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men and diplonaats of Japan and he will enter the Chance
ries and Foreign Offices in many Capitals"—all properly 
capitalized as their augustness requires. Nevertheless, the 
reader need not feel too much awe in meeting these gentle
men in connection with M r . Sherrill. "All of these gentle
men with whom I talked knew that I had not the slightest 
shadow of official standing. I represented nobody offi
cially or unofficially. They rightly took me for a plain, 
average American. They believe in the United States and 
in the average American, and to me as su:h they talked 
freely." Thus through the medium of Mr . Sherrill we 
may "be sure of putting ourselves into direct communication 
with up-to-date political thought on the other side of the 
Atlantic." I t certainly takes a "plain, aver;ige American" 
to believe that Prime Ministers and Foreign Offices re
present the up-to-date political thought of Europe, and the 
the belief throws much light on the fitness of an America 
composed of plain, average citizens to enter intimately into 
foreign politics. 

The frontispiece of the volume is a reproduction of a 
bust of Lloyd George and the first chapter fittingly is 
devoted to the same Prime Minister. "Fortunately Lloyd 
George dearly loves a chat, and the way Pliilip Kerr, the 
brilliant, intellectual nephew of Lord Lothian, and until 
recently the Premier's political secretary, had spoken of me, 
had possibly piqued the Welshman's curiosity. Ignoring 
the Premiers who from time to time appeared at the win
dows Lloyd George received me as if his time were un
reservedly mine." Score one for the plain American citizen 
against the competition of Prime Ministers. 

Statistical inquiry shows that of the eight pages devoted 
to the interview, thirteen lines cover the reported whole of 
the Prime Minister's chat, and nine of these lines are 
questions upon matters where Mr . George sought the ad
vice of the plain American citizen. Lloyd George's own 
contribution is to the effect that "Giolitti is the best of us 
all." As to France, we get a sketchy, vivid portraiture of 
Briand, and are incidentally brought in contact with one 
of the most up-to-date features of contemporary French 
political thought. "Many Parisians made profits in war 
contracts, and not a few of them are beginning for the 
first time to take part in politics. . . . This new force is 
tending to invigorate French public life, and Loucheur in
carnates it to the full." Here ive get an insight into the 
vigor of present French foreign policy dee:per than that 
given by many more pretentious works. Space forbids our 
further introduction to the frock-coats and top-hats of 
European diplomacy. Suffice it to say that the last chapter 
takes us to Asia, to Japan. "There, is no danger of my 
ever forgetting my last visit to the Gaimusho, which was 
upon the occasion of a dinner given my wife and myself, 
December 27, 1919, by Viscount Uchida, then and still 
head of the Foreign Office." One lays down the volume 
convinced that M r . Sherrill might have ventured further; 
he will never forget any of the Presidents, Prime Min
isters and lesser notables who have entertained him with 
affable chats and dinners. 

M r . Hunt collects the common people as M r . Sherrill 
collects notables. His self-consciousness talces a radically 
different turn from that of our ex-diplomat. " I have tried 
to tell of common peoples and common hopes rather than 
of great international movements and world politics. . . . 
of common peoples living and fighting and dreaming of 
better things." So in India we learn of Gandhi and what 
he means to the common folk, in China noi: of Presidents 

and Prime Ministers but of the struggling coolie and the 
students, in Japan we meet not Uchida but Kagawa, the 
educated man, the scholar, writer and teacher who has de
voted himself to the slums of Kobe, "walking among out
casts, murderers and broken lives of the lower depths, 
preaching a living, breathing Christianity." There are 
chapters of personal contacts in Korea, Siberia, White 
Australia, the Philippines—significantly called O u r Own 
Little India—Haiti, and-Mexico, all vivid and all dealing 
with the aspirations and struggles of the common people 
for a freer life. His account of Haiti will not bring a 
glow of pride to any American reader, little imperialisms, 
even when of native origin, being no more attractive to 
Mr. Hun t than big imperialisms of English and Japanese 
origin. T h e title of the last chapter sounds the key-note 
of the book. T h e World 's Under-Dogs. 

M r . Hunt 's book is that of a newspaperman. I would 
say a typical newspaper man, were I sure that M r . Hunt ' s 
sympathy and imagination, his gift of penetrating below the 
surface to the substance of the common man's common 
hopes are typical. T h e United States is a democracy; we 
have therefore no classes. In lieu of classes, there are, we 
may say, M r . Sherrill and his readers, and M r . Hunt with 
his audience. I like to cherish the hope or illusion that it 
is Frazier Hunt and those to whom he appeals who are 
indeed the plain, average American citizens. " W e Ameri
cans have had much to say of the British in Egypt and 
India and Ireland and the French in Indo-China and Mad
agascar, and the Japanese in Korea and China and Siberia. 
Any of these accused might quite justly say, 'Let him who 
is without sin cast the first stone'^—and suggest that we 
study our own little conquest of Haiti and San Domingo 
and our interferences in the affairs of Mexico and the tiny 
republics to the south." Let the last word be with M r . 
Hunt . 

J O H N D E W E Y . 

Vergil 
Vergil, a Biography by Tenney Frank. New York: 

Henry Holt atid Company. $2.00. 

C O M E things in scholarship, the general reader might 
* ^ suppose, must have been done once for all, by this time. 
Take the lives of the classical poets. A few meagre para
graphs in the historians, most of whom were professional 
myth makers, a small sheaf of allusions scattered through 
the general literature, and some passages in the poet's work, 
especially in the work that is not certainly his—that is all 
there is out of which to construct a biography. Naturally 
the material has been worked over a hundred times by the 
classical scholars. Yet in reworking the material on Vergil 
Professor Frank has managed to get out of it a lot that is 
new and important. Naturally his biography is a structure 
of hypothesis built upon hypothesis, but these hypotheses 
are so skillfully supported by so much evidence, probable, 
if not conclusive, that the reader cannot escape the con
viction that the picture is on the whole true. And if it is, 
you can know almost as much about Vergil as you know 
about Keats, Byron, or even W a l t Whitman. No, not 
quite; you won't know much about Vergil's loves or his 
finances. But you will know by what methods he was 
trained, with whom he associated, how he worked, what 
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^ch in Personality 
BOOKS OF PERMANENT INTEREST 
FOR Y O U R V A C A T I O N READING 

TTie Naturalist in La Plata 
By \y . II. HUDSON 

In spite of the scientific accuracy of his accounts of strange 
South American animals and birds this book deserves to be 
called a romance of a new and fascinating world of brilliant 
plumage, of graceful rhythms, of creeping menace, and brutal 
strength. It is written in Mr. Hudson's own inimitable limpid 
style, the delight of his readers. $3.00 

Italy Old and New 
KLIZABETH HAZHLTON HAIGHT 

Interpretative essays, which give you the charm of the Italy 
of the far past and the spirit of the Italy of the crowded 
present, old in splendor, yet imperishably young, glamorous 
with romance, pulsating with new and vigorous life, an Italy 
made tender and lovely and strangely vital by intimate, per
sonal knowledge. Illustrated from fine photographs. $2.50 

Lords and Commoners 
By SIR PTP:NRY LUCY 

The Saturday Westminster Gazettes "With entertaining gossip 
and anecdote. Sir Henry Lucy wanders from Parliamentary 
oratory to the New Journalism, and introduces statesmen, 
artists, literary men, socal celebrities, and a host of other in
teresting people whom he has known," Illustrated by some 
of the most distinguished English artists. $6.00 

Ten Years at the Court of St. James 
By BARON VON ECKARDSTEIN 
Translated and Edited by PROF. GEORGE YOUNG 

*'As a human document this volume is well-nigh inimitable 
. . . as an aid to the interpretation of political documents 
it is invaluable."—The New York Herald. $6.00 

The Days That Are No More 
By PRINCESS P A U E I N E M E T T E R N I C H 

A picture of what The Tribune describes as "that fantastic 
and incredible Second Empire over which the Princess 
Metternich had presided, as mistress of the revels." Perhaps 
that is why she was inspired to engineer that greatest revo
lution in the world of fashion—the abolition of the crino
line. $5.00 

Memoirs of a Clubman 
By G. B. B U R G I N 

A book of chatty, rich and personal literary gossip, delight
fully frank in characterization. The author knew intimately 
all the English literary lights of his day—Barrie, Jerome K. 
Jerome, Grant Allen, Eden Phillpotts, Swinburne. William 
Black, Conan Doyle and a hundred others. His genial view 
of life, apt sense of humor, and wide grasp of human charac
ter, place these among the most readable and likeable remi
niscences of the day. $5.00 

The Stage Life of Mrs. Stirling 
By PERCY AELEN 

The London Daily Telegraph calls it: "A very valuable addi
tion to stage history. Almost the whole of the nineteenth 
century is covered by her long life; in passing, therefore, wc 
get an interesting and valuable insight into the varying condi
tions of the English stage during that period. Every student 
of theatrical history will thank Mr. Allen for his able 
work." $5.00 

Some Political Ideas and Persons 
^.v JOHN BAIEEY 

Collected essays, entirely political, by the well-known critic of 
the London Times. The first essay deals with Queen Victoria 
with special reference to the recent book by Mr. Strachey. 
The study of the Queen is followed by essays on Disraeli, 
Henry Fox, Lord Grey, and Lord Randolph Chuchill, etc. $2.00 

Some Revolutions and Other Diplomatic 
Elxperiences 
By the late Rr. HON. SIR HENRY ELLIOT 

These interesting reminiscences by one of the distinguished 
British ambassadors of the last century contain much new 
information, especially in regard to the trouble-breeding 
Balkans. $7.00 

Any Bookstore can supply these; 
or if not, they can be had from 

E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY 
681 Fifth Avenue, New York 

The Russian workman has raw material, plants 
and equipment. He needs capital. He is willing 
to pay for capital. Help him and help yourself. 

HELP REBUILD RUSSIA 
This company, formed at the suggestion of 

President Sidney Hillman of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers, has a contract with the Soviet 
Government to take over nine textile and cloth
ing factories in Moscow and Petrograd. These 
are going concerns, but they need working capi
tal. $1,000,000 must be raised at $10.00 a share. 
Dividends will be paid up to 10 per cent. 

When you give food to a starving man you do 
not help him as much as if you gave him a job. 
Americans have contributed splendidly to feed 
Russian famine victims. Now we have a chance 
to invest money which will not be eaten up, but 
will help Russians to help themselves. 

THE RUSSIAN-AMERICAN 
INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION 
Sidney Hillman, Pres. 31 Union Sq., New York 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 

RUSSIAN-AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION, 
31 Union Square, New York City. 

I want shares of your stock at $10.00 a share, 

for which I enclose $ 

I want further information about your proposition. 

Name 

Address 

City 

State N.R. 8-2-22 

Please mention The New Republic when writing to advertisers. 
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his attitude was toward the great political movements of 
the day. 

From our prep school days most of us ha^'e carried away 
a picture of Vergil as a vague and colorless personality, 
rather accurately represented by a frontispiece illustration 
in half tone of some bust with bulging, sightless eyes, plump 
cheeks and soft round chin. A pedant, a good liver and 
a sycophant, such we judged the man who sang like a 
cicada of Tityrus under the spreading beech, and like a 
pipe organ of the pious scoundrel Aeneas. W e were all 
wrong. Professor Frank proves. Vergil was a man of 
high courage, a man with great and significant conceptions 
of art and politics and life, an empire builder of the spirit. 
Read Professor Frank and then, if your Latin is not too 
rusty, dip into the Aeneid. You will find a new force 
drawing you to Vergil, and discover at what a heavy per
sonal cost to you instruction in Latin has been entrusted 
to grammarians, instead of Tenney Franks. A. J . 

When Greek Meets English 
New Little Poems from the Greek, by Walter Leaf. 

York: Robert M. McBride and Company. $1.75. 

Old English Poetry: Translations into Alliterative 
Verse with Introductions and Notes, by J. Duncan Spaeth. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. $2.00. 

HO W E V E R many ways there may be to translate 
adequately from a foreign language into English 

there are at least a number of ways by which to translate 
inadequately. M r . Leaf has chosen one of these, apparent
ly at random, and he has held rigidly to the letter of it 
throughout his Little Poems from the Greek. There was 
a time when the simple fact of having made a translation 
from the Greek was the distinguishing mark of many a 
well-bred young lady. There was also a time, now happily 
outlived, during which such translation was the very badge 
of laborious scholarship. Today it does not seem too 
much to ask that a translator, even though he be a scholar, 
in doing Greek poetry into English contrive somehow to 
produce poetry in English. Wi th the exception of a few 
of the simpler epitaphs and epigrams Professor Leaf, who 
undoubtedly knows Greek, has failed to do this. Wha t is 
still more important, he has failed to make us see clearly 
that there is a beauty, a spirit of life lived with emotion 
and intensity behind these selections which he has chosen 
from the Anthology. I t is difficult to understand what 
value there can be in a translation of which it must be 
said, as the reader turns from piece to piece, "Of course 
this gives you no real idea of the original." 

Dr . Spaeth's Old English Poetry which includes ex
amples of Anglo-Saxon epic and lyric poetry, is another 
story. Perhaps it is easier to translate from Old English 
than from the Greek but to the uninitiated it would not 
seem so. Occasionally in the Beowulf and more often in 
the other long poems included we find the translator's 
adherence to the principles of the four-stiessed line and 
of the medial caesura getting us into rhythmic difficulties 
but throughout the whole book, which comprises the best 
and most important Anglo-Saxon poetry we are never in 
any doubt as to the poetic quality of the original. W e 
are never constrained to feel that Dr . Spaeth amuses him

self in railroad trains, as Mr . Leaf confesses that he does, 
with translation as he might with a deck of cards or a 
picture puzzle. W e find the breath of life in Old Eng
lish Poetry, life and the music of much enthusiasm tem
pered by a considerable distinction. R. H . 

Where Your Treasure Is, by John Hastings Turner. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. $1.75. 

' I ""HIS is a novel of idea, unwavering and concentrated; 
-•- of theme competently, although too insistently, 

handled. There is, in finishing it, that kind of dazed and 
hammered-on feeling which the book's people felt after 
sitting too long on the white beach of Whyticombe in the 
concentrated glare of the single-minded sun. M r . Turner , 
in writing a better book than his earlier two, has written 
also a more faulty one; its very sincerity and zeal for 
truth have betrayed it into an overstressing of the point 
and into a fallacious technique by which incongruous fairy
tale methods are dragged into a story of the most actual 
kind. L. T. N. 

Books of the Month 
Soliloquies in England and More Soliloquies 

by George Santayana. (Scribners; $3.50) 

The Outline of Science, Vols. I and I I 
edited by / . Arthur Thomson. (Putnam; $3.75 each) 

Books and Characters, French and English 
hy Lytton Strachey. (Harcour t ; $3.50) 

Late Lyrics and Earlier 
by Thomas Hardy. (Macmillan; $2.50) 

T h e Garden Party, and Other Stories 
hy Katharine Mansfield. (Knopf; $2.0o) 

Ulysses 
by James Joyce. 

Since Cezanne 
by Clive Bell. 

(Paris: Shakespeare and Co. 
200 fr.) 

(Harcour t ; $2.50) 

Contributors 
DAVID FRIDAY was until recently professor of economics 

at the University of Michigan. He is the author of 
Profits, Wages and Prices and of various articles 
on financial subjects. 

H. N. BRAILSFORD, the English publicist, is the author of 
Across the Border and The Russian Workers' Re
public. 

AGNES BURNS WIECK is herself a miner's wife and lives 
in Belleville, the Illinois mining town mentioned in 
her article. 

WALTER LIPPMANN, formerly an editor of The New Re
public, is now on the editorial staff of the New York 
World. He is the author of A Preface to Politics; 
Drift and Mastery; Liberty and the News; and 
Public Opinion. 

JOHN DEWEY is the author of Studies in Logical Theory; 
Democracy and Politics; and Human Nature and 
Conduct, An Introduction to Social Psychology. 
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