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The Morass East of the Rhine 
Across the Blockade, by Henry Noel Brailsford. New 

York: Harcourt. Brace and Howe. 
" I X Z H A T is going to come out of Europe east of the 
" * Rhine nobody knows. You may talk, if you like, of 

the immense recuperative power exhibited in the past by 
peoples apparently utterly crushed; you may hope that 
within the boundaries laid down by the Peace Treaty the 
same kind of stable national economic states will arise as 
served before the war among the premises of political 
thinking. You must confess, howevef, that progress in that 
direction is not encouraging. There is so little that is 
cheerful to say about the internal condition of the new 
states created or enlarged by the war, Poland, Czecho
slovakia, Jugoslavia and Rumania, that our press says 
practically nothing about it at all. We know well enough 
that none of those governments makes ends meet, we know 
that they are trying to do business with a currency as 
degraded as our own at the time when "not worth a 
Continental" expressed the final term of worthlessness 
without expense of profanity. That is about all we know, 
or shall know, until we have accounted to ourselves for 
the time that 'has elapsed since the great breakdown of 
national purposes registered in the armistice. 

Brailsford's book helps to fill just this need. It is a record 
of what he saw in four months of travel through Austria, 
Hungary, Poland and Germany in the early part of last 
year. He was in Hungary during the Bela Kun regime; 
he was in Vienna during the abortive Communistic rising 
of April; in Poland, while there was a lull in pogrom 
making, he saw enough to illuminate the sufferings of the 
Jews already endured or yet to come. He was in Germany 
when the peace terms became known. Few men have had 
better opportunities to observe what was going on deep 
in the souls of peoples shaken out of all habits of conceal
ment by great crises, and there is no keener observer 
living than Brailsford. What he has to say is worth 
thinking over. 

At the time of which Brailsford writes the peoples of 
Central Europe, friends and foes alike, were suffering 
terribly under the continuance of the Allied blockade. 
Germany and Austria were being subjected to a regimen 
more drastic than that of the war blockade, since relations 
with Scandinavia were cut off. The disarmed Magyars 
were being set upon by Czecho-Slovaks, Jugoslavs and 
Rumanians, not without the approval of the Allied archi
tects of continental alliances. Germany was sunk in an 
abyss of despair; Polish nationalism was winning for itself 
a little evanescent warmth from the fires of anti-Semitism, 
deliberately kindled by the Dmowski faction which the 
western democracies delighted most to honor. Nowhere 
was there any really generous faith animating the masses 
of the people, except for a brief moment in Hungary, 
before the Allies crushed Bela Kun and turned the hapless 
Magyars over to the counter-revolution. How ghastly the 
impression left upon a sensitive observer like Brailsford 
may be inferred from the following: 

"Another decade of wars and blockades and revolutions, 
and every relic of learning and humanity may be swept 
away from the Rhine to the Volga. There must have been, 
when the barbarians surged over the Roman provinces in 
the twilight centuries lonely villas, left standing amid the 
ruins of the Empire, in which old men survived, conning 
Greek manuscripts in pillaged rooms, while the Goths 
enjoyed their wealth. . . . As the months of desolation 

lengthened into years, these old men hoped for the return 
of civilization, and dying prayed that their sons would live 
to see it. Their sons lived like barbarians, dimly remember
ing the interrupted studies of their youth. Their sons' sons 
were barbarians born." 

But must we have a decade of war and blockade and 
revolution, to usher in a new series of Dark Ages ? Brails
ford does not affirm this, but neither has he the least con
fidence in the present settlement. What war and the block
ade did to Germany was to break, not only the militaristic 
spirit, the criminal lust for imperial power of the ruling 
caste, but the spirit by which scientist and artist, mechanic 
and laborer are sustained in their creative efforts. The 
Peace Treaty perpetuated the evil. After its terms became 
known, apathy and disbelief became fixed upon the people, 
distrust of themselves, distrust of all other peoples. Their 
new constitution seemed a pedant's exercise. There was 
revolutionary desire enough, but not revolutionary will, and 
the play of forces in Germany resolved itself into an un
stable equilibrium between Noske's machine guns and the 
power of the strike and sabotage. Poland, Jugoslavia, 
Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania, enriched by German, 
Magyar and Bulgarian spoils to which they were not en
titled, found themselves committed to a dependence on 
France. "A small state ceases to be independent when it 
has wronged a neighbor; it must thereafter subordinate it
self to a protector." And when the wrong consists in the 
appropriation of territory, there is a perverse natural law 
that compels it to thrust the wrong continually deeper. 
For there is a border population to be harried. But is not 
that population protected by the League of Nations? The 
League, as Brailsford sees it, is nothing but a Grand 
Alliance to insure the fruits of victory; and when did an 
alliance ever control the internal policy of an ally? "From 
an ally one wants an army, not virtue. While the League 
remains a militant alliance against the Germans and 
Bolsheviks, it will achieve nothing for the Polish Jews, 
or for any other minority." There has been abundant con
firmation, since, of this pessimistic formula. 

Central Europe has gone through hell. It has many more 
miseries to go through before it can arrive at a state where 
civilized living is possible. For that the war lusts of 
Central Europe were primarily responsible. They have 
been mostly burnt out. A year ago there were intelligent 
men who were confident that the German and Magyar 
militarists would soon be back in the saddle, to lead their 
eager peoples in a war of revenge. But the peoples east 
of the Rhine are disillusioned of militarism. They can not 
be led eagerly to any war, whatever its cause. That is a 
gain which Brailsford seems not to take sufficiently into 
account. 

For the prolongation of the miseries of Central 
Europe through the interminable armistice period, for the 
purpose of making the vanquished accept not a good peace 
but a bad one, the Allied diplomats at Paris were to blame. 
But the consequence of that is that the peoples west of the 
Rhine also are disillusioned. Our cause of war was white, our 
enemies' cause was black, but the peace the diplomats made 
was at best gray. And the general recognition of this fact 
has terribly discredited the leadership that forges plans of 
military alliance and imperial aggrandizement. Is that not 
also a gain that Brailsford has overlooked? The civilization 
of the pre-war period has been shaken and fissured by the 
war and the peace. But politically just the most important 
fact of that civilization was the blind faith in which the 
peoples surrendered to their leaders the power to play with 
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Philip Gibbs' NEW BOOK 
IN WHICH HE TELLS WHAT THE CENSOR FORBADE 

NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 
Cecil Roberts writes in the 
New York Times Book Review: "This volume marks the 

close of that great work done by Mr. Philip Gibbs as a chronicler 
of war. It is a wonderful close, and a public tired of war books 
must not make the mistake of neglecting this, which has a frank
ness, a truth and a stem reality never before shown in all the 
literature of the war. Years hence it will survive as the greatest 
record of four terrible years, a record which is great literature 
and history, terrible in its unsparing truth, its majesty, its horror, 
its candor. . . . It will make Philip Gibbs many powerful 
enemies, but it will place him among the immortals. . . . It 
is 500 pages compounded of terrible courage, crass stupidity, 
foul horror and searing beauty crushed out of the heart of men. 
. . . The frank statement of all those reservations which every 
war correspondent had to make during his long labor. Reading 
it is like getting Gibbs alone." 

So great has been the demand 
for this book that three large edi
tions were exhausted before the 
date of publication. Another 
large printing is now on press and 
orders are being filled as rapidly 
as possible. Get this book at 
your bookseller's today, or leave 
your order with him. "The great
est book of the war"—by the war 
correspondent who was "worth 
an army corps to England"; the 
man for whose daily articles the 
entire English-speaking world 
waited; a book in which he tells 
all]! he could not tell then— 

NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 
By PHILIP GIBBS. 

Frontispiece, Crown 8vo, Cloth, $3.00 

I 

Czernin's IN THE WORLD WAR 
Count Czemin is one of the 

great figures of the World War, 
and this record has the intense 
interest of any frank revelation 
by a man who has been on the 
"inside" of great events. In 
addition it sets forth the tragic 
story of the part played by 
Austria as the pawn of Ger
many's ambition for world 
dominance. 

It presents documents, never 

before available to Americans 
—confidential reports contain
ing amazing predictions which 
were laughed at by the court— 
predictions which were fulfilled 
completely. 

And just as clearly and 
logically as he analyzed war 
situations, he now prophesies 
an age of which the World War 
was only one phase—the open
ing event, perhaps not the 
most important. 

The dire misfortune of 
Austria has given Czernin, 
probably her greatest leader, a 
vision of the new order that is 
to come. His book is one of 
the half-dozen books of the 
World War which wilH appeal 
to thinking men and women as 
a book which must be read. 

IN THE WORLD WAR 
By Count Ottokar Czernin. 

$4.00 

IMPORTANT NEW HARPER BOOKS-
THE INSIDE STORY OF 
THE PEACE CONFERENCE 
By DR. E. J. DILLON 
"A work which undoubtedly will live 
after all the other books written on 
the same subject shall be forgotten," 
writes the Princess Radziwill in The 
Philadelphia Public Ledger; and con
tinues: "Dr. Dillon is the St. Simon 
of the twentieth century, and the vo
lume which he has Just produced will 
equal in value for the future historian 
the memoirs of the French nobleman." 
Third edition. Post 8vo. Cloth. $2.50. 

MY QUARTER CENTURY 
OF AMERICAN POLITICS 
By CHAMP CLARK 
A fascinating story of one of the most 
prominent and best liked men in 
American political history of our 
times, which will appeal to readers of 
all shades of political belief. This book 
is not only interesting, but highly im
portant as a permanent record of our 
generatJxjn. Crown 8vo. Cloth. Illu
strated. Z vols. $6.00. 

LUDENDORFF'S 
OWN STORY 

RUSSIA AS AN 
AMERICAN PROBLEM 

By GEN. ERICH von LUDENDORFF By JOHN SPARGO 
"The most authoritative and compre
hensive survey of the war that has yet 
appeared," says Herbert Sidebotham 
in the Atlantic Monthly. Written from 
the actual records of the German gen
eral staff, this is the first Inside story 
of the war as Germany fought it. 
Illustrated. Maps. Two vols. $7.50. 

ALSACE IN RUST 
AND GOLD 
By EDITH O'SHAUGHNESSY 
Edith O'Shaughnessy spent those thir
teen historic days before the signing 
of the armistice in that corner of Al
sace reconquered from Germany; a 
time when "the high-colored beauty of 
Alsace" burned with an added glory, 
because victory and repatriation were 
certain; and this is her record, a boolc 
of rare beauty of style and feeling. 
Cloth, illus. Crown 8vo. $2.00. 

Mr. Spargo sees Russia not merely as 
a vast problem, but as a vast oppor
tunity, too. He is not a Bolshevist; 
but for the thinker he clears the haze 
of controversy about Bolshevism with 
his shrewd analysis. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth. $2.25. 

A WORLD REMAKING 
By CLARENCE W. BARRON 
The key-word to the g!reat problem of 
reconstruction is money. The author 
in this keen analysis of the world 
situation to-day, shows the dramatic 
role played by finance, and how our 
problems, from the Russian situation to 
international competition in shoes and 
machinery, are problems of finance. 
No business man can afford to be 
otherwise than a close student of this 
book. Crown 8vo. Cloth. $1.75, 
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diplomatic intrigue and war. And of all the elements of 
the old civilization, that faith is the element that has been 
most shattered. I t need no longer lie like an adamantine 
barrier against the spirit of international good will. 

ALVIN JOHNSON. 

State Control 
The Limits of State Industrial Control: A Symposium 

on the Present Situation and How to Meet it, edited by 
Huntly Carter. New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co. 

THE snippets of opinion which Mr. Huntly Carter 
has gathered into his new symposium teach little 

about the problem of state control over industry. For 
the unpointed loquacity of most of the replies the vague
ness of Mr. Carter's questions was no doubt partly to 
blame. He asked a number of representative public per
sons : 

" i . What in your opinion will be the situation im
mediately after the war as regards State Control? 2. 
What in your view is the limitation of State Control to 
be maintained? 3. What in your' view is the best policy 
of control to be pursued in the higher interests of com
merce, trade and industry?" Such a questionnaire did not 
so much stimulate a discussion as inflict a reaction test, 
and the experiment lost much of its value because Mr. 
Carter failed to annotate the answers with their reaction 
times. 

The forty-one contributors represent forty-one sep
arate facets of England's governmental, industrial, and 
sociological mind. Yet if Mr. Carter had taken the 
trouble to plot their replies a certain regularity might 
have been discovered in their responses. At one end are 
the statesmen and commercialists who want control to end 
at the earliest moment in order that free play may be 
given again to a smothered and protestant individualism. 
At the other end are Mr. Emil Davies and Mr. Bernard 
Shaw, who desire that state control should be indefinitely 
expanded and strengthened in the interest of the common
wealth. Between them is the main body whose opinions 
on state control have reduced the problem to an experi
mentally verifiable "more or less." This heterogeneous 
majority see that state control is a method, not an end, 
and accordingly they tend to side alternately with the 
great industrialists who demand governmental aid in se
curing supplies and markets, or with the guild socialists 
who have not entirely lost sight of the fact that the state 
must have some general disposition of the product and the 
usufruct of industry. No inquiry into the problem of state 
control can be steadily illuminated until a detailed history 
of the war experiment has been written. Until such a 
common datum of reference has been created the best of 
symposiums must prove intellectually little better than a 
Barmecide feast. 

L. M. 

Contributors 
P A U L ROSENFELD is a graduate of Yale and the author 

of various critical articles on music and literature. 
WiNtHROP D. L A N E is a graduate of University of 

Michigan. H e is an associate editor of The Survey 
and a specialist in prison reform, child welfare and 
educational work. 

THE NEW SCHOOL 
FOR 

SOCIAL RESEARCH 
wishes to award six fellowships of $2000 
each for the academic year 1920-21, 
to put trained workers into the field 
of direct investigation. Business trends, 
trade unionism, labor statistics, produc
tion and distribution of goods, relation 
between production costs and selling 
costs, and the distribution of incomes 
in the United States are typical of the 
fields of research in which the school 
desires to use these fellowships. To 
this end the school asks contribu
tions of $5 and up, which may be 
sent to the Treasurer, Wesley Clair 
Mitchell, The New School for Social 
Research, 465 West 23rd Street. 
New York. 

SUMMER INSTITUTES 
IN JEWISH SOCIAL SERVICE 

CONDUCTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
THE FEDERATED JEWISH CHARITIES 

OF BOSTON 
Maurice B. Hexter—Executive Director 

The Federated Jewish Charities of Boston, Mass., 
announces a series of seven intensive training courses 
of three weeks each, for Jew'sh Communal workers 
and volunteers, from July 6 to 27. 
Institutes, covering basic principles and methods, 
vlnts to a selected group of social agencies of 
Boston, and concentrated field work will be offered 
in the following fields: Child Welfare, Delin
quency; Family Case Work; Recreation; Health 
and Medical Social Service; Social Research and 
Statistics; and Jewish Education. The Institutes 
will be in general charge of social workers of the 
highest professional standing. 

Special accommodations will be provided for out-of-
town students. 
For details as to dates, coorses, fees, etc., 
address Maraice B. Hexter, 25 Tremont Street, 

Boston, Mass. 

P E O P L E ' S I N S T I T U T E F O R U M 
COOPER UNION, 8 P. M. 

T U E S D A Y , A P R I L 1 3 t h : 
DR. J. HOWARD MELISH lectures on 

"Castes and Forecasts." 
F R I D A Y , A P R I L 1 6 t h : 

EVERETT DEAN MARTIN lectures on 
rhe Social Philosophy of the Great Individualists." 

The social dream of a modern realist. 
A LECTURE ON BERTRAM RUSSELL 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


