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A roadside encampment in a National Park

Touring with Tent and Car

YROM the first of July till mid-
_September our motor car had
alternately hummed and stag-
gered across the varied topography of
seven thousand miles in half the States
in"the Union. An old friend rushed out
to the curb in returning greeting.

“Was it worth while?” he presently
a_sked
" “You bet it was!” we chimed in unison.

“What’s your main impression of 1t
all?”

" “The main impression,” I replied, “i
the astounding immensity of the United
States. It’s a great country—really
great. I never knew so before. I've
become quite mad about it. The beauty,
variety, and people.” '

Mind you, this isn’t the i impression of
a_visiting Englishman or Frenchman.
t’s ‘that of a native American, perhaps
of a"shghtly pessimistic turn of mind at
times, ‘who for nearly forty years ‘has
llved and traveled in a good many- dif-
ferent “parts of the United States ‘and
more ‘than a half-dozen times crossed ‘it
from coast to coast. Traveled a good bit
in ‘Europe, too. = Yet last summer, I
verily believe, was the first time that I
had ever received a truly comprehensrve
and at the same time intimate view of
the country at large. .

We traveled the entire seven thousand

miles by motor car, my vnfe and I; Con— '

By ELON JESSUP

Motor camping has become al-
most a universal American sport.
Another article dealing with
the motor camper and his
problems and delights will
appear in an early issue

necticut to Yellowstone Park, over into
Idaho, south to Utah, and then zigzagged
back to the starting-point. We cooked

- all our own meals, and not a single night

did we spend under a hotel roof. In
other words, we were motor campers,
automobummers, tin-can tourists, or
whatever title you care to apply to the
hosts ‘of migratory tent-winged motorists
who - each summer flit up, down, and
across the North American continent in
flights of varied length and duration.
To become intimately acquainted with
the land you inhabit a large-scale ac-
quaintance such as we acquired during
this tour is a most’enlightening and emi-
nently resultful experience. Not only
from the standpoint of fresh air and sun-
shine, variety and beauty of the land,
but also the privilege of being thrown
into close contact with the people who
inhabit the land. Camp-fire smoke has
the- gift of bringing people out of their
shells, of giving you a cross-section view
and feeling for humanity such as you can
get under few other circumstances.

1 was quite annoyed some time ago at
the unsympathetic attitude of an-edi-
torial writer who viewed with alarm, saw
something of a problem, -in this huge
army of khaki-clad motor campers that
creeps across forty-eight States headed
for the end of the hOI'lZO'Il. “Who are
these people?” he asked. “Where do
they get their money to live and travel?
‘What right have they to scamper around
the face of the earth, foot-loose, pleasure
bent, like irresponsible hoboes, neglecting
the wheels of progress? Why aren’t they
home at work?”

So ran the general tenor of my col-
league’s inquiry.

I think I can tell him who those people
are. I've sprawled before their camp-
fires a-great deal and come to know them
pretty well. In the majority of cases
they are you and I. They are the Ameri-
can people off on a vacation. As a rule,
they are seeing their country for the first
time, doing so for a comparatively small
amount of money, breathing a great deal
of fresh air, acquiring an intelligent in-
terest in their country, and developing
in this country for the first time a real
out-of-doors tradition.

These people come from every imagin-
able walk in life, and their worldly goods
range in value from little more than the
shirts on their backs to a million dellars.
They are college professors, mechanics,
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doctors, grocerymen,  and just about
everything else; as a rule, they have their
families with them My critical col-
league implies that the crook and grafter
are also present. Maybe so, but I have
never found any indications .of their
presence. And I have left my tent and
belongings unprotected all day long,
offering light-fingered gentry plenty. of
opportunity to ply their trade if they
were around.

Perhaps some motor campers are tak-
ing longer vacations than the wheels
of progress ordinarily countenance. But
if progress insists upon building its cities
topheavy it must expect something of a
reaction. As a matter of fact, a great
many motor campers are elderly. people
who have more than earned their vaca-
tions, saved money, and are in a position
to 1ead this gypsy life for as long a tlme
as suits their fancy.

There exists a popular theory that the
United States has long been a great out-
oi-doors nation, that we have outdoor
tradition, a desire to get out into the wild
spots of the earth for the pure joy of
breathing fresh air and getting close to
nature. This theory, I believe, is open
to a considerable amount of qualification.
A certain number of people have always
been interested in that sort of thing, ves;
but the majority, the great American
public, has never given much thought to
the'matter.

To-day the balance has’ ‘changed. We
are developing a real out-of-door tradi-
‘tion. To employ a good old platitude,
vast numbers of people are actually get-
‘ting back to nature. And the motor car
plays’ a mighty important role in this
change.:

Possession of a motor car is likely to
lead to the desire to go somewhere that
you haven’t been before, and the car, to-

gether with the development of good

roads, has supplied the requisite means of
getting there. We have found that by
pitching a tent each night and cooking
our own meals we can travel great dis-
tances by car for a comparatively small
amount of money; also be surprisingly
comfortable and receive greater insight
and more real value than in most other
methods of travel.

1 have heard it said that people who
are servants to an environment are not
nearly as happy as people who can make
the environment serve them. Perhaps
that ' explains why novelists who have
lived in the Middle West have some-
times written rather bitter things about
their former homes;, and also why my
wife and I when touring through this sec-
tion “found a gréat deal of beauty and
.midlmess there. They were servants to
environment, and we were not. We were
free agents who could stay as long as we

~liked; come and go as we pleased.- And
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. that, I think, is the keynote to the value. .
* of motor camping.
. But to come back to. this general exo-

dus with tent and car from city streets:
'to prairie and mountain highways, this

new out-of-doors tradition that has so
fast developed and is finding new con-
verts each year. Can it really be done?
Isit p0551b1e for a person who has never

“slept in the open during his or her life.

suddenly to. take to this migratory camp-
ing existence without being quite miser-
able? It is possible. The best proof of
this fact consists of its many thousands
of followers.

Having spent a good part of my life in
learning how to camp with some degree
of comfort, and realizing the experience
which this process ordinarily demands, I
am_ constantly impressed with the ease
with which people having no experience
take to motor camping. They make mis-
takes; sometimes they aren’t very com-
fortable at first and sometimes they
make their neighbors uncomfortable; but
on the whole they do astonishingly well,
and presently have the earmarks of be-
ing old-timers at the game.

As a matter of fact, it is possible in
motor camping to duplicate to a large
extent accepted standards of every-day
home comfort. The motor car offers ex-
ceptional facilities for carrying suitable
equipment, and as a rule one is in fairly
constant touch with fresh-food markets.
Therefore the motor camper who con-
sumes poor food, sleeps on an uncomfor-
table bed, or lives in a leaky shelter has
only his own lack of foresight to blame.

The average motor camper on leaving
home has the good sense to carry most of
his home standards of comfort with him.
After due process of “substitution and
elimination, he starts on the road with
a roomy, tight tent, comfortable bed,
good food, and proper facilities for cook-
ing and serving it. So far his home en-
vironment stands him in good stead. In
a number of other particulars it may
prove lacking, For example, has he
visualized such possibilities as mosqui-
toes, miry roads, hot days on the prai-
ries, cold nights in the mountains, and
the absence of water in the desert? And
hence the desirability, respectively, of
netting, tire chains, an ice-box, plenty of
blankets and water-bags. It is extremely
wise to visualize beforehand so far as
possible the camping environment in
which you are about to be thrown and
be prepared to meet it.

Efficient system in packing equipment;
that’s another point, and one which is
sometimes slighted. An unduly heavy
or'bulky'load is a good deal of a nui-
sance. " Hence the value of selecting
one’s equxpment with a view to its com-
pactness and packing capability. = This is

- a tolerably simiple matter, for mest camp- -
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MINNESOTA

“The Land of Sky Blue Waters”

- America’ s Finest Summer Recreationlaond”
Here nature hag created a summer
playground with surpassing natural
advaritages—to these are added man-
made c¢oemforts not the least of which
are’ over 1600 summer hotels  and
camps, ‘Matchless facilities for every

Csumnmer pastime. -
Many millions of dollars. have been

and are being spent by the:State on
good reads—broad highways through-
out the State lead to the famed *“Ten
Thousand Lakes!*

You are assured that no matter
what your means or taste you.will
find & hotel or stopping place to suit
your purse and requirements; you
can camp on the broad. highway if
you W1sh~a,nd thousands do-—thhout
payihg a penny to anybody. .

Minnesota bids you come. Get free
particulars first if you wish. ~Address,

Ten Thousand Lakes Association
1159 E. Sixth St.,, St. Paul, Minnesota _

There are

millions of

¥ fishin every

one_of the

“Ten.

Thou-

sand

Lakes’

Umbrella

) c‘l’eu:l——gn'
COMFORT (Pat. Pend.)

“QUTODOOR ?Auto Tents embody patentéd features found
nowhere else. Made of Hlﬁhest Quality, Close Count. spe-
cially woven drill ; absolutely water-proof, mildew-proof and
shadow-proof. Umbrella Tents bave sewed-in floor cloth ;
come with or withous cenbel pole s can be equipped with Cot
s Transom (Pat’d.)
m Combination Picnic Outfit
W Lunch in comfort on Lawn or in Camp.
Y Convertible into full double bed.
Table folds to carry outfit. Nothing
likeitanywhere. WRITE TO-DAY
for complete catalog of Tents and
Camp Equipment—sent FREE. fsk
about our Portable Canvas Lawn Cottages

United States Tent & Awning Co. 230 mi;ﬁ;:;%’,':":ﬂ

FIRST-AID KITS

Qur First-Aid Kits are essential for campers and pr: actical
for the home as well. Anrticies for cuts, ]E)ums, and minor
injuries, with complete directions as to use. We will send

one for$1 prepaid, or on approval NEW ENGLAND
SUPPLY CO., 534 M s Ave.,Boston, Mass.

A Summer- Home on Wheels

The Clare Auto Tour Traileris equipped
with comfortable beds, a 12x 14 ft, tent,
waterproof, space under tent in which
to cook and' eat meals; every conveni-
ence for comfort; 11ght and. rigid, trails
perfectly.

Trailers $78.00 and up

Write today for catalog and prices * -

' CLARE ‘MFG. CO., CLARE, “MICH,
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“Which of Canada's
Vacation Grounds
- isYours?

ANADA offers you many wonder-
ful vacation lands and tours. Count-
less lovely lakes and streams, great

! natural parks and woodlands; the magnifi-

i cent Canadian Rockies, with many of theit

© majestic, snow-capped peaks centering around
Jasper National Park—the largest park in
America; Great Lakes cruises, “Highlands
of Ontario”, Nipigon, Minaki, Ottawa,
Montteal, historic Quebec; and the mighty
St. Lawrence River; Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island—
all these offer a wide choice of distinctive
vacations. _

Camp life or modern resorts, whichever you
prefer (both at moderate rates) provide com-

* plete comfort and add to the pleasure of
your fishing, golf, canoeing, boating, swim-
ming and social recreations.

Take a “Canadian National” vacation this
year, Fares are surprisingly moderate. Write
‘out nearest office for Illustrated Booklets.

" Offices
Boston—333 Washington St.  New York—1270 Broadway,

Buffalo—11 So. Division St. or. 33rd St.
Chicago—108 W. Adams St. Philadeli»hx‘a-—:;ox Franklin
rust Bldg

Cincinnati—406 Traction 8
Pittsburgh—s505 Park Bldg.
Portland, Me.~Grand Trunk
Railway Station
Posrtland, Ore.—~120% Third
t

St. Louis — 305 Merchants
Laclede Bldg.

St, Paul—Cor. 4th and Jacke
son Sts.

SanFrancisco—689 Market

Bldg.
Cleveland—948 UnionTrust
Bldg.

Delroit—:25§ Griswold St.
Dtéluth—-43o West Superior
e, -

Kansas City—334-335 Rail-
way Exchange Bldg.
Los Angeles—-503 So.Spring

St.
Minneapolis— 518 Second

t.
Ave. South Seattle—goz Second Ave.

No passports required

CANADIAN
NATIONAL
RAILWAYS

CThe Largest Railway System
g in the World

ing equipment is especially designed from
this standpoint. ~That is, camp cooking
utensils, beds, chairs, and similar articles
are designed to occupy only a fraction as
much room when being transported as
they do when in actual use.

And when about to sally forth upon a
motor camping expedition it is advisable
to work out some definite system of
packing. The better the system, the
more comfortable you will be. The fol-
lowing fundamentals are suggested: com-
pactness in equipment, protection against
rain and dust, security in attachment to
the car, equitable distribution of its
weight on the car, and due regard for
the comfort of passengers. '

The night’s stand of the average motor
camper is the public camping-ground, an
institution which is almost universal in
Western towns and fast. becoming so in
the East. These camping-grounds vary
greatly in quality. Some are dismal, un-
attractive, and unsanitary spots, while
others are cheerful, clean, and attractive.
Criticism in the former case may be
aimed both at town authorities and care-

less campers. The truth of the matter is’

that motor camping has grown at such
a tremendous rate of speed that it has
outdistanced in some cases either facili-
ties or intelligence in its handling. T'd
say, however, that clean, attractive

The Outlook for

camping-grounds predeminate. If you
don’t like the appearance of one camp
site, you can travel on to the next.- -
The careless camper is an inevitable
adjunct to this new out-of-doors tradi-
tion which is being developed. Without
doubt, there are some campers who have
astoundingly poor manners, séem quite
devoid of consideration for their neigh-
bors and campers who will follow in
their trail, and seem utterly ignorant
of the first and last rule of out-of-doors
etiquette, which is: Leave a camp site
as clean as or cleaner than one has
found it. o : :
Yet I do not feel half as pessimistic
on this score as do some of my camping
friends. In the majority of cases the
rubbish-littered, grease-soaked camp site
is probably the result of thoughtlessness
and inadequate understanding of un-
familiar surroundings rather than down-
right willfulness. Good example is an
effective teacher. I have seen a camper
on his first two or three days out leave
behind littered camp sites, then slowly
realize that his neighbors didn’t do
that sort of thing, and thereafter his
own camp site became as spick and
span as those of the others. Which was
a wholly logical and, T think, usual step
in the development of an out-of-doors
tradition. ‘ ' :
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A Sonneteer and Others

A Review by ARTHUR GUITERMAN

MONG our unnumbered “archi-
A tects of airy rhyme” and jerry-
builders of free verse there is
none more genuinely and unaffectedly a
poet than David Morton, whose second
volume, “Harvest,”* again evinces the
almost flawléss taste and true ear for the
melodies of word and phrase that marked
his earlier collection, “Ships in Harbor.”
Mr. Morton seems definitely to have
chosen the English or Shakespearean
sonnet as his medium, developing it in a
manner distinctively his own; and his
“Harvest” is a harvest of forty-five
poems in this form, all so well wrought
that any one is worth quoting. Here is
the second in the collection, chosen be-
cause of its deeper feeling:

PRESENCE
One had been ill, and in his time of
* illness, -
One who was gone now many, many
days, c
Was with him in a dim and ghostly
stillness, :

Morton. -G. P. Putnam’s Sons, N. Y. -$1.75.

Was near him in her beautiful, grave
ways. :
They brought him water—cool, sweet
cups of healing, coae
And that was she—in comfort and
disguise; ‘
And so through all their mercies there
was stealing e
A tenderer mercy, watchful-eyed
and wise. - '

How should they know—who had no
way of knowing— '
That one behind the darkness and
the light, ‘
Bided always their coming and their
going, =
And kept with them the watches of
the night. . . . ;
That dear cool hands, grown piteous
~ and dim, N
Guided their hands, and blessed and
v tended him. .
In all these sonnets there is loveliness of

 thought and language and perfect clarity

of expression, together with those ‘over-

 tones and implications of what is left un-

THarvest: A Book of Sonnets. By David - said that are the very fragrance of poetry.

At this point the Devil’s Advocate,



