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SEPTEMBER 6, 1922 
INTERCHANGEABLE MILEAGE 
AND BUSINESS 

HOW will the business of the coun
try be stimulated; how will t-he 
revenues of the railways be af

fected; and what percentage of Increase 
will there be in travel by rail, as a re
sult of the bill signed by President Har
ding a few days ago, directing the Inter-
State Commerce Commission, after 
notice and hearing, to require railAvays 
to issue interchangeable mileage books 
or scrip coupon tickets? 

These are t-he interesting questions 
wh'icli are raised in connection with this 
bill, urged by the commercial travelers' 
associations as a means of getting more 
salesmen out on the road, thereby help
ing to improve business conditions gen
erally. The Inter-State Commerce Com
mission, which is directed by the bill to 
fix "just and reasonable rates" to be 
charged for such interciiangeable mile
age, as well as to mate other regula
tions governing its issuance and use, 
will hold hearings on the subject the 
latter part of next month, having set 
September 26 for this purpose. 

While the railways did not make any 
strong opposition to the passag.e of the 
bill, they are known to, be doubtful as 
to whether . there will be sufficiently 
increased percentage of travel to make 
up for the losses they will sustain 
through the reduction in rates which, it 
is expected, will be granted to pur
chasers of the Interchangeable mileage, 
and which was the real object sought In 
the bill. 

The rate which has been suggested 
tentatively for these books is 2.5 cents 
a mile, as against the present basic 
rate on most of the railways of the 
country of 3.6 cents a mile. It has been 
estimated by railway officials that they 
will have to increase their passenger 
business by more than forty per cent in 
order to make up for the loss of revenue 
suffered through this rate reduction. 
The New England roads, a large per
centage of whose receipts is derived 
from their passenger traffic, would have 
to see a particularly large gain in this 
class of business in order to make up for 
the loss through reduced rates. In addi
tion, increased expenditures by the roads 
will be necessitated; and there seems to 
be much doubt as to whether the net 
revenues of the roads will be improved. 
The "narri^rg of the country have not 

• '^ ; ,; • ,. .,.# 

^F^^l^^f * ̂ k '-̂ V'il'' ̂ ^ 1 

WTi^^ W m 
I uffiiU'l i'H^ 
H ^IMJBMBUMH 
K JMPIP^^fliJB 

^r^&ii^^ 
• • • H H H S î ^ - -I^B 
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PRESIDENT HABDING SIOITING THE MILEAGE SCBIP BILL 
This bin authorizes interchangeahle mileage books lor use over the different railway systems 

been earning the dividend rate to which 
they were entitled under the Transpor
tation Act; and any measure which is 
likely still further to reduce their earn
ing capacity must be given most careful 
consideration before it is finally put into 
operation through direction of the Inter-
State Commerce Commission. 

The Commission, therefore, Is expected 
to go fully intp the question of the rate 
to be charged for the in"terchangeable 
mileage; whether it shall be transfer
able or non-transferable; what rules and 
regulations shall be required for the 
issuance and use of these tickets; and 
to what baggage privileges holders of 
such .tickets shall be entitled. 

As indicated by Commissioner Esch, 
of the Inter-State Commerce Commis
sion, when he appeared at the hearings 
held on the bill before the House Com
mittee on Inter-State and Foreign Coro--
merce, the Commission did not show 
Itself strongly in favor of this legisla
tion. He said they had hoped to find it 
possible to reduce fares and freight rates 
"in such a manner that all our people 
could enjoy the benefits of such reduc
tions." He declared that the reduction 
in fares to a special class, as the pur
chasers of Interchangeable mileage 
tickets would be, materially reducing 
the revenues of carriers, would make it 
more difficult to order a general reduc
tion in passenger fares which might be 

enjoyed by all of the people and not 
merely by those who by reason of finan
cial conditions or otherwise are able to 
invest a considerable sum o'f money at 
one time In railway fare. 

REMEMBER THE 
HERRIN MASSACRE! 

THE other day a Mexican paper ironi
cally proposed that Mexico should 

control the United States in the interest 
of humanity and law. One of the rea
sons adduced was the Herrin massacre. 
If Americans do not want to be consid
ered lawless by Mexicans, it behooves 
them to insist, and continue to insist, 
that the slaughter of twenty-three men 
in the Herrin mines last June should 
lead to the indictment and trial of its 
perpetrators. 

Every move in that direction is of 
public interest. The State of Illinois is 
not unaware of the ill fame attaching 
to this crime, and through its Attorney-
General, its State Chamber of Commerce, 
and its press is urging action. Through 
State effort a special Grand Jury has at 
last been Impaneled in Williamson 
County, and as an aid to non-partisan
ship In feeling neither miners nor opera
tors were Included in the panel. 

The circuit judge's charge to the 
Grand Jury, as summarized by a news
paper correspondent, was in part "a de
fense of this county and its law officers, 
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a challenge to critics everywhere, and 
an exposition of the law." 

It is to be hoped that this judge added 
a vigorous injunction to the Grand Jury 
to pursue murderers unflinchingly. 

THE KU KLUX AND POLITICS 

THERE has been much discussion as to 
the influence of the Ku Klux Klan 

In the political situation. Sensational
ists have been inclined to exaggerate it. 
In National matters it is practically nil; 
in the East and the Southeast it is negli
gible; in the West and Southwest it has 
had local effects in different ways, but 
has not acted consistently or for definite 
issues. 

An example of this was seen the other 
day in the announcement that in Texas 
Earle Mayfleld, "Ku Klux candidate," as 
the newspapers called him, had won in 
the "run off" primary for the United 
States Senatorship which followed the 
first primary, in which six candidates 
engaged. An examination of the facts 
shows that his Ku Klux support was 
only a minor matter. The Ku Klux can
didates for State offices made a poor 
showing and were defeated by large 
majorities. The prohibition issue was 
prominent in the State campaign. May-
field was "dry." His opponent, Fergu
son, was "moderately wet;" and the fact 
that when Governor he was impeached 
and removed from office told heavily 
against him. If the Texas primary 
sliowed anything, it was that Mayfleld 
was the stronger man personally, and 
that the prohibition sentiment is still 
strong in Texas. It is even intimated 
that the Democratic situation is so un
satisfactory in Texas that a good liberal 
Republican might have a chance. 

There have been some queer develop
ments in the Ku Klux Klan. Thus in 
GBorgia it has been alleged that Negroes 
•were being asked to join, and in New 
York it has been charged that the Negro 
"Moses," Marcus Garvey, had been ap
proached by the Klan. There are many 
indications that the Ku Klux is soon to 
pass away as a disturbing element. Yet 
nc<t many weeks ago newspaper accounts 
stated that "a crowd totaling nearly 
30,000 from Chicago and northern lUi-
ncis gathered to witness the initiation 
of nearly 3,000 new members into the 
secret council of the Ku Klux Klan. 
The ceremonies were performed, in an 
immense field three miles northwest of 
Springfield. Similar ceremonials, cele
brating the initiation of tens of thou
sands of new members, have taken place 
in other parts of the country." 

Oflicially the Ku Klux has promised 
not to wear its regalia in night raids 
and disclaims any intention of regulating 
supposed evil-doers by violence. As a 
terrorizing agency it is practically dead. 

But its attractiveness to the great class 
of "joiners" is strong, for it combines 
mystery and publicity uniquely; it is a 
"secret society" which, as the Chicago 
incident above quoted shows, thrives on 
flashlight photographs and press no
tices. 

A NAVY ON THE SCRAP HEAP 

THK "scrapping of navies" is a new 
industry in the world. In the past 

the business has been of the single-order 
variety; it has never been carried on In 
a wholesale manner. "The old order 
changeth," however, and now the break
ing up of battleships and cruisers and 
destroyers is to be performed on a grand 
scale. A beginning already has been 
made. 

While the naval treaty which was 
signed by the United States, Great Brit
ain, Prance, Italy, and Japan at the 
Washington Conference on the Limita
tion of Armaments has not yet been 
ratified by all the Powers signatory 
thereto, the United States already has 
sold two of the old battleships which 
were on the list of capital ships to be 
scrapped and is preparing to ask bids 
within the next sixty days on five other 
vessels of the same class. 

The two battleships which already 
have been sold are the Maine and the 
Missouri, with the exception of the Wis
consin, also on the junk pile in the yards 
of Henry A. Hitner's Sons, in Philadel
phia, the oldest vessels of the larger 
fighting class in the Navy; and it is 
stated that both of them would have 
been disposed of even if there had been 
no naval treaty. Nevertheless they are 
among the twenty-eight American bat
tleships listed for scrapping in the 

ART knows no class distinctions. 
No two men in civilized society 

could be farther apart in environ
ment and tradition than a New 
England farmer and a royal prince 
of Europe; and no two men could 
be more distantly removed from 
the stage type of artist with flow
ing tie and bohemian tastes. Yet 
John Lillie, farmer, of Dorset, 
Vermont, and Prince Eugen of 
Sweden have in common the love 
of art and the gift of creating 
beauty with paint and canvas. As 
a landscape painter each is among 
the most interesting and original 
of contemporary artists. Next 
week The Outlook will publish 
an article about John Lillie by 
Zephine Humphrey. Week after 
next The Outlook will publish an 
article about Prince Eugen by 
H. G. Leach. Each article will be 
illustrated with reproductions of 
the artist's paintings. 

treaty assented to by the five great naval 
Powers in Washington on February 1 
last. The five other battleships on that 
list which, it is announced, are to be put 
up for sale in the imme«iate^uture are 
the Georgia, Rhode I^RiM,'•-Nebraska, 
Virginia, and New Jersey, all of which 
have seen seventeen years of service. 
The Maine and the Missouri, of 12,500 
tons each, had been in the Navy for 
almost twenty years past. The Wiscon
sin, sold previous to the Armament Con
ference, had seen more than twenty-one 
years of service. 

In addition to the battleships, a large 
number of other vessels have been sold 
recently by the Navy, although not as a 
result of the naval treaty. Many of 
them were old and useless and would 
have been sold anyway, while others 
were disposed of because of the post-war 
paring down of the Navy and because of 
the necessity for economy. 

Most of the vessels recently sold by 
the Navy for scrapping have been bought 
and are now in the Delaware River 
yards of the Henry A. Hitner's Sons 
Company, in the northern suburbs of 
Philadelphia. This concern, the princi
pal one in the United States engaged in 
the business of navy scrapping, now has 
In its possession quite a formidable 
modern armada. It includes, in addition 
to the three battleships named, two 
cruisers, eleven torpedo-boat destroyers, 
four monitors, eight submarines, about 
one hundred and forty sub-chasers, sev
eral colliers, tugs, and mine planters. 

In all, it is a fleet with a tonnage of 
approximately 125,000. As navies go 
nowadays, this doomed navy is perhaps 
not large, but there are important na
tions with navies much smaller in ton
nage. At the beginning of the European 
War the smallest of the Great Power 
navies was that of Italy, which was 
of 285,460 tonnage, not much more 
than twice the tonnage of the "Hitner 
Fleet." 

The great part of navy scrapping, not 
only for the United States, but for the 
other nations signatory to the Five-
Power Treaty, still remains to be done; 
and when the full fleet of heavy-tonned 
capital ships which are to be discarded 
upon final ratification of the naval treaty 
are thrown upon the market this new
born industry of turning battleships 
wholesale into the crucible for peace
time purposes will receive a new impulse 
and make some of the short-lived navies 
thus formed formidable indeed. 

A PIONEER IN 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

IT is natural that public Interest in Dr. 
Stephen Smith should be centered In 

the fact that when he died the other 
day he was within a few months of com-
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