JAPAN'S GAINS FROM THE WAR

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE BY SYDNEY GREENBIE

IT took Japan several days to reconcile
herself to the armistice. Previously,
every rumor of peace brought about a
slump in the stock market. Yet so cer-
tain was industry that the war would go
on indefinitely that no abatement in its
activities could be felt. So when Novem-
ber 11 came it took a little sarcasm from
the foreign press to stir Japan to a show
of some satisfaction. For a couple of
days only foreign houses displayed flags
in jubilation. Then Japan recalled that
she too was an Ally and the various Cham-
bers of Commerce threw all “ bearing ”
aside and brought out their flags, saki,
and geishas, in riotous joviality. Official-
ism donated unto itself a banquet upon
the public recreation grounds to which
only officials and a few representative
foreigners were invited. And after they
ate all there was to eat and drank all
there was to drink and played with all
the geishas there were to play with (wives
are never invited) they left the grounds
for the common people to swarm about
the remnants. Thus the East thought it
had manifested ‘its pleasure that the
world had been made safe for demoeracy.

‘Why this hesitation? Because Japan
was not really in-the war. No country in
the world has gained more and suffered
less than Japan. She gained materially
.and she gained socially. At this time,
when the nations are balancing their
accounts, it is well for us to give a little
summary of Japan’s profit and loss from
the war.

I will not dwell on the acquisition of
the Marshall Islands, which lie so conveni-
ently between the Hawailan group and
the Philippines, and not inconveniently
distant from the Southern Hemisphere.
I will leave Shantung to speak for itself,
if its voice has not already been silenced,
as was that of Korea. Iwill limit myself
to the question of legitimate gains (if war
profits can be regarded as such) to which
Japan is as much entitled as any other
individual or group which supplies the
materials of warfare and to such social
gains as can be directly traced to the
war. '

First, then, come the material gains.
Of these Kobe is perhaps the best ex-
ample. No port in the Far East has come
up so._ stridently as did Kobe during the
war. Wereit not for the silk trade, Y oko-
hama would have completely fallen out
of the race behind Kobe. Now this is
significant. Yokohama lies mnear the
capital (Tokyo), and will always be a
distributing center for the Empire. Com-
mercially and geographically, however,
Japan has become the center of the
business of the Pacific. During the war
Japan’s exports increased so tremen-
dously that a port more on the direct
highway of the world’s trade was. neces-
sary. As such none was more suitable than
Kobe, and it rose to the situation. Where
up to the outbreak of the war Kobe’s
foreign settlement (where all the export

and import trade is handled) was largely
under the control of foreigners, to-day
the Japanese have well-nigh ousted them.
All the desirable business sites have been
bought over by Japanese narikin' estab-
lishments at enormous prices, in many
cases the Government giving every possi-
ble financial support to natives. One for-
eigner disposed of a piece of property
which cost him about $12,000 for $225,-
000. And to-day splendid modern struc-
tures crowd the former settlement—the
pride of the Japanese.

Industrially, Japan has simply been
seething with activity. No contract was
ever turned aside; it was easy enough to
fail to supply the material afterwards.
Scandals in commerical circles were rife.
Whereas other countries had to submit
quietly to innumerable embargoes that
England and America found necessary
to impose on the export of their materials,
Japan always found some way of having
them loosened for her sake. When nego-
tiations were under way for the construc-
tion of merchantmen, Japan so prepared
her plans that, under- whatever circum-
stances, she would come out with from
175,000 to 450,000 tons of shipping
ahead of her pre-war situation, while sup-
plying the Allies with her old discarded
types of vessels. She is now the mistress
of the Pacific.

Of all this activity, Kobe was the cen-
ter. From my house, at the other end of
the city, I could hear the sound of the
pneumatic hammers far after midnight.
Four years ago 1{obe was a- promise ; to-
day its dockyards, its steel mills, its
steamers, give it the appearance of a city
of tremendous size. Its population has
reached nearly 600,000, and it is the fifth
largest city mn Japan. Houses are as
scarce as they are in New York. Smoke-
stacks darken the sky with streams of
smoke. ~And all because a war broke
out in KEurope, twelve thousand miles
away.

So great was the increase in trade and
business in all Japan that for two years
the railways and telegraphs and post

office have been rendered virtually help- -

less. Telegrams could be delivered much
more quickly if sent by train and letters
with more certainty if sent by special
messenger. The extent of inefficiency in
these various branches of service would

“form the basis for an article in itself.

Yet with all the prosperity salaries in
Government departments still ranged
from $6 to $50 a month, Only two per
cent of the people earn more than $1,000
a year. In place of increase in salaries
the Giovernment offered marks of distinc-
tion and honor, expecting that good sub-
jects would rejoice over small favors.
Yet the war intensified social condi-
tions markedly. It made narikin . of

1The word nartkin can be translated by our par-
venu. It comes from the Japanese chess and is nsed
when one of the pawns is jumped across the board.
It is much more than a man who has just become
rich—one who has made a bound for riches,

coolies who in another generation will
be seeking vacancies in the House of
Peers. It has drawn the outcasts from
their isolation into industrialism and
forced them upon the social consciousness
in unprecedented ways. It has increased
the cost, though it has not yet raised the
standard, of living. On an average, Japan

- still has more poverty and suffering and
- absence of individual development than

most other civilized countries. But the
conditions under war have made the aver-
age Japanese less contented with mere
rice and datkon (a vegetable shaped
like a radish, pickled, and with a strong,
unpleasant odor). He has seen how his
neighbor in a couple-of years became a
rich man. Though the masses are much
poorer than they ever were, a very few
have obtained great wealth. While the
war brought the peoples of FEurope and
America down to a basis of necessity,
curtailing all luxuries, for many in Japan
it meant the reverse—the shunning of
simple living. Of that they had . had
more than their share.

Another source of gainto Japan has
been in knowledge of military seience.
She has been able to look on and learn
at a loss of only some two thousand men.
That is a gain which may sooner or later
have to be put in the debit column.

Some of the monetary gains are no
less doubtful. It is felt in Japan that
those who secured these material advan-
tages are doing little to retain them.
They have not placed either themselves
or their country on a firm trade basis,
having sought immediate progress more
than a good reputation for business
ethics. And that is a definite loss to
Japan which some of its people are view-
ing with alarm.

Let us now turn to the social gains.
‘What emotional, political, moral, and. in-
tellectual advantage has Japan which
she did not have before the war? Emo-
tionally there has been but a slight
awakening. Sympathy with the wronged,

‘with the suffering, has touched her but

little. Politically there has been con-
siderable discussion of demoecracy, but
mighty little of its real significance has
penetrated the crust of imperialism.
You hear among the students in the
higher schools (of which I was an in-
structor) considerable talk about de-
mocracy, and they have even gone to
the point of holding demonstrations for
the extension of the franchise. But the
true meaning of democracy is not undex-
stood. Even the leaders in that vanguard
naively advance a vague statement said
to have been made by the first Emperor,
Jimmu Tenno (who is largely wrapped
in myth), about how much his rule de-
pended upon the people, as proof that from

- time immemorial the basic principles of

their government have been democratic.
Intellectually and morally Japan has

‘Jearned that education and honest busi-

ness are national assets. As the result of
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the increase in foreign trade, she has
found it necessary greatly to increase
her educational facilities. Commercial
schools are being raised to the status of
universities and the whole educational
ddministration is undergoing consider-
able changes.- But, unfortunately, morally
Japan has:-not applied, so far, the prin-
ciples she has taught her young men.
The breaking of contracts, the passing off
of material inferior to that agreed upon,
would form a chapter in a study of Japan:
by no means to her credit.
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One of the most satisfactory gains
from an QOccidental point of view has
been that Japan has been forced to think
outwardly on international affairs. She
looked abroad, for instance, and saw
the extent to which women helped win
the - war, and was somewhat alarmed.
Japan realized that should her women be
placed in the same position as were the
women of the West it would not go well
with the land. The condition of woman
may, in consequence, some day be im-
proved. There is a dim light of hope.
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These social gains are, however, insig-
nificant in comparison with the monetary
gains.

There is one great weakness in modern
Japan which leaves all her gains—social
and material-—on an unstable foundation.
Unfortunately, consciousness of this dan-
ger is almost wholly lacking. Whatever
gains may be accredited to Japan in any
sense cannot compensate her for the iso-
lation in which she is left as the only
great autocracy still standing in the
world.

WHY CHINA REFUSED TO SIGN

AN INTERVIEW

ON THE

SHANTUNG PROVISION OF THE TREATY

WITH WU CHAO-CHU BY JESSE WILLIS JEFFERIS

Peace Conference from the Con-
stituttorialist Government of China, and
son. of Wu Ting-fang, twice Ambas-
sador to the United States, recently
passed through New York on his way to
Waghington. When asked why China
refused to sign the peace treaty, Wu
Chao-chu responded as follows :

. “ While the other Great Powers were
engaged in the war with Germany Japan
took advantage of the situation to press
her Twenty-one Demands, which aimed
at the political and economic domination
of China.

“The provisions relating to Shantung,
which the Chinese Government signed
with Japan under duress, were that
China should agree to any arrangements
which Japan might thereafter make re-

_garding the disposition of Grerman rights

“in the Shantung Province ; that the Jap-
anese Government would restore Kiao-
chau to China, providing Japan be
granted an exclusive concession to be
designated later, and also that Japan
should have the option of building a new

_railway in Shantung.

“The ‘exclusive concession’ was no
less than the port of Tsingtao, situated in
the Bay of Kiaochau. This port was
seized by -the German Government in
1897, because of the killing of two Ger-
man missionaries in China, and i March,
1898, the Manchu Government was
forced to conclude a lease with Germany,
giving her control of the port for a
period of ninety-nine years. This treaty,
forged by the mailed fist of the German
Junkers, also provided for the passage of
German troops in a zone around the Bay
of Kiaochau and the granting of rail-
way and mining rights in the provinee of
Shantung.

“The port of Tsingtao is a strategic
and commercial stronghold of vital im-
portance to the safety and economic life
of China. It has a fine harbor, excel-
lent docks, and strong fortresses, upon
which the German Government has spent
millions. It is also a popular summer
resort. Aeccording to present plans, Japan
intends to put into the concession the
important features of the port and return

‘N?U CHAO-CHU, delegate to the

to China the bathing beach and a few

- hotels.

“Thus Japan has secured control of
the gateway to Shantung Province, with
an area of 36,000 square miles and a
population of 38,000,000. Itisan integral
part of China and has been so for cen-
turies. It is also the birthplace of Chinese
civilization, for here Confucius was born.

“When in 1917 America broke off
diplomatic relations with Germany, she
invited all neutrals to do likewise, in
order to show the world’s unanimous dis-
approval of German militarism. When
China received this invitation, she re-
sponded immediately, and was the first of
the neutrals thus to take action. Later
China declared war upon Germany and
at the same time announced that all
treaties made with her enemies were
thereby abrogated. The Powers at war
with Germany thereupon sent notes of
congratulation to China, indorsing her
attitude, which amounted to an express
recognition of the fact that the treaty
granting Germany rights in the Shantung
Province was canceled, and that these
rights antomatically reverted to China.

“ When the Peace Conference opened,
it soon became evident .that Japan had a
hold upon the delegates, the nature of
which did not appear upon the surface.
Later it was discovered that this was
nothing more nor less than the secret

understandings entered into with Japan

by the Governments of Great Britain,
France, Italy, and Russia. They were
arrived at after China had sent a note
to Germany threatening to break off
diplomatic relations unless she relin-
quished submarine warfare. It was
promised Japan that her claims to the
Shantung Province would be supported
at the Peace Conference, provided that
she would use her influence to compel
China to declare war against Germany.
But the bitter irony of the situation was
that Japan had continually brought press-
ure to bear upon China to prevent her
entering the war against Geermany.
“Until the Fiume incident, when the
Ttalian delegates withdrew from the
Conference, America remained China’s
best friend ; but the added danger that

Japan might withdraw from the Confer-
ence if her demands were not granted
threatened the establishment of the
League of Nations, Certain French news-
papers then announced that Japan might
follow the example of Italy. If these
countries should withdraw from the
Peace Conference because of the oppo-
sition of President Wilson to their de-
mands, who would be responsible for the
failure of the League of Nations? No
matter how moral or legal China’s claims
might be ap the Conference, the Powers
felt bound to fulfill their secret under-
standings with Japan, in spite of the
fact that Japan’s Twenty-.one Demands
upon China were made under duress
and wholly oblivious of the fact that
Germany had no rights in the Shantung
Province to which Japan or any other
country could lawfully succeed. And so
America gave way and the so-called
rights of Germany in Shantung were
transferred to Japan.

% Later the Chinese delegates were in-
formed that all former German rights
were to be given over to Japan, uncon-
ditionally, and this agreement the Chi-
nese delegates were asked to sign.
Whereupon they protested, first orally,
and subsequently in writing.

“It was announced that Japan had

‘agreed with the Powers that Shantung

would later be returned to China ; but no
definite time was mentioned when Japa-
nese control should end. It is interesting
to note here that Japan promises to re-
turn to China sovereign rights in Shan-
tung, although Germany never asserted
any rights of sovereignty.

* The Chinese delegates agreed to sign
the Treaty with (Germany, subject to a
reservation of the three articles relating
to Shantung. But they were told that
they must sign without reservations. The
position of the delegates was a most deli-
cate one. Not to sign would be an admis-
sion to the world that the Allies were
divided, thus strengthening the cause of
the common enemy—Germany. To sign
meant the betrayal of the whole Chinese
nation, that is arrayed wunanimously
against any such step.

“ In obedience to the will of my peo-
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ple the Chinese delegates refused to sign,
so0 that a state of war still exists between
China and Germany, ‘making necessary
the conclusion of a separate treaty of
peace.

“From her experience at the Peace
Table China has learned several impor-
tant lessons. First, she knows that Amer-

THE OUTLOOK

ica is her stanch and sincere friend,
having championed China’s rights, and at
last giving way only when the possible
withdrawal of both ltaly and Japan men-
aced the Teague of Nations. With the
final result the American delegation was
as much disappointed as the Chinese.
“China is well known for her pacific
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settlements of disputes, despising the
thought of being compelled to resort to
barbarous methods of war, such as have
been exemplified by the horrors of Ger-
man militarism. But she also realizes that
the millennium has certainly not yet come
—the age of peace when right shall tri-
umph over might.”

METHODISM’S GREAT MISSIONARY CENTENNIAL

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE FROM CHARLES STELZLE

UPERLATIVES alone can do jus-

tice to the Centenary Celebration of
American Methodism, just closed in
Columbus, where for nearly a month not
only the followers of John Wesley but
those who owe allegiance to other great
leaders of Protestantism thronged the
Ohio State Fair Grounds, which cover
over one hundred acres.

One of the chief reasons why the Cele-
bration was held in Columbus was be-
cause this is the center of Americin
Methodism. The Methodist Church,
North and South, was responsible for
this enterprise—the first time that these
two great churches have got together
on a really comprehensive programme,
and it was noted that the attendance was
very largely from the South.

The Celebration cost Methodism a mill-

ion dollars; it was attended by a million’

people ; it was held, in part, to celebrate
the raising of one hundred and sixty
million dollars for missions. It was a
jubilee engaged in with an abandon that
for once made the world understand that
the Church could do a big thing in a big
way.

‘Fight great buildings housed exhibits
from every part of the world. Nearly
twenty thousand people served as “ stew-
ards ” and other helpers during the Cele-
bration. The music was rendered by
thousands of singers, and there were
bands and orchestras and quartettes and
soloists of National reputation.

The pageant “ The Wayfarer,” written
by Dr.J. E. Crowther, of the First Metho-
dist Episcopal Church of Seattle, Wash-
ington, was one of the greatest produc-
tions of its kind ever seen in this country.
Every night the great Coliseum, which
seats about seven thousand people, was
packed and thousands were turned away.
Reserved seat tickets could scarcely be
purchased from their owners at any price.
Most extravagant offers were made to
the management by theatrical producers
to repeat the pageant in the big cities of
this country. At least one fact was dem-
onstrated in the popularity of the pag-
eant—namely, that the masses of people
will go to see and hear a produection
which is distinctly religious in character
and which has practically none of the
objectionable elements which theatrical
managers say the public is demanding.

On the other hand, it is unquestiona-
bly true that many prominent leaders of

Methodism who were opposed to the
theater saw in “The Wayfayer” a re-
markable opportunity for using the drama
for the teaching of great religious doc-
trines. :

The costumes and scenic effects were
designed by Livingston Platt, of New
York, and the beautiful combinations of
colors, not only in this regard, but in the
general lighting effects, for which Lau-
rence H. Rich was responsible, made
a profound impression upon the audi-
ences,

World travelers who were present at
the Celebration declared that the exhibits
were of so high a character and were so
ably presented by the stewards and the
hundreds of lecturers as to make it pos-

- sible for one to obtain a liberal education

in the religions and general customs of
the people in almost every part of the
world.

The managers of the Celebration felt
that this alone justified the expenditure
of a million dollars for the production of
the Celebration’s features. 1t will now be
much easier to talk missions to Metho-
dists.

In a most interesting fashion the prob-
lems of American life were presented.
A New York East Side street was shown
and an attempt was made to vivify the
every-day life of the tenement dwellers.

A great deal of attention was given to
the industrial problem, not only in the
exhibits but in the life plays and demon-
strations, of which there were scores in
the various buildings.

For example, the Bolsheviki and the
professional labor agitators called a
“strike” of “workingmen,” and in the
mass-meetings which they held an op-
portunity was given to present the other
side of the question in open forum dis-
cussions.

This was one of the most effective
parts of the programme presented at the
Celebration. The influence of the cen-
tenary upon thousands of workers who
took part in many ways was invaluable,
and this also would have justified the
expenditure of the great sum required to
put on the Celebration.

The five hundred college men and-:
women who spent a month serving as-

stewards got a new idea of what the

~ work of the Church actnally means—to

say nothing about the thousands of other
workers who were not college students.

The Church has learned as never
before the value of publicity in pushing
its work. No other single enterprise of
the Protestant Church in all of its his-
tory obtained as much publicity as did
the Centenary Celebration. High-grade
‘“ graphies 7 dealing with the great prob-
lems and work of the Church were
widely used. A supplement to the “ Ohio
State Journal” was issued daily deal-
ing exclusively with the Celebration and
its programme. Very carefully edited
and selected literature was widely dis-
tributed. :

Never again will a religious body en-
gage in a great campaign without secur-
mg the co-operation of the newspapers
and other periodicals. Money was also
spent for newspaper advertising, to say
nothing about immense posters which
were freely used throughout the State.

It must not be imagined that this
Centenary Celebration was merely a glori-
fied camp-meeting or an old-fashioned
missionary concert. There were enough
of these elements to satisfy the most
devout Christian, for the devotional and
evangelistic meetings weve given great
prominence; but the Celebration was
prineipally educational in character.

There were twenty-four great days,
every one a feature day, with men of
National and in many cases international
prominence speaking to immense audi-
ences,

The Minute Men who took so splendid
a part in the raising of the Methodist
millions helped to make Minute Men
Day a great success by their fine enthu-
siasm, .

On July 1—the day that the country
went dry—the big guns of prohibition
held a field day the like of which has
never been seen.

Most of the great denominational
bodies sent their executives to the Cele-
bration to study it with the view of utiliz-
ing in their own work such features as
could be adapted totheir own programmes,
and it is altogether likely that the Inter-
church World Movement, which will soon
launch what will probably be the great-
est campaign in the history of the Church,
will conduct a somewhat similar enter-
prise on its own aecount.

The Director-General of the Centenary
Celebration was S. Earl Taylor, whe is
also at the head of the Interchwich
‘World Movement.



