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THE TARIFF: A MORAL 
ISSUE V 

Whenever men just like ourselves— 
probably not much better, and certainly 
no worse—continually fail to give us the 
results we have a right to expect from 
their efforts, we may just as well make up 
our minds that the fault lies, not in their 
personality, but in the conditions under 
which they work; and profit comes, not 
from denouncing them, but in seeing that 
the conditions are changed. This is espe
cially true of tariff-making. It has been 
conclusively shown, by experiments re
peated again and again, that the methods 
of tariff-making by Congress, which have 
now obtained for so many years, cannot, 
from the very nature of the case, bring 
really satisfactory results. I think that 
the present tariff is better than the last, 
and considerably better than the one before 
the last; but it has certainly failed to give 
general satisfaction. I believe this coun
try is fully committed to the principle of 
protection ; but it is to protection as a 
principle ; to protection primarily in the 
interest of the standard of living of the 
American workingman. I believe that 
when protection becomes, not a principle, 
but a privilege and a preference—or, 
rather, a jumble of privileges and prefer
ences—then the American people disap
prove of it. Now, to correct the trouble, 
it is necessary, in the first place, to get in 
mind clearly what we want, and, in the 
next place, to get in mind clearly the 
method by which we hope to obtain what 
we want. What we want is a square deal 
in the tariff as in everything else ; a square 
deal for the wage-earner; a square deal 
for the employer; and a square deal for 
the general public. To obtain it we 
must have a thoroughly efficient and well-
equipped tariff commission. 

The tariff ought to be a material issue 
and not a moral issue ; but if instead of a 
square deal we get a crooked deal, then it 
becomes very emphatically a moral issue. 
What we desire in a tariff is such measure 
of protection as wiH equalize the cost of 
production here and abroad ; and as the 
cost of production is mainly labor cost, this 

' Th i s article is in substance what Mr. Roosevelt 
said on the question of the Tariff in his speech at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on September 3.—THE 
E D I T O R S . 

means primarily a tariff sufficient to make 
up for the difference in labor cost here 
and abroad. The American public wants 
the American laboring man put on an 
equality with other citizens, so that he 
shall have the ability to achieve the Amer
ican standard of living and the capacity to 
enjoy it; and to do this we must see that 
his wages are not lowered by improper 
competition with inferior wage-workers 
abroad—with wage-workers who are paid 
poorly and who live as no Americans are 
willing to live. But the American public 
does not wish to see the tariff so arranged 
as to benefit primarily a few wealthy men. 

As a means toward the attainment of 
its end in view we have as yet devised 
nothing in any way as effective as a tariff 
commission. There should be a commis
sion of well-paid experts ; men who should 
not represent any industry; who should 
be masters of their subjects ; of the very 
highest character; and who should ap
proach the matter with absolute disregard 
of every outside consideration. These 
men should take up in succession each 
subject with which the tariff deals and 
investigate the conditions of production 
here and abroad; they should find out 
the facts and not merely accept the state
ments of interested parties; and they 
should report to Congress on each subject 
as soon as that subject has been covered. 
Then action can be taken at once on the 
particular subject concerned, while the 
commission immediately proceeds to inves
tigate another. By these means log-rolling 
would be avoided and each subject treated 
on its merits, while there would be no 
such shock to general industry as is im
plied in the present custom of making 
sweeping changes in the whole tariff at 
once. Finally, it should be the duty of 
some Governmental department or bureau 
to investigate the conditions in the various 
protected industries, and see that the 
laborers really are getting the benefit of 
the tariff supposed to be enacted in their 
interest. Moreover, to insure good treat
ment abroad we should keep the maxi
mum and minimum provision. 

The same principle of a first-class out
side commission should be applied to river 
and harbor legislation. At present a river 
and harbor bill, like a tariff bill, tends to 
be settled by a squabble among a lot of 
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big selfish interests and little selfish inter
ests, with scant regard to the one really 
vital interest, that of the general public. 
In this matter the National Legislature 
would do well to profit by the example of 
Massachusetts. Formerly Massachusetts 
dealt with its land and harbor legislation 
just as at Washington tariff and river and 
harbor laws have been dealt with ; and 
there w âs just the same pulling and haul
ing, the same bargaining and log-rolling, 
the same subordination of the general 
interest to various special interests. Last 
3'ear Governor Draper took up the matter, 
and on his recommendation the Legisla
ture turned the whole business, over to a 
commission of experts; and all trouble 
and scandal forthwith disappeared. Inci
dentally, this seems to me to be a first-
class instance of progressive legislation. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

A CAMPAIGN OF EDUCA
TION 

In this and the last issue of The Outlook 
a staff correspondent has given our readers 
a graphic picture of the reception accorded 
to Mr. Roosevelt in his Western tour. The 
people have greeted him, not as a party 
representative, but as a personal friend ; 
and he has spoken to them, not in partisan 
terms, but in those of a National leader. 
There is nothing in this campaign of edu
cation to suggest that it has been in their 
minds, or in his, a preparation for a Presi
dential campaign in 1912. We do not 
wonder that some critics have so repre
sented i t ; because we have long ceased 
to wonder at the appearance of the small-
minded man who cannot conceive that a 
public service is ever rendered without 
hope of a personal reward. Such men 
are to be pitied, not blamed. They are 
dull, not corrupt. They have never felt 
a throb of personal patriotism themselves 
and therefore cannot recognize it in an
other. That a man may volunteer to 
render service to the State in time of 
peace as well as in time of war is beyond 
their intellectual power to conceive. 

Mr. Roosevelt has once and only once 
in his distinguished career asked for 
office. He raised a regiment of Rough 

"Riders for the Spanish War, and was 

offered the command by President McKin-
ley. He declined because, he said, he 
lacked the necessary military experience 
for a military command, but asked that 
his friend Leonard Wood be made Com
mander of the regiment and that he be 
permitted to serve under Colonel Wood 
as Lieutenant-Colonel. With that excep
tion, every office he has ever held has 
come to him unsought, from his nomina
tion as Assemblyman in 1882, because it 
was thought his personality would make 
him an effective leader in a local move
ment for political reform, to his nomina
tion as Vice-President in 1900, because 
Western men thought his name on the 
ticket important in order to secure the 
success of the Republican party in a cam
paign for a full-valued dollar. In 1904, 
while he frankly expressed his hope that 
his administration of the unexpired term 
of Mr. McKinley would be indorsed by a 
nomination and election to the Presidency, 
the nomination was practically a sponta
neous one, no other candidate being con
sidered by his party. In 1908, that he 
not only refused a nomination for the 
Presidency, but organized a genuine cam
paign to prevent its being tendered to him, 
is a matter of public history. 

Landing in New York last June, Mr. 
Roosevelt, in his first brief speech at the 
Battery, rededicated himself as a private 
citizen to the service of the Nation. Out 
of over two thousand invitations to speak, 
from a public eager to hear him, • he 
selected a score in different parts of the 
country for acceptance. He is an enthusi
astic believer in what have been called 
the " Roosevelt Policies," but what he 
has himself called the " New National
ism ;" and he has a passionate hatred of 
mob violence and of political and commer
cial corruption'. As long as he has a voice 
with which to speak, and a pen with which 
to write, he will be an apostle of the New 
Nationalism and a preacher of civic right
eousness. He has asked no reward in 
the past ; he will ask none in the future. 
But neither mendacious attacks upon him 
by enemies nor misconstruction and mis
apprehension by friends will prevent him 
from accepting invitations to give his 
message. 

We are writing in Mr. Roosevelt's 
absence, and without his knowledge, but 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


