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service. The Commission, moreover, laid
emphasis on examination for personality
and experience. It did this by means of
oral examinations to an extent not possi-
ble under other methods. The results
have been highly satisfactory. Good men
have been chosen, party lines have been
wiped out, and the merit system estab-
lished in the respect and confidence, not
only of the people in general, but also of
the office-holding class.
)

Over a thousand negro
delegates from all parts of
the country attended the
eleventh annual meeting of the National
Negro Business League, which began its
session in New York City on August 17.
Among them were bankers, farmers, edi-
tors, insurance men, dry goods merchants,
doctors, ministers, and representatives of
many other professions and. industries.
The sessions were enlivened by stories and
incidents, were dignified by serious presen-
tation of what has already been achieved
by the race, and were inspired by hearty
hope and purpose for the race’s future.
Dr. Booker Washington, with real tact and
skill, and- also with invariable good humor,
brought out the best that the delegates
had to give, and his own address abounded
in. stimulating influence. He urged his
people not to make the mistake of dwell-
ing overmuch on the things they have
not, but rather to glory in the opportuni-
ties they possessed, and he declared that in
this country “ the negro enjoys freedom of
opportunity to get education, freedom of
religious worship, to a degree not afforded
any similar group of our people in the
world.” Dr. Washington did not, however,
neglect to hold up to shame the blot cast
upon civilization by the continuance of
lynching ; he referred to the fact that
within the present summer no less than
twenty-six colored men have been wan-
tonly murdered by mobs without wrong-
doing on their part. He pleaded for
equal and exact enforcement of the law, in
the interest not alone of the colored race,
but of all races. As an evidence of the
prosperity of the negro race Dr. Washing-
ton stated that the negroes of the country
are adding from twelve to fifteen million
‘dollars a year to their holdings of land,
and that he believed that they are now
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worth in the aggregate not far from six
hundred million dollars. When, he added,
he spoke of this great advance to Presi-
dent Eliot, of Harvard, Dr. Eliot declared,
“ No race in the world has made such
progress in the same time.” On the last
day of the Convention the delegates re-
ceived ex-President Roosevelt with im-
mense enthusiasm, and listened to the first
general public address he had made since
This address was
strong in appreciation of what the negro
has done and in practical encouragement
and advice. A few sentences may be
here quoted to show the trend of Mr.
Roosevelt’s suggestion of the right line of
conduct for the negro in America :

When your neighbor likes and respects

you, you have won your battle. The white
man of the North does his worst work in

interfering between the two peoples of the

South, and his best work when he improves
their. relations. - This League represents
general constructive work for the race. It

-teaches you not to whine and cry about

privileges you do not happen to have, but to
make the best of opportunities at your doors.
... Nogood American can fail to subscribe
to the motto, “ All men up and not some men
down.” If in any community .the negro
quarter is wretched and one of potential
criminality, there is as much of menace to
the white man in that condition as to the
black.

- You colored men and women, set your
faces like flint against those who would
preach to you only the gospel of hate, envy,
and bitterness. Realize that the only way
to help your race is not by préeaching vin-
dictiveness and hatred, but by leading your
people up to prosperity through good  citi-

zenship. . . . An ounce of performance is
worth a ton of complaint.
2

The title of this paragraph

FENNSYLYANIA s not intended to be taken
smaLLrox  as the phrase of an alarmist.

There is no epidemic of
sniallpox in Pennsylvania, but there is, we
are informed by so high an authority as Dr.
Weir Mitchell, of Philadelphia, an epidemic
of prejudice against the only preventive
which has ever been found effective in
restraining the ravages of smallpox, a
prejudice which is likely to have pretty
serious consequences if it continues. In
a letter referring to a recent article by
Mr. Roosevelt in The Qutlook regarding
General Leonard Wood’s services to the
country, Dr. Weir Mitchell expresses his
regret that the article could not have
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contained “a full account of the extraor-
dinary service which he [General Wood]
rendered in dealing with disease in Cuba.”
Dr. Mitchell sends us a pamphlet which is
issued by the Department of Health of the
State of Pennsylvania that contains some
striking statistics brought out by corre-
spondence between General Wood and
Dr. Mitchell with regard to smallpox in
Cuba. These statistics, as Dr. Mitchell
says, supply “a piece of incontestable
evidence in favor of the absolute immu-
nity furnished by the harmless process of
vaccination.” One of the advantages of
General Wood’s early medical training is
that he can speak not only as a military
man but as a medical expert, and it is his
opinion that the efficacy of vaccination as
a protection against smallpox was demon-
strated in Cuba. In 1898 American
troops were ordered into a part of the
province of Santiago, in Cuba, where
there was raging one of the most terrific
epidemics of smallpox of modern times.
The conservative estimate of the military
authorities placed the number of cases at
four thousand in a district two hundred
miles long and about seventy-five miles
wide, with the sufferers dying at the rate
of thirty a day. The cause of this epi-
demic was that for thirty years the political
unrest and the revolutionary warfare had
put a stop to vaccination. The vaccinated
troops that were sent into this district not
only proved to be practically immune, but
succeeded, by sanitary work in connection
with vaccination, in arresting and finally
suppressing the epidemic. These facts,
and many more, make the pamphlet not
. only of general interest, but of particular
interest to those counties of Pennsylvania
where the question of vaccination has
become a political matter. The attempt
of ignorant or prejudiced persons to in-
terfere with vaccination on the part of
Government Health Boards is, to use Dr.
Mitchell’s just language, ¢ an incredible
thing ; but what is there that does not get
mixed up with politics ?”
@

Reports received from Rus-
sia are to the effect that
Asiatic cholera, which has
been epidemic in St. Petersburg since the
spring of 1908, is rapidly spreading to
other parts of the Empire, and is threat-
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ening to become a great national calam-
ity. According to the latest official state-
ment, there were 23,944 new cases and
10,725 deaths in the weck ended August
13, and 112,985 cases and 50,287 deaths
from the beginning of the year. Until
the present summer the scourge had been
confined, for the most part, to cities and
towns, on the main routes of travel; but
it is now invading the rural villages, where
the ignorant and superstitious population
is least able to deal with it intelligently
and successfully.  In the south’of Russia,
and ‘particularly in the basin of the river
Don, the whole population is panic-
stricken, and it has become impossible to
get laborers enough to carry on the cur-
rent business of the season. Exporters
of wheat have orders for seven thousand
tons a day, but cannot get men to load it
into cars, while proprietors of coal mines
report to the Minister of T'rade and Indus-
try that, if health conditions do not soon
improve, the great coal-mining industry of
the Don basin will be absolutely ruined.
Although the epidemic is worst in the
south, where the number of cases is large
and the rate of mortality extremely high,
it is rapidly extending to all parts of the
Empire, and has even appeared as far
north as Archangel, on the White Sea.
Asiatic cholera in Russia is not a new nor
an unfamiliar visitor. It first made its
appearance there in 1829, and it has pre-
vailed in epidemic form during thirty-
seven .of the eighty-one years that have
since elapsed. In the course of these
thirty-seven years 4,558,000 Russians
have been attacked by the disease, and
1,995,000 have died from it. In the
year 1848 alone there were 1,740,000
cases and 690,000 deaths, and even as
late as 1892, when the cause of the dis-
ease and the best methods of dealing with
it had been ascertained, there were 340,000
cases, 158,000 of which terminated fatally.
These statistics, taken in connection with
the recent progressive extension of the
epidemic throughout the FEmpire, are
enough to justify the most serious appre-
hensions. In countries where the popu-
lation is enlightened and the Government
efficient, cholera, in the present state of
medical and sanitary science, is not greatly
to be feared, because it can be easily con-
trolled and quickly stamped out; but in



