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can be roughly indicated in one sentence, nor in several 
sentences. T h e general purport of Dr . Chew's summary 
is here, as often, essentially that of M r . F . C. Hedgcock's 
extensive study in his thesis for the French doctorate. But 
while Dr . Hedgcock has probably pushed his generaliza
tions farther than the plain facts warrant, he has given 
his evidence in great detail and has made distinc
tions and qualifications that put the matter in a very differ
ent light. 

There is one point in which Dr . Chew has probably 
been unduly affected by academic prepossessions. While 
he gives only about one third as much space to the poetry 
as to the prose of Hardy, he regards the poetry as of 
greater importance, and of T h e Dynasts he says that it 
is "now held by all good judges to be the greatest work 
of literature produced within this generation." He does 
little to justify this confident contention except to classify 
the subject-matter of the poems, to sketch the philoso
phy, and to laud the sincerity of Hardy and—here 
Dr . Chew is at his best—his uncompromising pursuit of 
the truth. 

T h e relative greatness of Hardy's prose and verse must 
be determined, one would suppose, by the fact that his 
verse, however powerful and individual, is obviously in
ferior as verse to his prose as prose. O r is it assumed that, 
even in our day, verse is a nobler medium than prose, and 
that epic and poetic drama are necessarily greater genres 
than that used by Tolstoy and Thackeray? T h e epic was 
the product of certain human conditions, long since passed 
away, and was no doubt the finest product of those condi
tions. But is it not likely that our greatest work will be 
produced in a genre more generally cultivated in our day 
and more characteristic of it? There are many types of 
work to be considered. There are, for two examples, 
Queen Victoria and T h e Education of Henry Adams. 
There are France and Russia and Denmark to be reck
oned with. And above all there are, in England, T h e 
Egoist and Lord Jim and Tess of the D'Urber-
villes. 

J O S E P H W A R R E N B E A C H . 

Mary Wollstonecraft 
Portrait of Mrs. W., by Josephine Preston Peabody. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. $i.7S-

TH I S play has been written to frame a portrait. The 
portrait is Opie's painting of Mary Wollstonecraft 

which hangs in the National Portrait Gallery in London. 
In the studio of the Cornish painter, delicately perfumed 
by lilacs, crumpets, and tea, we are introduced to a group 
of famous people who figured in Mary's life about the time 
of her marrage to Godwin. Mrs. Inchbald, Mrs. Siddons, 
John Kemble, and Robert Southey have come to view the 
picture. Holcroft, to the disappointment of some readers, 
has been kept away, as he is working "desperately on his 
tragedy." Imlay is naturally absent—he belonged to Mary's 
past. But to dismiss him as a libertine, as the author does 
in the preface, is to take refuge in a categorical definition 
which tells us nothing. The mysterious stranger from 
America, deathlessly faithful to Mary and sponsor for all 
the ideal values of love, was evidently created by the 
author as a contrast and a compensation for the errant 
Imlay. I t is hard to believe, however, that the graceful 
sublimations of the idealistic M r . Symes would have 

had a very strong appeal for the real Mary Wollstone
craft. 

Wi th this radiant, vital creature, the present play has 
little to do. The episodes of her history, even the tragic 
death bed scene, have slight vividness or poignancy. A 
quaint eighteenth century atmosphere is maintained, through 
which the characters move as if stepping in a minuet. It 
is not an atmosphere in which Mary Wollstonecraft be
longs. 

She is of the strain of Medea and Penthesilea, and 
refuses an embodiment composed of curtsies, old English 
songs, and sentimental motherhood. 

Perhaps it is tempting failure anywzy to try to 
write imitation dialogue for a genius who expressed 
herself in writing so fearlessly and adequately while 
she was about it. Is not the better drama in the 
circumstances to be expected of the biographer? It 
exists, so far as Mary Wollstonecraft is concerned, in 
Stirling Taylor's biography published in 1911 and now 
regrettably out of print. This book has captured something 
of the true character of the author of T h e Vindication of 
the Rights of Woman. Her fire, her intellect, her tender
ness, her inconsistencies,—all her intriguing comiplexity is 
handled with a keen yet delicate appreciation. I t is a 
thousand pities that so good a book should be allowed to 
languish. 

K A T H A R I N E A N T H O N Y . 

Contributors 
WILLIAM HARD is a writer on public affairs. He is the 

author of The Women of Tomorrow. 
OLIVER MADOX HUEFFER is an English writer and war 

correspondent. At one time he was editor of the 
Onlooker, as also of the Throne. He has been on 
the staff of various periodicals in England and the 
United States. During the European war he served 
in the Somme campaign. He is the author of In 
Arcady, Love's Disguises and other books. 

NICHOLAS KOPELOFF is in charge of the research depart
ment of bacteriology of the New York Psychiatric 
Institute, Ward 's Island, New York. 

LILLIAN SEGALL KOPELOFF was formerly assistant bac
teriologist at the Louisiana Experiment Station, New 
Orleans. She is now doing graduate work in bio
logical chemistry at the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Columbia University. 

ERNESTINE EVANS is a graduate of the University of 
Chicago. During the war she was foreign corres
pondent of the London Chronicle and the New York 
Tribune in Russia. 

HAZEL HALL lives in Portland, Oregon, and though she 
has been confined to her bed since childhood as the 
result of an accident, she has for the past five years 
been a frequent contributor of poetry to current pe
riodicals. This spring her first volume of poems, 
Curtains, was published. 

DAVID SAVTLLE MUZZEY is a Harvard '93 man, Columbia 
Ph.D., who is now Professor of History at Columbia. 
He is the author of Readings in American History 
and The Life of Thomas Jefferson. 

HERBERT S. GORMAN has been on the staff of the Spring
field Union, the New York Sun, the New York Herald 
and the New York Evening Post. He is now assis
tant editor of the New York Times Book Review. 

JOSEPH WARREN BEACH is an associate professor of Eng
lish at the University of Minnesota. He is author of 
The Comic Spirit of Meredith and The Method of 
Henry James. 

KATHARINE ANTHONY, formerly an instructor at Wellesley 
College, has been associated with the Russell Sage 
Foundation in research work. She is the author of 
Feminism in Germany and Scandinavia, and Mar
garet Fuller: a Psychological Biography. 
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40,000 
who won't 

SAYS William Hard in last week's New Republic: " I gaze with awe at this man 
(the President) whose legal responsibility his cabinet cannot share and whose duty 

his legislature will not direct. I gaze at him with still more awe when—besides his 
legislature—his whole country begins to abdicate in his favor. 

"Shall coal operators attempt to resume the operating of their properties? They are 
seen to wait till this man says so. 

"Shall we make plans for the just distribution of what coal we may have? A 
hundred and ten million people are seen to wait till this man says so. 

"They offer him leadership. In return he offers them a chance to give him a mani
fest mandate saying where to lead." 

There are 40,000 Americans who are not abdicating in anybody's favor, who are 
deteiTnined to give the President the manifest mandate that he asks for. Those are 
the 40,000 readers of T h e New Republic, the effective members of their respective 
communities. Through The New Republic they make their opinions solid and their 
influence felt. 

HO W much would your and our opinions count if you 
added your voice to our council ? Not to agree with 

T h e New Republic's opinions or have T h e New Republic 
agree with yours, but to the end that by mutual conference 
we may build up a solid body of informed, unbiased and 
articulate public opinion that shall give this democracy a 
tangible "will of the people," by which its leaders may 
steer. 

N E W subscribers may take advantage of the bargain 
offei's on the left hand coupon. Present subscribers 

are reminded that they may buy any books they want 
through T h e New Republic's cooperative book buying ser
vice. Ten percent of the books so bought will be refunded 
in cash or fifteen percent applied to a renewal of subscrip
tion, as you prefer. T h e right hand coupon below is for 
your convenience in ordering. 

"tSfte ^ ^ K Afeai' 

R - E P U B L I C -
421 West 21 *! Street 

NewYorkCity 

W E suggest: Glimpses of the Moon, by Edith Wharton ($2) ; The 
Outline of Science, ed. by J . W . Thompson (2 vols., each $3.75) ; 

T h e Mother of All Living, by Robert Keable ($2) ; Senescence, by G. Stanley 
Hall ($5) ; Adrienne Toner, by Anne Douglas Sedgewick ($2) ; T h e Mind 
in the Making, by James Harvey Robinson ($2.50) ; Rahab, by Waldo Frank 
($2) ; Birthright, by T . S. Stribling ($1.90) ; T h e American Language, by 
H . L. Mencken ( $ 6 ) ; T h e Minds and Manners of Wild Animals, by W . T . 
Hornaday ( $ 2 ) ; T h e Craft of Fiction, by Percy Lubbock ($3) ; T h e Econ
omic Basis of Politics, by Charles A. Beard ($1.25). • 

For the enclosed $ 
send me The New Republic for a year 
and the book checked below: 

D A year of The New Republic and The Story 
of Mankind $6.50 

• A year of The New Republic and Books and 
Characters $6.50 

n A year of The New Rep. and Public Opinion $6.25 

n A 5'ear of The New Republic and Crane's 
International Atlas $6.50 

• A year of The New Republic and the Review 
of Reviews and the Wells History, all three 

Name 

Address 
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Is the Church Competent? 
Is the church as we now have it a competent organ of religion as we now conceive it? 

TH E C H R I S T I A N C E N T U R Y is now presenting an unhampered discussion 
of fundamental questions dealing with the basic structure of the Church, 
and leading up to this searching inquiry : 

The discussion deals particularly with the forces and tendencies in the larger units of organized Christianity 
—that is, the several denominations. Are the denominations still characterized by their original genius and 
significance, or have their distinctive ideas and aims passed over into the common possession of Christendom? 
Is the denominational apparatus equal to the great task of present day Christianity? Are the present groups 
moving toward a general coalescence, or toward further splits into still more denominations? Or is the en
tire denominational order moving toward collapse to make way for a distinctly different tj'pe of religious organ
ization? The discussion is broad and impartial. 

The Christian Century and a Great Book for $4.00 

CHRISTIHN 
CENTURA 

A Journal of Religion 
CHARLES CLAYTON MOEEISON and 
HERBERT L. WILLETT, Editors 

Published Weekly Four Dollars a Year 

The New Voice for the New Time I 
The welcome that has been given The Christian 

Century during the past two years by the leaders of 
thought throughout the nation is one of the most en
couraging signs in the history of religious journalism. 
For such a day as this, many are saying, The Christian 
Century has come. Churchmen and intelligent non-
churchmen are enthusiastically interested .'n the service 
The Christian Century is rendering the entire religious 
world in interpreting religion as directly applicable to 
the solution of the problems of today. 

Misc Jane Addams, Hull House, says: "The 
Christian Century is a happy departure from 
the conventional church paper. It displays 
unusual editorial judgment. Many of us have 
felt the need of a religious journal which shall 
intelligently treat of current political and social 
matters from a spiritual viewpoint." 
The Westminster Gazette, London, says: 
"The Christian Century is the ablest and most 
influential religious paper in America." 

THE NIND IN THE MAKING 
By James Harvey Robinson 

Formerly Professor of History in Columbia University 

The most authoritative thinkers of the 
day are discussing this book. Each page 
could be expanded into a volume. 

The author is a well-known historical 
student who is more interested in the future 
than in the past. He studies the past for 
the sake of the future. His chief atten
tion has been devoted not to kings and 
popes, wars and boundary lines, but to the 
rise and fall of ideas, the comings and go
ings of beliefs and opinions. I t is the past 
of the human mind that he treats in this 
book, with a view to promoting its freedom 
and further expansion. He makes plain the 
historical reasons for our intellectual bond
age, and points the way of escape and the 
consequent lightening of the world's burden 
of stupidity, blindness, and threatening dis
aster. The book deals, in short, with what 
H. G. Wells calls "the race between edu
cation and catastrophe." 

(Use Coupon Below) 

Remember! The Book and The Christian Century — Both for $4.00 1 

Fill out one of these coupons and mail today. Addresses outside U. S. must provide for extra postage. 

T H E CHRISTIAN CENTURY, 508 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 

Dear Sirs: Please enter my name (a new subscriber) for a year's subscription 
to The Christian Century at your regular rate of $4.00 (ministers $3.00). I will 
remit upon receipt of bill and you will please send me without extra charge a copy 
of n "The Reconstruction of Religion," by Ellwood, or D "The Crisis of the 
Churches,'' by Leighton Parks, or • "Creative Christianity," by George Cross, or 
D "The Creative Christ," by Drown, or D "Toward the Understanding of Jesus," 
by Simkhovitch, or D "What and Where Is God?" by Swain, or D "The Mind in 
the Making)" by Dr. James Harvey Robinson. 

T H E CHRISTIAN CENTURY 
508 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 

Dear Sirs: Enclosed please find $1 
for a twelve-weeks' acquaintance sub
scription to The Christian Century. 

Name 

Name Address. 
N.R.8-23-22 

Address 
(Use title "Rev." if a minister) 

N.R.8-23-22 
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