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nique tha t sometimes seems to lose all 
meter—these ai-e the marks of Yeats's 
later work. The glow of poetry is on 
them, however; we always feel t ha t 
Yeats has much to say and tha t he says 
it in a manne r peculiar t o himself and 
dist inguished. 

It i s from the hand of such a work­
man as th i s t ha t "Four Plays for 
Dancers" - comes, a book t h a t will br ing 
the u tmost , delight to the reader . Jus t 
as the wave of Yeats 's inspira t ion 
seemed to falter, to be coming slowly to 
a hal t upon the high, sandy beach of 
t ime, comes th is new wave, mount ing in 
i ts splendor and foaming over the l imits 
tha t capricious cri t icism had set. F i r s t 
of all, it should be noted tha t the four 
plays in th is beautifully fashioned and 
i l lustrated book—"At the Hawk ' s Well," 
"The Only Jealousy of Emer , " "The 
Dreaming of the Bones," and "Cal­
vary"—were occasioned by a,n intellec­
tua l urge. The great Interest of Yeats 
in the thea ter has never lessened since 
those early days when he was instru­
menta l in forming the small beginnings 
of the Abbey Thea te r group. He has 
always been an intel l igent, and some­
t imes inspired, exper imenter and inno­
vator. I t was to be expected tha t when 
he came across some excellent t ransla­
t ions of the Japanese Noh d ramas , 
probably Ez ra Pound 's a r r angement s of 
Ernes t Fenellosa 's t rans la t ions and 
notes, t h a t the idea of adapt ing the 
form to I r i sh and other subjects should 
appeal to him. There is a spir i t in the 
Japanese Noh d rama tha t mus t be close 
to the brooding mind of Yeats. Quite 
often these plays dramat ized an at­
mosphere more t h a n an au thent ic plot 
action. 

These Japanese d r amas (Noh mean­
ing "performance") are of almost re­
ligious signiiicance. There is a faint 
s imi lar i ty in the i r construct ion to the 
Greek drama. The subjects t rea ted a re 
generally religious or legendary, and 
quite often the act ion is concerned with 
t he resul t s of th ings , and not wi th the 
th ings themselves. Thus long after a 
charac ter may be dead the action of the 
Noh d r a m a may immorta l ize t he place 
where he died by a s ta tely action, ac­
companied by music, giving the after­
math of the charac ter ' s Influence on life. 
Supernatura l charac te rs sometimes are 
introduced. Always the re is grave 
dancing and singing and the characters 
all wear elaborately carved masks which 
express the roles. 

Yeats has t aken th is form and 
changed i t somewhat. For instance, he 
has introduced th ree music ians in each 
of his four plays who explain the action. 
They do not wear masks . I t is impos-
sibre to a t tempt any descriptions of the 
plots of these in teres t ing experiments , 
for the plots are mere ut i l i t ies . I t is 
the remarkable a tmosphere of each play 
in i ts ent i re ty tha t makes each effort a 
dist inguished composition. They a re 
compact with poetry, suffused with a 

s t range, trance-like magic that renders 
these figures charac ters out of t ime. 
Tliey move and speak, not like liuman 
beings, but as solemn bits of that my.s-
ter ious l i turgy called life. In "The 
Dreaming of the Bones" we find the 
F i r s t Musician set t ing the mood with 
th is song: 

Why docs my heart beat so? 
Did not a shadow pass? 
It pas.sed but a moment ago. 
Who can have trod in the grass? 
Wha t rogue is night-wandering? 
Have not old writers said 
That dizzy dreams can spring' 
Prom- the dry bones of the dead? 
And many a night it seems 
That all the valley fills 
With those fantastic dream.s. 
They overflow the hills, 
So pas.sionate is a .shade, 
Dike wine that fills lo the top 
'A gray-green cup. of jade, 
Or maybe an agate cup. 

And what an echo of the old Yeats of 
the ninet ies is to bp found in these lines, 
taken from thP-same play: 

These crazy fingers play 
A wandering-airy music; 
Our luck is withered away, 
And wheat in the wheat-ear withered. 
And the wind blows it away. 

Yet except for occasional flares tha t 
old Yeats has vanished. "Four Plays 
for Dancers" is a book tha t suggests 
liim. If ever Noh plays shadowed forth 
the spiri t of places, these four dramas 
shadow forth the spir i t of the place 
where the young Yeats once found his 
dreams. He has come out of tha t cloud-
pale land of mys tery where Niamh once 
cried: 

Away, come away: 
Empty your heart of its mortal 

dreara. 

The wistfulness of mor ta l i ty is in the 
hear t of Yeats now. He is growing old, 
and the fact is apparent in his poetry, 
though never th rough a lessening of 
inspirat ion. I t is in a changed at t i tude. 
He s tands in si lhouette agains t the 
Celtic twil ight l i s ten 'ng as "the years 
like great black oxen t read the world." 
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2 Four Plays tor Dancers, By William Butler 
Teats. The Macmillan Company, Ne\y York. $2. 

FICTION 
GKEAT PKmCB SHAN (THE). By E. Phillips 

Oppenheim. Little, Brown & Co.,. Boston. 
,$2. 

This t ime the "prince of p lo ts" puts the 
scene of his s tory forward to 1934. This 
cleverly makes i t possible to have the 
in ternat ional plot t ing and counter-plot­
t ing a t which he is so adept relate to 
the "next war." Russia, Germany, and 
the Eas t almost resolve to conquer 
western Europe, but desist because the 
wisest and most powerful man in the 
world. P r ince Shan of China, con­
vinces himself by a visit to England 
(now supine, pacifist, and helpless) t ha t 
the resul t would be an easy conquest 
but a fatal error for the world's future. 
As a story the book is one of the au­
thor ' s best; and behind the story there 
a re suggestions for serious thought . 

GREENSEA ISLAND. By Victor Bridges. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, New York. $1.90. 

A capital tale of love, mystery, and 
villainy. All the Incidents center around 
a charming island to which a bluff 
young ship's mate falls hei r by an un­
cle's death only to And himself heir also 
to plots of revenge aroused by his evil 
uncle's misdeeds. 

WRONG MR. RIGHT (THE). By Berta Paick. 
Dodd, Mead & Co., New Y'ork. $1.7.'>. 

Lively and amusing. The kaleido­
scopic misunders tandings all grow out 
of t he invention by the heroine of an 
imaginary young -man, r ich and benevo­
lent, who is credited with doing for poor 
and proud ladies all the nice th ings tha t 
she does herself. 

ESSAYS AND CEITICISM 
CINFINISHED RAINBOWS, AND OTHER 

ESSAYS. By George Wood Anderson. The 
Abingdon Press, New York. ,$1.2.̂ . 

These are sermons, not essays; that is, 
they a re wr i t ten not to enter tain, nor to 

instruct , but to persuade. They a re not 
didactic in form, but are didactic in 
spirit . A moral purpose pervades them. 
The t i t les of the essays—"Unfinished 
Rainbows," "Gather ing Sunsets ," "Be­
yond the Cur ta ins of Clouds"—indicate 
the i r l i t e ra ry quality. I t would not be 
unjust to t e rm them prose poems. They 
are not always self-expressive. They are 
too deliberate, pe rhaps too artificial, to 
be t he highest poetry. But they are 
short, undogmatic, and m a y well serve 
the purpose of sermons to readers who 
a re shut out from church services or 
fail to get from the pulpi t the inspira­
t ion which they need. 

TRAVEL AND DESCRIPTION 
OUR HAW"An[. .By Charmian Kittredge London 

(Mrs. Jack London). New and Revised 
Edition. The Macmillan Company, New 
York. $3. 

This revised edit ion of a popular book 
is full of t he a tmosphere of the South 
Seas and of enthusias t ic appreciat ion of 
Hawai i . Charmian London always 
wri tes with rhapsodical love of her sub­
ject, and th i s book will ent rance those 
who admire a corresponding style of 
descriptive writing. 

WILD BUSH TRIBES OF TROPICAL AFRICA. 
By G. Cyril Claridge. 'illustrated. The 
.1. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 

Here is a sympathet ic s tudy of the na­
t ives of West Central Africa, keen in i t s 
insight, detailed in i ts description, and 
frank In i t s s ta tements . The data col­
lected regard ing the "souls of black 
folk" in the Congo region a re amazing in 
amount , var ie ty , and minuteness . The 
story of the t r ea tmen t of the natives by 
the Por tuguese is one of the most tragic 
In the annals of Negro oppression by 
conscienceless t r ade r s—but ha rd ly more 
revolt ing than the stories of the nat ives ' 
barbar i ty in dealing with theif- own peo­
ple. 
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HEBBEBT S. GoBMAN lias been asso­
ciated with newspapers in Spring­

field, Boston, and New York. He is now 
contributing assistant to the New York 
"Times" Magazine and Booli Review 
Section. He has published poems and 
critical essays in many of the leading 
magazines. 

NEWTON FuESSLE Contributes- an arti­
cle on the controversy that- is rag­

ing between the Amateur Athletic Union 
and various other athletic organizations. 
The article is based on an interview 
with General Palmer E. Pierce, who is 
President of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association. Mr. Fuessle's arti­
cle brings the controversy before the 
public for the first time. 

ALINE KiLMEK is the widow of the late 
Joyce Kilmer, who was killed in 

action in the World War. Mrs. Kilmer 
IS the author of "Vigils" and "Candles 
that Burn." She has previously con­
tributed to The Outlook. 

MYBTLE and GoBDON LAW, of Spring­
field, Massachusetts, give in an 

article entitled "Gandhi In Jail" an ac­
count of an hour spent with the great 
Indian Nationalist. 

E DWABD K N E E L A N D P A B K I N S O N IS a 

lover of outdoors. He has spent a 
number of years in the country raising 
grain, hay, fruit, and live stock, and is 
a frequent contributor to outdoor maga­
zines. He was at one time on the staff 
of the "Country Gentleman" and for 
four years with the New York "Evening 
Post" as writer of the "Amateur Coun­
tryman" column. He is the author of 
two books, "A Guide to the Country 
Home" and "The Practical Country 
Gentleman." 

E i-MKE T. PETERSON is associate editor 
of the Wichita "Beacon," of which 

Governor H. J. Allen is publisher and 
editor-in-chief. He has been closely 
associated with Governor Allen in the 
study of industrial auestions, and was 
present at all the important events hav­
ing to do with the Industrial Court. Mr. 
Peterson was formerly on the repor-
torial-editorial staff of the Kansas City 
"Star," and previous to that editor of a 
Kansas weekly, the Cimarron "Jaclc-
Bonian." He was born on a farm near 
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The Red Gods 
bee/ton you West 

'T*HE snowy mountain peaks, the forest trails, the skyland 
lakes, the delightful resorts, are calling you—forget the world 

of hum-drum for a while—get back to nature in America's West. 
The Burlington will take you anywhere West—to Colorado, 

the National Parks, Utah, the Pacific Northwest, and California. , 
And always you will find true hospitality, courteous service, 

and home-like comfort on the convenient, dependable Burlington. 

Vacation costs are down 
Your vacation money 
this year will buy 
much more. Now is 
the time for a real 
vacation—in the Land 
you will never Forget. 

The National Park Line 

SEND FOR FREE BOOK 
Read about the region that 
interests you. For more 
than one book send 6 cents 
for postage. 

P. S. EUSTIS 
Pass. Traffic Manager 

G. B. & Q. R. R., Chicago, 111. 
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