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A Glutton for London 
The London Spy: A Book of Town Travels, by Thomas 

Burke. New York: The George H. Doran Company. 
$2.00. 

T F for nothing else, we must at least give Thomas Burke 
••• credit for intensive and assiduous cultivation of his field. 
I think Christopher Morley once pointed out M r . Burke's 
habit of repeating himself; certainly, now, that habit is 
reaching alarming proportions. M r . Burke has rewritten 
his most popular book, Limehouse Nights, three times: as 
verse in T h e Song Book of Quong Lee of Limehouse, as a 
novel in Twinkletoes and as additional short stories in 
More Limehouse Nights. And the material of M r . Burke's 
first and best book, Nights in Town, has been worked over 
into four other volumes: London Lamps, Ou t and About, 
The Outer Circle and now T h e London Spy. I fancy 
that M r . Burke must think of his London as a large and 
somewhat juicy sponge: the first squeeze, when the sponge 
was fairly dripping and aching for friendly fingers, brought 
forth Limehouse Nights and Nights in London; the sec­
ond series of squeezes, with the sponge continually drier, 
came of? not so successfully; now, in T h e London Spy, 
M r . Burke hurts his fingers and produces very little juice 
indeed. His sponge has become a residue. T h e London 
Spy, in short, is thin stuff. M r . Burke devotes himself 
once again to a casual appraisal of various phases of London 
life; he rambles and wanders, mostly at night, and sets 
down what he finds. He visits a movie studio in Islington, 
buys pipes at Dunhill 's in Duke Street, discovers pubs and 
eating places in remote corners, investigates Berwick Street 
Market, listens to Cockney confessions at the Thames 
Police Court, drinks vermouth in Canning 'I'own, discovers 
a streetful of beautiful children in White Horse Lane, 
smokes opium near the Dock Road, and finds out, after all, 
that "Bloomsbury was never so bad as it has been painted." 
Only Westminster and the night clubs are neglected. And 
even the chimes of Big Ben are duly noted down. 

I t may be true that London is big enough to stand nine 
books about her from one hand. But that hand should be 
a bigger one than Thomas Burke's. J O H N G U N T H E R . 

Just Nerves 
Just Nerves, by Austen Fox Riggs, with an introduction 

by Henry Van Dyke. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Com­
pany, goc. 

I "'HIS book is a little eighty-seven page affair of sound 
-•• practical advice from the physician to the nervous lay­

man and the parent of the' nervous child. Dr . Riggs is, 
as Henry Van Dyke in introducing him assures us, "sane, 
modest, helpful and encouraging." He is also dogmatic as 
becomes the good physician upon whom all rely for en­
couragement. He is familiar with modern psychological 
belief, and garnishes the book with a chapter on psychology. 
Moreover this chapter is presumably part of his treatment: 
since scientific knowledge is power, the nervous reader gains 
confidence if he is taught to understand the mind, even 
though he be taught in but eleven pages. A jolly little 
example of correspondence school psychology, by a success­
ful physician, sincerely motivated, and probably as right as 
the necessity of an assured manner permits. 

Such books always raise the dilemma of the two-fold 
function of language. Do we talk and write to influence 
our fellow-men or to tell the t ruth? W h a t are we to do 
when the two functions are incompatible, as they are when 
the proper verbal spur to action is gained only by the pre­

tense that we are uttering facts? Dr . Riggs proceeds on 
the thesis that "self-knowledge, psychologically and ethical­
ly, .is the best assurance against nervous breakdown," but 
his book is better understood as a psychological stimulus 
than as a psychological text. One wonders nevertheless 
whether the majority of nervous laymen are such muddy 
thinkers as to receive the assurance of power that knowl­
edge gives from his vague account of the "spiritual" ele­
ment in mental life. 

The last two chapters give common sense rules for the 
child and the adult : four symptoms to be avoided with the 
child, ten rules for the adult. They are all good advice, 
and they are true to common sense in that they involve an 
inconsistency. You never could tell from reading this book 
whether man is a free agent or a pawn on the chessboard 
of life. Of course not, for the nervous man needs to 
adhere to both positions. He needs confidence and con­
fidence comes both when he is relieved of responsibility by 
being told that his mental life is dependent on external 
factors and also when he is made responsible by being 
assured that his cure lies within his own power. But then 
no one ever maintained that the knowledge that is power 
is always self-consistent. 

Tlie best thing about the book is its insistence on the 
reality of the mental life: nervousness and all the other 
mental goods and ills are just as real as the broken leg or 
the strong arm. There are very few of us but need this 
advice E D W I N G . BORING. 

Pio Baroja 
The Quest, by Pio Baroja. New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf. $2.50. 

TH E realism of this new novel of Baroja's will dis­
appoint whatever portion reads it of that now famous 

average, the American reading public. For these devotees 
of the modern genre of clutter in art, there is in this book 
neither the sordid clap-trap of Gopher Prairie's thorough­
fare, nor any of the sentimental ecstatics of Mark Sabre's 
story. Rather is it an almost diabolical selection of life's 
constituents pared to the quick. A tale told in essentials 
only, and these as elemental as grit. 

Wi th such terms—cruel, bitter, but beautiful in their 
lucid brutality—is told this story of Madrid's underworld; 
of the struggle of Manuel, son of the unimaginative and 
consumptive drudge Petra, a youth forecursed with sensi­
tiveness and spirit in this world of brothel, beggars' court 
and gutter; of Roberto's romantic search—ever held in by 
the set pattern of the author—for a woman and the way to 
a hundred million reales; of Leandro and Milagros's tragic 
adolescent passion. A sinister tale, perhaps, but not a sordid 
one. Its terms are too true for that, and it is 
sinister only in the sense that all such elemental living 
is sinister. 

For Baroja is too much of an artist to falsify his matter 
in any interest. He knows that even in the squalid board­
ing house on Mesonero Romanos Street there is room for 
an occasional kindness; that there is the haven of Senor 
Custodio's home among the wretched huts of the rag­
pickers; that the spark of at least one gutter-rat's life is 
at some diviner fire. And he knows that the city is itself 
a harsh loveliness—whether in the full glare of the south­
ern sun, among its transparent mists, or through slants of 
metallic rain. Wi th such has he builded, and his art— 
so firmly and truly grounded—attains the vitality and 
beauty of hard things, things that endure. 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 

I OLIVER HERFORD'S 
encliantuiff drawins^s are the perfecting 
tout-'h which completes the original and 
delightful story of 

The Bird-Nest 
Bo£urding-House 
By VERBENA REED 

Verotchka's Tsdes 
By MAMIN SIBERIAK 

Bussian stories translated by Ray David­
son and Illustrated by Boris Artzy-
bashefl'. $2.00 

The Pinafore Pocket 
Story Book 
By MIRIAM CLARK POTTER 

Wli^msical. Quaint fancies for little 
seven to twelve year olds. $2.50 

Little Lucia 
By MABEL L. ROBINSON 

A cliamiLn;^ story, by the author of 
"Dr. Tain o' Siianter." $1.50 

Henny and Penny 
By BERTHA PARKER HALL 

By the autiior of the "Ducki' Daddle" 
stories. Illustrated by Ruth Clements 
Parrell. $1.6(1 

Kari the El^hant 
By DHAN GOPAL MUKERJI 

A sliiniihiling. Story of the education of 
aa oh-uhtuit. $2.00 

He Who Steals 
By ALFREDO BAIOCCO 

Mr. Walter Cramp's translation sus­
tains well the atmosphere of the Italian 
orlijinal. $2,00 

The New World 
Fairy Book 
By HOWARD A. KENNEDY 

Folk lore Trom the Canadian border, 
(Siiletly Indian In origin. Illus. $:i.50 

The Japanese Fairy Book 
By YEI THEODORA OZAKI 

stories wiilch have delighted many 
Japanese children. Illus. $3.00 

The Shadow Witch 
By GERTRUDE CROWN-

FIELD 
By the autlifn* of "Princess White 
F l ame" : a beautiful allegory, $2.00 

The Story of a 
Cuckoo's Egg 
By HILDA TERRAS 

A true story of bird life illustrated 
with colored photographs. $2.50 

Sing a Song of Sleepy 
Head 
By JAMES FOLEY 

Wiose "Boys and Girls" is a children's 
classic. $2.00 

A ChUdren's Garland 
of Verse 
Gathered by GRACE RHYS 

Pf>e*ns anionp which a child may 
browae, enjoying their spirit of vitality 
of bocW and mind. Illustrated in col­
ors- $3.00 

BOOKS FOR BOYS 

A Book of Boyhoods 
By EUGENIE M. FRYER 

Stories of the youth of men who won 
fame in ways and times faj apart. $2-00 

Won for the Fleet 
By F ITZHUGH GREEN 

A story of Naval Academy life^ in fas-
cinatuit; detail. $2.00 

The Brassbounder 
By Capt. DAVID W. BONE 

A broezy yam of a boy's life on an 
old aauu-e-riggei-. $2.00 

The Book of Giants 
By HENRY LAVIER 

An interestlns collection of the world's 
lore about giants. $2.00 

T H E N E W R E P U B L I C 

BOOKS FOR GIFTS-
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MY YEARS ON THE STAGE 
By JOHN DREW 

A vivid picture of the brilliant career of the most distinguished actor 
on the American stase. In an easy, casiml way which is deli!;ht-
fully convincing of his sincerity aiid affection for his friends, he 
tells of the plays in which he has appeared, of the parts he has 
created, of the people who through fifty years have acted with 
liini. And it is not merely of tht-atres, plays and actors that he 
writes; but also of men and women distinguished in th»i world of 
fashion, of politics, of dipiomacy. of finance and of tlie profest^ions, 
who were his friends. $5.00 

WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS 
A Critical Study by DELMAR GROSS COOKE 

One of tlie sanest, slncerest and moat finished biographical and 
literary studies in our literature. I t Ls evidently a labor of love, 
but nowhere is admiration permitted to prt*judice judgment. I t is 
fresh, original, and very readable. You feel in reading it the 
essential siiirltual strength and mental beauty of this genial Ameri­
can and are inspired to make many an esccursion into the wide 
fields of tlio world's poetry and fiction wliich tlie novelist loved 
and enrielied. I t should stand beside every set of IloWflls's 
novels. $3.00 

BEASTS, IVIEN AND GODS 
By FERDINAND OSSENDOWSKI 

"A book of astounding, breath-taking, enthralline adventure . . . 
a journey tJirousili the oldest and now probably the wildest of 
the regions of civilization, in whLoli the traveler faced danger 
and deatli in a grtuit variety of waj's, saw more astounding things, 
penotraietl more mysteries than has any otiisr man wlio has em­
barked ui;on perilous adventure these many days. . . . Aside from 
tlie niarvelii and tlie dangers of the journey . . . his report of 
and comment uyoii the native life and the unrest tliat \A dloturbing 
it, give much authentic and desirable information of conditions 
Ihat may yet be of Uie highest consequence to *ie re»t of the 
woi-ld. . . . It is a fascinating book." $300 

THE ROMANTIC WORLD OF MUSIC 
By WILLIAM ARMSTRONG 

Wherever tiie opera world haa its lovors this book will give 
delifiJit. I t is full of tlie most di>lieiitl'ul intiniaey with the 
personalities standing iiighest among tlie sintjers of today, as they 
revealod tliemselves to an understaudins critic and personal 
friend. $5 00 

Henry T. Fjnek calls it "the most personal and entertaining book 
on musicians publislied for years." 

A gift 
of tJie 
was in 
tion. 

FAR AWAY AND LONG AGO 
By W. H. HUDSON 

for tbo^e who have not read this utterly charminK record 
early years in the Argentine of this great naturalist, who 
iiiiuiy uiiys tlie fnie .̂[ writer Kii;,'latid has liail hi a genera-

$3.(10 

THE LIFE OF CARDINAL GIBBONS 
By ALLEN SINCLAIR WILL, M.A., Litt.D., LL.D. 
A "Life" wliich for tlie first time reveals the Cardinal's great 
influence in nial.lers of national importance and iiis erainenoe as 
a great American. 
Tlie range of his public services wi,ll be a revelafcion to most 
readers. Tlu^se p;v;,'es tell of how ho became the youngest Bisliop 
in the world, winning the spocial favor of Leo XIII , who maile 
him a Cardinal. His constant stand for Americanism in obtain­
ing tlie sanction of tiie Church for orgaaiKed labor, in combatting 
religious intolerance, aiid in working for civic reforms, makoB him 
on outstandit^g fifruro in the history of his time, even aside from 
his position as tlie loader of a churoh of tremendous vitaJity. His 
I-ife shoulf! stand beside that of your favorite great American, 
whoever he may be. Two Volumes, $10.00 

These books are obtainable from any bookstore, or 
direct from 

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 
6 8 1 Fifth Avenue, New York 

Send for their illustrated catalogue of "Books for 
Gifts" 

NEfV NOVELS 

LEONARD MERRICK'S new 
book 

To TeU You the Truth 
The first new book from Leonard Mer-
ric-lt sinee •'While Paris LauBhcd." $1.90 

The Driver 
GARET GARRETT'S novel of 

finance 
HEYWOOD BBODN says that It Is 
amen;; the most absorbing books he has 
read recently. $2.00 

The Tramping Methodist 
By SHEILA KAYE-SMITH 

"She has somehow, somewhere, caught 
the lyrical element In religious con­
version." $2.00 

Italy New and Old 
By E. HAZELTON H A I G H T 

Tlie Boston Transcript says tliat to ita 
readers "a t the regretted close of the 
book will come a sense of personal 
experience so vivid that it will be dif­
ficult for t^em to realize that tlicy have 
not themselves trodden these ancient 
ways." $2,50 

The Roadmender 
By MICHAEL FAIRLESS 

The 'I8th edition of this exquisite clas­
sic is illustrated with 20 mounted pho-
tograplis of places mentioned in the 
text. $6.00 

The Life of the Spirit 
and the Life of Today 
By EVELYN UNDERHILL 

Discusses the modern world-view of 
history, modem psychological inquiry, 
institutional religion, education, and 
tlie personal and social life of to­
day. $2.50 

Pirandello: Three Play? 
Inchides "Sis Characters in Search of 
an Author," "Henry I V " and "Right 
You Are (If You Think So ) " by per­
haps the most tailced of playv\Tight of 
the season. $3.50 

Things Seen on the 
Italian Lakes 
By Mrs. LONSDALE RAGG, 

author of *'Things Seen in 
Venice." 

Profusely illustrated. $1.50 

The Works of LI-PO 
Tlie best-known poet in China for a 
tlLousand years is introduced to Eng­
lish readers by Shigeyoshi Obata. in a 
volume which will catch the eye at once 
of anybody who desires to make a gift 
of quaint, exotic distinction, $3.50 

Chips of Jade 
By ARTHUR GUITERMAN 

Chinese proverbs, etc*, of auaint exotic 
flavor, turned into Quotable verses. A 
strikins cover adds to its air of dis­
tinction. $2.00 

Tatlings 
By SYDNEY TREMAYNE. 

With pen and ink drawings 
by "Fish." 

Epi^Taras in which the cynical youth of 
to-day will delight. $2 00 
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