
The Book Table 
An Amphibious Hobo 

A Review by GREGORY M A S O N 

WHETHER they deal with un
usual experiences or not, 
most travel books are the 

work oi mediocre or worse than mediocre 
writers. A few are the work of gifted 
authors describing ordinary experiences. 
Once in a blue moon a writer of rare 
talents describes experiences of unusual 
interest, and the result is a travel book 
to buy, borrow, or beg. 

Such a volume is "Voyaging," by 
Rockwell Kent.' To begin his voyage 
Kent made a little preliminary jaunt of 
seven thousand miles, from New York to 
Punta Arenas, in a freight steamer. At 
Punta Arenas, on the Straits of Magellan, 
the southernmost city of the world, he 
bought a lifeboat from awrecked steamer. 
"She was a double-ender, clinker-built, 
with light, bent ribs. The stem was splin
tered; seven planks were stove or rotten; 
she was warped, dry as a bone, and open 
everywhere. She was of slipshod factory 
construction, with every knee and brace 
a false one sawed from straight-grained 
plank. Such was our boat, a derelict. 
She cost me twenty dollars." 

' V o y a g i n g . B y R o c k w e l l K e n t . G. P . 
P u t n a m ' s S o n s , N e w Y o r k . $7.50. 

In this boat Kent and his partner in 
adventure, an erratic young Norwegian, 
the ex-mate of a windjammer, started for 
Cape Horn. All circumstances consid
ered, it seems fair to say that the feats 
of Thomas Fleming Day, William Nut
ting, and John Kelly, each of whom 
crossed the Atlantic in a small sailboat, 
were cautious and colorless by compari
son with Kent's accomplishment. 

When Kent and his partner reached 
Tierra del Fuego at the head of Admi
ralty Sound, they left their boat and took 
to their feet. With nothing else to carry 
them; they cut a new trail across an un
explored piece of mountain range. Foot
sore and penniless, they made their way 
to the small town of Ushuaia, the south
ernmost village in the world, as Punta 
Arenas is the southernmost city. Nearly 
everjTvhere they were hospitably re
ceived by Indians, poachers, outlaws, 
and exiles, who considered Kent's flute-
playing ample compensation for the food 
and lodging given to the wanderers. At 
Ushuaia, Kent borrowed a small sloop. 
In this he penetrated the Wollaston 
Islands to within a few miles of Cape 
Horn, when the boat's proprietor lost his 
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courage, in the face of snorting weather, 
and turned homeward. 

Even from such a brief sketch it can 
be seen that this was an adventure rare 
enough to give even a commonplace 
writer an interesting book. ]5ut Kent's 
record of his voyaging is a work of art. 
To those who enjoyed the draAvings with 
which Kent illustrated the story of his 
Alaskan experiences in "Wilderness" the 
black-and-white illustrations in this vol
ume will be a delight. Moreover, the 
book is delightfully written--now and 
then there are really purple patches in 
Kent's prose. 

Not the least of the abilities pf this 
versatile amphibious hobo is his knack 
for picking out the important facets of 
everything he sees. As he crosses the 
track of Darwin's ship Beagle (which, by 
the way, a great passenger vessel is soon 
to follow in circumnavigating the whole 
continent of South America), and as he 
picks up the footprints of the early mis
sionaries and traders, his comments have 
the nutty flavor of good biography and 
history. 

A rollicking spirit blows through 
"Voyaging," crude sometimes, but clean 
and strong like the winds of the Horn. 
Here is a specimen, a glimpse of the 
weary American and the lame Norwegian 
arriving at Ushuaia: 

. . . The mate was spent with pain. 
"Let's rest a bit," he said as we 

reached the outskirts of the town, "be
cause we've got to blow in in style." 

In a few minutes he could stand it. 
With heads thrown back and swinging 
arms, to our marching tune of "John 
Brown's Body" we tramped in. 

The dogs announce our coming, folk 
come to their doors and stare. 

"Where are you from?" asks a fel
low. 

"Admiralty Sound." 
"God! Where are you going?" 
"CAPE HORN!" 

The New Books 
FICTION 

n I S T O K I C A L NIGHTS' ENXERTAINMBN^ 
(THE). By Kafael Sabatlni. 2 vols. Hough 
ton Mifflin Company, Boston. 

Dramatic episodes of history (similar 
to Dumas's "Celebrated Crimes") related 
by a novelist and historian. 

EBD SAND. By T. S. StriBling:. Harcourt, Brace 
& Co., New Yorli. $2. 

Offhand it is hard to recall any Ameri
can novelist since Richard Harding Da
vis who has bad much success with the 
Latin-American scene. Our fiction wri
ters with a flair for exotic background 
go to Africa, the Near or Far East, and 
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Which "fype of Character 
Is YOURS ? 

Quick Thinking, Quick 
Acting Type 

Moderate, Well Balanced 
Type 

Slow Thinking, Quick 
Acting, Type 

Quick Thinking, Slow 
Acting Type 

Signs That Reveal Character 
'at a Glance 

Do you know some people who look like the types shown ahove? Do you know some 
who have the mouth of one, the nose and eyes of another and the ears of still another? 
The size and shape of their features tell exactly what kind of men and women they 

Learn the meaning of these little facial signs and_ you have the wonderful secret are. 
of analyzing character, which is the sure, quick way to business and social advancement 

WHEREVER you go—whatever 
you do—you are bound to meet 

people. Your ability to say and do the 
things that please them—your ability to 
make them think what you want them to 
think—to make them believe what you 
want them to believe—to make them do 
what you want them to do— âll this de
pends on your ability to size them up. 

That is the real secret of putting big 
ideas across in every business—it is the 
secret of popularity—it is the secret that 
makes men big—it is the secret which, 
consciously or subconsciously, lies behind 
every success, in every field of 'human 
activity. 

How to Read Character 
At a Glance 

Written on the face and body of every 
man, woman and child are unmistakable 
signs of their character and abilities. The 
color of their hair, the size and shape of 
their hands—the eyes—nose—chin—all 

Over 100 ,000 Sold 
At $5 .00 

W e have jus t printed a splendid new 
edition of Dr. K. M. H. Blackford's 
"Reading Character a t Sight." The edi
tion was large enough to permit us to 
ofEer the famous course a t a fraction of 
the former price. 

NOW<l9S 
^ ^ H i , K A M ^ ^ ^ L t̂ L̂IVBRY 
^ ^ " • ^ ^ • • • ^ ^ ^ " CHARGES 

denote certain definite traits of character. 
These signs and their meanings have at 
last been classified and tabulated in an 
amazing new course which shows you 
how to analyze yourself and others at a 
glance. 

In this wonderful new course, entitled 
"Reading Character at Sight," Katherine 
M. H. Blackford, M.D., the world-
famous character analyst, reveals the 
tell-tale signs that denote both character 
and abilities. Dr. Blackford has been 
employed at record fees by such corpora
tions as the Westinghouse Electric and 
Mfg. Co., the Scott Paper Co. arid other 
big concerns, to pick and place rightly 
the men they employ. And 98% of Dr. 
Blackford's selections have made good at 
the jobs in which they were placed. 

As a result of Dr. Blackford's revelations 
thousands of men and women have decided 
just Vifhat their life work really is and have 
thereby doubled and tripled their salaries. 
Others have saved themselves from busi
ness disaster and unscrupulous par tners . 
Majiy salesmen are using the knowledge 
they gained to judge and approach their 
prospects. Executives use it in dealing with 
their employees. Lawyers are finding it of 
great help in their court work and in their 
action toward clients. Public speakers em
ploy it in judging their audience, and in 
debate. 

Leaders of Men Are 
Readers of Men 

Every great success is built on the ability 
to judge people. Rockefeller, Carnegie, 
Ford—every prominent man you ever heard 
of—succeeded largely because he knew 
how to pick men accurately and quickly. 
The man skilled in character reading looks 
upon a s t ranger as on an open book. Ease 
and confidence are his, due to a complete 
knowledge of tha t person's t rue character. 

. And now you too can accLuire th is suc
cess-making power through Dr.. Blackford's 
wonderful new course "Reading Character 
a t Sight." These seven interest ing handy 
booklets are well-bound and printed in 
large clear type. They contain scores of 
half-tone illustrations which bring out 
clearly the important little points empha
sized by Dr. Blackford. They show you 
how to quickly analyze yourself and others. 
Maybe you are in the wrong job. Perhaps 
your real ability is being wasted. If so it 
may be costing you thousands of dollars 
every year. Don't go on in doubt when a 
few minutes ' pleasant reading will reveal 
s tart l ing t ru ths about yourself. 

Send No Money 
Special Offer 

Over 100,000 delighted people paid $5.00 
for Dr. Blackford's remarkable system. 
Now, t h a n k s to a huge printing, you can 
get this splendid course for only $1.98. Mail 
the coupon a t once and when the postman 
hands you the course deposit th is special 
price plus delivery charges with him. 

Keep these seven Wonderful booklets for 
five days—examine them thoroughly—put 
their teachings into practice and note the 
immediate results. Then, if you're not ab
solutely satisfied, r e tu rn the course to u s 
and we will promptly refund your money. 
Mail the coupon how. Nelson Doubleday, 
Inc., Dept. B-410, Garden City, N. T. 

Nelson Doubleday, Inc. 
Dept. B-410, Garden City, N. Y. 

Gentleinen: You may send me on five days' trial 
Dr. Blackford's course, "Reading Character at 
Siglit," wliich formerly sold for $5. When the 
postman hands me the course I will deposit with 
him the special price of $1.98 plus delivery charges, 
with the understanding that after 5 days if I am 
not absolutely delighted with the course, I may 
return it and I get my money bacli. 

Name 

Address -

City State-
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ABINGDON 
The Seven Seas 

—and home again! Stirring and fascinating subjects—dealing 
with foreign countries and our own, with yesterday and today— 
are discussed by able writers in this fall's books. A representa
tive list is siven below. 

THE POLITICAL AWAKENING 
OF THE EAST 

Studies of Political Progress in Egypt, India, 
Cliina, Japan, and tlie Pliilippines 

By George Matthew DutcHer 
' Professor Dutcher had the advantage of 

personal observation in tlie countries of 
which his lectures treat. Practically every 
important issue involved in any part of the 
East is discussed by this able writer. 

Price, net, $2.00, postpaid. 

FLASHES OF SILENCE 
By George Clarke Peck 

A wide variety of themes is discussed by 
Dr. Peck with the charm and richness that 
disclose again the fine quality of Iiis culture, 
the amplitude of his scholarship, and his 
rare gift as an interpreter of events, indi
viduals and essential principles of life and 
conduct. 

Price, net, $1.50, postpaid. 

BLUE TIGER 
By Harry R. Caldwell 

A booli of thrilling hunting adventures 
covering a period of twenty years residence 
in China. The author was a member of the 
American Scientific Expedition under the 
leadersliip of Roy Chapman Andrews and 
contributed over twenty thousand scientific 
specimens to American museums. 

niustrated. Price, net, $2.00, postpaid. 

GEORGE WHITEFIELD: 
PROPHET-PREACHER 

By Edward 5. Ninde 
This biographical volume of George White-

field, the foremost preacher of his day, sets 
forth in strilcing fashion "tlie real White-
field, tlie prophet-preacher who left his im
press on two continents." It is by far the 
most fully illustrated life of Whitefield ever 
published. 

Illustrated. Price, net, $1.50, postpaid. 

RELIGION IN RUSSIA UNDER 
THE SOVIETS 

By Bishop Richard J. Cooke 
Bishop Cooke gives an epitome of the 

principal events that have affected the 
Orthodox Church of Russia during the last 
seven years. Here we get in a connected 
whole and in proper perspective many of the 
scattered fragments of authentic information 
that have appeared from time to time in the 
public press or in many volumes. 

Price, net, $2.00, postpaid. 

THE ECONOMIC WASTE 
OF SIN 

By Lahman Forrest Bower 

Sin is always wasteful—in character, in 
morals, in economic dividends, in spiritual 
values. In this volume an appraisement is 
made of the wastefulness of sin in the realm 
of economics. 

Price, net, $1.75, postpaid. 

Catalog of Abingdon Books will be sent, anywhere, free on request 

A t the Bet ter Bookshops 

T H E ABINGDON PRESS 
NEW YORK CINCINNATI 

Family Finance 
Home life is happier for erery one when worry is e l iminated. T h e Family 

Budget* dereloped through the co-operation of the whole family, el iminates 
unprofitable expenditures, increases sarings, and banishes w^orry. The pro
tection of the family, the education of the children, assured independence for 
old age, can all b e made possible through the Family Budget. Those respon* 
sible for Family Welfare haye always had these things at heart , but today are 
studying them with a deeper interest than ever, and the budget idea is get
ting recognit ion. 

Make a trial of the J O H N HANCOCK F A M I L Y B U D G E T A N D AC
C O U N T SHEET, which you may hare for the asking, also additional sheets . 
as needed* A month's trial -will help you. A few months' trial TVIII couTince 
you that the Budget helps you to make the most of your income. Address 
Publicity Department 

Sixtj-one Years in Business 
Now Insuring Nearly 

Two Billion Dollars in 
Policies on 3,500,000 Lives 

'^MtjT^jAl. ^ ~ 

1.IFE INSURANCE COMPANY^ 
OF BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS 
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the South Seas, but by chance or design 
the better ones seem to have avoided 
those countries of color which are at our 
very doorstep. With the pleasure which 
novelty brings, therefore, we mark the 
rise of a first-rate American writer who 
understands the psychology of the people 
across the Caribbean. 

In his first novel, "Birthright," Mr. 
T. S. Stribling handled Negro characters 
with an understanding which marked 
him as unique in a literary age dominated 
by the popular magazine insistence that 
story populations must be one hundred 
per cent American. His second book, 
"Fombombo," showed no new capacities 
of importance, but ui "Red Sand" he 
more than fulfills his earlier promise. 
Like Richard Harding Davis, he has 
gone to Latin America for his scene, but 
"Red Sand" is distinctly superior to any; 
novel written by the hero of 1898. Foir 
not only is Stribling a born story-tellej, 
but he has something important to say;.; 
Moreover, he has had the courage to put 
no character in this vivid drama of bull
fighting but Venezuelans, and he has had 
the skill to make all the characters live:. 
To the superficial, "Red.Sand" may be a 
romance with a tragic ending; to the dis-
cernmg it is a work of art. 

BIOGRAPHY 
GENERAL BOTHA. By Ear l Buxton. E. P. Dut-

ton & Co., New York. $5. 

The former Governor-General of South 
Africa does not claim to have written a 
complete biography of the man who 
probably did more than any one else tO' 
shape the Union of South Africa and to 
keep it loyal to the Allied cause during 
the Great War. He merely records his 
own personal reminiscences of a man 
who was at once a lovable human being, 
a great commander in peace as well as 
war, and an international figure of un
usual interest. The book is somewhat 
overburdened by trivialities, but full of 
valuable material. 
MEMOKIES AND FRIENDS. ' By Arthur Chris

topher Benson. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New 
York. 

Essays upon many notable figures, in
cluding Ruskin, Mrs. Oliphant, Oscar 
Browning, Henry James, and Rupert 
Brooke. 
FOE: MAN, POET, AND CREATIVE THINKEK. 

By Sherwin Cody. Boni & Liiveright, New 
York. $2. 

In this book, as much compilation as, 
treatise, the author has done good service 
by assembling and arranging the salient 
facts of Poe's life and work. Inevitably 
his own critical apparatus has been set 
going. Smith's facts about the "real 
Jones" are bound to be selected as well as 
collected, since Smith, as well as Jones, 
is a man, and not merely a mechanism. 
Having chosen Jones as a theme worthy 
of his typewriter, Smith's good opinion 
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