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The Long Journey

The Long Journey, by Johannes V. Jensen. Translated
by 4. G. Chater. Volume I: Fire and Ice; Volume 11:
The Cimbrians. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. $5.00.

IT has become the fashion lately to write epics of man-

kind, showing the long continuity of human effort.
Wells, in his Outline of History, and Van Loon, in The
Story of Mankind, have taken hold of the German science
of Weltgeschichte—professed in the nineteenth century
by bearded scholars—and remoulded it with journalistic
facility. The former is a book, picturesque, but mar-
vellously inexact; the latter is a nursery epic, written to
captivate and instruct. And yet both authors hold to the
traditional stand of the historian: even where their in-
formation is thin, they never consciously fictionize. Their
convictions are what Croce calls “the undemonstrable con-
viction of the juryman, who has heard the witnesses,
listened attentively to the facts, and prayed Heaven to
inspire him.” ‘That is to say, they attempt to show the
world realistically, as it has been since the day of primeval

slime. But finally, the value of their conclusions depends

upon the depth of their intuitions.
the nature of the artist.

Covering so vast a field, Jensen has preferred to make
his work artistic in the narrow sense, presenting it in the
the aspect of the possible, of the imaginable. Thus The
Long Journey is frankly fiction—intuition illuminating
a very solid background of science. It is a series of stories,
delightfully written, each of them covering an epoch: the
two volumes which have appeared carry the men of
northern Europe all the way from the "hot volcanic
age of forest-life to the stirring times of the Roman
Republic.

Undoubtedly the method has its advantages. It gives
room for a great deal of pleasant satire, as when Jensen
writes: “They two were alone upon the ice-sheet, the
only human couple in the North. The sun broke through
the clouds and saw that there were no others. Thus arose
monogamy.” He can expand on those eras where his
information is sound and use asterisks for the interim; and
he never needs to say, as Wells does, “Now here again,
with every desire to be plain with the reader, we have
still to trouble him with qualifying statements and notes
of interrogation.” There is no need to discuss issues of
history or anthropology; what he does is to reach his own
solutions and present them in clear, living pictures. ‘They
stand out amazingly vivid—Ilearning fused and united by
the flame of art. ~

Intimaté human needs are what interest Jensen most—
climate and love and the search for food, the recklessness
of men and the frugality of women; and he shows how
these are reasans for invention and migration.
a horde of hairy animals in the forest, men become lords
of farms and forests and wide fields, all because they de-
mand a living from the world, and because some man
arises with brains enough to master his surroundings. He
is always an outcast, living apart from the herd, and learn-
ing through solitude. He is impetuous youth, breaking
away from the circumspection of its elders; and he be-
comes an agent of thrilling change, with a new herd
following behind him. Fyr, the forest man, is the only
one to make discoveries for sheer joy, crowing on the
mountain-top: because his memory was long enough to
distinguish day and night, he wanted to touch the sun
and count the days of the moon; and so he climbed the

In so far they have
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volcano, lived in its upland meadows, and brought down
fire on a branch.

With the coming of the Ice-age, however, all this
was changed: Carl, the next Prometheus, “was one
who could not yield. His heart fed on defiance, he grew
in adversity. And when the primitive people were brought
to the crossways between the cold and the forest, he was
the one who chose the impossible. He became the first
man.” :

Fyr and Carl and White Bear are stalwart heroes,
more interesting than the later figures. As the work grows
larger, the descriptions of flowers and beasts begin to pall,
and the endless repetition of living and loving and dying
which ' is human life tends to grow monotonous. The
attitude towards little children is increasingly sentimental ;
the strong, eager bond between a man and woman, which
in early days was so fruitful of progress, has softened now
that it is no longer rooted in economic need, and appears
in the sentimental story of Cheiron and Vedis. The truth
of Anatole France's epigram becomes very apparent here,
namely, that “the embarrassment of the historian increases
with the abundance of his decuments.” To cover the
whole period of the European migrations, Jensen has been
forced to invent a mythical figure—Norna Gest, who is
minstrel and immortal, wandering from one age to the
next and giving the book a crude kind of unity. ‘The
method which Jensen has chosen is one that is hard to
sustain, It is an endurance test, a real tax upon the
writer’s ingenuity, to keep it up for two volumes; and there
is still a third to come.

RoseLEe CoHEN.

Back to Rootabaga

Rootabaga Pigeons, by Carl Sandburg. New York:
Harcourt, Brace and Company. $2.00.

MORE tales of the Rootabaga country! It is a source
of real delight that Mr. Sandburg brings to the
children another revelation of that whimsical, altogether
delightful land—the heart of their own America.

There is, it is true, the same unevenness of tone and mate-
rial that was found in the first volume. A few of the
stories have a stronger appeal for the child who grew
up than for the child who is still in the process of grow-
ing. ‘But it would be an unforgivable calamity to miss the
best of both volumes.

Some of the faces are familiar. Blixie Blimber reappears
and the Potato Face Blind Man tells new stories of true
poetic vision—among them how it is that Slipfoot “nearly
always never gets what he goes after” and why the lovely
Deep Red Roses “decide to wait until tomorrow to decide
again what to decide.” Here too is the unforgettable
Bozo the Button Buster who bursts off 'buttons every time
he draws breath to boast, and who, when he meets the
fate of all idle boasters, is found to be nothing but a heap
of empty clothes and meaningless buttons.

It is from Hot Balloons and his two daughters Dippy
the Wisp and Slip Me Liz we learn how the Shampoo
River may be crossed into the Rootabaga Country. But
the simplest way of all to reach it is to bury yourself deep
within the covers of the books. And the most unhappy
fate would be to get a slipfoot before .you ar-
rived there.

C. N.
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Among the Important‘ New Dutton Books

Travel, Description, etc.

Among Pygmies and Gorillas

By Prince WILLIAM OF SWEDEN . i
A lively account of adventures and explorations in ‘Africa
and both South and Central America. Fully illustrated. $8.00

The Eight Paradises

B%‘ Princess G. V. Bimesca
ravel pictures of undeniable individuality, reflecting the
charm of the cities of Islam. $2.50

Angling Adventures of an Artist

By Joun SHirLEY-FoOX

One of the most charming of angling records since thesfi.aga '

of Izaak Walton. Delightfully illustrated.

Salmen and Trout Angling

By “CorriGEEN" (JOSEPH ADAMS)
An attractive record of fishing in Irish rivers, English
chalk-streams, Highland lochs and Canadian forest streams,
by 3 man who can write as well as fish, Illustrated. $6.00

Below the Snew Line

By DoucLAs FRESHFIELD
Former President of the Alpine Club and the Royal
Geographical Society
A book of walking memories of delight among the lesser
ranges of the world, on the narcissus-lawns of the Abruzzi,
under Greek oleanders and in the depths of the Russianm
beech forests, etc. $7.00

Children of the Sun

By W. J. Perry
A fascinating study of stone structures found from India
to the South Seas, owing their origin apparently to Egypt
of the Pyramid Age. $3.00

The Coaching Era

By VioLrT WiLsoN
Even more vividly interesting than her “Queen Elizabeth’s
Maids of Honor,” which, it was said, contained enough
romance to outfit a dozen historical novels. Illustrated
from prints, etc. $5.00

History
Russia’s Women

By Niva N. SeLivanova ~

An account of the status of Russian women from _th,e
earliest times and of their influence on Russia’s
history. $3.00

A History of the French People

By Guy pE LA BaTuT and GEORGES FRIEDMAN. With
an Introduction by Henri Barbusse
French history written from a modern angle, glorifying
not the deeds of conquering armies, but the deeds of the
people in their fight for freedom against the privileged
classes. $3.00

The French Revolution

By Nesra WEBSTER
Author of “The Chevalier de Boufflers”
A redssue of this brilliant, stimulating and suggestive
study in Democracy. $5.00

The Lion and the Rose

By ETHEL RICHARDSON
The dramatic and romantic story of the great Howard
family. A Howard fell at Richard’s side at Boswoth;
two ladies of the Howard family shared King Henry
VIII’s throne; the fourth Duke of Norfolk died for
love of Mary Queen of Scots;—these two volumes contain
the interesting collection of historical portraits of this
great house. The set $12.00

The Medici, 1400-1743

By Cor. G. F. Youne
The only complete record of a family whqsg_higtory is
closely interwoven with that of European civilization, art
and science. With 100 portraits and other illustrations.
In two volumes. $12.00

Biography and Reminiscences

The Emperor

Nicholas Il as | Knew Him
By Sk Joun Hansury WILLIAMS

Who as chief of the British Military Mission knew the
Czar as intimately as any one outside his immediate
family. IMustrated, : 6.00

The Master of the Russian Ballet

Thg Memoirs of the Cav. Enyico Cecchetti
By Orca Racster. Introduction by Anna Pavieva

The famons teacher of dancing gives here what is really
a delightful history of the ballet in its best development.
With eight illustrations, $8.00

An Englishwoman in Angora
By Grace ErLison

The author, whose knowledge of the East is exceptional,
penetrated to Angora and examined the Nationalist move
ment at its source. She so strongly held the confidence
of the Turks that she was summoned to Lausanne by Lord
Curzgn to aid in the establishment of a better Anglo-
Turkish understanding. With 34 illustrations. 6.00

Recollections of a Rolling Stone
By BasiL Tozer

Quite ”frankly and racily the author tells of  “rolling
round,” now as companion to a friendly millionaire, who
hitched his private car on any train going a new way, and
again as publicity man to artistes on a concert tour, and
at all times enjoying life with contagious enthusiasm. $6.00

The Tapestry of Life
By Ravymonp BLaTHWAYT

Rermmsccnccs'wluch touch the life of the past half-century
from an amazing mumber of angles, For example, he was
chaplain of a leper settlement in his twenties, a movie
actor in Hollywood at sixty-five. $3.50

Education, etc.

Constructive Conscious Control
of the Individual

By F. MATTHIAS ALEXANDER
Author of “Man’s Supreme Inheritonce”
JOHN DEWEY writes in an Introduction: “Mr. Alexan.
der's method is not one of remedy; it is one of con-
structive education.” $3.00

A B C of Atoms

By BErRTRAND RUSSELL
An Introduction to the New Physics—The Quantum The-
ory, Relativity, the Wave Theory of Light, the whole
subject of Radioactivity, by an author whe is interna-
tionally known for his power of writing graphic and
simple English as well as his scientific attainments. $2.00

Home and Community Life

By GerTRUDE  HARTMAN
Author of “The Child and His School”
A study of the curriculum of the elementary school from
the standpoint of ioterpreting to the child the world he
lives in; with suggestions for the application of the prin-
ciples of the new education and references for more ex-
tended reading. $3.00

The Birth of Psyche

By L. CHARLES-BAUDOUIN
A touching and curious attempt by this scientist to recall
his own earliest awakening to the realities of life. A val-
uable and exquisitely expressed record of the beginnings
of an individual personality. $2.00

My Windows on the Street of
the World

By Jamrs Mavor, Ph.D.
The author of “An Economic History of Russia” has
travelled in nearly every part of the world and his account
of economic conditions at different times is exceptionally
authoritative. In two volumes. $12.00

These books are obtainable through any bookstore (postage extra), or if not, from

E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY, 681 Fifth Avenue, New York
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