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plague ; but, in the opinion of General
Tolmacheff, either is preferable to a hos-
pital controlled by Jews. On the 30th
of July last the Jewish medical students of
()dessa asked permission of the Prefect to
practice as attendants in the Red Cross
hospital. In declining their services Gen-
eral T'olmacheff said : * Theidea on which
such institutions as Red Cross hospitals
are founded makes non-orthodox medical
attendants out of place in them.” FEight-
een years ago, during the Russian cholera
epidemic of 1892, the Associated Press
agent, then stationed in Berlin, cabled as
follows : ¢ The announcements from St.
Petersburg concerning the enforcement of
sanitary regulations in the cholera-stricken
districts do not correspond with the facts
as seen by the German physicians. These
regulations exist on paper, but are rarely
carried out. There are no signs of sani-
tary precautions in the streets, residences,
or lodging-houses ; the quarantine regula-
tions are neglected ; and healthy travelers
are constantly brought into contact with
persons thronging from infected places.
The German medical men state that they
find the hospital arrangements defective,
and cite as an instance Yaroslav on the
Volga, where the hospital sewage until
recently emptied through pipes into the
river above the point from which the water
supply of the town was drawn. The man-
agers of the same hospitals had failed to
burn the beds that had become infected,
and had allowed large masses of refuse to
accumulate under the windows.”” Reports
from competent observers, recently pub-
lished in Russian papers, indicate that the
Government is as negligent and inefficient
now as it was eighteen years ago. The
number of cholera cases has already
reached one hundred and thirteen thous
sand, with fifty thousand deaths, and yet
no national appropriation of money has
been made for sanitary purposes. The
activity of the Government thus far
seems to be mainly confined to the sup-
pression of Polish medical societies and
the closing of hospitals controlled by Jews.
Meanwhile cholera has been carried into
Ttaly by a party of Russians from Odessa,
who went on a pilgrimage to the shrine
of St. Nicholas at Bari, in Apulia, and
washed their clothing .in the same buckets
with which they drew water from Italian

THE WEEK - q

wells, In this age of quick and easy
intercommunication no nation lives wholly
by or for itself, and one often suffers for
another’s ignorance. We have no right,
we are sometimes told, to meddle, by col-
lective protest or otherwise, in the domes-
tic affairs of another country ; butif King
Victor Emanuel of Italy fulfills his prom-
ise to “go where his people are dying,”’
and if he happens to perish there him-
self of cholera brought from Russia, his
people will think that they have a right to
protest, privately, officially, and in every
other way, against a system of bureau-
cratic administration which keeps a whole
people in poverty and ignorance, and
makes it a menace to the health and
safety of the world.

The first act of General Es-
trada, the leader of the revo-
lutionary forces in Nicaragua,
after assuming control of the government
as provisional President, was to send a
despatch to Secretary Knox at Washing-
ton assuring the American people of the
warm regard entertained for them by
the victorious party of the revolution,
Estrada’s troops entered the capital,
Managua, last week, after repeated minor
victories over the forces of President
Madriz.  The defeated President fled
from Nicaraguan territory, and no serious
resistance was made to the establishment
of a provisional government under the con-
trol of General Estrada’s brother, and later
to the assumption of power by Estrada
himself. Thus ends a civil war which has
thrown the country of Nicaragua into con-
ditions of distress and almost anarchy for
many months. One estimate of the loss
asserts that no fewer than three thousand
men have been killed in battle, and that
as many more have died from wounds or
have been permanently crippled. Mean-
while business in some parts of the coun-
try has been at a standstill, and American
interests in particular have suffered for
want of labor to run the mines and plan-
tations. President Madriz has been gen-
erally regarded as heading the party which
supported the notorious Zelaya before his
flight, and American sympathy has accord-
ingly been inclined to side with General
Estrada and the revolutionary faction
which was called into existence by Zelaya’s
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tyranny. What will follow the recent
reversal of political conditions is uncertain.
Despatches from  Managua state that
President Estrada will within a few weeks
call for a general election, which will pre-
sumably result in the confirmation of his
claims to the Presidency. It is not con-
sidered improbable at Managua that the
United States may be asked to super-
vise this election in the interests of fair
play. . There was an outbreak of rioting
when the crisis came, and at one time
it seemed likely that the United States
would be asked to send to Managua its
marines, now at Corinto, in order to re-
store order. Up to the end of the week,.
however, this measure had not become
necessary. ‘The whole situation is an
object-lesson which shows that the United
States cannot avoid a certain degree of re-
sponsibility for peace and business security
i those tumultuous and irresponsible
Central American states which are so fre-
quently in the throes of revolution. This
country has still to receive proper satis-
faction and reparation in the case of Amer-
ican citizens killed under Zelaya’s orders,
and it must have a reasonably stable gov-
ernment to deal with. Another illustra-
tion of the same principle is seen in the
reports from Panama that it has been
proposed to place in the Presidency,
through the action of the National Assem-
bly, the Acting President, Sefior Mendoza,
to fill out the unexpired term of the late
Sefior Obaldia. This, it is said, is en-
tirely contrary to the Constitution of the
Republic of Panama, and it is reported
that our State Department has made rep-
resentations to this effect, and that it will
not countenance an unconstitutional action
which would be only too apt to result in
turmoil and unsettled conditions.  The
policy of the United States in such mat-
ters is not to stand aside indifferently,
but to act with firmness and with full
recognition of the fact that the world will
in some measure hold the United States
to account for what happens in the small
neighboring republics.
2]

Over three hundred men
and women gathered for
four days, August 9-12,
in connection ‘with the Summer School of
Agriculture at the Massachusetts Agri-

A CONFERENCE
ON RURAL LIFE

ized.

3 September

cultural College, Amherst, Massachusetts.
They discussed the problems of rural life
from various points of view. The Con-
ference was designed to emphasize certain
ideas. In the first place, it emphasized
the value of the community spirit, to the
end that the various organizations in the
country-—the church, the grange, the
school, etc.—should be more useful to the
rural community, and that the leaders of
these organizations should think in terms
not only of individuals and institutions,
but of the community as a whole. In the
second place, it emphasized the need of a
division of labor, and consequently co-
operation, between the various rural insti-
tutions.  In the third place, it emphasized
the need of leaders in the local com-
munity coming together to.discuss their
distinctive problems and methods of co-
operation. At the basis of all the prob-
lems appeared the agricultural problem ;
for unless the work of the dwellers in
the country is successful economically
their life can hardly be attractive or their
community enduring. Consequently stress
was laid on vocational training, on the
educative value of work on *learning by
doing.” Each class of agencies in rural
development was the subject of a ¢ sec-
tional conference.” Thus those interested
in Village Improvement Societies and play-
grounds and the like were engaged in

. one conference ; those interested in rural

libraries, in another; teachers of agricul-
ture, in the third ; workers in the County
Young Men’s Christian Associations, in
the fourth ;- in the fifth section, country
clergymen ; and in the sixth, leaders
in the grange. Of course there was
a large crossing over between sections.
The imaginary lines between religious
and secular disappeared. ‘One interest-
ing subject  was the Potato Club of
Hampshire County, -Massachusetts, with
a membership in 1909 of nearly a thou-
sand boys and girls. Séed was distrib-
uted and premiums were offered. Now
the movement has extended to the whole
State. Corn is now mcluded, and six or
seven thousand boys and girls are enrolled.
This is but one instance of many indicating
the means by which rural life can be organ-
What should the rural school be?
It is not now distinctive, as it ought to be.
It is based on an yrban plan. That ques-
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tion was attacked. Perhaps mostimportant
because most fundamental was the discus-
sion regarding the rural church. Finally,
the following resolutions were adopted :

1. In common with all churches, the coun-
try church should emphasize evangelism,
moral reform and mission as vital issues in
its policy.

2. The country church should be a sympa-
thetc center for all the legitimate interests
of the entire community.

3. The different church organizations of
each country community should federate for
consolidation somewhere and co-operation
everywhere.

4. The country church should make a thor-
ough survey of the community as the basis
of its work.

5. The country church should promote or
inspire:

(@) The improvement of schools and their

consolidation wherever possible.

(4) All movements looking toward better
farming.

(¢) Publicrecreationthrough playgrounds.

() Public health and better living condi-
tions.

(¢) Co-operation with grange and other
community organizations for plans
of progress. ‘

(/) AnOld Home Week. ~ Promote active
connection with old and former mem-
bers.

6. Within the community the country
church should determine its policies by the
needs of the marginal man.

7. The pastors of country churches should
receive salaries commensurate with the pres-
ent prevailing economic conditions.

It is certainly true of the Church that
if it would preserve its own life it must
lose it for the sake of the community.
Tt must forget denominational ambitions ;
iv must resist pressure from ¢ officials
higher up;” it must surrender its spirit of
aloofness. Great credit should be given
to the Massachusetts Agricultural College
for arranging this conference. Its Presi-
dent, Dr. Butterfield, expressed the hope
that there would soon be established a
National Conference on Rural Progress.
The problem of rural life is the problem
of the soil, the farm, the market, and the
family. It is one which calls for the exer-
cise of the highest intelligence ; yand it has
only begun to be studied. We Americans
have been so busy struggling with the prob-
-lems of the city—with the factory, the
tenement, the wage-earner, the street, the
shop—that we have scarcely given thought
to the fact that two-thirds of our people
live outside the cities.
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A survey of Bible
classes for boys and
men in the leading
churches of thirty-three typical American
cities has recently been completed by the
International Committee of Young Men’s
Christian Associations. The survey occu-
pied nearly nineteen months. It involved
visiting nearly every geographical section of
the country and holding conferences with
selected leaders from hundreds of churches
of twenty-seven different denominations
and numerous Young Men’s Christian
Associations.  Its object was to get at

A NATIONAL SURVEY
OF BIBLE STUDY

-facts with a view to improve conditions

and to promote effective co-operation of
all the agencies at work in the field of
Bible study. Many distressing facts were
discussed, but preponderant evidence that
“ Bible classes which help boys and men
to live clean, strong, earnest, useful lives
are growing in number and power.”
Conditions were found to vary more in -
the geographical sections than in the re-
ligious denominations. A more intelligent
grasp of the boy problem was found in
the North and East than in the South and
West. The two most serious problems
developed by this survey were (1) that the
number of strong, well-trained, and. spirit-
ual men in the teaching force is inad®
quate, and (2) that probably more than
ninety per cent of males above twelve
years of age are as yet untouched by
Bible study, and with present methods
are largely inaccessible. To reach these
there must be an end of contentment
with a single place and time for all Bible
classes. The so-called Home Department
does not meet the need; the * Exten-
sion ” Bible class is much more prom-
ising. The Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation extension classes in over fifty sorts
of places—e. g., camps, car barns, factories,
forts, post-offices, shops, wholesale houses
—revealed to the leaders in nearly every
one, of the conferences held the missing
link in elementary religious education for
boys and men. Among the lessons of
the survey are these: There must be co-
operation, federated effort. Recent litera-
ture on successful methods must be read.
Trained teachers and variously adapted
graded courses are indispensable. ‘The
Bible class should be a center of va-
ried interest, social, athletic, moral, civic.



