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the Lords, true to their pledge, accepted 
the verdict of the general election without 
appreciable protest. The Budget had 
passed the Commons the night before by 
practically the same majority that had 
adopted Mr. Asquith's veto resolutions—-
about one hundred votes. Parliament 
has now adjourned for the spring recess 
of four weeks. When it reassembles, the 
Lords will take up the consideration of 
the Asquith resolutions, which aim to shear 
them of much of their power. What they 
will do with them is hardly a matter of 
conjecture, and their refusal to accept 
them will almost certainly precipitate an­
other election. So far prediction is nearly 
safe. Beyond that point lies a crisis 
which may add a new and perhaps rev­
olutionary chapter to the constitutional 
history of England. 

A PURSUIT RACE 
IN THE AIR 

An exciting contest in 
the air took place last 
week in England. Louis 

Paulhan, a French aviator, flew in his 
aeroplane from London to Manchester, a 
distance of one hundred and eighty-five 
miles, with only one stop. His rival, 
Graham White, an Englishman, left Lon­
don an hour later than Paulhan, and suc­
ceeded in getting only within sixty miles 
of Manchester. The aviators were trying 
to win the prize of $50,000 offered by 
the London " Daily Mail" for the first 
flight from London to Manchester with 
not more than two stops. Mr. White had 
already made one unsuccessful attempt 
several days before, and when M. Paulhan 
suddenly came over from France to com­
pete with him public interest and excite­
ment rose high. The French aviator 
stole a march on his British rival. He 
started on his flight at half-past five Wed­
nesday afternoon, when White had gone 
to bed after hours of exhausting work in 
getting his machine ready for the flight 
which he expected both would attempt 
the next day. White was immediately 
informed of Paulhan's start, and pluckily 
set out after him with the least possible 
delay. Paulhan flew one hundred and 
seventeen miles that night, coming down 
near Lichfield, sixty-eight miles from 
Manchester, shortly after eight o'clock. 
White alighted at Northampton, sixty 
miles from London, a few minutes earlier. 

Both aviators were, compelled by darkness 
and cold to come down for the night; but 
both were under way again at a very early 
hour. White starting just before three and 
Paulhan about four o'clock. The victor 
reached his destination at 5:30, while 
White came to earth again at four o'clock 
on account of trouble with his motor. 
The result of the contest breaks no records 
for continuous flight, for M. Paulhan had 
already flown one hundred and thirty 
miles, from Orle'ans to Arcis-sur-l'Aube, 
in France, without landing. But it is only 
one more illustration of the steady prog­
ress which is being made in the conquest 
of the air. Aeroplanes are becoming 
more and more efficient and dependable, 
every day, and every day aviators are 
learning better how to use them. Flights, 
even with one or two passengers, are be­
coming matters of common occurrence. 
Flying is already a recognized sport. The 
next step, adapting it to usefulness, may 
come before we know it. 

THE FRENCH 
ELECTIONS 

Last week occurred the 
French elections for mem­
bers of the Chamber of Dep­

uties, the lower house of the French Par­
liament. While the elections leave the 
political parties practically in the same 
position as they were in the old Chamber, 
the result is considered a strong indorse­
ment for the two. principal measures ex­
pected to be passed by the new Parlia­
ment. The first is a measure of electoral 
reform whereby the basis of voting is 
changed from small districts to cover 
entire departments. For thirty years the 
vote by district has been in vogue. By 
removing the deputy from local influence 
the new electoral system will raise the level 
of representation. Unmoved, therefore, 
by petty interests, future parliaments may 
be able better to govern the country and 
to prepare the long-advocated reforms 
planned by those who would give a decen­
tralized system of administration to France, 
one more in harmony with our times, re­
placing the obsolete framework devised for 
a different epoch and different conditions. 
That this was realized by the late Chamber 
of Deputies is evident from its vote of 
over two to one for the proposed electoral 
reform. In other words, the old electoral 
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system could no longer afford free play 
for the country's present aspirations. The 
second proposed piece of legislation is the 
income-tax. For sixty years it has been 
in the radical platforms. Since 1848 
no less than seventy bills outlining an 
income tax have been introduced. A 
year ago the Chamber of Deputies passed 
an income tax bill, but the Senate has not 
yet ratified it. To win that ratification 
will be one of the new Parliament's prin­
cipal labors. As both of these measures 
have already taken firm root in the old 
Chamber of Deputies, the new Chamber 
may be considered as in large measure a 
continuation of the old. Not only in legis­
lation will it be a continuation, but probably 
also in its attitude toward the Cabinet. 
The late Parliament was less wasteful of 
Ministries than some have been. During 
its tenure three Prime Ministers were 
sufficient to govern France—M. Sarrien, 
M. Clemenceau, and M. Briand. Indeed, 
we might almost say that ranee had but 
one Ministry during the late Parliament, 
for M. Clemenceau was the Minister of 
the Interior in the Sarrien Cabinet, and 
M. Briand Minister of Justice in the 
Clemenceau Cabinet. The Briand policy 
was impressively approved in last week's 
election. I t appears that the premiership 
has not left this particular political family. 

Ex-President Roosevelt's 
THE HUNGARIAN receut vislt to Budapest 

PARLIAMENT „ . ^ , 

calls attention to the 
present endeavor in Hungary to obtain 
the right sort of legislation. Prime Min­
ister Hedervary has been unable to make 
headway against the Opposition factions 
in the Chamber of Deputies, the lower 
house of the Hungarian Parliament, the 
upper house being the House of Mag­
nates. The Premier has now dissolved 
the Chamber by royal decree. This was 
the signal for an outbreak by the Oppo­
sition, who claimed that the dissolution 
was unconstitutional. They stormed the 
tribune and actually bombarded the Min­
isters with ink-wells and other handy 
paraphernalia of the Chamber. The Min­
isters were finally forced to beat a retreat, 
and the Premier and Minister of Agriculture 
were struck by flying missiles and their 
heads cut open. The Opposition parties 

do not like the Administration's position on 
the question of universal suffrage. Yet it is 
difficult to carry through the broad suffrage 
demanded by the Socialists and other radi­
cals. At present the Chamber of Depu­
ties is elected by a vote of male citizens 
over twenty years of age who pay as.nail 
tax on property or on income. Certain 
professional, scientific, and learned classes 
are entitled to vote without other quali­
fications. The Hungarian electorate 
consists of about one-fourth of the male 
population over twenty years of age. Of 
course this is not a one-man, one-vote sys­
tem, and that is what many want. With 
this, they contend, they would have not 
only a more democratic government, but 
also one racially more equitable. The 
Magyars, or Huns, only very slightly ex­
ceed half of the population. The remain­
ing peoples are Germans, Rumanians, 
Ruthenians, Croatians, Slovaks, and Ser­
vians. Under the present system jhe non-
Magyar races maintain that they have not 
the opportunity for proper development 
because the Magyars hold most of the 
property and therefore command a dispro­
portionate influence through the suffrage. 
Count Apponyi, late Hungarian Minister 
of Education, who, at his castle near 
Pressburg, entertained Mr. Roosevelt, ac­
knowledges that " the non-Magyars have 
not been conquered by Magyarization." 
The question now is, Will they be con­
quered by a greater democratization ? 

Norway loved Bjornson 
BJORNSTJERNE ^ot Only as poet, play-

BJORNSON . -̂  , , 1 1 

writer, and story-teller, but 
also as a devoted patriot. When, some 
years ago, it was reported that he was 
weary of political turmoil and intended 
henceforth to live in Germany, he wrote a 
disclaimer of such an intention, and in it 
said : " I shall live right here in Nor­
way—I shall thrash and be thrashed in 
Norway—I shall win and die in Norway— 
of this you can be sure." Personally, he 
has been described as a man of power­
ful frame, of overflowing physical life, and 
of intense energy of mind and feeling; 
and a writer in The Outlook a few years 
ago further characterized his personality 
and methods by saying : " He is a dynamic 
worker in every department of life, a born 
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