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THE CHILD AND THE
MOVIE
[0 maT is it you don’t like about

the movies?”’ I asked my neigh-
bor’s thirteen-year-old lad, who had just
finished saying that he didn’t care for
the things they were showing at the local
picture house. “Why, it’s this way,” he
began. “The little children can’t read
the headings fast enough to make head
or tail out of them, and so do not under-
stand what it is all about; then the
serial pictures are too exciting—many
of the kids go home and dream about
the episodes at night; and those old
foolish love stories!” Omne could read
the disgust on his face. “They never

show us the things we would really.

like.”

“Oh, mountain climbing, stories of
adventure, funny pictures that make the
children laugh, fairy stories. But not
fairy stories like ‘Jack and the Bean-
stalk,’ ” he hastened to add. “Mother
took us to see that, and I eclosed my
eyes during part of it.”

Here is the opinion of an average
American boy of thirteen whose taste
has not vet been ruined by the lurid
realism of the movies and who has a
definite idea as to what he wants. A
great deal s being said and written on
the subject of motion pictures, and some
there are who contend that the children
want just the things_ that are being
shown at the movie theaters; that they
want exciting serial stories, love stories,
the vulgar comedies, and. so on. No
greater injustice could be done our
American kiddies than this gross mis-
representation of the truth. An inter-
esting experiment for those wishing
a spontaneous expression from the chil-
dren on the subject of motion pictures
would be to perch themselves outside
of a public school, say, at the noon re-
cess, when the children are joyously
piling out of the school, and as they
run by you halt one or two of them and
ply them with a couple of questions on
the subject. Before you are through a
crowd of kids will have congregated on
the scene, and you will be astounded by
ihe revelations of the mental processes
going on in the minds of these young-
sters.

Tt is said. that over thirteen million
people—men, women, and children—at-
tend the motion-picture houses daily,
and over two million dollars are col-
Tected daily in box-office receipts. ‘What
do these thirteen million souls see on
the “silver sheet” each day? If a
statistical record could be made of the
nature of the pictures shown, it would
andoubtedly reveal the fact that the
pulk of. the filmed stories are mothing
more nor less than the adventures of
the Diamond Dicks and Jesse Jameses
of twenty - years ago, ‘vitalized and
visualized for vastly larger audiences
than ever could have been reached by
the paper-covered detective and wild
West stories of those days.

There isn’t a motion-picture house
where a mother can safely take her

THE OUTLOOK
children at random, or even when a sup-
posedly good children’s picture has been
advertised, without risking the danger
of having some impossible, foolish, hair-
raising picture thrown in.

And are the pictures that are often
advertised as being good for the chil-
dren always dependable? How many
people have gone to see a classie, with
happy memories of the book and author,
and found, to their sad disappointment,
immortal scenes and situations dese-
crated and mutilated beyond recogni-
tion! How many mothers have sorely
regretted taking their jmpressionable

eight and ten year olds to see Robert -

Louis Stevenson’s “Treasure Island”! A
similar experience was in store for
those mothers who hopefully trotted
their youngsters over to the theater to
see “Jack and the Beanstalk.” A child’s
sense of justice may be satisfied at hav-
ing the giant’s head cut off, but the
effect of visualizing this on the screen
proves quite disastrous to its mental
equilibrium.

How many times, mothers, have you
found yourselves sitting in a motion-
picture house, with your youngsters be-
side you, absolutely ashamed of being
there—unable to give your child a sat-
isfactory explanation of what the pie-
ture was 2ll about? You and Dad
wouldn’t talk of these things in the
presence of your children—would you?
You want your children to grow up with
wholesome concepts of life. You want
them to have faith in simple, every-day
values. You face the problems of sex
tremulously. You yearn to instill your
children with a reverence for sacred
relationships. As they grow older, you

become ever more anxious to guard your -

boys and girls from the pitfalls that
surround adolescents.

The evils are so apparent to all that
argument on the question seems almost
unnecessary. What is the solution?

For the child there is an immediate
golution. There is one fundamental,
important change that can’ and should
be worked out at once. It is the recom-
mendation contained in the report of the

- gpecial committee of the New York

Gtate Conference of Mayors, adopted by
that Conference at Albany, on Febru-
ary 24, 1920. “Qpecial performances,”
says the report, “for children and
young people are the only permanent
solution of & community motion-picture
problem.”

Through the efforts of various groups

in the community (with the co-opera-

tion of the local motion-picture house
where possible) special, carefully se-
lected programmes for chiidren should
be arranged. This is not an idle dream.
It is practical and can be worked out
at once. It needs but the combined
efforts of parents, teachers, and all
public-gpirited citizens to  get together
and work out a plan whereby the chil-
dren. of the community, rich and poor
alike, may be provided with a clean,
wholesome, artistic, and joyous form of
visual entertainment. )

Dorotiy C. Fox. |
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Tools of Industry

In industry, art, science, in
factin all kinds of work, good
vesults require good imple-
ments kept in good condition,

If the right sort of imple-
ment is important to an in-
dividual workman, efficient
tools for industry and com-~
merce are a vital necessity to
the nation.

Telephone service is one
of the tools of American in-
dustry and commerce in most
common use and upon which
much depends. The Amer-
ican public cannot afford to
let this tool get dull.-

To provide over twelve
million subscribers with tele-
phone connection; to trans-
mit the vibrations of the
human voice thirty million
times a day and from any
point to any other point
throughout the land, de-
mands an expensive mechan-
ism of the highest order of
scientific precision, and an
efficient organization.

It is the aim of the Bell
Telephone System, with the
cooperation of the public, to
be the most dependable tool
of American industry.

*BELL/SYSTEM"

toward Better Service

AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY
AND ASSQCIATED COMPANIES .

One Policy, One System, Universal Service, and all directed

BY SUBSCRIPTION $5.00 A YEAR. Single copies
15 cents each. For foreign subscription to countries

| in the Postal Union, $6.56.

Addvress all communications to

THE OUTLOOK COMPANY
381 Fourth Avenue New York City
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The dealer offers with pride

WHITING-ADAMS
BRUSHES

¢ helpers for his prosperity:.

‘ é@ They always have been his best sellers
They

have sati

sfied brush

Send for IMustrated Literature

JOHN L.WHITING-). J. ADAMS CO.,Boston,U.S.A.

Brush Manufacturers for:Over 112 Years and the Largest in the Worid

users for over a century |



FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT

The Financial Department is prepared to furnish information regarding standard investment securities, but cannot
undertake to advise the purchase of any specific security. It will give to inquirers facts of record or information
resulting from expert investigation, and a nominal charge of one dollar per inquiry will be made for this special service.

All letters of inquiry should be addressed to THE OuTLOOK FinanciAL DEPARTMENT, 881 Fourth Avenue, New York.

SALES

TAXES

BY HUGH SATTERLEE

OF THE NEW YORK BAR

of taxation, namely, import taxes or customs duties, the
income tax, and indirect or excise taxes.

For several years the Federal Government will probably need
to spend in the neighborhood of $4,000,000,000 annually. The
problem is how to levy the taxes available to Congress so as to
raise the required amount, whether it be this or some other
" estimate, with a maximum of certainty, equality, and simplicity.
‘With the Republican party in power the tariff is sure of full

CONGRESS, as a practical matter, is limited to three forms

utilization.. But there is a point, soon reached, beyond whic
high rates prevent importation and produce no revenue. It is
safe guess that customs duties can be relied upon for not muc
more than $400,000,000.

For 1920 the income tax and the excess profits tax, whic
is an income tax, alone produced $4,000,000,000, but the est
mate of their yield for the next year or so, even if continue
at the same rates, promises less than $2,000,000,000. Moreovel
with substantial unanimity the country demands that the exces
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NEW YORK - Straus Building

Far-Seeing Investors

SHOSE who look into the future are the successful
4| investors. They judge securities by their record and
by the safeguards which protect them. Far-seeing
investors demand that the securities they buy must be
so thoroughly protected as to be safe in bad times as well as good.

Such investors find their severest demands are met in Straus Bonds,
For thirty-nine years—a period covering two wars and four financial
panics—their record has justified our statement that they are safe.
For thirty-nine years principal and interest on these first mortgage
bonds have been paid in cash when due, without loss, without delay.

" If you wish genuinely safe investments, you should investigate
the Straus Plan and Straus Bonds. Our Plan has made possible
this thirty-nine year record of safety. Our booklet, “Common
Sense in Investing Money”, gives full information. Write for
it today, with our Current List of offerings. Ask for

BOOKLET 1-1105

S W.STRAUS & CO.

INCORPORATED-
Established 1882

= |

CHICAGO - Straus Building

OFFICES IN FIFTEEN PRINCIPAL CITIES

Thirty-nine years without loss to any ‘investor»
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