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as dependable if not as brilliant as were 
L. Q. C. Lamar and John Sharp Will-
liams. 

Vardamanism had been defeated be
fore, but by compromise. Vardaman 
himself had been displaced in the United 
States Senate, but by Pat Harrison, a 
Senator not the ideal of those who waged 
the fight. In the election of Whitfield 
there appeared on the surface to be no 
compromise, but there was. In order to 
secure Whitfield's election it had been 
necessary to place on the ticket with him 
as the candidate for Lieutenant-Gover
nor Dennis Murphree, a politician of no 
particularly outstanding ability. 

Governor Whitfield died. iMr. Mur
phree became Governor, with the bulk of 
Whitfield's supporters obligated to him. 
In the ensuing contest for the Demo
cratic nomination for Governor the 
State was thus deprived of the opportu
nity to make a free choice. Either of 
the two candidates eliminated in the pri
mary might have been under other cir
cumstances stronger than Murphree. 

When the run-off campaign came, 
with Murphree and Bilbo as the con
tenders, the State was already deprived 
of opportunity to choose the candidate 
it would have preferred. Of the two 
contenders, it is hardly to be doubted 
that Murphree would have been the 
choice if he had not been made a fool of 
by some of his overzealous supporters. 

Murphree charged Bilbo with having 
received a congratulatory letter from 
Governor Smith, of New York. Though 
the ostensible object was to show that 
Bilbo was the tool of the wets, there was 
at least the appearance of an effort to 
inject anti-Catholic prejudice into the 
campaign—and this, coming from a man 
whose name is commonly pronounced as 
if spelled "Denny Murphy," may have 
seemed to certain Mississippians not in 
good faith. In any event. Bilbo was 
able to disprove the charge. In the court 
of public opinion, slander was proved 
against Murphree. The revulsion gave 
Bilbo the nomination. 

The result does not prove that a ma
jority of Mississippians want the type of 
government made familiar by Bilbo's 
preceptor and by Bilbo himself. It goes 
a good way, on the contrary, to show 
that Mississippi does not want this type 
of government and that the fight against 
it will go on. Meanwhile, however, Mis
sissippi must suffer. A rumor was cur
rent in New York two days after the 
result was known that a wealthy Chica-
goan who had been ready to launch a 
big industry in northeastern Mississippi 
—a region sorely in need of industries— 
had at once canceled his arrangements. 
Business in Mississippi has suffered se

verely in the past froiri Vard'aman-
Bilboism. It must still suffer. 

Exit Necator Americanus 

LITERALLY translated, the name of the 
hookworm is "the American mur

derer"—and never was a parasite more 
aptly named. When, some fifteen years 
ago, Mr. J. D. Rockefeller made a gift of 
a million dollars to aid in the cure and 
prevention of the hookworm disease, 
there was some ridicule of the idea that 
the hookworm was a cause of laziness, 
but the appellation "the lazy sickness" 
was as true as the scientific designation 
of the parasite as a murderer. Its rav
ages lowered the vitality and thus in
creased the death rate from other dis
eases. It also so reduced the energy of 
those attacked that it injured their work
ing ability. 

The fight against the hookworm has 
been prolonged and vigorous. Now the 
Health Board of the Rockefeller Foun
dation is able to announce that, if the 
disease has not entirely been eradicated, 
it has come under control to a large ex
tent the world over, while in the United 
States it has almost entirely disappeared. 
It is stated that about seven million per
sons have been cured and restored to 
something like normal activity. 

The successful campaign against the 
hookworm is equaled by that carried on 
by the Rockefeller Foundation against 
malaria. True malaria is the result of 
the bite of only one of three kinds of the 
anopheles mosquito known in the United 
States. The war against it first found 
and defined the breeding grounds of this 
particular species of mosquito, and then 
concentrated on its destruction. 

Altogether the progress, as reported 
by the Health Board of the Rockefeller 
Institute, in ridding the world of dan
gerous forms of disease and also in im
proving health conditions both in town 
and country, especially as they affect 
children, is most encouraging. 

It is true that baffling problems, the 
greatest of which is perhaps that of can
cer, still remain unsolved; but the evi
dence of this single report alone is 
enough to show that science has made 
extraordinary advances in the last quar
ter of a century. 

With the Long-Distance 
Fliers 

THE outstanding accomplishment in 
the air for the last week in August 

was the clean and straight flight of the 
Pride of Detroit, manned by William S. 
Brock and Edward S. Schlee. They left 
Harbor Grace, in Newfoundland, on 
August 27, and after-their flight of 2,350 

miles landed at Croydon (the airport for 
London) "as calmly as though they were 
members of a personally conducted tour
ist party" on the morning of August 28, 
having made the flight in a trifle less 
than twenty-three hours. This was the 
first step in an attempt to set a new rec
ord for circling the globe. Since Jules 
Verne's story which made his fictitious 
travelers go around the world in eighty 
days the record has been very much re
duced, and at present it stands at about 
twenty-eight and a half days, as made by 
two travelers who used airplane, steam
ship, and railway as best they could. 
With anything like good luck, Brock and 
Schlee will find it easy to beat this rec
ord and hope to reduce it to fifteen days. 
Their second step, from London to Mu
nich, was as businesshke and successful 
as the first. The Pride of Detroit landed 
at Munich on August 29, after an eight 
hours' flight. Their next stop was 
Belgrade. 

The only previous attempt to fly 
around the world was that of AmericaBj 
British, French, and Italian airmen ia 
1924. The trip was completed by two 
American planes, piloted by Lieutenants 
Smith and Nelson, in about five months, 
with, of course, many stops. The phrase 
"around the world" perhaps needs some 
definition or limitation. This flight, 
which was completed only by the Ameri
can planes, did not, in fact, traverse any 
very large stretches of ocean. The record 
was from Santa Monica, California, to 
Seattle, thence to Sitka, and thence 
through Alaska and the waters near the 
coast of Siberia to Japan and China, 

^thence to India, and back to Europe; 
while the return voyage westward "across 
the Atlantic" from England was by way 
of the Orkney Isles, Iceland, Greenland, 
Labrador, and Nova Scotia—a passage 
which involved no very long distances of 
ocean flight. 

It was still a matter of doubt on 
August 30 whether or not Paul Redfem 
had met with a tragic end in his attempt 
at a flight from Brunswick, Georgia, to 
Brazil. His plane was seen and reported 
east of the Bahama Islands, but that was 
on Saturday, August 27, and no sure 
tidings had come from him later than 
that up to August 30, although a report 
came that a plane which might well have 
been Redfem's had been seen in the air 
over the Orinoco Delta in Venezuela. It 
is possible, therefore, as we write, that 
Redfern may have landed to repair his 
plane and again taken the air, or that he 
has come down later than this last ob
servation was reported and is making his 
way through the forests toward the 
coast. He had planned to make the 

"flight to Rio de Janeiro if his fuel held 
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To give and to receive 
(Merchant of Venice, Act III, Scene 2) 

Knott in the Dallas News Orr in the Chicago Tribune 

----^^ia^^.ir.^"'" 
His first act of intervention should be remembered 

From M. M. Komfeld, Dallas, Texas 

Cuyyiigat, li.'27, by tne Chicago Tribune 

She can't blame him for not wanting to adopt any more 

FrolH C. B. Pepper, Oak Forest, 111. 

Harding in the Brooklyn Eagle Talburt in the Knoxville News-Sentinel 

<V<i-£L<*^ TY^^ 

Breaking the ice 

I'rom Henry Charles Suter, Westerly, R. 1. 

Giving her no chance to get lonesome ! 

From Mrs. Patterson Miller, Eussellville, Tenn. 
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