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The pretensions of the Turks cannot be
tolerated.”

THE EARTHQUAKE
CATASTROPHE IN CHILE

T is impossible at this writing to esti-

mate with any degree of accuracy the
number of fatalities from the earthquake
of November 11 in Chile. Probably a
thousand perished, and the fatalities
may be largely in excess of that number.
The disaster affected a great stretch
near the coast; much, if not most, of the
damage was inflicted by a tremendous
wave which followed a subsidence or
break beneath the bottom of the sea; so

that, first, enormous quantities of water

sank through the erevices, and, secondly,
its withdrawal caused an inrush of the
ocean. The towns of Coguimbo, Copiapo,
and Valenar were seriously damaged
and the last was practically destroyed.

Numerous small places and country dis--

tricts were devastated; the length of the
territory damaged is put at about 1,200
miles. :

Earthguakes are no novelty in Chile.
As long ago as 1853 the town of Concep-
cion was destroyed by an earthquake
quite similar to that now recorded, and
the whole couniry along the coast has
often suffered from smaller disasters of
this kind.

CAUSE AND HISTORY
OF EARTHQUAKES

OF all convulsions of nature an earth-
quake is undoubtedly the most ter-
rifying, both because of the vastness and
mystery of the overwhelming power
which produces it and because man can
neither escape from it nor protect him-
self against it, The ancients, as modern
_barbarians do, ascribed earthquakes to
the malevolence of demons or to the
anger of outraged gods. All unusual
and gigantic phenomena of nature, they
thought, were produced by supernatural
causes. Thus Herodotus, whose history
is one of the great classics of all litera-
ture, in two passages mentions eclipses
as prodigies or portents of the gods, in
both cases unfavorable to the Greeks
and foreshadowing their destruetion.
Science, however, made earlier and
more rapid progress in astronomy than
in seismology, a term of very old Greek
derivation employed by geologists to de-
fine the very modern study of earth-
quakes. For, while the Greeks aund
Egyptians knew something about the
cause of eclipses before the Christian
Era, it is only within a few decades
that an attempt has been made to
formulate the causes of earthquakes.
Even now a good deal 'of explanation
of earthquake phenomena is hypotheti-
cal. In general, however, it may be
said that scientific investigators be-
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lieve that earthquakes are caused in
two ways—either by the explosive press-
ure of volcanic gases in the molten in-
terior of the earth or by the slipping or
displacement of gigantic strata of rock
under the earth’s surface. In the one
case the earthquake is a_monstrous ex-
plosion, in the other a monstrous land-
slide. ‘

In most recorded cases the landslide
or explosion has taken place near the
sea or under its bed, so that it has been
accompanied by a violent and death-
dealing tidal wave. The earthquake that
destroyed Lisbon in 17565 was followed
by a tidal wave which swept the shores

‘of Portugal and drowned or dashed to

death thousands of human beings. Alto-
gether 40,000 lives were lost in that dis-
asfer. Messina was shdken by an earth-
quake in 1783 and again in 1908, and
on the latter occasion a great tidal wave

‘wrought much of the destruction which

resulted in the death of 60,000 persons.
The recent Chilean earthquake and tidal
wave, while terrible and sad enough, are
not comparable in magnitude to the
Portuguese and Italian disasters, nor
probably, in loss of life, to two great
earthquakes which have stricken India
during the last twenty-five years. It is
not surprising that there were times
when the Hebrew poet thought man to
be a puny thing in the midst of the in-
caleulable forces of mnature: “What is

man, that thou art mindful of him? and -

the son of man, that thou visitest him?
. . . Thou hast made the earth to trem-
ble; thou hast broken it.
breaches thereof; for it shaketh. .
He looketh on the earth, and it trem-
bleth; he toucheth the hills, and they
smoke!”

ANSWER TO THE ROLL CALL

HE sixth annual Roll Call of the Red

Cross is now under way and will
continue until Thanksgiving Day. Once
a year the Red Cross appeals to the
American public to join in its work. The
Roll Call is just what the name indi-
cates; a call to members to renew their
membership and to those not members
to find out what the Red Cross is and
does and then become members. This is
not a “drive” in the usual meaning of
an attempt to raise contributions and
donations; no doubt the National Red
Cross welcomes at any time of the year
new memberships and special contribu-
tions, but its sole direct appeal to the
public is to join in membership.

We do not know what the exact figures
of membership are at present. A year
ago there were about six million mem-
bers—a much larger membership than
had existed before the war.

As probably most of our readers know,
the membership fees, amounting to sev-
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eral million dollars, go directly for re-
lief purposes; the beautiful National
Red Cross building in Washington was
paid for from special contributions made
for that purpose; the National officers,
or most of them, either serve without
i)ay or are paid from special contribu-
tions made outside thé membership fees;
thus membership fees paid by individ-
uals go intact to carry out the work of
the association.

WHAT THE RED CROSS DOES

HAT is that work, now that the war

has long since been ended? This is
a question sometimes asked, and easily
answered. The watchword of the Red
Cross is “Always Ready.” One big part
of its work is to be ready for emergen-
cies. When such disasters happen as
those at San Francisco and Galveston
and Tulsa, and now Smyrna, relief and
help cannot be improvised in a minute.
This is just what the Red Cross is for;
to have funds, railway trains, nurses;
doctors, medical supplies, food, tents,
ready to send with speed fo any place
where the need is great.

The greatest emergency this century
has seen was the emergency of the Great
‘War. What the Red Cross did need not
now be recapitulated. Ii can be told
only in terms of many millions of money
and of arduous and unpaid service of
many thousands of men and women.

Since the war the Red Cross has

‘rendered services of vast magnitude in

devastated countries and regions; nor is
its work in this direction to be confined
to the ravages of the past. President
Harding, who is the President of the
American Red Cross, in announcing the
present Roll Call, points out that a fear-
ful emergency exists abroad at this mo-
ment. In the Near East, he says, “the
lives of millions of unfortunate people
even now depend and must continue for
a long time to depend on the untiring
liberality of more favored communities.”
The relief that is to come from this
country must be rendered, as President
almost entirely
through co-operation between the Red
Cross, the Near East Relief, and some
smaller agencies. It is understood that
the Red Cross expects to spend for the
Near East at least five million dollars.
It could not spend it now if it did not
have it now; it would not have it now
if it had not been for the membership
fees of last year. On the day we go to
press the American Red Cross has cabled
to Red Cross chapters in Chile offering
aid to sufferers from the earthquake.
One other among many activities of
the Red Cross may be mentioned,
the aid it renders to the
returned American soldier. Colonel
Forbes, the Director of the Veterans’
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Bureau, speaking for the ex-service man,
says: ‘“Whether it be a matter of call-

ing the Bureau's attention to an unre-

warded -claim, or an ill man needing
hospitalization, or "of tiding the sick
veteran over the time which must elapse
before Government aid can be offered,
the Red Cross is always on the job with
expert service and the necessary goods.”
These-are only the larger divisions of
the humane work of the American Red
Cross. Its public health activities, its
encouragement of sound sanitary sys-
tems, its education in first aid, its train-
ing of nurses,; its work in the schools,
are less outstanding, -but-combined are
extremely valuable. -
We join with President Harding in
urging Americans io renew their alle-
giance to the Red Cross “in the interests
of our common humanity and of the ser-
‘vice which we owe to our fellow-men.”

THE ELECTION AS
A SCHOOL

Midnight, October 22, 1780.

Franklin. Eh! oh! eh! What nave
I done to merit these cruel sufferings?

Gout. Many things: you have ate
and drunk too freely and too much
indulged those legs of yours in their
indolence.

Franklin. Who is it that accuses
me?

Gout. It is 1, even I, the Gout.

Franklin. What? My enemy In.
person? .

Gout. No, not your enemy.

ENJAMIN FRANKLIN, whose pa-
B per in the form of a dialogue
between himself and the gout thus
begins, was wise enough to learn the

uses of adversity. What the gout was-

to Franklin failure can be made to be
to any one. It can be made to serve
as a physician, a teacher, a good friend.

Fools encounter defeat or censure, and
become angry.

The timid encounter defeat or censure,
and become discouraged.

The wise encounter defeat or censure,
and learn from it.

Whether the elections on November 7
were a victory for the Democratic party
is disputed; but it is universally recog-
nized that those elections were a defeat
for the Republican party. There is rea-
son for doubt whether the people by
their votes were eager to register their

-approval _of the Democratic party; but
there is no doubt that they registered
censure for the Republican party.

By our laws the Republican party, in
spite of the adverse vote, will remain
in power in the National Administration
for over two years to come; and will
"even continue in control of Congress by
the present overwhelming majority until
next March, and by a narrower margin
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for two years thereafter. It is therefore
of great concern to the Nation whether
the rebuke administered at the polls will
cause the Republiean leaders to he an-
gry, or discouraged, or willing to learn.

1f experience of the past is any guide
for the future, it is certain that some
Republican leaders will have learned
nothing. When in 1910 the people be-
gan to show dissatisfaction with the
conduct of the Government, Republican
leaders in power paid little attention;
and when the revolt came they proved
their incapacity for authority by a
course-which was guided by anger and
resentment. Again in 1916 Republican
leaders had a great opportunity of profit-
ing by their lesson, but this time, to
their undoing, they were guided by
timidity. We hope for the sake of the
country that such leaders will not prove
to be in control of the dominant party
now. We hope that those who are in

" position of authority in the party will

repress whatever anger they are inclined
fo and overcome whatever timidity they
are tempted by, and will regard. this
election as a school.

If they do, they will find defeat a good
teacher.

Defeat can teach them a lesson in
leadership. A self-governing people like
the Americans do not like bosses, but
they demand leaders. They do not wish

to be ordered about and told what to ‘do;"

but they are ready to follow a man who:
understands their needs, has the insight
to read their thoughts and interpret
them aright, has the knowledge of the
past to enable him to avoid pitfalls, has
faith in the country’s future, and has
the authority of character and mind to
direct the forces of government in car-
rying out the people’s will. It is a mis-
take to believe that the people of Amer-
ica do not want leaders. It is a mistake
to believe that the people are afraid to
have those in positions of executive
responsibility exercise authority. No
two men in American history form a
more striking contrast than Roosevelt
and Wilson, but they both were willing
to lead, and each found that the people
were willing to follow him as long as
they believed he represented their will
and purpose. To-day there is a wide-
spread feeling that the Administration
has been reluctant to lead. In particu-
lar, it is felt that the President, out of
a sincere and unselfish desire to promote
the spirit of co-operation, has been too
willing to forego opportunities for shap-
ing legislation, for forming and guiding
public opinion, and for controlling
through executive authority such dis-
turbances as the coal and railway
strikes, There is a feeling also that
within Congress itself there is lack of
intelligent, public-spirited, courageous
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leadership. The people have common
sense enough to know that the legisla-
tive and the executive machinery cannot
run without direction. They want in
charge of that machinery engineers who
are willing to accept responsibility and
exercise the corresponding authority,
Defeat can also teach Republican
leaders a lesson in political appoint-
ments. Americans as a rule recognize
the need of political organization. In-
deed, they are among the most conserv:ia
tive people in the world in their loyalty
to. organized parties. During the pasi
generation, however, they have been be-
coming more and more distrustful of

. party politics and party - politicians.

They are more sensitive than they were
to appointments made for purely party
reasons. They demand in every appoint-
ment at least the apparent justification
of public service instead of party re-
ward. They may not always be right in
their judgment as to the men most fitted
for public positions. They are willing
to roll up a large vote for a man like
Charles Steinmetz for the position of .
State Engineer in New York because,
perhaps without syﬂicient reason, they
believe that a man who has gained a
great reputation as an inventor and as
a scientist would be a good administra-
tor of a public office that has to do with
engineering; and they do this although
Mr. Steinmetz had no place on either of
the great party tickets. They believe
that the appointment of Mr. Daugherty
to the 'position of Attorney-General was
not because he was the greatest lawyer

-available but -because he was a powerful

agent of the party in the State. They
believe that the appointment of Mr.
Reily to Porto Rico was not because he
was the fittest man that could be found
for the difficult task of colonial adminis-
trator, but because it was convenient to
find some berth for a man who had*
rendered political service. ‘They ought
perhaps to remember that the former
Administration made a worse appoint-
ment to Santo Domingo, and that the
present Administration has chosen for
Governor of the Philippines the greatest
colonial administrator in history; but it
ought not to be altogether distasteful to
Republicans that the people should ex-
pect better things of this Administration
than the worst of the preceding one, or
that they should consider it natural that
the high standard adopted in the Philip-
pines should bhe applied to Porto Rico
and elsewhere. That there is widespread
dissatisfaction with the appointment of
Dr. Sawyer as the Administration’s
chief spokesman concerning public
health and public welfare is obvious,
and it is no less pronounced because that
appointment is attributed to personal
rather than political causes.. More and



