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high-souled lovers are a platitudinous 
pair of bores. 
CAPXAEST SHAPELY: A COMEDY OF LONDON 

TOWN AND THE OXFORD KOAD EST THE 
DAYS'OF QUEEN ANNE. By Harold Brig-
house. Robert M. McBride & Co., New 
York. $2. 

A good title, a captivating subject, a 
pretty picture on the book jacket, and 
within a tale of the Ods-bodikins school 
of fiction. 'Tis but passing good, stap 
my vitals! 

BIOGRAPHY 
ERASMUS: By.J. Huizinga. Charles Scribner's 

Sons, New York. $1.S0. 

The first volume of the "Great Hol
landers Series," edited by Edward W. 
Bok; translated from the Dutch by F. 
Hopman, of Leyden. Here and there the 
translation obviously halts. The author 
(Professor of History in the University 
of Leyden) has produced a scholarly, 
interesting, and on the whole just, piece 
of work, worthy of its subject, the chief 
ornament of Dutch letters. This writer 
inclines to think that Professor Huizinga 
is not sympathetic enough towards 
Erasmus's character. Gn the other hand, 
the observations on Erasmus's defects of 
genius, though they hit hard, are just. 
Yet aJl defects should be forgotten in 
gratitude for "The Praise of Folly" 
(Morice, Enconium), one of the most 
amusing books ever written. 

YOU TAKES YOCR CHOICE. By Clinton W. 
Gilbert. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York. 
$2.60. 

The author is one, presumably the 
chief, of the authors of "The Mirrors of 
Washington." 

The book consists of studies of the 
personalities of the six Presidential and 
Vice-Presidential candidates, followed 
by slight but spmetimes illuminating 
sketches of certain members of the Cool-
idge and Davis "circles," the Republican 
and Democratic National Chairmen, and 
others. 

The best of the studies, in this writer's 
opinion, is that of Mr, Coolidge. It 
is witty, penetrating, and convincing; 
a brilliant example of effect achieved by 
the method of contrast. Mr. Gilbert 
quotes with approval some one's descrip
tion of the young Coolidge: "Like the 
singed cat, he is better than he looks." 
He exhausts the witty possibilities of the 
"singed cat" resemblance (internal, more 
than exiternal, so to speak), thereby 
arousing wonder and admiration for 
those extraordinary qualities of character 
which have brought Mr. Coolidge 
through, despite disabilities so tragic (so 
singe-ular, one might say). This essay 
has enough value in itself to "swing" the 
book. 

Mr. Gilbert bestows on John W. Davis 
every sort of praise except that going to 
his suitability for President. He says 
that Mr. Davis "stood for nothing in 
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FREE 1924 ATLAS 
With Maps of New Europe 

To the readers of The Outlook who take advantage of this offer 
now made in connection with 

Webster's Nei^ 
International Dictionary 

The Only Grand Prize 
(Highest Award) given to Dictionaries at the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition was 
granted to Webster's New International and 

the Merriam Series for superiority of 
educational merit. 

Words of Recent Interest 
rotogravure, Flag Day, vitamin, overhead, 
fourth dimension, skidfin, Fascista, realtor, 
soviet, Blue Cross, camp-fijre girl, Esthonia, 
Devil Dog, broadcast. These are but a few 
from the thousands of late words—all clearly 

defined in this Great Work. 

"The Supreme Authority" 

I!i£ Merriam Webster— 
A C o m p l e t e R e f e r e n c e l i i b r a r y i n D i c t i o n a r y F o r m — w i t h nearly 3,000 pages and type 
matter equiTaleiit to a 1 5 - v o l u m e E n c y c l o p e d i a , a l l i n a s i n g l e v o l u m e . India-Paper Edition 
in Rich, Full Red Leather or Government Test Tan Buckram Binding, also Regular Edition in strong 
Red Fabrikoid can now be secured by readers of The Outlook on the following remarkably easy terms. 

THE ENTIRE WORK (WITH COMPLETE 1924 ATLAS) 

f | k DELIVERED for $1.00 
T V B ^ ^ ^ '* ' ' ^ ^ ^ monthly payments thereafter (in United States and Canada) 
/' •"••'' On SUPERIOR INDIA PAPER 

REDUCED ABOUT 
fr ' ONE - HALF 

in Thickness and Weight 

; tA 
India Paper Edition 

Printed on thin, opaque, strong, superior India 
Paper. It has an excellent printing surface, result-' 
ing in remarkably clear impressions of type and 
illustrations. What a satisfaction to own tlie new 
Merriam Webster in a form so light and so con
venient to use! This edition is only about one-
half the thickness and weight of the regular 
edition. Size 12% in. x 9% in. x 2%, in. Weight-
8*4 lbs. 

"To have this work in the home Is like 
sending tlie whole family to college." The 
only dictionary with tlie New Divided Page, 
characterized as "A Stroke of Genius." 

Regular Paper Edition 
Printed on strong book paper of tlie highest 
quality. Size 12% in. x 9% in. x 5% in. Weight 
UVs, lbs. 

B o t h Edit ions are printed from the same plates and indexed. 
Over 4 0 7 , 0 0 0 Vocabulary Terms, and in addition, 1 2 , 0 0 0 Biographica l Names, nearly 
3 3 , 0 0 0 Geographical Suhjects, besides thousands of other References. Nearly 3 , 0 0 0 
Pages . Over 6 , 0 0 0 Il lustrations. 

Is the 1924 "New Reference Atlas of the World," con
taining 148 pages with 96 pages of maps, beautifully 
printed in colors, including changes brought about by the 
Great War, New Census figures, Parcel-Post Guide, etc., 
all handsomely bound in red cloth. Size 9% x 1 2 ^ . 

THE 

To those who mail this coupon at once ! 

G. & C. Merr iam Co. Home omce, Dept. s Springf ield, Mass . 
Pttblishers of Genuine Webster Dictionaries for Over 75 Years 

Please send me free of all obligation or expense a copy of "Dictionary Wrinkles," containing an 
amusing "Test in Pronunciation" (with key) entitled "The Americanization of Carver"; also 
"125 Interesting Questions" with references to their answers, and striking "Facsimile Color-
Plate" of the new bindings. Please include specimen pages of India and Regular paper with 
terms of your free Atlas offer on Webster's New International Dictionary to The Outlook 
readers. Outlook 12-24 
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P L A Y S 
of 19234924 

And the Year Book of the 
Drama in America 

BURNS MANTLE 
WUk $Uvm aKrattivt 

pkttoiraphic 
Ulu$lrations 

F I F T H 
ANNUAL 
I S S U E 

At all Bookstore) 
$2.S0 net 

CHRISTMAS PARCEL of 12 
books and a year's subscrip

tion to Book Notes for $1.90. If 
you are tired of the periodical in 
which all our literary lights are 
put through their usual tricks, you 
will like Book Notes. The parcel 
contains the following titles printed 
in good clear type and bound in 
colored paper wrappers, size 5 x 7 : 

T H E D A R K F L E E C E i y Joseph Ser-

gesheimer 
A N A M A T E U R hy W. B. Maxwell 
T H E S P A N I S H JADE hy Maurice Hew-

LETT 
T H E D U E L ty Joseph Conrad 
T H E T O U C H S T O N E hy Edith Wharton 
N O R T H O F F I F T Y - T H R E E ty Bex Beach 

U N B D U C A T I N G M A R Y ty Kathleen 

Norris 
C A P T A I N W A R D L A W ' S K I T B A G S ?)2/ Bar-

old McGrath 
M A P E T T I N G I L L T A L K S T}y Harry Leon 

Wilson 
T H E B E A U T I F U L L A D Y ty Booth Tar-

kington 
W I N G S liy Gene Stratton Porter 
T H E GORGEOUS I S L B 'by Gertrude 

Atherton 

F i l l i n t h e f o r m b e l o w a n d s e n d t o 
E d w i n V a l e n t i n e Mitchel l^ 27 L e w i s 
S t r e e t , H a r t f o r d , C o n n e c t i c u t . 
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Cough-Colds 
IT IS not what we say, but what our 

patrons say of Vapo-Cresolene that 
conveys the stron gest evidence of its merits. 

" Used 
while 
you 

sleep" 

Our best advertising is from the unsolicited state
ments of those who have used Vapo-Cresolene. 
For coughs, colds, bronchitis, influenza, whoop
ing cough, spasmodic croup, asthma and catarrh. 

c^ 5j Send for our testimonial and 
descriptive booklet 31C. 

Sold by Druggists 

T H E V A P O - C R E S O L E N E C O . 
62 Cortlandl St., New York 

or Leeming-Miles Bldg., Montreal, Canada 

By WILLARD ALLEN COLCORD 
A New Gif t -Book for Ch i ld ren . ThriUiDg, 

entertaining, and Informative. Three iiundred 
TRUE stories about Animals, Birds, and Insects, 
delislitluUy told. Sixteen original full-page illus
trations ; 21 feature pages. Bound in red cloth, 
stamped in colors, with j ac t e t in colors. 

12mo. 462 pages . $1.75 n e t 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street 
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I particular" in the opinion of the Demo
cratic National Convention, "and had 
the added advantage of doing so in a 
most distinguished way." Whether or 
no Mr. Gilbert so intended, his essay 
gives the impression that he shares the 
opinion of the Convention. I t is not a 
convincing study. If written with mali
cious intent, it is a masterpiece; if not, 
it is a most unhappy performance. 

The portraits of the other candidates 
are interesting, though not equal to the 
best in "The Mirrors of Washington" 
nor to the Coolidge portrait. Except for 
the Davis essay, the book may be recom
mended as on the whole enlightening and 
useful. It is eminently readable. 

TRAVEL AND DESCRIPTION 

WITH STBFANSSON IN THE ARCTIC. By 
Harold Noice. Dodd, Mead & Co., New York. 
$2.50. 

In 191S the explorer Stefansson had 
been given up by the world as lost in the 
Arctic. An expedition was sent out in an 
endeavor to find and rescue him, and 
chance gave a twenty-year-old lad the 
rare opportunity to join it. Stefansson 
was found, and luck brought the lad a 
berth with the new expedition which 
Stefansson organized. He remained with 
the noted explorer during two years. 

This story is a full account of his ex
periences as a full-fledged Arctic ex
plorer. With Stefansson he explored 
some of the islands of that immense 
group which lies north of Canada and 
west of Greenland. Stefansson abhorred 
adventures. An adventure was a sign of 
weakness or of omission to provide 
against contingencies. Nevertheless the 
author appears to have had his share of 
adventure. The whole account is well 
written, shows a sense of humor, and ui-
cidentally is full of information. 

Noice, like his leader, found the "Arc
tic wastes" interesting in summer. At 
77° north latitude "wild flowers, like tiny 
sweet peas, blue and fank and purple, 
bloom along the brook close by. . . . 
White and yellow butterflies pursue 
them. Beetles and ants tumble in and 
out of the crevices. Because the sun 
shines all of the twenty-four hours, the 
sod is spattered with flowers, although 
the highest temperature registered was 
eight degrees above freezing." 

HISTORY AND POUTICAL ECONOMT 

FALL OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC (THE). By 
Hendrik Willem Van Loon. New Edition. 
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston. $5. 

It seems strange now that Mr. Van 
Loon was not "discovered" when, in 
1912, he issued this first of his historical 
volumes. So much of what has made his 
later works popular is already present, 
making the story of the downfall of the 
Dutch Republic far more interesting to 
read than most works of fiction. The 
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