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Parliament. More than thirty constituencies out of the 
forty have now indorsed Mr. Greenway's colleagues—a suf­
ficient answer to the Remedial Order providing separate 
schools for Manitoba. I t is claimed by the Roman Catho­
lics that the Dominion could not have been formed without 
the compromise of separate schools, and on this account 
a provision was inserted in the British North America Act 
that " nothing in any such law shall prejudicially affect any 
right or privilege with respect to denominational schools 
which any class of persons have by law in the province at 
the union." Under this act the Roman Catholics of Man­
itoba had the right of support from the public fund for their 
separate schools; but when the province became mostly 
Protestant, it was seen that the Protestant schools were mak­
ing better progress than were those of the Roman Catholics. 
In 1890, therefore, the Public Schools Act was passed. I t 
declared that no school which did not conform to the pro­
visions of the Act with reference to certificated teachers, 
authorized text-books, and teaching should be deemed a 
public school and entitled to any share of the school taxes 
or legislative grant for educational purposes. No religious 
exercises were to be allowed except those authorized by the 
Advisory Board, and no religious exercises were to contain 
anything opposed to the religious beliefs of any class of 
the people. This provision was not satisfactory to the 
Roman Catholics, who contended that they were entitled 
under the Manitoba Act to separate schools in which 
they might teach their own doctrines. A test case— 
'• Barrett vs. the City of Winnipeg "—in which the constitu­
tionality of the Public Schools Act was attacked, was carried 
from court to court until it reached the British Privy 
Council, which declared that the Public Schools Act was 
constitutional. Then the Roman Catholics declared 
that they had the right of redress from the Dominion 
Parliament, and accordingly they petitioned the Governor-
General in Council for relief. The Dominion Cabinet 
(the Governor-General in Council) expressed doubts as 
to whether this petition could be heard, and referred 
the matter to the decision of t he 'Canad ian Supreme 
Court. As the Court was evenly divided, the question was 
carried to the British Privy Council, which decided that 
the Roman Catholics had the right to appeal to the Gov­
ernor-General in Council. A statement was added, how­
ever, that the matter of relief was entirely one for the 
Dominion Cabinet to decide. The Cabinet issued an 
order directing Manitoba to restore separate schools to 
the Roman Catholics. Last June the Manitoba Legisla­
ture met and declined to carry out the terms of the order; 
upon which the Dominion Cabinet declared that if Mani­
toba did not carry out the terms the Dominion Govern­
ment would at the present Parliamentary session institute 
legislation to override the Manitoba Public School Act. 
By the elections last week the people of Manitoba reiterated 
the answer of the Manitoba Legislature, and it remains to 
be seen what response the people of the Dominion of Can­
ada will make at the impending Canadian elections. In 
the United States the laity of the Roman Catholic Church 
might be safely trusted to confirm the position of Mani­
toba in favor of non-ecclesiastical public schools. 

® 

The recall of General Campos from the command of the 
Spanish forces in Cuba is regarded by the friends of the 
insurgent movement as an open confession on the part of 
Spain of her total failure, so far, to make any headway in 
putting down the rebellion. General Campos has been 
universally regarded as Spain's ablest military commander. 
He has had far larger bodies of troops under his orders 
than were ever sent to Cuba in previous outbreaks; his 

army has outnumbered the insurgents ten to one. Yet he 
has not only failed to defeat or disperse his enemies, but he 
has been unable to compel them to confine their operations 
to any one part of the island. At first we were told that 
the rebels had been driven into the swamps at the eastern 
end of the island. Then, as they appeared in large bodies 
in central Cuba, a line was drawn south from Havana to the 
southern coast, beyond which they were not to pass. As 
the island is narrow at this part, it seemed an easy military 
undertaking to hold the line inflexibly. But the insurgents, 
by threatening Havana, compelled Campos to draw his 
whole force around the capital, and have passed and re­
passed his imaginary line at pleasure. Naturally, the ex­
treme party in Havana have accused Campos of lack of 
vigor and of political leanings towards a compromise with 
the autonomists. General Garcia, the leader of a former 
Cuban revolt, speaks of Campos as conciliatory; all 
accounts agree that he has absolutely refused to adopt the 
cruel methods of warfare which have been employed by 
other Spanish generals in Cuba. His successor. General 
Weyler, is in experience inferior to Campos; he is 
spoken of as energetic and ready to adopt extreme meas­
ures. In this desultory kind of warfare it seems almost 
impossible to bring on a decisive engagement. The rapid­
ity and alertness of the revolutionary leaders are remark­
able. Raids and attacks upon exposed points are followed 
by swift retreats to inaccessible districts. A whole year 
has been spent by Spain in futile attempts to crush the 
rebellion, and it is now stronger than ever. 

® 
During the past week the newspapers which urged most 

strenuously that the new bond issue should have been sold 
to the Morgan syndicate, instead of being offered in the 
open market to the highest bidders, have abandoned the 
prediction that the method employed would fail. From 
the beginning it was evident that foreign capitalists cou'd 
bid for the new bonds, and therefore that the syndicate 
could not dictate its own terms by reason of its control of 
so large a part of the available gold in this country. The 
question of greatest interest was whether individual mem­
bers of the syndicate would enter into the competition for 
the bonds by offering separate bids. This question had 
been practically answered in the affirmative by the begin­
ning of last week, certain members of the syndicate having 
announced that the investors they represented desired the 
bonds and would offer competing bids. On Wednesday 
this answer was given in a conclusive way by the publica­
tion of a circular-letter from Mr. Pierpont Morgan, dis­
solving the syndicate. This letter ought to do much to 
disabuse the public mind of popular prejudice against 
capitalists, though, unfortunately, it will not be read by 
nor truly interpreted to the prejudiced class of the public. 
I t is thoroughly patriotic in tone. The syndicate, it says, 
was organized to offer the Government $200,000,000 of 
gold coin in exchange for bonds. Within four days the 
entire amount had been subscribed. The subscribers 
belonged to four classes of about equal importance : 

1. Foreign firms, prepared, if necessary, to ship gold to the amount 
of this subscription. 

2. American banks, savings-banks, trust companies, and private in­
dividuals in possession of gold, and wishing the bonds for investment. 

3. American banks in possession of gold, and wishing the bonds 
for future sale in the market. 

4. Firms without gold, but willing to obtain it, in order to partici­
pate in the loan. 

In his circular Mr. Morgan quotes a letter from himself to 
the President, written just prior to the announcement of 
the new bond issue, and presumably influential, in connec­
tion with a previous interview, in bringing that issue about, 
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recommending, on grounds of public policy, that new bonds 
should be sold to the syndicate " on about the basis of 
the contract of February 8, 1895," but pledging his co­
operation in making the loan a success in case the Presi­
dent decided to offer the bonds to public subscription. 
This pledge is carried out by the dissolution of the syndicate, 
leaving the members entirely free to offer what terms they 
see fit, and by the co-operation of members of it in making 
the loan a success. There is now little doubt that the en­
tire issue will be subscribed for at rates approximating those 
for which the former issue now sells in the open market. 
During last week Secretary Carlisle sensibly extended the 
time during which payments for the new bonds could be 
made. He did this at the suggestion of many New York 
bankers, who recognized that the purchase of ^100,000,000 
in gold for the Treasury would contract the amount of 
money in circulation, and feared that if this contraction 
took place suddenly, the loan to " restore confidence" 
would precipitate a panic. 

Among the recent elections of United States Senators 
• the most important was that held in Utah on Monday of 
this week. Mr. Frank J. Cannon, the son of George Q. Can­
non, of the Presidency of the Mormon Church, was selected 
as the representative of the Mormons, and Mr. Arthur 
Brown as the representative of the Gentiles. Mr. Cannon 
was elected delegate to Congress in 1894, partly because 
of the revulsion of public sentiment against the Democratic 
party, and partly, it is alleged, because of the church influ­
ence in his favor. At one time, in his wilder days, he left 
the Mormon Church, but returned to it previous to his 
entrance into politics. H e is not regarded as a man of 
marked ability or strength of character. His colleague, 
on the contrary, is reported to be a man of exceptional 
power, closely resembling Senator Tillman. H e has been 
an intense anti-Mormon, and his election was something of 
a surprise. Both Senators are, of course. Republicans and 
advocates of the immediate free coinage of silver. In Ken­
tucky the Democratic caucus renominated Senator Black­
burn, but fourteen Democrats opposed to free coinage re­
fused to be bound by the caucus action. The election of a 
Democrat is thus rendered next to impossible, as the two 
Populists who hold the balance of power will not support a 
J)emocrat acceptable to the anti-silver wing. The Repub-
;aicans may unseat enough Democrats in the lower House 
fto give themselves a majority of both Houses on joint 
ballot, but the Democrats threaten to meet any such tactics 
'by unseating Republican Senators. In such an unseemly 
fight as this the Republicans would seem to have the polit­
ical advantage, as the Republican House has a much 
longer tale of members than the Democratic Senate. In 
Ohio the Republicans have elected to the Senate ex-
Governor Foraker, who is expected to succeed in all re­
spects to the power and prestige of James G. Blaine. In 
t i s speech before the Ohio Legislature accepting the 
election he characteristically defined himself as a bi-
metallist, without defining bimetallism. 

Temperance legislation occupies the first place before 
most of the newly assembled Legislatures. In Ohio the 
temperance forces seem to be entirely united in support of 
the local option bill, barely defeated last year, extending 
to counties the rights now possessed by townships to pro­
hibit barrooms within their borders. The Anti-Saloon 
League, which has carried on so effectively the agitation 
in favor of this measure, holds its convention in Columbus 
this week. Among the speakers announced are the Rev. 

J. M. Cleary, of Minnesota, and Bishop Watterson, of 
Columbus, representing the Catholic Total Abstinence 
Union, Colonel Eli Ritter and the Hon. I. E. Nicholson, 
of Indiana—the leaders of the forces which secured the 
enactment of the Nicholson Law last year—and the Hon. 
Walter B. Hill, of Georgia, representing the powerful Anti-
Bar-room League in that State, besides President J. W. 
Bashford, of Ohio Wesleyan University, and others who 
have given the Ohio League its astonishing vitality and 
strength. The fact that most of these men are Prohibition­
ists furnishes illustration of the falsity of the charge that 
Prohibitionists will not work with moderate temperance 
people to push forward restrictive measures immediately 
practicable. It is our observation that much, if not most, 
of the hard work in behalf of such measures is performed 
by the members of this party from whose theories we so 
often dissent. In New York State a large number of 
excise bills have been introduced into the Legislature 
besides the Raines tax bill reported last week. A moder­
ate Sunday-opening bill has been presented having the 
support of Dr. Parkhurst and the Chamber of Commerce, 
and an immoderate Sunday-opening bill having the support 
of the Chamber of Commerce and the Excise Reform 
Association. The former merely authorizes bona-fide res­
taurants to sell wine and beer with meals, and without meals 
from 12 to 2 P.M. and from 6 P.M. to 8 P.M. provided they 
are not to be drunk on the premises. With such an enact­
ment as this it is believed that the temperance forces in this 
city could defeat at the polls the proposition for wide-open 
saloons from i to 10 P.M., on which the other bill demands 
a referendum. I t is for this last bill, of course, that the 
liquor-dealers are working with might and main, and we 
regret to find them supported by many men to whom Sun­
day bar-rooms, with the attendant treating, tippling, and 
loafing, are personally repugnant. Fortunately, however, 
the Legislature—Republican by over two-thirds majority— 
will not dare to repudiate the anti-saloon platform on which 
it was elected by offering the local option demanded by 
liquor-dealers while refusing the local option demanded by 
temperance people. 

® 
Another temperance matter of interest in New York is 

a decision of the Court of Appeals which will gradually re­
duce the number of saloons within two hundred feet of 
churches or schools. Heretofore it has been the custom, 
at least in this city, to renew licenses to old saloons within 
the legal limit, even if the saloons changed hands, unless a 
protest was filed by the church or school authorities. The 
Court of Appeals decides that under the law licenses can 
only be renewed to present licensees and cannot be trans­
ferred to new men. The significance of the decision is 
much less than most of the reports have indicated. In 
Iowa retiring Governor Jackson, in his message to the 
Legislature, urges that the license law passed under his 
administration has lessened the number of saloons. The 
number of United States licenses issued during the last 
year of State-wide prohibition, he says, was 6,032 ; the num­
ber issued during the first year of the so-called " mulc t" 
law was 4,264. The revenue of the taxpayers from the 
license or " m u l c t " system was $1,156,000. On these 
accounts the retiring Governor urges that the new law has 
been helpful to the State as well as to the liquor-dealers. 
That it has helped the liquor-dealers no one denies ; that 
it has helped the State is vehemently denied by most of 
the temperance people, who ask nothing more of the new 
Legislature than that it shall fulfill the pledge to submit to 
the voters of the State a prohibitory amendment to the 
Constitution. The fact that the number of United States 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


