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Mr. Scott fails to see anything but a " dislocation of the 
social order," providing opportunities "for the soul to 
squander and spill itself." Mr. Russell's observations 
on tbe lavî s regulating marriage furnish one of the rare 
occasions when Mr. Scott condescends to be particular and 
concrete. Mr. Russell thinks that if divorce were made 
easier for ill-mated couples, fewer lives would be perma­
nently embittered, and there would be fewer adulterous 
escapades. Mr. Scott thinks that, to put it bluntly, the 
parties should accept the transaction as final and settle 
down to making the best of a bad job. Let them eschew 
"the weak dreaming, the habitual looking over the wall 
into the next person's vineyard, the miserable, furtive, half­
hearted imaginings of escape that will never allow the 
bracing sense of finality to come." 

This contrast is typical of Mr. Scott's attitude through­
out. He does, indeed, bestow a passing benediction on 
" those rebels of the rarer sort, clear-eyed and broken­
hearted," who, in unwillingly upsetting the established 
order, really continue the creative process to which all 
order is due. But he has clearly no mind to be himself a 
rebel of this sort, because, at bottom, he will not admit 
that in the world as it is now established, there is any need 
even for this sort of rebelliousness. Let your bonds be 
your sinews, is his advice; let your disadvantages be oppor­
tunities. Learn to love the bars of your prison like the 
walls of your home, and behold you will find in your 
prison all you heed to make a paradise of spiritual graces. 
Eschew revolt and self-pity, and peace of mind will be 
yours. His receipt for happiness is to cultivate an " in­
tensive realization of life," ' which, translated, means: 
cease endlessly criticizing and desiring; accept things as 
they are and seek your " progress " in adjusting yourself 
to them, for thus will you be " perpetually attaining." 
Only religion can help you do this, for it wiU show you 
" in the established institutions of civilized humanity 
traces of the presence of a Deity." 

Verily, blessed are they who worship the God-State, and 
are content to be underpaid and overworked. 

R. F. A. H. 

The Birthright of Esau 
The Abolition of InheritancCj by Harlan Euffene Read. 

New York: The Macmillan Co. 

A TEACHER of ethics who wanted to warn his 
class against the dangers of answering foolish casuis­

tical questions according to their folly, recently asked why 
it was wrong of Esau to sell his birthright for a mess of 
pottage. The members of the class were somewhat mature, 
urban college students. Many of them called themselves 
radicals. Yet not one of them thought of suggesting that 
the ethical blame, if any, should rest on the tricky exploiting 
Jacob. Instead they ingeniously invented all sorts of 
reasons why Esau should be condemned for preferring to 
be saved from immediate exhaustion even at the expense 
of a future interest in a presumably large amount of prop­
erty. The reason which found most favor with members 
of this class was, that it was Esau's duty to accumulate as 
much property as possible to leave to his children. This 
incident, perfectly authentic, is characteristic of the large 
extent to which primitive tribalism still dominates the pre­
vailing moral attitude in such questions as those of in­
heritance. Generations of Bible readers have evinced no 
moral indignation at the atrocious way in which Joseph 

used his control of the food market to acquire all the money, 
cattle, land and bodies of the Egyptians. He did not do it 
to his own people but to the Egyptians, and for that he 
deserved a double portion of his father's inheritance. 

There can be no doubt that our inheritance laws date 
back to the tribal organization of society, and are largely 
supported today by sentiments which put family loyalty 
above public good. The fact that this tribalism is largely 
ingrained and unavowed, does not diminish its potency, a 
potency which makes Mr. Read's attempt to discuss the 
question on purely rational grounds seem pathetically 
futile. On purely rational grounds Mr. Read proves his 
case beyond a shadow of a doubt. The inheritance of 
wealth means the rule of the living by the dead. The 
substance inherited consists for the most part, not of goods 
for the protection of the young, but of legal power where­
by the favored heirs may forever continue to tax the labor 
of the rest of the community, (in the form of dividends and 
interest charges). Inherited wealth, therefore, involves in­
herited poverty. The unconscionable sophistries by which 
this is supported are here mercilessly refuted, but without 
any perception of the fact that all the arguments usually 
adduced in justification of our inheritance system are just 
intellectual exercises in the realm of apologetics, and have 
nothing to do with the real origin and maintenance of the 
system. In view also of the fact that relatively few large 
fortunes pass by the laws of intestate succession, the author 
is unwise to devote so little space as he does to the question 
of the disposal of property by last wills and testaments. He 
shows himself more worldly wise in stressing taxation 
rather than escheat, as a practical method of abolishing 
economic oppression of the living by the will of the dead. ^ 

While books of arguments, like Mr. Read's, cannot 
directly overthrow a system based on established habits and 
prejudices, they are none the less useful in knocking ofif the 
protective paint of moral and intellectual respectability 
which always covers the vile features of reigning iniquities. 
As the pressure from increasing taxation grows it will be­
come more and more eassy to show the people the desirabil­
ity of steeply graduated inheritance taxes. Such taxes are , 
not only most just, but offer the least disturbance to busi­
ness. By limiting each heir to $10,000, over four billion 
dollars would annually accrue to the state. One can easily 
compute the relief which this would bring to the fourteen 
million workers who at the last census earned on the average 
five hundred and twenty-one dollars per year. Would 
anybody be really harmed by such a measure? Even if a 
favored few were to suffer, the harm and numbers would 
be insignificant compared with the millions whose growth 
is now stunted, because they have to go to work early and 
thus support the vicious circle of ignorance and oppression. 
How long will humanity suffer the tortures of its daily 
crucifixion for the sake of silly fictions such as that no one 
will work unless actuated by the hope of leaving a fortune ? 

M. R. C. 

After the Whirltvind, by Charles Edward. Russell. New 
York: George H. Doran Co. 

M R. RUSSELL'S excommunication from the Socialist 
party is no more an indication that he has sur­

rendered his belief in socialism than the excommunication 
of a sincere, free-thinking Christian from the organized 
church ought to be considered an indication of spiritual 
apostasy. Mr. Russell, with no other testimony than this 
latest book of his, is still a socialist, though among the 
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orthodox socialists his name is taboo as that of a political 
apostate. I t is unfortunate that the American Socialist 
party, the self-professed champion of minorities, should have 
denied comradeship to the minority within its own ranks. 

The orthodox socialist has been to a great degree upheld 
in his theories concerning the bourgeois democratic-capital­
istic state—fortunately for his theories, unfortunately for 
the peace of the world—as against those socialists who, like 
Russell, Walling, Spargo, had trusted—with how little 
effic cy?—in the democratic intentions of the Allies, in 
theii willingness to carve out a just and democratic peace. 
Germany has eaten of the bitter dust of defeat, but the 
Allies have not carved out a just and democratic peace. 
Rather, they have justified the worst that their radical 
enemies have said of them and have made ridiculous those 
who trusted in them. 

And how naively M r . Russell trusted in them. How 
keen must be his disappointment now. How easy a matter 
for the orthodox socialist to mock him with an " I told you 
so." H o w bluntly, for instance, do current events contra­
dict such dogmatisms as this: " W a r is a King's game; 
when we are through with Kings, we shall be through with 
war." 

And yet he speaks in a noble strain in his plea for the 
restoration of that spiritual attitude which, to a greater de­
gree than now, obtained before the war, the attitude that 
would make a repetition of " the late unpleasantness " im­
probable, if not impossible. Today, that plea sounds almost 
fantastic, and yet in how many hearts has it not been 
uttered, and how often—it is to be hoped not insincerely— 
expressed as the purpose of " the democratic Allies." 

He writes: " T h e sober fact is that so far as is humanly 
possible, in spite of all the great difficulties that attend, 
nationally, if not individually, these hurts must be healed 
and these wrongs forgiven if the world is not to be an in­
tolerable place of wranglings, j anglings, spites and bicker­
ings leading to more and still worse wars; if it is not to be 
a series of huge camps wherein every nation is ceaselessly on 
guard against every other nation, reading into its every act 
only secret aggression, centering all thought, all energy, all 
invention, all initiative upon readiness for the next fight." 

" There is no profit in hate," he says later on. " There 
is only profit in love. Viewed in the most practical, prosaic, 
commonplace way the forward motive power in this world 
is goodwill, not enmity, love, not hate. Hate merely throws 
the lever to reverse while the engine is going full-speed 
ahead." 

I t is a pity that such men as M r . Russell should have 
been mocked by events. I t is not improbable that he may 
seek to rejoin the Socialist party (unless he has been too 
deeply humiliated by the orthodox Socialist press). For 
the value of M r . Russell as a propagandist can hardly be 
gainsaid. M r . Russell was a journalist before he became 
a socialist and the non-socialist will read his interpretations 
of events with that tribute of interest which he would give 
to very few other socialist expositors. 

HARRY SALPETER. 

Contributors 
AKTHUE JOHNSON is a Boston lawyer, who has written many 

short stories for Scribner's, Harper's, Outing and other 
magazines. 

CONSTANCB MAYFIHLD EOWKKH Is a graduate of Vassar Col­
lege and has recently been Instructor In English there. 
She is the author of various critical articles. 

JOHN DEWEY, professor of philosophy at Columbia Univer­
sity, now in China. The author of Democracy and Edu­
cation and other works on, education and metaphysics. 

EOBBST W. BKtTEKE, Chief of t'le Bureau of Industrial Re­
search and Publicity, engaged in promoting publicity for 
better standards of labor. 

HEBEE BLANKENHOEN, formerly captain in the Military In­
telligence, D. S. A. 
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ChlMreiS' 
Sdhool 

For hoys and girls from 2 to 10 years 

Ihilrlron'K Sf>hAnl nt tpmnts fn frfifltf* an all-dl The Children's School attempts to create an all-day 
all-round life for the city child, through modern edu­
cational methods based on fundamental sources of 
thought and action. I t strives to relate the necessary 
studies directly to the life of the normal child, so that 
reading, writing, arithmetic, history, and geography 
do not seem tasks superimposed on him, but appeal 
to him as natural and interesting accompaniments of 
his unfolding vcorld. 

The school plan embraces all-day activities, hot 
lunches, afternoon trips. There is a large double-roof 
playground, carpentry shops, an auditorium for music 
and dancing. Curriculum includes outdoor nature 
study, modeling and drawing, spoken French, science. 
The children are developed in small groups to assure 
a maximum of personal attention. The activities of 
the younger groups are carried on largely out of 
doors. 

The teaching staff consists of carefully selected 
specialists in their several fields. I t includes Dr. 
Hendrik WUlem Van Loon, the historian, formerly 
Lecturer in History at Cornell University, and M. 
Ernest Bloch, the noted Swiss composer. 

Write for booklet. 

MARGARET NAUMBURG, Director 
32-34 West 68th Street New York City 

tî litĵ tt'̂  €0lbg^ 
A Christian College, conducted for Christian 

men of all communions, by the Episcopal Church, 
furnishing undergraduate training of the highest 
scholarship, In an atmosphere et simple living and 
campus democracy. 

Specializing In old-fashioned clas^cal educatloa 
and in those social sciences having to do witii 
human relationships. 

Terms: $450 a year for tuition, modern quar­
ters and good simple food. The low cost is due 
to simplicity of life and endowment. 

This college has no connection with the Carne­
gie Foundation. 

Endorsed by the Commissioner of Education, 
State of New Tork. 

There are a few vacaacles for next year. 

Address, at once, 

B E R N A R D IDDINGS B E L L , Pres ident 

POST OFFICE, Annandale-OB-Hudson, N. X. 
STATION, Barrytown on the N. Y. Central B. B. 

The Bureau of Industrial Research 
465 West 23r4 Street, New Yofk City 

annoanceg tbe psbUcatlon of 

AMERICAN COMPANY S H O P 
COMMITTEE P L A N S 

A dlerest ot twenty plans for employees' repre-
Bentatten throush joint committees Introduced 
by American compsmleo. Otie Dolktf. 

Aito 
the Industrial Council Plan in Great Britain 

Tmenty-ftve eenti. 
How the Goverament Handled Its Labor Problems 

During the War Ticenty-flve eeatt. 
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"Every 
American 
with Irish 
Blood in His 
Veins Should 
Read George 
Creel's Book" 

S o s a y s M r . 
W a l s h . " A l l 
want the truth 
should read the 

• F r a n k P . 
Americans who 
about Ireland 
book. It is writ­

ten as only George Creel can write when 
he writes from his heart. No more un­
answerable argument against English 
rule in Ireland was ever made; no clearer, 
finer presentation of the Irish cause Vî as 
ever framed. The book is worth an army 
to Ireland." 

IRELAND'S FIGHT 
FOR FREEDOM 

By George Creel 
This Is the latest view of the Irish problem. 

George Creel has studied the situation, and 
he has brought forth a book, both brilliant 
and of utmost importance in the political 
world today. 

Get it at your l)ookseller'a today. $2.00. 

HARPER & BROTHERS 
Established 1817 

'Writien with Soul 

Futurist Stories 
By MARGERY 

VERNER REED 
of Denver 

Is a book that will open 
new vistas of style to 
writers andstudents of 
literature. 

Order your copy today 

Mitchell Keanetley, Publisher 
New York 

NATIONAL NONPARTISAN 
LEAGUE 

A bundle of literature on the 
League and its achievements. Prioe 
50 cents. EDUCATIONAL DEPABTMENT, 
NONPARTISAN L E A G U E , St. 
Paul, Minn. 

The Great Task of Construction 
With the coming of peace the Bell 
System faced an enormous con­
struction program. Condi t ions 
arising from war resulted in the 
wiping but of the reserve equip­
ment normally maintained, and 
necessary to give prompt connec­
tion to n e w subscribers. The re­
lease of industry and accumulated 
growth of population now makes 
telephone demands almost over­
whelming. 

Telephone construction, includ­
ing buildings, switchboards, con­
duits, cables and toll lines, must, 
from its inherent nature, be under­
taken in large units. A metropol­
itan switchboard, with its tens of 
thousands of parts, may require 
from two to three years to con­
struct and Install. 
Only great extension can meet the 

present excess burden of traffic and 
provide for future requirements. 
Extension which cares for imme­
diate demand, only, is uneconom­
ical and calls for continuous work 
of such a character as to b e fre­
quently detrimental to the service. 

During the war the Bell System 
devoted all its margin to the needs 
of the Government. The great 
task of getting back to normal pre­
war excellence of operation re­
quires the reestablishment of an 
economic operating margin capa­
ble of taking care of a larger grow^th 
than has ever before confronted 
the Bell System. 

Construction is being pushed to the 
limit of men and materials; while 
every effort is being made to pro­
vide the best, present service. 

AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 

One Pqlicy One System Universal Service 

IS THERE 
in New York, an executive who 
wants as his assistant a college 
woman of 24 who is an experi­
enced secretary. The work must 
be remunerative and, above all, 
interesting and worth doing. 
Could start work in October. 

Box 125, The New Republic. 

Wanted—Oct. 1st. small furnished apt. 
between Washington Sq. and 72nd St. 
Living room, 2 bedrooms, kitchenette, 
bath. Address Box 124, The Nev\r Re­
public. 
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