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The Eastern Orthodox Church 
in America 

By V . Gribayedoff 

W i t h i n t h e pas t few weeks there has been 
celebrated t h r o u g h o u t Russ ian religious cir­
cles the one h u n d r e d t h anniversary of t h e 
establ ishment of t h e Russ ian-Greek Church 
in t h e W e s t e r n Hemisphe re , and, as this 

• ^ 

arrival on t h e island of Kaldyan , one of t h e 
Aleut ian group , in the au tumn of 1794, of nine 
Russian monks under the leadership of the 
abbot Joseph Bolotoff, and t h e erection the re 
of t h e first o r thodox church and school in t h e 
W e s t e r n Hemisphere . T h i s inst i tut ion, which 
was dedicated to St . Paul , is still in existence, 
a n d ' forms t h e nucleus of a thr iv ing colony of 
Russians and Ind ian half-breeds. 

T h e discovery, se t t lement , and Christ ianiza-
t ion of these islands was t h e result , n o t of 
government enterprise, but of t h a t of two pri­
vate individuals, Skelikhoff and Baranoff by 
name, who, in 1783, a t the i r own risk and ex­
pense , wi thout any official au thor i ty whatever , 
fitted out t h ree vessels on the K a m t c h a t k a 
coast, and under took the conquest and subju­
gat ion of t h e majori ty of is lands of t h e Aleu-
t ion and Kuri l ian groups. T h i s task was prac­
tically completed in 1788, when Skelikhoff, on 
arr iving in St . Petersburg, obta ined imperial 
sanct ion from Ca tha r ine I I . for the format ion 
of a company to administer the islands and 
explore their resources . And it was on t h e 
s a m e occasion and by t h e bold adventure r ' s 
suggest ion tha t an o r thodox mission wended 
i ts way toward the N e w Hemisphere . 

^V^i '^ 
Bishop Nicolai 

event is coincident with the t r ip t o t h e east­
ern seaboard of the Russian Bishop of Alaska 
and the Aleut ian Islands, as well as with t h e 
opening of a new Russ ian church a t S t rea tor , 
111., a few words m a y b e in order regard ing t h e 
present s ta tus of th is denomination in the 
United States . „ , . • 

T h e headquar t e r s of t h e Russ ian Church m 
Amer ica are a t San Francisco, and Bishop 
Nicolai exercises spir i tual jur i s4 ic t ion\ no t 
alone over t h e o r t hodox inhab i t ing the noitft-
western end of t h e cont inent , b u t over those", 
in every o the r section thereof. T h e number 
oi these is no t definitely known. T h i r t y years 
ago, according t o R o m a n statistics," fully ten 
thousand inhabi tants of N o r t h Amer ica ac­
knowledged the Czar of Russ ia as t h e head of 
the i r Church. Similar au thor i t ies es t imate 
the number to be far greater at t h e present 
day, owing in pa r t to immigrat ion and in par t 
t o t h e conversion of many members of the 
dissenting sect of Unia tes inhabi t ing Penn­
sylvania, Ohio, N e w York , Illinois, Minnesota , 
and Colorado. 

Bishop Nicolai 's efforts are responsible t o 
some extent for th is change, and have earned 
for him the gra t i tude of his countrymen. H e 
appears to belong to t h a t progressive sect ion 
of t h e Russian hierarchy—unfor tunate ly , too 
small in n u m b e r s as yet to combat t h e more 
conservat ive elements—who believe in a n 
eventual unification of t h e var ious denomina­
tions comprising Chr is tendom, and who, twenty 
years ago, expressed open sympathy for D r . 
DoUinger in his fight agains t t h e d o g m a of 
Papa l infallibility, and even appeared at Old 
Cathol ic convent ions to advocate their theor ies . 

W o r k i n g on these lines, Nicolai has s tr iven 
assiduously t o g a t h e r within t h e fold of t h e 
Mothe r Church the many scat ter ing e lements 
f rom eastern E u r o p e now set t led in this 
count ry—Poles , Bulgar ians , Servians, Un ia tes , 
and o thers—not for the sole reason, perhaps , 
t h a t he considers t h e m bet ter off under t h e 
spiri tual guidance of t h e o r thodox Church , 
bu t also because of t h e danger of the i r event­
ually drifting to R o m e — a mos t undesirable 
al ternative, from his point of view. T h e beau­
tiful l i t t le church recently dedicated by h im at 
Streator , 111., amid a large coal-mining popu­
lation, is t hus a t t ended by a mos t mixed congre­
gation, many of whom h a v e never lived within 
the confines of the Czar 's empire and are 
ignorant of the Russian language, bu t all more 
or less able t o comprehend t h e beautiful r i tual 

A Blind Man at a Football 
Game 

T h e N e w Y o r k " Sun " gives the following 

in teres t ing pic ture from life : 

A n in te res ted and interest ing visitor from 
W a s h i n g t o n sat on t h e side lines a t t h e Polo 
G r o u n d s on N o v e m b e r 30, and t o o k in the 
football g a m e between the deaf-mute t eams of 
this city and Wash ing ton . H e was a youth 
abou t n ineteen years old, with an intelligent 
face, and dur ing the play h e kept close to an­
o the r Washington ian of about his own age, 
t h rough whose communicat ions h e kep t t rack 
of t h e g a m e . H e was not only deaf and 
, l umb , bu t blind as well, and he followed the 

Ame fey J-eading by touch t h e message?. w>Jieh 
Pjt^ companion sj)elled. , j- t̂- iiiSirtiaTiy for h im. 

Notwi ths tanding "this second-hand arrange-
Uient, the youth was jus t as much excited as 

, anybody else. Dur ing t h e first few m o m e n t s 
' of the game his face was a p ic ture of 

anxiety, as the visiting t eam couldn ' t do much 
with the i r opponents a t t h e s tar t . Present ly , 
however, they carr ied t h e ball over t h e l ine. 
T h e blind deaf-mute 's companion grabbed his 
h a n d and j a m m e d i t to the ground, at the 
^'•ame t ime pa t t i ng h im on t h e back. T o all 
Jihe specta tors i t was quite evident t ha t this 

l e a n t : 
" W e h a v e m a d e a touch-down," 
U p rose t h e blind you th and swung his a r m s 

. ' t h e air, capering with glee. Present ly one 
r h is flying hands s t ruck his companion a 

, )g across t h e neck which fairly lifted h im 
jv̂  his feet. T h e n t h e excited par t i san felt 
, ut until he reached the other and rubbed 

, .̂  head softly in evideiitfe'of regre t and sym-
' Y y. A little later the re was a d i spute ' in 

Pj^ middle of the field, and the informant 
.;|st have told his friend tha t t h e umpire h a d 

J cided against the i r team, for t h e blind m a n 
imped and shook his fists aloft in an ex-

^ . ' ed manner . 
'̂ ^ Dur ing t h e second half of t h e g a m e t h e 
- j j w Yorkers outplayed their rivals, to the 

;at grief of the sightless visitor, who curled 
S""' in a, ball and wore t h e most melancholy of 
"Pmtenauces . A t t h e finish, however, t h e 

ire s tood 20 to 6 in favor of Wash ing ton . 
!Eiien this was communica ted to the blind 

ith h e a rose and cas t h is h a t in to t h e air. 
?°'^:he confusion which followed the call of 
. J h e had grea t t rouble in finding some one 

'ick it up for h im again. 
° ^ .o twi ths tanding his bl indness, h e a t t ends 

SCRIBNER'S 
MAGAZINE 
The most successful number 

of a magazine is the issue which 

will be read from beginning to 

end. The publishers mean that 

all numbers of Scribners shall 

be of this kind. The January 

issue is representative of those 

to come. 
T H E A U T H O R S 

G E O R G E M E R E D I T H begins the serial of the year, 
" The Amazing Marriage." 

R O B E R T G R A N T contributes the first of The Art 
of Living series and deals with " The Income." 

MAUD BALLINGTON B O O T H writes an account of 
the Salvation Army work in the slums. 

A. CoNAN D O Y L E contributes a strong poem en­
titled " A Forgotten Tale." 

NOAH BROOKS writes of the men who were con­
cerned in forming American parties. 

G I L B E R T P A R K E R tells a dramatic story of a Lab­
rador woodsman and his wife, 

E D I T H W H A R T O N writes of an artistic discovery 
she made in an almost unknown ItaUan village. 

G E O R G E T R U M B U L L L A D D gives a timely article 
on the mental characteristics of the Japanese. 

A U G U S T I N E BIRRE'LL publishes one of his short 
essays on *'Good Taste." 

T H O M A S D W I G H T , M.D., gives many anecdotes 
of Dr. O. W. Holmes when a physician and pro-
fessor. 

C H A R L E S D T «v iu" -'^ntributes a striking story, 
, , _ . - ^ • ' " ' t . - -

' ; .w„i| 's Deer-i,icl<£' ^f 
" A M E R I C A N W O O U E N G R A V E R S , " a series o 

frontispieces with personal sketches of their er, 
gravers, is begun with Henry Wolf. 

T H E ILLUSTRATORS are: Albert Lynch, A. B. 
Frost, Howard Pyle, C. D . Gibson, Henry Wolf, 
Harry Fenn, Otto Bacher. 

N: 
all t, 

l e a thlet ic contests in which the W a s h -
')n ins t i tu t ion takes par t , and even goes to 

preti 

in t h e ancient tongue from which have s p r u n g ^Sti j jgatgj . occasionally. Of course an inter-
the various Slavonic languages . T h e es tab- ir is always with him. 
l i shment of the S t rea tor church will, i t is un- "'' '° ' 
ders tood, be followed by similar unde r t ak ings 
in different large cities of the Uni ted S t a t e s ; 
notably in N e w York, which has a Greek 
church for t h e benefit of i ts Hel lenic colony, 
bu t none for t h e subjects of t h e Czar. 

T h e centennial celebration referred to a t 
the beginning of th i s article relates t o the 

T h e r o o d E x p o s i t i o n 
n educator for housekeepers. You are not 

^ .̂."̂ ^ed to attend it to appreciate the value of 
et)lH=n's Peerless Evaporated Cream. Your Grocer 
iiordoyppiy you; always ready; uniform results 
can si(j. Insist upon having Borden's, 
assure 

In the March issue will be­

gin " The History of the Last 

Quarter-Century in the United 

States," an undertaking of thf 

greatest importance. 

Subscriptions for Scribner's Magazine for i89, 
should be sent now. Price, ?3,oo a year. Charles 
Scribner's Sons, New York. 

A TWO-CENT stamp will carry 
this paper to your friend in any 

part of the United States, Canada, or 
Mexico, after you have read it and 
written your name on the corner. 

SUBSCRIBERS' WANTS 

Want advertisements tif thirty words or less will 
be published under this heading at one dollar a 
week. Four cents a week is charged for each word 
in excess of thirty. 

"WANTED—Situations in the country by the Agency 
of the State Charities Aid Association lor women with 
infants or young children, to do g:eneral housework ; 
low wages expected. Apply Room 503, United Charities 
Building, N. Y. City. 

M O T H E R I ^ E S S C H i r - I > B E N and others too 
delicate, backward, or young for ordinary schools are 
received at any time at the Beecher Family School, Coscob 
in Greenwich, Conn. Twelfth year; terms moderate. 

TVANTED 
country _patrpns 

By an experienced shopper, a few more 
. . patrons. Wedding outfits and mourning a spe­
cialty. The best of references given and required. Ad-

edding outfits and mourning a spe-
„. ._ . references given and re( 

dress Mrs. H. S., No. 7,S'7S. The Outlook. K I N I > E R G A I I X N E R desires position in kinder­
garten or da/ nursery, or in family as governess or 
mother's assistant. Address 31 Allston St., Allston, 
Mass. 
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