
1911 THE STANDARD OIL DECISION—AND AFTER 239 

promotive of practical church union be­
tween denominations divided by doctrinal, 
ecclesiastical, and racial differences. 

The telephone 
GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP svstem of Great 

OF THE TELEPHONE T) t • • Vl,' 
SYSTEM IN ENGLAND B r i t a i n IS Within 

a few months to 
.be transferred from the National Tele­
phone Company to the Government, in 
pursuance of an arrangement made in 
1895 ; and with the approach of the date 
of transfer there has been much eager­
ness on the part of telephone users, as 
represented by chambers of commerce 
and municipal councils, for a statement of 
the policy of the Government with regard 
to its new undertaking. The negotiations 
of sixteen years ago were managed by the 
Post-Office, and, as was the case in. 1869 
when the Government took over the tele­
graph lines from private companies, the 
telephone system, when it comes into the 
possession of the Government, will become 
a department of the Post-Ofifice. In his 
statement the Postmaster-General defines 
the three main principles which will govern 
the administration of the national tele­
phone system. These are : (1) that effi­
ciency in the telephone service is to be of 
prime importance; (2) that it is the duty 
of the Government to take all measures 
within its power to make the telephone 
as widely available as possible ; and (3) 
that the telephone system shall not be 
expected to provide a large surplus which 
shall go towards the relief of Imperial tax­
ation. In elaborating the second of these 
principles, Mr. Samuel admits, what has 
often been strongly asserted by American 
critics of the British system, that it is as 
yet " very insufficiently developed." With 
regard to the matter of rates it is worthy 
of note that, although the mail service in 
England for generations past has con­
tributed a surplus to the reduction of 
Imperial taxation, the telegraph service 
has never so contributed, partly because 
the Government years ago agreed to allow 
unremunerative tolls in news service. This 
time there is to be no such bargain with 
telephone users. The telephone service, 
Mr. Samuel thinks, should not be subsi­
dized. With reference to the proposition 
that the publicly owned telephone might be 

administered, at least in part, by municipal­
ities, the Postmaster-General says that the 
telephone business is exceedingly tech­
nical, and it is essential that it should be 
supervised by a highly trained and conse­
quently highly paid expert, who should be 
always watching the course of telephonic 
inventions, always experimenting, and 
always developing upon the newest lines ; 
and that the ordinary municipality is 
seldom in the position to have at its com­
mand experts of the caliber which the great 
Government department could without 
difficulty secure. 

THE STANDARD OIL 
DECISION-AND AFTER 
The decision of the Supreme Court in 

the Standard Oil Case has, of course, 
brought out many proposals for altering 
or amending the Anti-Trust Law. There 
are two classes of men whose respective 
attitudes in reference to this law are 
in theory diametrically opposed, and in 
results almost identically the same : those 
men who wish no interference whatever 
by the Government with any combinations 
or corporations; and those men who, 
under the plea of being against all com­
binations and big corporations, propose 
absolutely to prohibit their existence. 

In theory these two sets of men are 
diametrically opposed. In practice the 
activities of the second class, who wish 
totally to prohibit all corporations, can 
result only in practically fulfilling the wish 
of the first class by leaving the present situ­
ation fundamentally unchanged. Actual 
experience with the Anti-Trust Law extend­
ing over many years has shown that it 
does not and cannot by any possibility be 
made to do what the extreme antagonists 
of corporations desire or assert that they 
desire. As construed by the Supreme 
Court, the Anti-Trust Law accomplishes a 
certain amount of good, and it has been a 
good thing to obtain the decision that has 
been obtained, against the Standard Oil 
Company. But as a means of effectually 
grappling on behalf of the whole people 
with the problem created by what are 
commonly called trusts—that is, of enor­
mous combinations of corporate capital 
engaged in inter-State business—the Anti-
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Trust Law is radically and vitally defective, 
and any effort to strengthen it would be 
worse than futile, and would result only 
in prolonging the time during which the 
corporations will escape control of the 
kind demanded in the interests of the 
people. The Anti-Trust Law was framed 
on the theory that it was possible to 
turn back the wheels of progress in 
industrialism, and in an age of combina­
tion to put a stop to the combinations 
under which business was carried on. 
While, as I have-said, the Anti-Trust Law 
as now construed does accomplish a cer­
tain amount of good,' it was out of the 
question that, framed as it was in such a 
spirit and with such a purpose, it could 
achieve in any but the smallest degree 
what its framers hoped ; and any effort to 
achieve this purpose simply by making 
the law more stringent will result either in 
nothing or in changing the situation for 
the worse. 

The Inter-State Commerce Law was 
framed on precisely the opposite theory. 
It was framed on the theory that certain 
monopolies—for every railway is, because 
of its very nature, to a certain extent a 
monopoly, or has a certain monopolistic 
tendency—because of their tremendous 
power as business entities and of the im­
possibility of the individual man grappling 
with them on even terms, should be rigidly 
supervised and controlled by the agent of 
the people as a whole, that is, by the 
National Government. We are as yet 
very far from having achieved the best 
possible results under the Inter-State Com­
merce Law, but we have steadily improved 
both the law and its administration, and 
are accomplishing far more for the control 
of those monopolies called railways under 
the Inter-State Commerce Law than is 
now being accomplished, or can by any 
possibility be accomplished, in the way of 
control of other business monopolies by the 
Anti-Trust Law or any alteration thereof. 

What is urgently needed is the enact­
ment of drastic and far-reaching legis­
lation which shall put the great inter-
State business corporations of the type 
of the Standard Oil Company, the Sugar 
Trust, the Steel Trust, and the like, at 
least as completely under the control 
and regulation of the Government in 
each and every respect as the inter-State 

railways are now put. To break up the 
Standard Oil Company, as the recent 
decision has broken it up, does a certain 
amount of good ; but it does not do any­
thing like the amount of good that would 
be achieved from the standpoint of the 
public if the proper Governmental body 
were given the same supervision and con­
trol over it as the Inter-State Commerce 
Commission has established over certain 
of the railways of the country. It may 
well be that in the end Government con­
trol of these great inter-State corporations 
may have to go much further than is 
indicated by the present Government con­
trol over the railways ; but, in any event, 
the only possible satisfactory method of 
dealing with these great corporations of a 
monopolistic trend which are not railways 
is to follow the lines along which the 
Nation has gone in dealing with those 
of them which are railways, altering and 
developing the policy as conditions and 
events shall justify. Our prime object 
must be to have the regulation accom­
plished by continuous administrative action, 
and not by necessarily intermittent law­
suits. „ „ 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

THE IGNORANCE OF VALOR 
" The Valor of Ignorance," by Homer 

Lea, published in 1909 by Harper & 
Brothers, appears to have been taken more 
seriously in England than in the United 
States. It is a plea for militarism. We 
recommend it to the careful consideration 
of all who believe in lessening national 
armaments, in lightening military burdens, 
and in substituting the appeal to reason 
for the appeal to force. We recommend 
it to them because it puts in at least the 
form of philosophy, and with a certain 
marshaling of figures, the grounds for 
opinions put in fragmentary forms in cer­
tain of our newspapers, and held in solu­
tion, unexpressed, by certain classes of our 
population. Because we believe in a navy 
only large enough to make reasonably 
safe our two coasts and our insular pos­
sessions, and in an army only large enough 
to perform those functions which are 
necessary for even so peaceful a nation 
as the United States, and in the substi­
tution, as far and as fast as possible, of 
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