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hart and Bailey vs. Drexel Furniture Company is now
immaterial. ‘The question is not a point of law, but a
policy of action. Only through a constitutional amend-
ment can the nation’s children be effectively protected.

Apart from the snortings of the modern Bumbles, who
are still horrified that Oliver "T'wist dares to ask for more
porridge, there are two arguments against the enactment
by the states of the amendment which Congress has
passed. ‘The first, that national action will dull state
initiative, through inhibition of state action, defeats the
end for which it was framed, is answered, as Mr. Fuller
shows, by our experience in the administration of the con-
gressional child labor laws before they were declared un-
constitutional. The organizations and individuals prom-
inent in the field of child welfare are practically united
in agreeing that federal action is urgently needed, and
will be effective. Moreover, the proposed amendment
does not prohibit state action, but only enables Congress to
fix minimum standards, which the States are at entire
liberty to raise.

The second objection is not directed to the problem of
child labor, but to a theory of government. Centraliza-
tion, it is cried, has gone far enough—some power must
be reserved to the state, and what power is more a matter
of state concern than the regulation of the children
within its borders? It may be answered that an amend-
ment to give Congress power to do virtually what four
Justices of the Supreme Court thought it had power to do
without an amendment can not be so radical a change in
our form of government. ‘The real answer, however, is
put by Mr. Fuller in the form of a quotation from Elihu
Root: “It is useless for the advocates of state’s rights to
inveigh against the supremacy of the constitutional laws
of the United States, or against the extension of national
authority in the fields of necessary control, where the
states themselves fail in the performance of their duty.”

If it is true that some of the states are beginning more
fully to realize that they have failed in the performance
of their duty, it is none the less true that the realization is
too slow and too partial to warrant further jeopardizing
of the nation’s manhood. It is infinitely more important
to allow children an opportunity to develop into maturity
equipped physically and mentally to meet the struggles of
modern life than it is to give the states further time in
which to appreciate the evils and injustice which so many
of them tolerate. The country is beginning to perceive
that the welfare of its children is as much a matter of
national concern as its battleships and armies.

REUBEN OPPENHEIMER.

Marbacka

Marbacka, by Selma Lagerlsf. New York: Double-
day, Page and Company. $2.50.

ELMA LAGERLOF has made a sentimental jour-
ney into the regions of her childhood. In these
sketches, thin, sweet, and inconsequent, she recollects and
drops a tear for old people and things that have passed.
She touches slight familiar milestones—summer games in
the woods and stories in winter beside the fire, the won-
derful bird of paradise that cured Selma’s hip-disease,
work-days and féte-days, ballads and pranks and fables of
the Virmland. Briefly she assembles all the persons, real
and legendary, who gathered at the homestead Marbacka
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when Lieutenant Lagerlsf was master. It is a delicate
Swedish variation on The Old Oaken Bucket. The book
is an idyl pure and simple—too pure and simple to be
quite interesting, if this were not a famous writer describ-
ing her early home. The lovely ardor that prompted her
to write Gosta Berling has faded, and Marbacka is
valuable chiefly because it shows the sources of that master-
piece. The background of Gésta Berling, sturdy coun-
try life colored with legend and sentiment, is to be found
on the Lagerlsf farm. Literary critics will recognize
in the impromptu orchestra that played at Marbacka the
originals of the Ekeby pensioners. And they will see the
model for Gosta himself in old Color-Sargeant von
Woachenfeldt, “who comes driving down the rocky road,
while the lone silver bell tinkles feebly and almost mourn-
fully. In the days of his power and glory the sixty silver
bells which hung from the harness and trappings jingled
right merrily . . . He sits there in a mangy old fur coat
and a still shabbier seal-skin cap. He wears thick lynx
mittens to protect his gouty hands, but the distorted joints
are noticeable even through the thick mittens. Neverthe-
less it is he—Wachenfeldt—he who has held so many
beautiful women in his arms!”

Rose LEEk.

Education in the Making

Experimental Practice in the City and Country School,
edited by Caroline Pratt, with a Record of Group Seven
by Lulu E. Wright. New York: E. P. Dutton and

Company.

HAT do children do in an “experimental”

school? Are they just wandering about at will

“being happy” as one critic complained, are they wasting

precious time on the latest psychological fad, are they—
last horror of all—being experimented on?

Even visitors who have taken the pains to spend a
morning or more in one of these newer schools have
not been very sure what was going on. To be sure,
there were certain obvious changes from the traditional
school—disciplinary rows and cumbersome desks have
disappeared, “‘order” as usually defined, is non-existent,
children instead are moving freely about, either indivi-
dually or in small groups, tremendously absorbed in an
amazing variety of materials: blocks, sand, paint, cray-
ons, clay, lumber, boats, printing presses, typewriters,
science apparatus, stage sets, weaving materials, sewing
machines, electrical appliances, tom-toms, tambourines,
orchestra bells—and even books. Something different in-
deed is happening to these children, but just what is hard
to determine. Teachers or directors, when pressed for
explanation, too often turn on a flood of jargonated
oratory which is a great deal more confusing than en-
lightening.

But here at last is an informing and thought-provok-
ing exposition of what ‘goes on in an experimental school
by a pioneer in the movement, whose work for ten years
has been claiming the attention of intelligent educators
everywhere. 'The book contains not only Miss Pratt’s
admirable summary of the principles underlying her
work, but also a record, kept month by month for an
entire year, of a class of seven-year-old children, by their
teacher, Miss Wright. Both record and philosophic ar-
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The most important literary biography of the century

By David Alec Wilson, author of «Carlyle and Froude.”
Two volumes now ready

Carlyle Till Marriage

The Times (London): “What impresses us chiefly
is his (Wilson’s) integrity, his thoroughness, and his
directness. Behind the crowded matter we catch
glimpses of a shrewd, genial, and very human ma-
nipulator. But it is the material itself which is in
the forefront; and this is as it should be with what
promises to be the definitive biography of a great
man, . .. Mr. Wilson, who knows that facts, rightly
read, are more romantic, because more real, than
fiction, allows them to tell their own story. ... In
the first period there are three threads that call for
careful disentanglement: the formation of Carlyle’s
philosophy; his courtship of Jane Welsh, and the
grim and swelling undertone of a dyspepsia soon to
prove chronic. Each of these Mr. Wilson handles

Carlyle to the French
Revolution

The Times (London): “The second volume of Mr.
Wilson’s extensively planned biography of Carlyle
is as full of solid and unpretentious merit as its
predecessor, and in substance is of more general in-
terest. . . . Personalities of a more than local im-
portance begin to cross its pages — ‘Christopher
North, John Murray, DeQuincey, Brougham, Sir
Walter Scott, Emerson, Mills, John Sterling — and
to each Mr. Wilson accords that blunt, shrewd, and
quizzical welcome and that willingness to let his sub-
ject develop and display itself which we have learnt
to expect from him. And in this period the
figure of Francis Jeﬂ"rey takes first place. Mr. Wil-
son has been exceedingly fortunate in obtaining per-
mission to publish the letters, which Jeffrey wrote

well.”

Jane Austen and Her Work

By LEONIE VILLARD
Interesting from its unusual point of
view, $4.25

Elizabethans

By A. H. BULLEN
Sketches of the less familiar men of
that still living period. $5.00

$6.00

La Belle Stuart
By CYRIL H, HARTMANN
A beauty in a licentious court, yet
notable for virtue and brains, $5.00
Mary Stuart
By FLORENCE A. MACCUNIX
Deeply loved, bitterly hated, yet an
always appealmg figure, Just ready.

to Carlyle.”

$6.00

Diary of Samuel Pepys

With Notes by LORD BRAYBROOKE
And pen-and-ink jllustrations. In
two volumes, $6.00

My Duel with the Vatican

By ALFRED LOISY
A poignant spiritual autobiogra%g%b

Seventy Years of Life and Labor
The Autobiography of SAMUEL GOMPERS. A History of Labor

“In the long drama of the new Labor Movement Gompers is the protagonist, the

One of those who read the MS. wrote:
original and chief actor.
acted.”

Without him this drama of Labor’s travails for economic freedom would never have been en-
It is a genuinely American story this of the cigarmaker who, living the scanty existence of a wage-earner support-

ing a family on $18 a week, yet rose to be President of the American Federation of Labor and a personality with whom
the greatest statesmen of the world considered it an honor to have friendship.

In two volumes illustrated.
Ready in December. Probably $10.00

Among Other Biographies of More Than Special Interest

My Windows on the Street
of the World
By JAMES MAVOR of Toronto

In two illustrated volumes packed
with interest. $10.00
Cardinal Gibbons
By ALLEN SINCLAIR WILL
The life of a great statesman and
churchman. In two illustrated vol-
umes, $10.00

The Lion and the Rose

By ETHEL M. RICHARDSON
The history of the House of Howard
runs with that of England. Two illus-
trated volumes.

The Prime Ministers of Britain
By CLIVE BIGHAM

Accounts of the real rulers of Eng-
land with 36 portraits. $5.00

The Emperor Nicholas II

as I Knew Him

By SIR JOHN HANBURY WILLIAMS
Chief of the military mission in Rus-
si.a, 1014-1917, . $6.00

Episodes Before Thirty

By ALGERNON BLACEWOOD
No personal narrative of recent years
has aroused more widespread 1nte§§s5f6

Travel, Deseription, Ete.

MAN AND MYSTERY IN
ASIA
By FERDINAND OSSENDOWSKI

BEASTS. MEN AND GODS
By FERDINAND OSSENDOW%IS&)

WONDERS OF THE
HIMALAYAS
By SIR FRANCIS YOUNGHUSBAF&

PARIS FOR EVERYMAN
A Guide Book. 48 colored maﬁséa

CHINA
By E. HOVELAQUE

$3.00

The Latest Stimulating
Scientific Forecasts

DZEDALUS

By J. B. 8. HALDANE $1.00
ICARUS '

By BERTRAND RUSSELL  $1.00

THE MONGOL IN OUR MIDST
By F. G. CROOKSHANK $1.50

WIRELESS POSSIBILITIES
By PROF. A, M. LOW $1.00

TANTALUS
By F. G. SCHILLING Just ready.

“Small in size, but tremendous in
the importance of their viewpoint.”

Books of Personality
COBB OF “THE WORLD”

A collection of hig editorials, ete.,
selected and arranged by JOHN
HEATON $3.60

UNMAILED LETTERS

By JOSEPH H. ODELL $2.50
FRIENDS IN SOLITUDE

By PERCY WITHERS

THE ROADMENDER

By MICHAEL FAIRLESS $1.50

LEAVES FROM A RUSSIAN
DIARY
By PITIRIM SOROKIN
It definitely puts before you Rus-
sia as it is today. $3.00

A list of Dutton fiction and lighter books will be found in a later issue. A catalogue of Children’s Books will

be sent to any address on request without charge.

These books can be obtained through any bookstore,

postage extra, or direct from the publishers. Send your mquzmes for the books you want, new or old, to the

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., opposite St. Thomas’s Church NEW YORK
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THE THREE DERVISHES
and Other Persian Tales and Legends
By Reuben Levy Nett 80c

These tales owe their origin to wandering litterateurs who
invented characters and incidents to provide amusement for
some patron. This is not a reprint, but new translations
by Mr. Levy.—The World’s Classics No. 254.

SELECT POEMS OF LORD DE TABLEY
Edited by John Drinkwater Net $1.20

A selection from Lord de Tabley’s lyrical poems including
what Mr. Drinkwater considers one of the most moving long
poems of the century.

THE GROOMBRIDGE DIARY

By Dorothy V. White Net $4.20
LETTERS TO THREE FRIENDS
By William Hale White “Net $3.50

‘This diary by Mrs. White; and the Letters to Three Friends
by William Hale White; are rich in good things. The two
books together give us more of Hale White, the lover of
life and of beauty, than we have seen before; and the vision
cannot but enrich the enjoyment of the Mark Rutherford
books.—Times Literary Supplement.

JOHNSON’S JOURNEY
to the Western Island of Scotland and Boswell’s Journal
of A Tour to the Hebrides with Samuel Johnson
Edited by R. W. Chapman Cloth, Net $4.20
India Paper, ‘Net $5.85

The Journey and Tour are here for the first time printed in
one volume, with notes and indexes which make it easy to
pass from one narrative to the other.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

cAmerican Branch
35 West 32nd St. New York City
DO KDKIKDIDEDKIR &

The World As It Is

A well-informed state of mind on the world’s affairs
is no more than a matter of half an hour’s reading.

The source of information must, however, be reli-
able; news presented must be facts not fiction; edi-
torial opinion must be reasoned judgment not insinu-
ating propaganda.

The Manchester Guardian

WEEKLY

presents in compact form all the important news of
the world without suppression or distortion of facts.

During more than a hundred years The Manchester
Guardian has earned a unique reputation among the
world’s journals for its frank and unbiased editorial
opinion, no less than for the accuracy of its news.

Today, in more than sixty countries, readers find
that given a half-hour of time each week The Man-
chester Guardian Weekly keeps their knowledge of
the world’s affairs in repair and enables them to main-
tain an intelligent outlook on all vital matters.

MAIL COUPON BELOW

GUARDIAN NEWSPAPERS, INC.,
224 West 42nd Street, New York City.

I enclose three dollars for a year’s subscription to The
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN WEEKLY, to be malled to me
direct from Manchester, England, commencing with the ewr-
rent issue.

Name ..cveennsss eresrinaan [N

vasnenes

Address
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gument are offered not as proof of final results nor of
crystallized procedure to be slavishly imitated, but as a
basis for further discussion and discovery of what is fun-
damental in education. That Miss Pratt has come upon
much that will be permanent because of its intrinsic worth
is evident at once. Her recognition that adaptable mate-
rials are essential to the creative development of every
child is basic to all educational reform, although one
may not pin as much faith as she does to blocks for
younger children, nor tremble so much over the fate of
the child who does not readily “attack” materials, but
has instead his interest “riveted in people.”

The creative use which the children make of their
material is well shown in Miss Wright’s record. Month
by month, we observe their play city emerging, stores,
houses, schools, office buildings, a theatre, each adequately
furnished and equipped, streets, waterways, and a harbor
for boats. Month by month also we watch the children
gain in mental maturity, we catch their fresh reactions,
often poetic and always delightful, to their trips to the
Woolworth Tower, to Brooklyn Bridge, across the ferry.
We see them amassing a store of real information about
their immediate world, information which reaches out to
the realm of science, geography and history. We see
them mastering the tools of reading and writing by
methods at once novel and sound, and we observe that
they read not one “first reader” only but a lengthy list,
many of considerable difficulty. In Miss Pratt’s words,
“no one can observe the children working their way
through the experiences described, without realizing that
they are departing from the dictative, the imitative, and
striking out into new and interesting trails of their
own.”

The present volume is to be followed by records of
other groups. Such copious note taking as these records
involve is arduous work for the teachers, but it is from
such raw material, vivid and concrete, that we can study
education in its making, count our gains and make the
necessary revision which will insure future progress.

AGNEs DE Lima.
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