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erly and amusingly; the political ebulli-
tion when Weaver and the Populists
raged is touched upon. The plot turns
upon an unusual provision in Iowa law
under which an illegitimate son might
inherit from an intestate father if the
father had in general talk admitted his
paternity. This gives the author oppor-
tunity to deal both realistically and
humorously with the lawyers and courts
of that time.

As to the characters, the reader re-
joices heartily in the re-entrance of Mr.
Quick’s old-timers—Jake Vandemark,
Magnus Thorkelson, Buck Gowdy (the
devilish but engaging villain), and Uncle
Surajah, poorhouse inventor and as great
an optimist as Colonel Sellers. Frankly,
'we take more interest in the old charac-
ters than in the new, and think that Mr.
Quick has been only moderately success-
ful in his purpose of making his Chris-
tina interesting as a type of the early
self-reliant, successful business woman.
She was all that, but what was once a
wonder is now commonplace; and we
don’t care a picayune for either of her
would-be lovers, or the crazy wife who
believes she is Empress of America and
tries to “execute” Christina. Yet, be it
added, the pleasurable part of the story
is far-more than enough to balance the
less engaging features. ‘

THE PURPLE SAPPHIRE. By John Taine. E.
P. Dutton & Co., New York, $2.

There is such a thing as overworking
the possibilities of invention and mys-
tery. The actors in this story penetrate
into the depths of the Himalayas, dis-
cover the remnant of a lost race which
once knew more about science than any
one now living, find out how immensely
big sapphires can be manufactured, and
return with a bag full of sapphires and
incidentally a lost English girl. We can
readily forgive the story for being im-
probable; but what we cannot forgive is
the author’s elephantine atterapts at
humor.

THE GOLDEN JOURNEY OF MR. PARADYNE.

By William J. Locke, Dodd, Mead & Co.,
$1.75.

Mr. Locke turns for a moment from
the construction of whimsical novels_to
give us a charming bit of imaginative
story-telling. Every one dreams from
time to time of escaping from the rut of

New York.

commonplace daily experience and wan-

dering foot-loose and free from care.
Mr. Paradyne actually does this, with
strange and pleasing results.
“actually does”—but the action does not
take place in a dream, neither does it
take place literally. Neither Mr. Para-
dyne nor the reader knows just how this
tired and bored London lawyer found
himself in the south of France in the

We say
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FAR OR NEAR

“I am going to visit in Siam and want to see
-something of the countries en route, going
by way of the Mediterranean. Please plan an
itinerary for me, taking in Egypt, the Holy
Land,and India, to cover two or three months.”

NSWERS to all inquiries — of which this is
typical—go out promptly from The Outlook’s
Hotel and Travel Bureau, and contain details of trans-
portation, give rates, recommend hotels, and suggest
excursions that are not usually known to tourists. The
Bureau is completely equipped to help in any travel

problem, whether it involves

(13

a passage to India’’

or a less difficult question, such as a tour of France.

Your foreign travel questions will be conscientiously
considered and promptly answered—simply state your
requirements and let us help you. There’s no charge.

Hotel and Travel Bureau

THE OUTLOOK

381 Fourth Avenue, New York City

possession of a caravan, but in some way

he ‘did; and he certainly enjoyed to the

full his strange experiences.

BEST BRITISH SHORT STORIES OF 1924
(THE). Edited by Edward J. O’'Brien and

John Cournos. Small, Maynard & Co., Bos-
ton. 2.50.

This is the third year for which the
editors have done for British short-story
writing what Mr. O’Brien alone has done
for this kind of American fiction. Natu-
rally most of these twenty-six stories will
be "unknown this side the Atlantic—
indeed, some of the writers’ names are
unfamiliar. Among the best known are
those of McFee, Maugham, Marshall,
Katherine Mansfield, and “E. M. Dela-
field.” An amusing, clever dialogue dis-
cussion on the Short Story, between the
Critical Reader and Mr. Cournos, makes
a capital Introduction.

MISCELLANEOUS

THE MANORS AND HISTORIC HOMES OF THE
HUDSON VALLEY. By Harold Donaldson
Eberlein. The J. B. Lippincott Company,
Philadelphia. §10.

Descriptions of such famous estates
as Livingstone Manor, Pelham Manor,
Cortlandt Manor, Scarsdale Manor, and
others. Handsome illustrations in pho-
togravure and doubletone from photo-
graphs. '
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Bylor Instrument Companies
ROCHESTER NY.

Canadian Plant. Tycos Bldg, Toronto
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BE COMFORTABLE-~

Wear the Brooks Appliance, the
modern scientific invention  which
ves rupture sufferers immediate re-
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BROOKS APPLIRNGE €0., 374A StateSt., Marshall, Mich,
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- Financial Department

The Financial Department is prepared to furnish information regarding standard investment securities, but cannot

undertake to advise the purchase of any specific security.

It will give to mqulrers facts of record or information

resulting from expert investigation, and a nominal charge of one dollar per inquiry will be made for this special service.
All Ietters of inquiry should be addressed to THE Ourt ook FinanciaL DeparTMENT, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York

Diversifying

By WILLIAM LEAVITT STODDARD

one and a simple one. “Don’t put all your eggs into

one basket, even if you watch that basket,” is its

essential meaning. In spite, however, of the general familiar-

ity of investors with this basic principle, there are certain
aspects of its application which are well worth examination.

I have before me the schedule of the stocks and bonds com-

r I YHE principle of diversification of investments is an old "

prising the estate of a thrifty investor, representing the accu-
mulations of a lifetime. There is a total par value in bonds
of about $16,000 and some 330 shares of stock. The bonds
are in 18 thousand-dollar pieces——five in electric light com-
panies, four railroads, three power companies, two.general
industrials, and the rest municipals and scattering. . Not more
than $1,500 is invested in any one company: the geographical
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Now 43 Years

WIiTH the New Year, we again revise our familiar
slogan, now “43 years without loss to any investor”.
These words mean much. They mean

~—Sound principles of lending faithfully adhered to;

~—Long experience, nationwide in scope, covering
the investigation of tens of thousands of loans in
scores of cities;

—Management, ownership, and policies unchanged
since the earliest days of our Company.

Our record and our experience are of the greatest value
to the investor, because they assure him of the most im-
portant factor in investment —safety. If you are building
up a competence, it will pay you to investigate the safe
investments we offer. Write today and ask for
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