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trary, it is a religion that, for the pro-
tection of the weak and the service of
all, first creates and then harnesses
power. It does not seem to us by chance
that Christian influence seems to have
introduced power into the public life of
China.

THAT GOOD OLD
GULF STREAM!

uUMors seem to have been circulated
R all over the world that some evil-
disposed corporations have laid hands
upon the Gulf Stream, have been utiliz-
ing it to their own advantage, and have
thereby put the world in a parlous con-
dition. Happily, the fact seems to be
that the good old Gulf Stream is- still
carrying on and is benefiting commerce
and climate in the most benignant man-
ner. The whole thing is an amusing
illustration of the way in which a scien-
tific hypothesis may be twisted into a
note of alarm and terror. An eminent
French scientist, Professor Berget, who
js the Director of the Bureau of Ocean-
ography in Paris, seems to have dis-
cussed the possible results that might
come if the Gulf Stream were turned
from its course, say, by compleiing “the
railway that goes to sea” all the way
from Florida to Cuba—than which noth-
ing is less likely. Thereupon the news-
paper sensationalists and headliners
represented Professor Berget as declar-
ing that terrible evils were about to be-
fall the world because of what already
had been done in Florida; Scotland, we
believe, was to become a country of
Polar ice; England was to have its tem-
perature drop to forty degrees below
zero, and it was to become impossible
to grow crops in western Europe.

Our American scientfsts, and espe-
cially the officials- of the United States
Weather Bureau, immediately came to
the defense of the Gulf Stream, and
Hurope is now safe. They declared that
nothing had been done or was likely to
be done which would shift the Gulf
Stream, and that even if it were thrown
out of its present channel it was more
than doubtful whether the effect on
HEurope's weather would be what had
been predicted. All sorts of other scien-
tists and practical men came to the res-
cue also to show that nothing whatever
had been done to call for alarm or sensa-
tion.

Finally, an amusing aspect of the dis-
cussion cropped up when it was asserted
that the whole excitement had arisen
from the efforts. of various Florida
boomers to show that their particular
towns had the very best conceivable
climate in the world because the Gulf
Stream had very kindly moved over in
their ‘direction. Thereupon the whole
discussion resolved itself into an inter-
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esting but highly academic inquiry as
to what might happen perhaps a few
hundred centuries from now if the Gulf
Stream should suddenly and unexpect-
edly move westward. In that case, say
the learned men, it might be that a large
part of Europe would become another
“Siberian anticyclonic zone.” Professor
Berget sensibly remarks as to this,
“Why be frightened by possibilities that
are never likely to be transformed into
probabilities?” But this of course was
not headlined by the sensationalists.

FOR BETTER RACE RELATIONS

N extensive report has been made by

the Commission on Race Relations
appointed by former Governor Lowden,
of Illinois, to study the history and
meaning of the race riot which took
place in Chicago in 1919. As a result a
formidable volume of 650 pages has been
printed for the Commission by the Uni-
versity of Chicago Press.

If this volume dealt solely with the
Chicago riots it might be of limited
value, but it contains a large amount of
matter bearing on the race question the
country over. It should prove of high
importance as material for study of the
question anywhere in America. The rec-
ommendations made, former Governor
Lowden declares, will, if acted upon,
make a repetition of the tragedy of 1919
impossible. He particularly calls atten-
tion to the recommendation that perma-
nent local commissions on race relations
be created. As a proof of the value of
this, he can well point to the work of the
Chicago Commission. Its appointment
was the Governor’s first act after the
riots and while the danger of recurrence
was imminent. From the date of the
appointment, confidence was restored
and conditions rapidly improved. The
Commission "was composed of carefully
selected representatives of both races;

‘they worked without friction and agreed

substantially on facts and on recommen-
dations.

One interesting fact was that the minj-
mum of friction between the races ex-
isted in Chicago in just that part of the
city in which colored people have lived
longest and.in the largest numbers. It
was the floating population of Negroes
seeking work and the less intelligent
white workers who thought that they
might be driven out by a flood of Negro
labor that were behind the ill feeling.
Thus, when regrettable and causeless in-
cidents occurred, the hatred behind
the incidents led to the outbreak of
savagery.

The sequence of events in this Chicago
riot is typical of the way in which such
bloodthirsty affairs spring up suddenly
and as suddenly run wild. A white

‘saloon-keeper died of heari trouble, but
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some reckless reporter wrote that he had
been killed by a Negro; that night white
toughs fired on a group of Negroes;
similar incidents followed, until not long
before the riot two colored men were
shot down absolutely without cause or
Teason except race hatred, and, so the
Commission reports, policemen who saw
the murders refused to make arrests.
So hate and violence increased until one
Sunday at a lake-front beach a young
Negro, who had swum pushing a log be-
fore him over into the section of water
supposed by an invisible line to be re-
served for whites only, was stoned, let
go his log, and was drowned. This was
the event that started the reign of ter-
ror, and within a few days there were
38 deaths (15 of whites and 23 of Ne-
groes) and 537 people were injured, In
time order was restored, but too late to
save lives of innocent people or homes
from destruction.

It was perfectly evident to everybody
that the work was, as the Governor said,
the work of the worst element of both
races. So the Governor's Commission
set to work to study the question thor-
oughly and impartially. No fewer than
fifty-nine recommendations are made,
ranging from large questions, such as
the causes of all race antagonism and
racial intolerance, down to the sugges-
tions that the word Negro should be
spelled with a capital “N” and the word
“nigger” should be avoided as a needless
provocative. The recommendations are
notable for their specific form and are
addressed specifically in groups. to all
the municipal boards, to municipal and
State officials, to the courts, and to the
public at large. We commend this study
of a troublesome and serious question to
all who wish to see the relations of the
white and colored races improved.

THE COMING
ELECTION

T will be somewhat difficult to dis-
I entangle from the results of the
coming election on November 7 the
settlement of any National issue. Most
of the elections of Senators, Representa-
tives in Congress, and Governors will he

determined to a large extent by local

and personal conditions. There are,
however, two important National ques-
tions upon which the vote will throw at
least some light—the question of prohi-
bition, and the question as to whether
the country is on the whole satisfled
with the general course of the present
Administration in Washington.

It may be get down as an almost in-
variable political law that mid-Adminis-
tration elections are usually unfavora-
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ble. All Presidents are apt to fall short
of what is expected of them during their
first year and a half of office. Every
time the party of opposition returns to
power its adherents expect its Presiden-
tial nominee to bring about a political
millennium. This was so when Mr, Wil-
son was elected; it will prove to be so
in the case of Mr. Harding, and espe-
cially because he was elected by such an
overwhelming and unprecedented ma-
jority. “We may therefore fully expect
to find partisan Democratic papers on
November 8 pointing ount that Mr. Har-
ding and all his ways and works have
been repudiated; and equally we may
find partisan Republican papers proving
how astonishing it is that so many
Democrats who voted for him in 1920
have stayed by him. We do not think

that mid-Administration elections are

very significant thermometers regarding
the political temperature produced by
Presidential policies. The real test in
this respect will come two years from
now.

More decisive conclusions may be
drawn from the vote on the prohibition
question. In Ohio there will be a popu-
lar referendum on the modification of
the State ligquor law by raising the legal
aleoholic content of beverages. The
“Wets” thus propose -to relieve .State
officers from any responsibility in the
enforcement of the Volstead Act. If the

proposal is carried, it can have no other

effect than registering the sentiment of
the majority of the people of Ohio upon
the Prohibition Amendment and the
Volstead Law; for Federal officers will
still possess the same authority that
they possessed before. As a means, how-
ever, of registering public opinion the
proposal has been shrewdly drawn by
those who wish to modify or wealken the
Prohibition Amendment, and the result
will be. significant. In New Jersey the
issue is very clear cut. Senator Freling-
huysen is running for re-election as an
avowed supporter of the Prohibition
Amendment and the Volstead Enforce-
ment Act; Governor Edwards is running
against him for the Senatorship in
avowed opposition to prohibition in all
its phases. If Senator Frelinghuysen
should win, it would be reasonable to
make the deduction that the sentiment

on the Atlantic seaboard is favorable to,

prohibition: In California Mr. Richard-
son is running for the Governorship as
a “Dry” candidate, and while his cam-
paign turns to some extent upon ques-
tions of taxation and economy, if he
. should be elected it would be a distinct
triumph for prohibition sentiment. In
Nebraska Senator Hitchcock, the Demo-
cratic nominee to succeed himself in the
United States Sénate, has come out

- tions.
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openly as favoring prohibition, although
he has heretofore been counted among
the “Wets.” It is said that Mr. Bryan
is now supporting him, while in the past
he has opposed him because of their
differences on the liquor question. We
look upon these various tests of prohibi-
tion sentiment with sorme concern. Now
that the Amendment is a part of the
Constitution it should be given a fair
trial, and it cannot be givén a fair triatl
with some of the country half-heartedly
wet and some of the country half-heart-
edly dry.

In New York State the chief and per-
haps the only contest of National inter-
est is that between Governor Miller, the
Republican nominee, and ex-Governor
“A1” Smith, the Democratic nominee.
Governor Miller has never made a spe-
cial feature of his views on prohibition,
but ex-Governor Smith is avowedly for
“light wines and beer.” The contest is,
however, really between an extraordi-
narily magnetic personality, on the one
hand, and a candidate who makes his
appeal not through personal popularity,
but through the highest standards of
efﬁciencyr in political administration. If
Governor Miller wins, it will be because
the voters of New York have resisted
the temptation to vote for the candidate
whom they thoroughly like, in spite of
his association with Tammany Hall, in
order to place again in the Governor’s
chair a man who has shown as scrupu-
lous honesty and as high standards of
efficiency as perhaps have ever been dis-
played at Albany.

The Middle West, as Mr. Davenport’s
articles and some of the political corre-
spondence elsewhere in this issue have
pointed out, is seething with dissatisfac-
tion about more economie and social
conditions than can be catalogued and
tabulated. In Wisconsin Senator La
Follette and his organization are appeal-
ing to all those who for one reason or
another dislike certain American tradi-
Unfortunately, pro-Germanism in
the worst sense of that word still flour-
ishes in this country. In Jowa the can-
didacy of Colonel Brookhart for the
Sengtorship is the result of dissatisfac-
tion of the farmers of the Middle West,
who feel that everybody but themselves
has had political consideration in the
economi¢ readjustment following the
war.

In spite of the confusion of issues, we
are inclined to think that the candidates
and the platforms and the policies of the
coming election are on the whole better,
both morally and intellectually, than
they might easily have been in such a
period of complete disorganization as the
world finds itself in at the present mo-
ment.

1 November

LLOYD GEORGE IN
ECLIPSE

S no man can live whelly unto
A himself, so no nation can change
. its government, or even its poli-
cies foreign or domestic, without affect-
ing other mnations. In one sense,
whether Great Britain chooses to dis-
place Lloyd George from the head of the
British Government is no concern of
ours. Certainly Americans have no
right to ask the British people to con-
sider their wishes in the matter. And
yet decisions affecting the interests of
America as well as of France, Russia,
Italy, and Germany, the peoples of the
Balkans, the Near East, and even pos-
sibly nations on the other side of the
globe, will be affected by the fact that
the man who came into power in Britain
when Britain was fighting with but a
fraction of her strength, turned the re-
sources of the Empire over to the cause
of ‘victory, guided the mnation not only
through a military triumph but through
a diplomatic triumph even more notable,
virtually banished the Irish question as
a plague of English politics and as an
American bugbear, and diverted into
normal channels of protest revolutionary
sentiment that was making the labor
problem an international one, has now
been dismissed. In another sense,
therefore, the change in the British
Government is very much our concern,
We are not responsible for it. We can
do nothing about it. But we shall be
undoubtedly affected by it.

Though the cause of Lloyd George’s
retirement as Prime Minister was
chiefly, if not wholly, one of domestic
politics, its effect will nowhere be felt
more deﬁnitely“than in Britain’s foreign
affairs.

On the wisdom of the change from the
British point of view American com-
ment is not likely to be helpful. In the
nrst place, it is not likely to be ade-
quately informed; an ignorant comment
is likely to be irritating even to those
whom it favors. Even English comment
ig not altogether clarifying. It is not
by any means certain that the English
people themselves understand what has
been done or why it has been done.
Some of the old-time distinctions be-
tween Liberals and Conservatives have
been obhliterated by the effects of the war
and by the subsequent, if not wholly
consequent, social and economic changes
in England. Now that the Coalition has
broken up; the old Libera! party seems
still feeble, while a Government con-
ducted, as Bonar Law’s Government
seems to be, by those whe used to be
recognized as the governing class seems
somewhat incongruous at a time when



