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The Eastern Orthodox Church
in America
By V. Gribayédoff
Within the past few weeks there has been
celebrated throughout Russian religious cir-
cles the one hundredth anniversary of the

establishment of the Russian-Greek Churc.h»
in the Western Hemisphere, and, as: this

Bishop Nicolai

event is coincident with the txip to the east-
ern seaboard of the Russian Bishop of Alaska
and the Aleutian Islands, as well as with the
opening of a new Russian church at St'reator,
1., a few words may bein order regarding the
present status of this denomination in the
United States. . .
The headquarters of the Russian Church in
America are at San Francisco, and. Bishop
Nicolai exercises spiritual jurisdictios not
alone over the orthodox inhabiting the noith-

western end of the continent, but over those:

in every other section thereof. The number
of these is not definitelyknown. 'Thirty years
ago, according to Roman statistics, fully ten
thousand inhabitants of North America ac-
knowledged the Czar of Russia as the head of
their Church. Similar authorities estimate

the number to be far greater at the present .

day, owing in part to immigration and in part
to the conversion of many members of the
dissenting sect of Uniates inhabiting Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, New York, Illinois, Minnesota,
and Colorado.

Bishop Nicolai’s efforts are responsible to
some extent for this change, and have earned
for him the gratitude of his countrymen. He
appears to belong to that progressive section
of the Russian hierarchy-—unfortunately, too
small in numbers as yet to combat the more
conservative elements—who believe in an
eventual unification of the various denomina-
tions comprising Christendom, and who, twenty
years ago, expressed open sympathy for Dr.
Dollinger in his fight against the dogma of
Papal infallibility, and even appeared at Old
Catholicconventions to advocate their theories.

‘Working on these lines, Nicolai has striven
assiduously to gather within the fold of the
Mother Church the many scattering elements
from eastern Europe now settled in - this
country—Poles, Bulgarians, Servians, Uniates,
and others—not for the sole reason, perhaps,
that he considers them better off under the
spiritual guidance of the orthodox Church,
but also because of the danger of their event-
ually drifting to Rome—a most undesirable
alternative, from his point of view.  The beau-
tiful little church recently dedicated by him at
Streator, Ill., amid a large coal-mining popu-
lation, is thus attended by a most mixed congre-

" gation, many of whom have never lived within
the confines of the Czar’s empire and are
ignorant of the Russian language, but all more
or less able to comprehend the beautiful ritual
in the ancient tongue from which have sprung
the various Slavonic languages. The estab-
lishment of the Streator church will, it is un-
derstood, be followed by similar undertakings
in different large cities of the United States;
notably in New York, which has a Greek

church for the benefit of its Hellenic colony, -

but none for the subjects of the Czar.
The centennial celebration referred to at
the beginning of this article relates to the

. Western Hemisphere.

. of the game.

arrival on the island of Kaldyan, one of ifhe
Aleutian group, in the autumn of 1794, of nine
Russian monks under the leadership of the
abbot Joseph Bolotoff, and the erection there
of the first orthodox church and school in the
This institution, which
was dedicatéd to St. Paul, is still in existence,
and’ forms the nucleus of a thriving colony of
Russians and Indian half-breeds.

The discovery, settlement, and Christianiza-
tion of these islands was the result, not qf
government enterprise, but of that of two pri-
vate individuals, Skelikhoff and Baranoff by
name, who, in 1783, at their own risk and ex-
pense, without any official authority whatever,
fitted out three vessels on the Kamtchatka
coast, and undertook the conquest and subju-
gation of the majority of islands of the Aleu-
fion and Kurilian groups. This task was prac-
tically completed in 1788, when Skelik'hoff, on
arriving in St. Petersburg, obtained 1mpe¥1al
sanction from Catharine 1L for the formation
of a company to administer the islands and
explore their resources. And it was on the
same occasion and by the bold adventurer’s
suggestion that an orthodox mission wended
its way toward the New Hemisphere.

A Blind Man at a Football
Game

The New York « Sun” gives the following
interesting picture from life :

An interested and interesting visitor from
Washington sat on the side lines at the Polo
Grounds on November 30, and took in the
foothall game between the deaf-mute teams of
this city and Washington. He was a youth
about nineteen years old, with an intelligent
face, and during the play he kept close to an-
other Washingtonian of aboutf his own age,
through whose communications he kept track
He was not only deaf and

“¢lumb, but blind as well, and he followed the
‘a\me by reading by touch the messages whiich
f7- companion - spelled &3¢ faditadly for him.
° Notwithstanding tihis second-hand arrange-
.nent, the youth was just as much excited as
~anybody else. During the first few moments
of the game his face was a picture of
anxiety, as the visiting team couldn’t do much
with their opponents at the start. Presently,
however, they carried the ball over the line.
The blind deaf-mute’s companion grabbed his
hand and jammed it to the ground, at the
Jame time patting him on the back. To all
‘t‘:he spectators it was quite evident that this
1eant : '
“We have made a touch-down.”
. Up rose the blind youth and swung his arms

. :the air, capering with glee. Presently one

“his flying hands struck his companion a
bar'B, across the neck which fairly lifted him

o his fegt. Then the excited partisan felt
abolt until he reached g%le other and rubbed
his ,head softly in evidence-of regret and sym-

a‘t?' y- A little later there was a disputé“in
ltahe middle of the field, and the informant
‘st have told his friend that the umpire had
cided against their team, for the blind man
st{lm13Ed and shook his fists aloft in an ex-

.ved manner.

"During the second half of the game the
W Yf)rkers outplayed their rivals, to the

oAt grief of the sightless visitor, who curled
%45 2 ball and wore the most melancholy of
intenances. At the finish, however, the
colre stood 20 to 6 in favor of Washington.
wyhen this was communicated to the blind

ith he arose and cast his _hat into the air.
yg'}he confusion which followed the call of

Hme he had great trouble in finding some one

ick it up for him again.

0 Eotwithstanding his blindness, he attends
all e athletic contests in which the Wash-
in t(ﬁn institution takes part, and even goes to
thg .beater occasionally. Of course an inter-
pret»}r is always with him.

The Food Exposition
. .n educator for ~housekeepers. You are not
1s exed to attend it to appreciate the value of
oblifan’s Peerless Evaporated Cream. = Your Grocer

Bordéypply you; always ready; uniform results
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SCRIBNER’S
MAGAZINE

The most successful n jmb_"er

of a magazine is the issue which |
will be read from beginning\; ,t)o,'
end. The publishers mean that
all numbers of Scribner's shall.
be of this kind. The January
issue is representative of those

to come.

THE AUTHORS
GEORGE MEREDITH begins the serial of the year.

#The Amazing Marriage.”

ROBERT GRANT contributes the first of The Art

of Living series and deals with ** The Income.”

MAUD BALLINGTON BOOTH writes an account of

the Salvation Army work in the slums.

A. CoNAN DOYLE contributes a strong poem en-

titled ** A Forgotten Tale.”

NoAH BROOKS writes of the men who were con-

cerned in forming American parties.

GILBERT PARKER tells a dramatic story of a Lab-

rador woodsman and his wife,

EpITH WHARTON writes of an artistic discovery

she made in an almost unknown Italian village.

GEORGE TRUMBULL LADD gives a.timely article

on the mental characteristics of the Japanese.

AUGUSTINE BIRRELL publishes one of his short

essays on “ Good Taste.”

TroMAs DwicHT, M.D., gives many anecdotes

of Dr. O. W. Holmes when a physician and pro-
fessor.

CHarLEs D T ~vwiwe contributes a striking story,
C LW S Deer—;..ickéb ) »
“ AMERICAN Woop ENGRAVERS,” a series o
frontispieces with personal sketches of their er.
gravers, is begun with Henry Wolf,

THE ILLUSTRATORS are: Albert Lynch, A. B.
Frost, Howard Pyle, C. D. Gibson, Henry Wolf,
Harry Fenn, Otto Bacher.

In the March issue will be-
gin “ The History of the Last
Quarter-Century in the United
States,” an undertaking of the

greatest importance. ‘

Subscriptions for Scribner’s Magazine for 189

should be sent now. - Price, $3.00 a year. Charles
Scribner’s Sons, New York.

TWO-CENT stamp will carry
this paper to your friend in any

part of the United States, Canada, or
Mexico, after you have read it and
written your name on the corner.

SUBSCRIBERS’ WANTS

of the State Charities Aid :Association
infants or young children, to do general housework ;
low wages_expected. Appf

Building, N. Y. City.

country
cialty.
dress Mrs, H. S., No. 7,878, The Outlook.

can s " Insist upon having Borden’s.
assure

garten or day nursery, or in family as
mother’s asmystant. K&

Want advertisements bf thirly words or less will

be published under this heading at one doll

ollar a

week. Four cents a week is charged for each word
in excess of thirty.

WANTED-—Situations in the country by the Agencg
or women witl
]

v Room 503, United Charities
i

MOTHERLESS CHILDREN and others too

delicate, backward, or young for ordinary schools are
received atany time at the Beecher Family School, Coscob
in Greenwich, Conn, Twelfth vear; terms moderate.

WANTED—BYy an experienced shopper, a few more .
atrons. edding outfits and mourning a spe-
he best of references given and required, Ad-

KINDERGARTNER desires position in kinder-
OVEIrness or

dress 3r Allston St., Allston,

ASS.



