
The Book Table 
New Books for Children 

Reviews by LEONORE ST. JOHN POWER 

T ^ E Y tell of nothing but youth's 
appearance and youth's ad
venture"—thus Padraic Colum 

offers.his collection of stories'' from the 
Mabinogion, to the boys and girls of to
day. The sense of youth seen with 
youth's eyes, which is characteristic of 
these hero stories of Celtic Britain, is not 
achieved by clever analyses of the heroes' 
motives; it is not achieved by packing 
the narrative full of the author's opinions 
and devices; it is achieved rather by the 
narrator's utter absorption in making his 
audience see and feel the glorious hero or 
the treacherous villain in details that stir 
the imagination and please the fancy. 
The story-tellers were usually youths 
themselves, apprentice-bards, whose duty 
it was to relate the histories, stories, and 
poems that were the popular literature of 
the day. Hence the delicious glitter of a 
knight riding forth on a horse with bridle 
of "linked gold on its head, and on its 
back a saddle of gold." After giving this 
bit of magnificence to his audience, the 
young apprentice-bard lost himself in 
describing the knight's "four-cornered 
cloth of purple," his silver spears "of an 
edge to wound the wind," and his w'ar-
horn of ivory. 

The countrymen and the nobles who 
sat listening to the young story-teller saw 
themselves in the hero, the one thinking 

i This article is published in Children's Book 
•yveek, November y-15. 

- The Island of the Mighty. By Padraic Colum. 
Illustrated by 'Wilfred Jones. The Macmillan 
Company, New York. $2.2^. 

that he, too, would achieve a similar 
magnificence, and the other satisfied that 
he was a worthy knight. And for such 
knights there are ladies radiantly lovely 
—"more yellow was her head than the 
flower of the broom, and her skin was 
whiter than the foam of the wave, and 
fairer were her hands and her fingers 
than the blossoms of the wood anemone 
amidst the spray of the meadow foun
tain." Such men and women were 
worthy to do and dare, and they went 
about their battling, their dragon slay
ing, and enchantments with a swing that 
is as alive to-day as when the apprentice-
bard thrilled his audiences centuries ago. 
Two hundred years before Sir Thomas 
Malory collected the stories about King 

.Arthur then current on the Continent the 
story-tellers of Wales were telling stories 
of King Arthur that have less of a pat
tern of feudal chivalry, but much more 
of the unmastered personality of men 
and women. Padraic Colum, delving 
deep into the history and mythology of 
the Cymry in Britain and the Gaels in 
Ireland, and being himself a story-teller 
of rare charm, has in "The Island of the 
Mighty" recreated the strength and thrill 
of that great story-book of the fourteenth 
century, the Mabinogion. 

Charles J. Finger, in his wanderings in 
South America, must someAvhere, some
how, have been touched by the same 
wand that made the young Mabinogs of 
Wales such superb story-tellers, for he 
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End Papers (by Wilfred Jones) for " The Island of the Mighty " 
4 1 0 

too in his "Tales from Silver Lands"" 
records all the vital details of "youth's 
appearance and youth's adventure." But 
he found his details in South America, 
where "the trunks of the trees were so 
large that three men holding hands could 
not circle them, and where there were no 
trees there were vines and snakelike 
lianas and thorn bushes and flowers so 
great that a man could lie down to sleep 
in the shade of them;" and he heard his 
stories, not from passing bards, but from 
the South American Indians. Against a 
tropical background of great mystery 
and beauty, the Indians, who were "wise 
in all the arts, playing the flute, working 
in metals, painting, woodcraft, and other 
like activities," wove a legendary lore 
that is rich in heroes, enchanters, 
witches, and fairies. Rich, too, in a 
knowledge of animal life and the forces 
of nature, and rich in a philosophy that 
has all the truth and vigor of a primitive 
people. And all this is accomplished in 
stories that are entertaining, amusing, 
and interesting. One of them begins, "A 
cold-eyed witch lived in the Cordilleras, 
and when the first snow commenced to 
fall she was always full of glee, standing 
on a rock, screaming like a wind-gale and 
rubbing her hands," and another, "Sing
ing and waving banners, the four hun
dred youths with the twin brothers at 
their head, all of them slim and well 
formed, brown of skin and straight of 
limb, marched forth to the land of the 
giants, their eyes bent on the far moun
tains all wrapped in a blue floating mist." 
The woodcuts by Paul Honore are excep
tionally good, and carry the atmosphere 
of the stories in a manner that shows an 
unusual sympathy and appreciation of 
the subject. 

In "Han, the Jungle Lad,"' "youth's 
adventure" is perhaps not of such signal 
importance, but it is none the less inter
esting and absorbing to the children who 
follow it. The author, Dhan Gopal 
Mukerji, is himself familiar with the 
jungles of India, and he pictures tiger 
hunting, elephant tracking, the rush of 
floods, the battle of man with beast, in 
a manner that is convincing and thrill
ing. 

A good story for girls is here in the 
very real and fascinating adventures of 

8 Tales from Silver Lands. By Charles J. 
Finger. Woodcuts by Paul Honore. Doubleday, 
Page & Co., New York. $3.50. 

* Hari , the .lungle Lad. By Dhan Gopal Mu
kerji. Illustrated by Morgan Stinemetz. E. P . 
Button & Co., New York. $2. 
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JPITTLE, BROWN & COMPANY count it a privilege to 
'^'^ introduce to you the following outstanding autumn books, 
selected from a fall list of publications of which we are rather 
proud. Complete detailed descriptions of all our new books 
will be found in our illustrated announcement entitled '' New 
Books from Beacon Hill, Autumn, 792^." Free copies of this 
attractive booklet are now ready for distribution and we shall 
be glad to send you a copy on request. 

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ Steveuson 

The Beacon Hill 
Bookshelf 

The Slave Ship 

Some of the best of our books for 
boys and girls ten years old or more, 
published in the most attractive pos-
sible form—printed from new type of 
good size, beautifully illustrated in full 
color by famous artists, handsomely 
bound and reasonably priced. 

L I T T L E W O M E N : or Meg, 
J o , Beth and Amy. By 
Louisa M . Alcott 

L I T T L E M E N : Life of Plum-
field with Jo ' s Boys. By 
Louisa M . Alcott 

W H A T K A T Y DID. By Susan 
Coolidge 

N E L L Y ' S SILVER M I N E . 
By Helen Hunt Jackson 

A D A U G H T E R O F T H E 
R I C H , By Mary E . Waller 

M A R T I N H Y D E , T H E 
DUKE'S M E S S E N G E R . By 
John Masefield. 

T H E STORY O F R O L F A N D 
T H E VIKING'S BOW. By 
Allen French. 

T H E BOY W H A L E M A N . 
By George F . Tucker. 

Let us send you a free copy of our 
beautifully illustrated circular fea
turing this series, with seventeen 
illustrations in full color. 

The series, 8 volumes, $16.00 
Bach volume, $2.00 

IN making your selection 
of books for young people, 

you can choose confidently 
from the lists of the house 
which publishes L I T T L E 
W O M E N and the other fa
vorite stories by Louisa M. 
Alco t t ; the books of Susan 
Coolidge and Mary P. Wells 
Smith; Owen Johnson's fa
mous Lawrenoeville stories ; 
and Thornton W. Burgess' 
" Bedtime Story-Books ." 

A Critical Biography By John A. Steuart 
The real Stevenson is finally disclosed in this impartial 
and provocative biography, written in Edinburgh, 
where Mr. Steuart obtained fresh information, from 
unpublished documents and from other sources, 
essential to a true understanding of Stevenson's life 
and character. Unhampered by family considerations, 
Mr. Steuart has been enabled to unveil various phases 
of Stevenson's career, early and late, and his frank 
but eminently fair biography seems certain to arouse 
controversy. Wi th frontispieces in photogravure. 2 
volumes. 8vo. Cloth, gilt tops. $8.00 

'Memories and Adventures 
By Sir Arthur Gonan Doyle 

The fascinating life story of the creator of Sherlock 
Holmes, which Arthur Bartlett Maurice, famous critic, 
says, "should be one of the most stimulating books of 
the decade." Illustrated. $4.50 

Clyde Fitch and His Letters 
By Montrose J.Moses and Virginia Gerson 

The correspondence, with the actors, managers and 
men of letters of his period, of America's most dis' 
tinguished playwright. Wi th illustrations and facsimile 
letters. ' $4.00 

The Truth at Last 
By Gharles Hawtrey. Edited, with an intro' 

duction, by W. Somerset Maugham. 
Amusing, frankly self-revealing memoirs of a famous 
English actor, well remembered in America for his 
tours in "A Message from Mars" and "The Man from 
Blankley's." Illustrated. $5.00 

The Complete Foems of Emily 
Dirt incnr? ^ ' ' ' ^ ^^ introduction by 
l^ll^t^in^UIl' Mar tha Dickinson Bianchi 

This single-volume edition contains the complete 
poems of a New England genius, said by the critics 
to have written "the finest poetry by a woman in the 
English language." $3.50 

Lions 'n Tigers 'n' Everything 
By Gourtney Ryley Gooper 

A book for all the members of the family, about the 
habits and psychology of the animals Ijehind the 
gilded cages of the circus menagerie, by the author of 
"Under the Big Top." Illustrated. $2.00 

By Mary Johnston 
The finest novel by America's leadirig historical 
novelist, dealing with Colonial Virginia and the 
eighteenth-century slave trade—especially the trans-i 
porting of the negroes. W e recall no story whichi 
pictures with such vividness and power the Middle 
Passage of infamous memory. $2.00 

The Passionate §uest 
By E. Phillips Oppenheim 

A n engrossing novel of present-day London, in which 
this famous novelist, for once, makes the central 
figure, instead of a man, a girl who craves happiness. 

$2,001 

To-Morrow and To'^Morrow .. . 
By Stephen McKenna 

A realistic, vital story of post-war England and par
ticularly of its inner political circles, in which some 
of the famous characters of "Sonia" make their last 
appearance. $2.00 

The ShoW^Ojf. A Novel 
By WiUiam Almon Wolff 
F r o m the play of the same n a m e by George Kelly 

Not an ordinary novelization of a popular play, but 
a serious, realistic, well-written novel that shows 
American life as it is, a biting satire that is full of 
humor and pathos. $2.00 

Low Bridge and Punk^ Fungs 
By Sam Hellman 

A riotously funny book by America's newest popular 
humorist, with characteristic illustrations by Tony 
Sarg. Any one who has ever played bridge or mah-
jongg will relish it hugely. $1.25 

Football and How to V/atch It 
By Percy D. Haughton 

A new, enlarged edition of this book for the specta
tor by the famous Harvard football coach, who was also 
coach at Columbia. Wi th numerous illustrations and 
diagrams of plays. $3.00 

Seamen All py E . Keble Ghatterton 
A series of true stories of adventures at sea, from the 
days of the Barbary Pirates down to the World War. 
The book is full of action and may be recommended 
to any. one who cares for the sea. Illustrated. $3.00 

Cargoes for Crusoes (Explorations Among New Books and Favorite Authors) B y G r a n t O v e r t o n 

The best volume on books and authors of the year—a guide to good reading, containing chapters devoted 
to biographical and critical discussions of leading authors and their books. It is published jointly by Little, 
Brown, Doran and Appleton and sold for less than the manufacturing cost. Illustrated. 50 cents. 

Publishers 
These books are for sale at all Booksellers 

LITTLE, BROWN'& COMPANY 34 Beacon Street 
Boston :: Mass^ 
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Illustration (by Boris Artzybasheff) from " Feats on the Fiord " 

"Little Princess Nina."' The daughter 
of a Russian noble and a Mohammedan 
mother, Nina retains a vivid personality 
throughout a story that is varied in 
scene and intensely interesting. The 
childhood of Nina, spent in the home of 
her Mohammedan grandfather, with his 
fiery principles, his ceremony, and his 
poetic language, her visits to the stately 
home of her noble grandmother, the cus
toms of the Grusians and the Tartars, 
and, finally, the boarding-school in 
Petrograd, open up a world of fascina
tion to the girl who loves new places and 
amusing, entertaining people. These 
same girls, as well as their brothers, will 
find in "The New Moon"" a story that 
makes pioneering days in America the 
height of romance and courage. Well 
written and imaginative in its details of 
Indian life and the forests, this story 
shows how the young Irish boy, Dick 
Martin, makes his way in a new country. 
"If your heart turns over inside you 
when you see the Mississippi then you 
will know you are the man for the wilder
ness," is Dick's introduction to the un
settled shore? of the great river. As in 
"Master Simon's Garden," Miss Meigs 
weaves a story into American history 
that is romantic as well as an accurate 
picture of the time. 

An unusual book among the children's 
books of the year is "Nicholas: A Man
hattan Christmas Story."' Unusual be
cause it presents a city to children with 
all its traditions, its actualities, and 
withal it is a good story with interesting 
characters. Children living in the coun
try sometimes dream of visiting "towered 
cities," and for them "Nicholas" will 
provide hours of delight. The traffic 
towers, the subways, the shojDS, the old 

3 Little Princess Nina: The Story of a Russian 
Girl By L. A. Charskaya. Translated by Hana 
Muskova. Henry Holt & Co., New Tork. $2. 

6 The New Moon. By Cornelia Meigs. Tlie 
Macmillan Company, New York. $2. 

I Nicholas: A Manhattan Christmas Story. By 
^nne Carroll Moore. With drawings by Jay Van 
Everen G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York. $2. 

historic places, all become real under the 
guidance; of the jolly Nicholas, who finds 
New York a friendly city full of color 
and warmth for the stranger. The illus
trations, including a pictorial map of 
New York, drawn by Jay Van Everen, 
carry out the spirit of the book. 

The very interesting thing about 
"Number Two Joy Street"' is the people 
who contributed the stories, poems, and 
pictures. G. K. Chesterton plays hide 
and seek with a Dragon, A. A. Milne 
offers a merry solution to the difficulty 
of providing a successor to the royal 
throne in his story "Prmce Rabbit," 
Hugh Walpole tells a story about a 
strange thing that happened to him when 
he was a boy, Hilaire Belloc contributes 
some amusing verses about Sarah Byng, 
who revels in illiteracy and quite openly 
"does not care a pinch of snuff for any 
literary stuff." The stories are uneven in 
merit, but the book has an individuality 
and character about it that is refreshing. 

"Tony Sarg's Book for Children'" 
looks as though its author-artist had had 
an immensely good time doing it. From 

8 Number Two Joy Street: A Medley of Prose 
and Verse. By G. K. Chesterton, Walter de la 
Mare, Hilaire Belloc, Hugh Walpole, Rose Fyle-
man, and Others. D. Appleton & Co., New York. 
$2.50. 

3 Tony Sarg's Book for Children. Greenberg 
Inc.,.New York. $3.75. 

The Outlook for 

the miniature theater on the cover, which 
is worked by moving a series of cartoons 
on the inside, to the charming sketch at 
the end, in which the author takes leave 
of the children, the book has an air of 
fun that will capture every child who 
sees it. The book begins with the adven
tures of Mary and her dog Freckles in 
Nantucket. The quaint old houses, with 
their "Widow's Walks," the tall church 
steeple, the busy wharf, the cobbled 
streets, all are pictured delightfully. 
Mary and Freckles bring a great deal of 
life to the old town, and the pictures of 
their doings are most amusing. Nan
tucket, with its fine stretches of moors, 
is an ideal place for horseback riding, so 
the lively Mary takes to riding, and her 
horse. Black Beauty, gives the artist 
splendid opportunity to make some 
spirited pictures of what can happen to 
a horse, a dog, and a red-haired little 
girl. The second part of the ;book is 
"Little Anne Takes her Marionettes to 
Buckingham Palace." After the royal 
family are seated in the front row a 
scene of much merriment begins; crowns 
are scattered and royal dignities lost. It 
is all most entertaining. The latter half 
of the book is called"Little Moments in 
the Lives of Great Men," and consists of 
a series of comic sketches of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Columbus, Napoleon, Demos
thenes, and Sir Isaac Newton. The 
spirit of the book is gay and genial and 
the drawings are original and clever. 

New editions of the tried and loved 
children's books of ten or more years ago, 
well printed, and in some cases beauti
fully illustrated, make a fine showing this 
year. The most distinguished of these 
is "Hans Andersen's Fairy Tales" " illus
trated by Kay Nielsen. This artist has 
lent his exquisite imagination and his 
genius for decoration to interpreting the 
art of the great Danish story-teller. In 
lovely delicate colors and in black and 
white the Princesses, the brave Tin Sol
dier, and the mysterious Snow Queen 

10Fairy Tales: Hans Andersen, niustrated by 
Kay Nielsen. The George H. Doran Company, 
New York. S6. 

Courtesy of the Macmillan Company 

Illustration (by Boris Artzybasheff) from " Feats on the Fiord " 
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will enchant the eye as well as the heart 
of all grown-ups and children who are 
fortunate enough to possess this beautiful 
book. 

Another illustrator whose work has for 
the last two years added to the gayety 
of the Christmas books is Claud Lovat 
Fraser, whose "Nursery Rhymes" and 
"Pirates" charmed us when they ap
peared in 1922. This year Lovat Fraser 
is represented in Walter de la Mare's 
"Peacock Pie,"" a book of verse, not 
old, but already dear to the children of 
many households. Mother Goose has 
captivated artists for years, and each, 
year she comes out in a new gown. C. B. 
Falls has done Mother Goose '̂  the honor 
this year in a fine edition with colored 
plates and many line drawings. 

Frances Bedford contributes new illus-, 
trations for "At the Back of the North 
Wind," " a distinguished young Russian 
artist gives new life to "Feats on the 
Fiord," " and several of such fine stories 
for boys as "Martin Hyde,"' ' "Jim 
Davis" " and Robert Southey's "Life of 
Nelson" " appear in illustrated editions. 
The girls will find "What Katy Did" " 
and "Nelly's Silver Mine" back again 
with new pictures. All these "old timers" 
will give fathers and mothers a chance 
for some enjoyable recollections of the 
books they read when they were children. 
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'1 Peacock Pie. By Walter de la Mare. With 
illustrations by Claud Lovat Fraser. Henry Holt 
& Co., New York. $5. 

12 Mother Goose. Pictures by C. B. Falls. 
Doubleday, Page & Co., New York. $4. 

13 At the Back of the North Wind. By George 
MacDonald. Illustrated by Francis Bedford. The 
Macmillan Company, New York. $1.75. 

1* Feats on the Fiord. By Harriet Martineau. 
Illustrated by Boris Artzybasheff. The Macmillan 
Company, New York. $1.75. 

IS Martin Hyde, The Duke's Messenger. By John 
Masefleld. W^ith Illustrations by T. C. Dugdale. 
Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $2.00. 

1* Jim Davis. By John Masefield. Illustrated in 
Color by Stephen Reid. David McKay, Philadel
phia. $1.50. 

" T h e Life of Nelson. By Robert Southey. Witii 
Illustrations by A. D. McCormick. Houghton, 
Mifflin Company, Boston. $2. 

IS What Katy Did. By Susan Coolidge. With 
Illustrations in Color by Ralph Fallen Coleman. 
Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $2. 

Other Children's Books 
Recommended 

(Including new editions of old favorites) 

THE WONDERFUL ADVENTURES OF LUDO, 
THE M T T L E GREEN DUCK. By Jack Rob
erts. Duffleia & Co., New York. $2. 

JACKO AND THE DINGO BOY. By Howard B. 
Driggs. The University Publishing Company, 
New York. $1.25. 

THE POPPY SEED CAKES. By Margery Clark. 
Illustrated by Maud and Miska Petersham. 
Doubleday, Page & Co., New York. $2. 

THE PEEP-SHOW MAN. By Padraic Colum. 
Illustrated by Lois Lenski. The Macmillan 
Company, New York. $1. 

THE VANISHING COMRADE. By Ethel Cook 
Eliot. Doubleday, Page & Co., New York. 
$1.75. 

WHAT SH.1LI. WE PLAY? By Edna Geister. 
Decorated by B. McKinstry. The George H. 
Doran Company, New York. $2.50. 

(Continued on page 414) 

"A mighty picture of 
the spirit^ the thindj the nature of a numf* 

F. F. Van de Water, writing in the 
JS(e'ly yorli '^erald-'-Qrihune says of 

MARK T W A I N ' S 
AUTOBIOGAPHY 

"Great, because it reflects, in so far as type 
and ink and paper can, the personality of 
a great and robust man; pitiful, because a 
true picture of any member of mankind must 
be pitiful. Mark Twain rises from the dead 
to stand before us more sympathetically, 
more nobly and more pathetically than he 
ever dared to show himself in life. It is a 
better memorial than any other of bur 
great has left us—a strong, fine echo of 
himself" 

Wherever' Books Are Sold 
Harper & Brothers VuhUshers Since 1817 N e w York, N . Y. 

E a t and Be Well! 
A condensed set of health rules—many of which 
may be easily followed right in your own home, 

or while travelinsr. You will find in this little 
book a wealth of information about food elements 
and their relation to physical welfare. 

CONTROL YOHR WEIGHT WITHODI DRDGS 
OR TIRESOME EXERCISES 

Effective weight control diets, acid and 
bland diets.Iaxative and blood-biiilding 
diets, and diets used in the correction 
of various chronic maladies. 

The book is for FREE circulation, 
Not a mail • order advertisement. 
Name and address on card will 
bring it without cost or obligation. 

HEALTH EXTENSION BUREAU 
294 Good Health Building, Battle Creeh, Mich. 

mm^ 
Free 
Trial 

Year choice of the World's best 
typewriters—Underwood, Rem-
mgrton, Oliver—full size, late 
model, compieteljr Tebuilt snd . 
refinisned brand new. Prices i 
smashed down to half. Act quick. 

^2 and it's yourl 
Just send your name and address and we will mail you our 
complete FREE CATALOG prepaid, fully describing and sbowin? 
actual photographs of each beautiful machine in full colors. Tells 
every detail of our direct-to-you small-payment plan. Write now for 
tremendous saving. No obtigBtion whatever. Still time if you act now. 

International Typewriter Exchange 
186-188 W. Lake street. Department 338 Chicaso, III. 

DECORATIVE SCHEMES 
d e v e l o p e d f rom b l u e prints 
for t o w n or country hjouses, 

hote l s , c lubs . 

Interior decorations of every description. 

IDA LOUISE KILLAM 
12 East 48th St. New York City 

VandeibiK 2427 

(pjfONTE-
HADDONHALL 
ATLANTIC CITY 

On the Bedch and the Boardwalk- In the very center 
of things. Hospitable, homelike. 

Every season of the year is enjoy
able at Chalfonte-Haddon Hal l . 
Winter recreations outdoors in
clude Golf, Riding on the Beach, 
Aviation, Boardwalk Activities. 
Mild weather. Iiivigorating sea air. 

American Plan Only. Always Open. 
Illustrated folder and rates on request. 

LEEDS and LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 

/ -„ - \ A 
^ . « r - " ~ ^ ' ^ - fr.jsfT-, 
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