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The Sixteenth Century 
Thought and Expression in the Sixteenth Century, by 

Henry 0shorn Taylor. New York: The Macmillan Co. 

THAT modern "multiplicity" which Henry Adama 
contrasts with the essential "unity" of the Middle 

Ages begins during the epoch usually known as the Re­
naissance. Mr. Taylor has avoided the term in the title 
of his book, but he has not avoided the difficulties inherent 
in any attempt to survey the intellectual and artistic 
achievement of the sixteenth century. In order to cope with . 
this increasing diversity he has had to depart widely from 
the plan of "The Mediaeval Mind" and proceed, not by 
means of a general survey, but by separate consideration 
of the varying aspects of "thought and expression" which 
shaped themselves under contrasting influences of national 
temperament in Italy, France, Germany and England, con­
cluding with that one department of intellectual endeavor 
which transcends the boundaries of nationalities—Science. 
To his new task he has brought many of the same fine 
qualities that have given distinction to his former books: 
wide reading, independent judgment, catholicity of taste, 
ability to analyze discriminatingly the character of men, a 
sympathy with times and traditions other than our own, 
and especially the genuine historical spirit, that rare gift, 
which, while regarding all that went before the epoch under 
consideration as a past which entered into it, is able to 
treat that epoch as "a final and objective present" without 
concern for the stages in human progress that have since 
been attained. The loss in homeliness and picturCsqueness 
incurred in thus rigidly excluding allusions'to the forms of 
thought and expression in' the twentieth century is more 
than counterbalanced by the verisimilitude of the resulting 
picture. We are "clothed upon" with' the mentality of 
the sixteenth century; an atmosphere of the time envelops 
us. 

Mr. Taylor's book is, as all studies in the history of the 
Renaissance must be, a commentary upon the allegory of 
Euphorion. "The Middle Ages," he says in his Preface, 
"helped antiquity to shape the faculties and furnish the 
tastes of the sixteenth century"; his two volumes are a 
scholarly elaboration of this truism. In Italy the offspring 
of this union of the classical and mediaeval heritage took 
the form of humanism; in France of a certain character­
istically Gallic clarification of form and ideas; in Germany 
of a "protest against whatever robbed the spirit of its due"; 
in England, in one phase, of an orderly compromise between 
opposing religious principles, in another, of a spirit of joy­
ous adventure and inquiry. Thus, the culmination in Italy 
is reached in the self-expression of the painters; in France 
in the clear intelligence of Rabelais and in the clarifying 
scepticism of Montaigne; in Germany in Luther; in Eng­
land in the Anglican via media and in the Elizabethan 
drama. The more sombre recesses of the Renaissance mind 
—persecutions, superstitions, credulity—concern Mr. Tay­
lor very little. He is interested in manifestations of in­
tellectual growth, in the new ideas budding forth from 
the thought of past centuries, in the new forms of expres­
sion that come out of new personalities and new conditions. 
His interest, too, lies in following advancing endeavor and 
achievement, not in the means whereby established institu­
tions are maintained and defended. Hence, in England, 
his emphasis shifts at a certain point from Anglicanism to 
Puritanism. Hence, the Counter-Reformation within the 
Roman Catholic Church does not enter into his story. 

There is a certain unsteadiness and disproportion in his 

treatment. At times his wide outlook becomes overclouded 
by summaries of particular works that are of excessive 
length, so that, sometimes through many pages, his book 
assumes the aspect of a manual or "source-book" and not, 
as it was intended to be and for the most part is, a general 
survey. There IS a more serious defect. "It goes without 
saying," Mr. Taylor remarks (speaking of the Elizabethan 
age), "that the field before us is so enormous that we can 
do no more than select a line of illustrations, tapping them, 
as it were, of some of their significance." Such eclecticism 
may be necessary but it carries with it the dangers of 
omission, of under-emphasis, and of false emphasis. It 
cannot be said, for example, that Mr. Taylor has "tapped" 
enough of the "significance" of the Italian painters. A 
picture of the German mind in the early sixteenth century 
with no mention of Albrecht Durer is surely incomplete. 
Valois and Medicean architecture are part of the French 
"expression" of the period. The great development in 
musio, the surpassing "expression" achieved by the contra-
puntalists, is ignored. 

Neither Spain nor the Low Countries come within the 
boundaries of Mr. Taylor's survey. One must record also, 
though space is lacking for the citation of errors, that there 
are a large number of small mistakes;, such as the misdating 
of documents and events. Particularly annoying is the 
way in which the writer refers to various individuals now 
by the Latin and now by the English or French form of 
their name. 

The author's ultimate concern has been not so much with 
the new content of thought as with the expressional power 
and beauty that the age attained. Yet the sixteenth centary 
has failed to arouse in Mr. Taylor the full measure of 
sympathy and understanding and enthusiasm that he ex­
pended upon the Mind of the Middle Ages. That such 
is the case is a criticism not of Mr. Taylor but of the 
period of the Renaissance. 

SAMUEL C . CHEW. 

Bliss 
Bliss and Other Stories, by Katherine Mansfield. Nmv 

York: Alfred A. Knopf. 

THERE is a tang of reality in these fragmentary, 
imagistic sketches—the reality of a little girl on a 

furniture van riding through the dusk to a new home m 
the country, with all the vague and poignant stirrings of 
childhood quickened by the simple though unusual ex­
perience ; the reality of flickering passion under the sophisti­
cated intellectual companionship of two artist friends; the 
reality of a superannuated contralto hunting in vain for a 
movie job. The range of personalities and situations is 
broad and for the most part revealing. By skilfidly 
sensuous detail the author suggests the vital flame of life 
beneath a muffling commonplaccness. 

The Wind Blows gives an authentic moment of grop­
ing, baffled youth. Je Ne Parle Pas Frangais sets forth 
with brutal flatness the frustrated love affair of an English 
girl deserted in Paris. Bliss presents an ecstacy of joy 
and pain in a young wife's experience. The situation is 
hackneyed enough in bald fact, but through the author's 
imaginative treatment it "comes alive" with a hint of the 
inevitableness of the blossoming pear tree in the garden. 

A kind of airy, eager cynicism pervades most of the 
book and is sometimes a bit too naively insistent. Says the 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



March 2S, i()2i 

Surely, You Can Now Afford to Own 
This Great Library of Knowledg 

Sets of the Encyclopaedia Britannica in the Popular Handy Volume Issue, Printed 
on the Famous India Paper, Are Offered at Prices Within the Reach of Everybody 

RE you one of those who do not own a set of 
the wonderful Encyclopaedia Britannica because you 
THOUGHT you couldn't afford it? 

Have you wanted this splendid library of facts ever since 
you first heard about it but NEVER INQUIRED how 
easily it could be purchased? 

This book wHl give you a tremendous advantage. 
Think, too, what it will mean to you, to your children, 

to have in your home—-to have constant lalccess to the 

SUM and SUBSTANCE of ALL HUMAN KNOWLEDGE. 
Consider what a satisfaction it will be to have at hand 

T H E ANSWER TO EVERY QUESTION which comes to 
an active mind. 

The Britannica covers the whole range of man's thought 
and activity and achievement—it contains more than 41,000 
special articles, more than 500,000 indexed facts. 

Both for profit and pleasure 

CLOR€ RlTANNl 
Is one of the best investments any ambitious man or woman 
can make. To briefly describe its scope is impossible. _ I t 
contains hund:reds upon hundreds of articles on religion, 
philosophy, history, art, science, literature, manufactiuing, 
engineering, law, j>hysics, commerce and scores of other 
subjects—41,000 articles in all. I t abounds in everyday use­
ful facts that satisfy the inquisitiveness of the child mind, 
that enlighten the housewife, the farmer, the business man, 
the investigator, the educator and the lawyer. 

Men and women in all walks of life are among the 200,000 
owners of the Eleventh Edition. 

I F YOU DO NOT OWN T H E BRITANNICA, WHY 
NOT? 

This is your opportunity to own an India paper set. 
These sets are printed on the beautiful, genuine India 

paper. 
As you know, this very thinbut strong India paper makes 

this great work more convenient to handle, more inviting 
to read. 

These sets are offered at prices and terms which make the 
Britannica a bargain to anyone who does not yet own a set. 

As First Payment Brings You This Complete Set of 29 
Volumes Containing44,000,000 Words, 30,000 Pages, 
15,000 Maps and Illustrations. The Balance Is in Small 
Monthly Payments, 

Remember, this is an unusual offer of the complete 
Britannica printed on genuine India paper. Act today— 
NOW—by clipping the coupon and sending for the beau­
tifully illustrated book telling all about the Britannica. 

Sign ana Seafl This Coupon Today. 
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young writer who prides himself on being a true Parisian: 
"I believe that people are like portmanteaux—^packed 

with certain things, started going, thrown about, half-
emptied suddenly, or squeezed fatter than ever, until final­
ly the Ultimate Porter swings them in the Ultimate Train 
and away they rattle . . . Not but what these portmanteaux 
can be fascinating. Oh, but very!" 1 

This seems to express Miss Mansfield's outlook, arrest-
ingly effective in the best sketches and only occasionally 
forced and self-conscious. Amid much that is genuine are 
also mannerisms of style which mar quite as certainly as 
would over-meticulousness which the author is a little too 
obviously avoiding. Through abrupt changes in the point 
of view the light fragmentariness is at times incoherent. 
Yet the volume's final impression is of fresh and vivid 
actuality. R. H. 

Selected Current Books 
The Life of Whitelaw Reid, by Royal Cortissoz. Two 
volumes. Scribners. 

Biography of the former editor of the New 
York Tribune. Written in cooperation with 
his family and portraying him in his many and 
varied activities. 

The Poems of Corinne Roosevelt Robinson. , Scribners. 
A collection, including previously published 
volumes with new poema added. 

The New Stone Age in Northern Europe, by John M. 
Tyler. Scribners. 

The story of the New Stone Age, as based on 
. recent acquisitions of knowledge. 

Some Aspects of the Inequality of Incomes in Modern 
Communities, by Hugh Dalton. Button. 

Criticizes the inequality of incomes and ana­
lyzes the causes, with suggestions as to reform 
in the interests of the community. 

Chief Contemporary Dramatists, second series, selected and 
edited by T. H. Dickinson. Houghton MifHin. 

A selection of eighteen plays, including Abra­
ham Lincoln, Milestones, The Easiest Way, 
Mixed Marriage, The Yellow Jacket, Our 
Betters;, Gorki's Lower Depths, etc. 

The Family at Gilje, by Jonas Lie. Translated from the 
Norwegian by Samuel CofRn Eastman. American-Scan­
dinavian Foundation. 

"A domestic story of the Forties." 
Vocational Education, compiled by Emily Robinson, revised 
by J. E. Johnson. H. W. Wilson. 

A compilation with an exhaustive biblio­
graphy. 

C o n t r i b u t o r s 
H. N. BRAILSFORD, the English journalist, is the author of 

The Broom of the War-God, A League of Nations 
and Across the Blockade. 

EDV^ARD G . LOWRY was formerly Managing Editor of the 
New York Evening Post. He served in the dip|o-

• matic and military service of the United States dur­
ing the war. 

SIDNEY HOWARD is a graduate of the University of Cali­
fornia, where he was a student under Carleton H. 
Parker. He served with the American Ambulance in 
France and the Balkans a year before the United 
States entered the war. He afterwards held the rank 
of Captain in the U. S. Air Service, and was Flight 
Commander of the 20th Aero Squadron. He brought 
down three German planes and was decorated with 
the Croix de Guerre and the D. S. C. 

GERALD MORGAN is a writer on the subject of public health. 
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The True Nature and Source of 
Vitamines or Life Elements 

By HENRY LINDLAHR, M . D . 
The latest and most vital message from the pen of this 

well know authority on dietetics and drugless healing 
methods answers the greatest question as to the true 
source of life, heat, energy, resistance, and recuperative 
power. It explains the philosophy and technic of fast­
ing; shows the relationship of vitamines to mineral 
elements and to microzyma; proves the fallacy of the 
calorie theory; revolutionizes the science of dietetics. 

This treatise from beginning to end abounds in aston­
ishing revelations concerning the most importaat 
problems in dietetics and in the treatment of human ail­
ments. Paper bound. Nearly SO pagre*. Postpaid Joc. 

Special discount •when ordered in hts of tut or mof* 
copies. 

LINDLAHR PUBLISHING COMPANY 
515 S. Ashland Blvd., Chicago, 111. 

SWAGO CAMP in Pennsylvania 
FOR THE BOY 

J. JABLONOWER 
S West 65th Street, 

New York City 
Directors 

D. I. KAPLAN 
4712 13th Ave. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lectures on "PSYCHOANALYSIS" Rumford Hall, 50 E. 41st St. 

T
ANDRE KB Friday, at 3.30 p. m. 

l i k l l \ A ^ I M A R . 18—DUAL PERSONALITIES; or the 
UIRBIIIII >)ekyll and Hyde Case in Actual 

Life. 
MAR. 25—LOVE, NORMAL and ABNORMAL. 

Tickets for Sinale Lectures $I.2S plus war tax. 
THE FINE ARTS GUILD, Inc. 489 Fifth Avenue Phone Vanderllllt 8280 

The Greatest DEBATE In a Decade! Just Published! 
"CAPITALISM vs. SOCIALISM." Prof. E. R. A. SELIQ-

MAN, Head of the Dept. of Economics, Columbia University, 
vs. Prof, SCOTT NEARING, of the Rand School of SocJa! 
Science. Introduction by OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD, 
Editor, "The Nation." Certified Stenographic Report, l!lus-
trated by photographs of the debaters; paper cover, SOc; 
ctoth, Jl.eo Include 10c for postage for either copy). 
The Fine Arts Guild, Inc. Dept. 73, 489—5th Ave., N. Y. C. 

WOMAN HER SEX 
ANB 

LOVE LIFE 
A book for every woman married or contemplating mar­

riage. Helps women comprehend and develop their sexual 
life. Vita! knowledge for health and marital happiness. 
Clear, comprehensive and practical. 

Illustrated, 400 pp., $3.00 
By WILLIAM J. ROBINSON, M.D. 

{Sex Knowledae for Men ¥2.00 
Birth Control: An Argument 1.50 
Sexual Problems of Today 2.00 
Never Told Tales 1-60 

12E Mt. 
CRITIC & GUIDE CO. 

Morris Park New York 
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