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stitute of America at Glenolden, Penn
sylvania, wliere, as a subdivision of the 
Mulford Biological Laboratories, there is 
a central laboratory and snake house for 
the purpose of producing remedies for 
bites by poisonous serpents. 

Until recently Brazil was the only 
country maintaining a laboratory for the 
production of antivenin, and Brazil is a 
long way off. The new enterprise is 
supported by the United Fruit Com
pany, the New York Zoological Society, 
the Philadelphia Zoological Society, and 
the Zoological Society of San Diego, 
California. Dr. Afranio do Amaral, who 
was an important factor in the success 
of the Brazilian laboratory is in charge. 
As the result of an automobile trip 
through snake regions, he contributes to 
the annual report of the United Fruit 
Company's Medical Department an in
teresting chapter on the increasing dan
ger from snake bite. "Through the ex
perience gained on this trip," he ob
serves, he has "come to the conclusion 
that there are annually in this country 
more than 1,000 cases of snake bite by 
poisonous species," and he believes that 
"the mortality rate in such accidents 
runs from ten per cent in the Northeast, 
Middle West, and Northwest, to twenty-
five per cent in the Southeast and 35 per 
cent in the Southwest" where the per
centage of bites is greater than anywhere 
else in the United States. Of course one 
thousand cases in a population of over a 
hundred million is proportionately very 
small. 

"Ophidism," he declares, is becoming 
more dangerous here as well as in Cen
tral America because of the cleaning up 
of jungle ground for planting purposes. 
This, it seems, operates to increase the 
number of snakes as it develops a large 
supply of rodents upon which they feed. 
So in certain regions new peril multiplies 
not only to man but to domestic animals. 
Dr. Amaral figures the cattle loss in 
Texas due to snake bite at $1,000,000 
per annum. 

The institute wants snakes and wel
comes contributions of living .specimens. 
In three months it obtained venom from 
4,000 rattlesnakes, and a supply also 
from copperheads and moccasins. 

Orchestraless Chicago 

BECAUSE they want and have been de
nied a hundred dollars a week basic 

pay instead of. the eighty dollars they 
are getting now, the members of the 
Chicago Orchestra, founded by Theo
dore Thomas, have gone on strike and 
the orchestra has been disbanded. This 
ends, at least for the time being, one of 
the great orchestras of the world. Un-
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der Frederick Stock the Chicago Orches
tra has attained a place of eminence. 
More than that, it has become a definite, 
composite musical personality. Its per
formances have had a character of their 
own. Such an orchestral personality 
cannot die without loss to the world and 
particularly to the city of which it has 
been a part. 

This casualty in the musical world 
illustrates a dilemma in which music 
finds itself to-day. On the one hand 
orchestral music demands more and 
more of the players. They have to be 
not merely extremely skillful, but also 
sensitive and responsive to a degree in
comprehensible to the non-musical mind. 
But skill is costly. Modern orchestral 
concerts cannot be self-supporting at 
prices which make them available to a 
large public. And as the appeal of mu
sic widens the cost of it is increased. 

Abroad they meet this dilemma by 
government subsidies. Here we meet the 
cost by the generosity of the wealthy. 

Should not orchestras be put on the 
same basis with great art museums and 
with universities? Then orchestral play
ers would be on the same footing as col
lege and university teachers. They 
would find their compensation partly in 
the prominence and the dignity of their 
calling. Some solution must be found; 
for generosity cannot long withstand 
strikes. 

Pacific Relations on the Pacific 

ONE advantage—perhaps the chief 
advantage—of such a gathering as 

that of the Institute of Pacific Relations, 
now in session in Honolulu, is that it 
acts as a megaphone or loud speaker. 
Ideas that have prevailed in one country 
sometimes reach no further than national 
boundaries because there is no adequate 
means of transmission. Newspapers do 
not alwa3 ŝ count ideas as news, and such 
ideas as they do consider of value as 
news are usually of the exceptional or 
sensational sort. Consequently, the pre
vailing opinion in one country fails to 
find its way to another country just be
cause it is prevailing and therefore com
monplace. A meeting of people of va
rious nationalities, like that at Honolulu, 
may do great service by making news in 
one country of what is commonplace in 
another. 

This may prove to be the significance 
of such a speech as that made before the 
Institute of Pacific Relations on July 16 
by the Chairman of the Institute, Dr. 
Ray Lyman Wilbur, President of Stan
ford University. In particular, this may 
prove to be true with regard to what he 
said about the attitude of America that 

brought about present immigration laws. 
He characterizes America's present im
migration policy as "an attempt to main
tain the integrity of America." And Dr. 
Wilbur explains this as follows: 

America's experience with Euro
pean immigrants materially influenced 
the procedure followed toward those 
who came from Asia at a later period. 
The difl'erences in race, culture, and 
habits made it easier to focus atten
tion upon them and to take more spe
cific action. In spite of the discrimi
nations that have already been put 
into effect there is a growing tendency 
on the part of the American people to 
deal on an equal basis with the inhab
itants of all countries but to insist 
firmly upon the right of America to 
determine its own future population. 
I think,it is safe to presume that the 
forces operating in American life will 
lead to the recognition that, while the 
people of other nations and other 
races may be different, they are in no 
sense inferior. . . . 

So far Dr. Wilbur undoubtedly ex
presses a prevailing opinion, feeling, atti
tude of Americans. Whether that feel
ing will be expressed as he thinks it will 
be in legislation affecting all peoples uni
formly is, we think, doubtful. Equality 
does not necessarily mean uniformity. 
Dr. Wilbur believes that the quota law 
will ultimately be applied to Asiatics as 
it is now applied to Europeans. We do 
not think that necessarily follows from 
the view that Dr. Wilbur expresses. 
Ultimately, we hope, the quota law will 
be abandoned as an attempt to apply a 
mathematical solution to a human prob
lem. Some day the Government of the 
United States may acquire sufficient 
confidence in its own judgment to adopt 
immigration legislation which will admit 
immigrants that the country needs and 
can assimilate and no others. It will 
then be relieved from the demand of 
treating all nations alike by treating im
migrants not as masses but as individ
uals. 

The Vienna " Revolution " 

THE violent rioting that raged in 
Vienna on July IS and 16 subsided 

as suddenly as it began, so that foreign 
correspondents who rushed to the Aus
trian capital found it quiet and peaceful. 
Thus, the New York "Times" writer was 
told by the editor of a Socialist paper 
that the general strike was demonstra
tive, not political, and that the Socialists 
did not want to get the Seipel Govern
ment out. He was also shown a munici
pal proclamation saying that the work
ers and police were now together pre
serving peace. 

This idyllic situation contrasts sur-

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



Settled, not to come off 
(Heriry VIII, Act III, Scene 2) 

Knott in the Dallas News Darling in the New York Herald Tribune 

And he didn't even ask for cancellation or discount 

Prom M. M. Kornfeld, Dallas, Texas 

Copyright, 1927, New York Tribune, Inc. 

It isn't much of a game for the spectator 

From D. S. Imrie, New York, N. Y. 

Orr in the Chicago Tribune Harding in the Brooklyn Eagle 

Copyright, 1927, The Chicago Tribune 

Waitin' to see if they're going to shoot 
From O. B. Nelson, Kendallville, Ind. 
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" Gwan, hop off!" 

Prom W. H. Du Moulin, New York, N. Y. 
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