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the subject. (Mr. ex-Secretary Daniels has just
told us that the assertion of the right to establish
a cable station on the Island of Yap is good ground
for risking war, which in the past he has told us
means “‘collapse of civilization”. . . “end of hu-
manity,” etc., etc.) The specific issues about which
nations fight are so little the real cause of the fight
that they are generally completely forgotten when
it comes to making the peace. The future of sub-
marine warfare was not mentioned at Versailles.
Given a certain state of mind, a difference about
cables on the Island of Yap is quite sufficient to
' make war inevitable. We shoyld probably regard
it as a matter of national honor, concerning which
there must be no argument. Another mood, and it
would be impossible to get the faintest ripple of
interest in the subject.

It was not British passion for Serbian nationality
which brought Britain to the side of Russia in
1914. It was the fear of German power and
what might be done with it, a fear wrought to
frenzy pitch by a long indoctrination concerning
German wickedness and aggression. Passion for
the subjugation of Germany persisted long after
there was any ground of fear of what German
power might accomplish. = If America fights Japan,
it will not be over cables on Yap; it will be from
fear of Japanese power, the previous stimulation
of latent hatreds for the strange and foreign. And
if the United States goes to war over Panama
Canal tolls, it will not be because the millions who
will get excited over that question have examined
the matter, or possess ships or shares in ships that
will profit by the exemption; it will be because all
America has read of Irish atrocities which recall
school-day histories of British atrocities in the
American Colonies, because the “person,” Britain,
has become a hateful and hostile person, and must
be punished and coerced.

War with either Japan or Britain or both is, of
course, quite within the region of possibility. It
is merely an evasion of the trouble which facing
reality always involves, to say that war between
Britain and America is “unthinkable.” If any war,
as we have known it these last ten years, is think-
able, war between nations that have already fought
two wars is not unthinkable. And those who can
recall at all vividly the forces which marked the
growth of the conflict between Britain and Ger-
many will see just those forces beginning to color
the relations of Britain and America. Among
those forces none is more notable than this: a
disturbing tendency to stop short at the ultimate
questions, a failure to face the ultimate causes of
divergence. Among people of good will there is
a tendency to say: ‘“‘Don’t let’s talk about it. Be
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discreet. Let us assume we are good friends and
we shall be. Let us exchange visits.” In just such
a way, even within a few weeks of war, did people
of good will in England and Germany decide not
to talk of their differences, to be discreet, to ex-
change visits. But the men of ill-will talked—
talked of the wrong things—and sowed their
deadly poison.

The present writer has attempted to suggest why
neither side in the Anglo-German conflict came
down to realities before the war. To have come
to fundamentals would have revealed the fact to
both parties that any real settlement would have
asked things which neither would grant. Really
to have guaranteed Germany’s future economic
security would have meant putting her access to the
resources of India and Africa upon a basis of
treaty, of contract. That would be for Britain the
end of empire, as imperialists understood it. To
have secured in exchange the end of “marching
and drilling” would have meant the surrender of
certain dominations, a recasting of patriotic ideals,
a revolution of ideas.

Whether Britain and America are to fight may
very well depend upon this: whether the blinder
and more unconscious motives rooted in traditional
patriotisms, and the impulse to the assertion of
power, will work their evil before the development
of ideas has brought home to us a clearer vision
of the abyss into which we fall; before we have
modified, in other words, our tradition of patriot-
ism, our political moralities, our standard of
values. Without that more fundamental change
no scheme of settlement of specific differences, no
platforms, Covenants, Constitution can avail, or
have any chance of acceptance or success.

NorRMAN ANGELL.

Liberia One Hundred Years
After

LIBERIA today is at the parting of the ways.

It was in February, 1820, that the first

shipment of eighty-eight Negroes went forth
under the joint auspices of the American
Colonization Society and the United States Govs
ernment; and on January 7, 1922, it will be exactly
one hundred years since settlers first formally oc-
cupied land that is now Liberian territory. The
country is thus approaching its centennial, and as it
does, it finds itself face to face with very serious
problems. Incidentally the situation affords op-
portunity for a peculiar testing of some of the prin-
ciples of our own country.

It was on July 26, 1847, that, in an effort to
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defend herself against England, Liberia issued a
Declaration of Independence and adopted a Con-
stitution. It may well be questioned if by this time
she had sufficiently developed internally to be able
to assume the duties and responsibilities of an in-
dependent power. There were only 4,500 people
of American origin in the country; these were for
the most part illiterate, and they were scattered
along a coastline of more than three hundred miles.
It is not to be supposed, however, that this con-
summation had been attained without much yearn-

ing and high spiritual fervor. Most of the Negroes

in the United States had been opposed to coloniza-
tion, and there was something pathetic in the effort
for freedom of this small company, most of whose
members had not been born in Africa, but for the
sake of their race had made their way back to the
fatherland. The seal of the new Republic bore
the motto: The Love of Liberty Brought Us
Here; and the flag, modeled on that of the United
States, had six red and five white stripes for the
signers of the Declaration, and in the upper corner
next to the staff a lone white star in a field of blue.

Since 1847 the history of the country has natural-
ly been very largely that of international relations.
In fact, preoccupation with the questions raised by
powerful neighbors has in some measure at least
accounted for the comparatively slow internal de-
velopment of the country. The shadow of Eng-
land there has lowered constantly. For eighty
years this great power has not ceased to inter-
meddle in Liberian affairs, brow-beating or cajoling
as seemed at the moment most advisable. In 1882
she sent four gunboats to Monrovia and secured
from President Gardiner a treaty giving up all
Liberian rights to the Gallinhas territory from
Sherbro Island to the Mafa River, in exchange for
£4,750 and the abandonment of all other British
claims. This agreement was really repudiated by
the Liberian Congress, and in 1885, through the
influence of the United States, the treaty was slight-
ly modified, but its spirit was not changed, for in
1903-4 still another boundary was established on
the west beyond which Liberia could not exercise

. jurisdiction. France, however, was not to be out-

done by England. On the pretext of title deeds
obtained by French naval commanders who visited
the coast in 1890, in 1891 she put forth claims not
only to the whole of the Ivory Coast but also to
land as far away as Grand Bassa and Cape Mount;
and under threat of force she compelled Liberia
to accept the treaty of 1892, which for 25,000
francs and the relinquishment of all other claims
permitted her to take all territory in question east
of the Cavalla River. Meanwhile both England
and France held over the Republic the threat that
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if the advance of the one was not stopped the other
would have to seize more territory; and in 1907
a new treaty formally permitted France to occupy
all of the territory seized by force. This power
then immediately began to move on to more ter-
ritory in the hinterland.- |
By. 1907, because of the attitude of English

officials in Monrovia, things finally reached a crisis.

In 1908 a commission of representative Liberians
came to ask the good offices of the United States,
and a return commission went from America in
1909. One result of the visit of the American com.
mission was the pooling of the liabilities of Liberia
and the negotiation of an international loan of
$1,700,000. This was not the first loan in Liberian
history. In 1871 one of $500,000, negotiated with
England, was nothing more than a thinly disguised
plan of Liberian officials and English business men
to defraud the country; and a loan of a similar
amount in 1904-6 was simply a plan for the
furtherance of the aims of the Liberian Develop-
ment Company, an English concern that pretended
to develop but that was really designed to exploit
the interior and that was finally shown to have no
resources whatever except those raised on the
credit of the Republic. From neither of these
loans did the country reap very much benefit,
though it finally had to assume obligations for very
nearly the full amounts. For the new loan of
$1,700,000 the United States took final respon-
sibility, and in 1912 an American “General Re-
ceiver of Customs and Financial Adviser to the
Republic of Liberia” opened his office in Monrovia.
Among the things proposed in connection with this
lodn were various internal improvements; but after
the country’s pressing obligations had been attended
to, it was found that what was left was altogether
inadequate for any work on a large scale. Ac-
cordingly in 1918 there was begun negotiation for
a new loan, one of $5,000,000, and for the last
three years this loan has been the one topic of con-
versation in the Republic, as everything depended
on whether it “went through” or not. It became
increasingly clear to the Liberian people, however,
that the proposed operation of this loan would
place American officials in strategic positions
throughout the Republic and thus practically take
the sovereignty of their country out of their own
hands, though the ultimate burden would fall upon
themselves. On the other hand they realized that
England and France were “watchfully waiting”
and ready on the slightest pretext to divide the
country between them. FEven in the face of this
dilemma, however, the Liberian Congress last year
decided that the Republic could not possibly accept
the loan of $5,000,000 on the terms proposed; and
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a commission headed by President Charles D. B.
King has recently come to the country to see if a
more honorable adjustment can not be made. In
the last analysis the situation means that Liberia
does not desire to fall prey to the devouring Eng-
lish lion, but with bleeding Haiti before her she
is forced to wonder what is the real policy of the
United States toward small nations and black
people.

At the same time, in addition to the political,
lIoom the pressing social and economic problems of
the country.. Unfortunately Liberia started oft
with the rather leisurely and false ideals of life
that obtained in the old South. Today the Re-
public has hardly made a beginning in industrial
development. Important also is the matter of
health; nor have things been made better by the
recent food shortage. Disease is prevalent, as it
is all along the West Coast. It is quite possible,
however, that from one source or another the
country will have a hospital very soon.

These are only some of the questions with which
one comes face to face in Liberia at the present
time. The work in the churches is flourishing.
On the other hand there is not sufficient emphasis
on popular education. As there are mo public
schools, almost all that is done for education is
under the auspices of the missionary institutions,
among which those of the Episcopalians and the
Methodists have been most prominent. While the
enterprise of the denominational institutions can
not be doubted, the question may well be raised if,
in so largely relieving the people of the burden
of the education of their children, they are not un-
duly cultivating a spirit of dependence rather than
of self-help. At the same time, if we consider all
the schools of every sort, and the natives as well
as the Americo-Liberians, and if we further sup-
pose that every school could accommodate twice as
many students as now attend, even then there
would not be school facilities for one child in ten
in the Republic. \

Mention of the natives calls to mind a great
social problem into which all others somehow seem
to merge. In a territory not larger than our own
state of Pennsylvania 'a population of American
descent numbering. strictly not more than 16,000
holds under its central government a native popu-
lation of more than a score of tribes numbering
nearly 2,000,000 souls. The latter range all the
way from the Mandingo and the Vai, with a
Mohammedan background and a tradition that
emphasizes the Koran, to the wild and tattooed
Buzi and the cannibalistic Mano. In the early
years the American settlers had frequent wars with
these people, and it was but natural that in more
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recent years some feeling should survive. It is

&

evident, however, that any large system of develop- -
ment or education will bring the native into greater
prominence and that against this element the popu-

lation of American descent will not finally be able
to hold its own. The foremost Liberian leaders
accordingly are more and more realizing that it
is upon the tribesman that the real future of their
country depends and that his education and care
are accordingly matters of the highest national
importance. When the governing class as a whole

understands that its own future is wrapped up with

that of the native, a new day will have dawned
not only for this man but for the Americo-
Liberian as well.

BENJAMIN BrAwLEY.

The Gesture

HEY were ridiculously happy. Smiles trickled

about her mouth irresponsibly, irrepressibly,-

while her voice gurgled and bubbled. The fire was
hot and glowing, staining bits of the wall and mak-
ing ruddy puddles among the silver paraphernalia
of tea things. Their faces too, were dyed red and
seemed unreal, part of the fantastic delightfulness
of this hour. The windows framed bright blue
plaques of evening and a vase of poinsettias looked
like 2 wonderful bunch of scarlet octopuses. She

luxuriated in every detail of her happiness, taking
a disproportionate pleasure in a bunch of lilies of

the valley that lay on her lap and seemed to throw
a web of fragrance over the room.

It didn’t matter what either of them said. Every-
thing was equally important and equally irrelevant.
Sometimes she would have a little break of wit and |

he would applaud as if it were a turn. For a mo-
ment they would play the game of not being in-

timate in order to plunge ecstatically back again.
Then:

“I must be back at half past seven,” he said.

That sobered her.

“Have you ever thought of the rubato of time,”
she asked. “That though a clock is 2 metronome,
no two hours are ever the same length ?”

“Yes,” he said. “The shortest are eternal.”

They talked of things so banal that they would
have disgraced a debutante at a dinner party and
of things of so great a magnitude that it seemed
ridiculous to mention them at all.
it all ran the strong, swift current of their intimacy.

“We might never have met,” he said. “‘It was
quite, quite an accident.”

" M
“Yes,” she smiled. “You restored my confidence
in turnings.” ‘

And underneath



