ality, and he knows very well that many
of his readers will lick their lips over all
this description of luxurious life—and

A Cure

ECENT fiction is so full of “ruth-
R less revelations” and “pitiless
portrayals,” too often as pitiless

toward the reader’s sensibilities.as toward
any character depicted, that it needs all
the reassurance of Miss May Sinclair’s
unfailing art to counteract a certain mild
repulsion aroused by the use of both
those adjectives in announcing her new
novel, “A Cure of Souls.” Its.first pages
banish the last qualm. The atmosphere
of Queningford proves to be neither bleak
nor thunderous; steeped in its English
mellowness, the faults and weaknesses

of Canon Chamberlain = are revealed

minutely, intimately, surely, with cumu-
lative power and . effect, but never in
repellent starkness.

There are few surprises in the story,
few and simple events, not many charac-
ters. The piteous devotee, Miss Lam-
bert, given to piety and good works, un-
able to distinguish earthly emotion from
spiritual, innocently misunderstanding
her own tragedy to the last, is more fully
presented than any of the other women;
but the charming Daphne, the strenuous,
slangy, clear-sighted Hilda, the pleasant
Kitty, and the cozy Molly are all drawn
with brilliance and precision. So, too,
are the curates, set in bracing contrast
with theéir rector; both good men and
true, although one of them, whom an-
other than Canon Chamberlain might
have held within the fold of the Church,
he allows to slip outside it. The loss
does not really disturb him. Poor Jack-
son was as much too intense as young
Cartwright was boisterous and inclined
to stir things up; neither really suited
his ideal for Queningford. Serenity,
tranquillity, as little as might be of hustle
and bustle, clubs and classes, of intrusive
emotions, of the indecently intimate reve-
lation of souls—that would indeed be the
perfect parish of his dreams.

The hook is delightful.

Perhaps the spectacle it presents of a
clergyman who loves with equally sin-
cere affection espalier peaches, stained-
glass windows, deep armchairs, surrepti-
tious French novels, hot buttered scones,
gracious women, and conducting service
admirably in an ancient and architec-
turally admirable village church should
be, to a right-minded person, too de-
pressing and distressing for pure enjoy-

’;A—Cure of Souls. By May Sinclair.
The Macmillan Company, New York.
$2.50.
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over the sensuality of some of the scenes
as well. ]
R. D. TowNSEND.

of Souls’

ment. Perhaps it might be so if Miss
Sinclair had been a little less, or more,
ruthless; if she had endowed her rever-
end hero with some few fibers of moral
strength, some gleams of honest spiritual
aspiration; if she had shown him deteri-
orating gradually and painfully from
finer possibilities. Her portrait of Canon
Chamberlain is of a character achieved
—finished. He could never in his spoiled
boyhood have been more selfish; he
could never in a pampered old age be-
come less so; he is what he is so com-
pletely and inevitably that it seems natu-
ral to.accept his characteristics equably,
as one does the felinity of cats or the
piscatorial quality of fishes. His one
deep and genuine conviction is cat-like;
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it is of the supreme importance of being
comfortable; and -no goldfish, nosing
some inedible and perturbing object
dropped inadvertently into its bowl,
could glide away with a swifter and

_subtler turn of fin than the suave Canon

Chamberlain’s flexible mind displays in
eluding a disagreeable duty. There is
fascination in watching him do it.

That such a man should have it in his
power selfishly, carelessly, or incompe-
tently to mishandie souls and misdirect
lives is of course horrifying; that we feel;
that is made abundantly and tragically
clear; but the book remains delightful.
It is none the less so because, by a final
quirk of art which seems almost mis-
chievous, it is provided with a double
“happy ending.” Canon Chamberlain
marries a cherubic widow of large for-
tune and comfort-loving temperament

 just matching his own, which is certainly

happy for him; and his wise Molly per-
suades him to give up his living and re-
tire—which assuredly is - happy for
Queningford. ErHEL PARTON.

The New Books

BIOGRAPHY

GARRULITIES OF AN OCTOGENARIAN EDI-
TOR. By Henry Holt. Houghton Mifflin Com-~
pany, Boston.. §$4.

No more lively, amusing, impudent
book has been published this season. It
is autobiography and opinion, and the
author talks about everything on earth,
and nearly every prominent man of the
past fifty years in America. He tells all
about Yale, and what’s the matter with
it, and he speaks of the absolute neces-
sity of wearing an abdominal bandage if
vou summer on Mount Desert Island.
It is garrulous and good fun.
the professionally “young” writers sound
rather senile in comparison. Listen to
this: “In my day the girls went more
with their parents’ friends, and didn’t
smoke or swear or show their legs, or
ride cross-saddle dressed like boys. But
neither did they play tennis or golf, nor
row, nor go to college, nor have as natu-
ral figures or as good health as they have
now; nor did they earn their own living,
or know nearly as much as they now do
—-of both good and evil,”

SAYINGS OF QUEEN ELIZABETH (THE). By

Frederick Chamberlain. Dodd, Mead & Co.,
New York., $4.

A compilation of the sayings of the
great Queen, by the author of “The
Private Character of Queen Elizabeth.”
Here we have, briefly, what Elizabeth
said about the Church, about war, about
her rival, Mary, about other monarchs,
about her friends and foes, about mar-
riage in general and her own in particu-
lar. These brief dicta are classified by

Many of

subjects, and one has only to read a few
pages to get a fine picture of the high-
spirited, self-contradictory, lion-hearted
woman. What would one not give to
hear her scream out to the Dean of St.
Paul’s, when he wandered in his dis-
course: “Leave that alone! To your
text, Mr. Dean!” Or to hear her shout
to a councilor who had urged the dis-
missal of other councilors because of
their religion, “God’s death, villain, I will
have thy head!” Or to hear her burst
into a torrent of Latin, to rebuke impu-
dence from the Polish Ambassador, drive
him from her presence, and then turn
with a laugh to her Lords, and say that
she had been compelled to “scour up” her
old Latin. A fascinating book. '

MUSIC, PAINTING, AND OTHER ARTS

"ART IN OUR COUNTRY. Handbook. The Amer-

ican Federation of Arts, Washington.

An alphabetical list of cities and towns
of the United States, with a brief men-
tion of the works of art in each. It
ranges from the cities like Washington
and New York, with their dozens of
statues and great buildings, to small
towns which have, perhaps, one fine old
house. The book is not free from errors.

POETRY
PARSONS’ PLEASURE. By Christopher Morley.

The George H. Doran Company, New York.
$1.75.

Parsons’ Pleasure is a bathing pool at
Oxford, and its name is used by Mr.
Morley as the title for a book of poems.
The following poem is quoted, not only
for its technique, but for another rea-



194

LIPPINCOTT
BOOKS

INTIMATE. CHARACTER SKETCHES
OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

By HENRY B. RANKIN

With a Foreword by Ida Tarbell

To know Lincoin before he became great, to work
in his office, visit his home, exchange the gossip of
town and street—such was young Rankin’s envia-
ple privilege as law student in t1}e tamous_old
Herndon and Lincoln law firm. His recollections
strike the reader with a sense of startling inti-
macy. With photograpks never before pubh%}éegd

POISON MYSTERIES in History,
Romance, and Crime

By C. L §. THOMPSON, M.B.E.

Four hundred and six pages of mysiery, illustrated
with reproductions from famous paintings. From
¢over to cover the reader is held spell-bound in
romance and crime, In it are the plots for & hun-
dred dramas, the essence of a hundred mys.t‘eﬁy
stories. $3.50

MOVING PICTURES, How They Are
Made and Worked -
By FREDERICK A. TALBOT

New and Revised Edition. A veritgble encyclo-
pedia of the moving picture art—simple, lucid,
easily understood. Will increase anyone’s enjoy-
ment of the “movies” and introduce him to the
innermost secrets of the wizard’s silent dram$%. 50

LD

POPULAR FALLACIES
Explained and Corrected with Copious Reference to
Authorities. By A, S. E. ACKERMANN, B.Sc.

New and Greatly Enlarged Edition. ‘A war on
1,350 popular beliefs cutrrent in all flelds—histori-
cal, literary, scientific, religious. The result is a
fascinating volume fairly bristling with curious
information. Cloth, $6.00. Half Morocco, $7.50

DICTIONARY. OF PHRASE AND

FABLE
By E. COBHAM BREWER

Revised and Greatly Enlarged Edition. TFor fifty
vears it has been standard. ‘‘An exceptional work
as full of facts as an egg is full of meat.”— Frank

" H. Vizetelly, Liit.D. i
. Buckram, $6.00. . Half Morocco, $7.50

A NATURALIST AT THE POLES
By R. N. RUDMOSE BROWN, D.Sc.

The adventurous life, works and voyages of Dr.
W. 8. Bruce, the Polar Explorer, recounted, for the
first time, by a fellow scientist. 35 Iltustrations
and 3 maps. Octavo. $6.00

Recent Important Works

‘MY JOURNEY ROUND THE WORLD
By ALERED VISCOUNT NORTHCLIFFE

A remarkable diary of a remarkable man. It is
a complete revelation of the man, a human docu-
ment.” — New York Herald. “It- is a rare treat
to sce the far-away places of the world and their
peoples. through his unprejudiced mind and -alert.
intellect.”— Chicago Post. TFrontispiece of author
and map. - $4.00

A GUIDE FOR THE GREEDY: By a
‘Greedy Woman
By ELIZABETH PENNELL

A feast of good reading about zood eating. What
Walton’s “The Compleat Angler” is to the art of
fishing, ““A Guide for the Greedy” is to the excel-
lent art of cookery. $2.00

ALCOHOL AND PROHIBITION
In Their Relation to Civilization and the Art of Living
‘By VICTOR G. VECKI, M.D..

Facts, not opinions, on the most unseitling question
that hag ever harassed the Nation. $2.00

At All Bookstores

J.B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
Publishers — Philadelphia

e —————————

son. There are two kinds of obscurity
and mystery in poetry: one in which the
poet thinks he is mystical when he is
merely befuddled; and the other in
which the meaning is not absolutely clear
because the poem has some of that magic
which is the essence of true poetry. This
is of the second kind.
OF A PHANTOM

“It fell about the Martinmas,” as well’
as I remember it—
I think it was November; it was
after Hallowe’en—
And 1 sprang up from dreaming, and
in my midnight solitude
I found these words: they spoke
themselves, to say what I had
seer.

She came, so small and shivering: I
wondered what had frightened
her! i
I tightened her in circling arms, and,
oh, but she was chill—
She climbed at once to my embrace: I
felt her shaken, quivering.
I heard the loud November gust
that scoured the window sill.

Blown, lost and maddened in the
night—what gales had nearly
perished her?

I cherished her, and soothed her
close; I clasped her, flesh and
bone;

And with a father’s tenderness and no
emotion carnaller

1 keld the sorry little corp to warm
it at my own.

I saw her not, but somehow guessed
the darkened litile face of her—
The pitiful small grace of her, so
stricken and so wild;
Undisciplined and desperate, a swept
November flitterling—
So, in the bedstead of my arms, she
slept, a frightened child.

Such was my dream. I have no care
to set about debating it:
Translating it so often robs a dream
of half its charms.
I just happen to be thinking of a
lonely wet November
‘And a phantom of poor innocence-
that crept into my arms.

BESSAYS AND ORITICISM

CCLLECTED ESSAYS AND PAPERS OF
GEORGE SAINTSBURY (THE), 1875-1920.
E. P. Dutton & Co., New York. 3 vols. $12.50.

No critic is more respectable than Mr.
Saintsbury. These three volumes discuss
English literature from 1780 to 1860, the
authors of the Victorian period, and,
finally, include some miscellaneous essays
upon politics, cookery, and the historical
novel. They are all based on sound
scholarship; they are all sober, honest,
and often heavy. The author claims
that he is one of the two surviving
Tories; he seldom- speaks of the present
except with distaste.. For him the Amer-
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For January

THE BEST SHORT STORIES
OF 1923
Edited by Edward J. O'Brien

The ninth annual issue of the standard
book on the American Short Story.

THE BEST POEMS OF 1923
Edited by L. A, G. Strong

The first annual issue of this book which
should do for Poetry what Mr. O'Brien’s
book does for the Short Story.

THE ASTONISHING ADVEN-
TURES OF JANE SMITH

By Patricia Wentworth

A delightful love story interwoven with
intrigue and dangerous adventures with the
implacable “Inner Council’” of world de-
structionists.

A HOUSE FULL OF PEOPLE
By E. and M. Scharten-Antink

From garret to basement the ‘“house” is
rich in individualistic types portrayed with
consummate skill from.the concierge to the
little “‘amie” of Aristide, the young artist.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN—
DEMOCRAT
By Frank Ilsley Paradise

This book portrays Lincoln—strong, ambi-
tious, kindly—revealing both in heart and
mind the best qualities of democratic lead-
ership.

For February
BALLADS AND LYRICS

By Bliss Carman
With “Later Poems,” this new volume

forms practically the collected edition of
the poet’'s most significant works.

BAB BALLADS
By W. S. Gilbert .

The re-issue of this standard edition has
been made necessary by the continued de-
mand for a pocket edition of this classic.

FOR YOU AND ME
By Ambrose Elwell

A gift book, the third book to be printed
in this country in the rare “humanistic”
type, containing six pieces of beautiful
prose concerning those homely subjects on
which all men sometimes muse.

WONDER TALES OF
ANCIENT WALES
By Bernard Henderson and
Stephen Jones

Ly
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ALALILIL DAL DD UMDY

This book ‘is the Welsh spirit speaking
through iine English voice, unique in fresh-
ness of material and revresenting the sen-
timent and the color of the original Welsh
stories. - :

THE DEVIL WOLF
By Norma S. Schinke

A fArst novel containing a fine mystery
story revolving around the debonair Devil
Wolf who made the locality a place of
dread. -

THE MYSTERY OF
NORMAN’S COURT

By John Chancellor

This novel, winner of the thousand pound
prize offered by the Sphere, has absorbed
and baffled England as it will America.
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