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The Week's Reading 

Wellington ^u i " knowledge of the 
By Philip Guedaiia Duke of Wellington 
Harper's, $4.00 i T • i i 

seems to be r.mited to the 
fact that he was something disastrous that 
happened to Napoleon. He appears to 
have been much more than that; in fact, 
a man in his own right, living and act
ing in times that were made exciting by 
many phenomena, of which Napoleon 
was only one. But he had a saving repu
tation for dullness which served as a No 
Trespass sign on biographers reconnoit-
ering historical ground for likely sub
jects. Unlike Napoleon, who contrived 
to live in the full glare of history almost 
all the time, Wellington, English gentle
man that he was, became quite peeved 
once when he learned that an old army 
associate was taking down what he was 
saying. T h e reputation for dullness has 
saved him, more or less, for a biographer 
worthy of his steel. T o move from Pal-
merston to Wellington is, after all, an as
cent. Almost any one can attend to such 
obvious subject matter as Napoleon and 
almost every one has. But it calls for a 
man of genius to unwind the thick wrap
pings of legend, when those wrappings 
have served as camouflage, and reveal a 
man, or a woman beneath. Consider, in 
passing, what M r . Strachey did with, and 
to, the good dull queen, Victoria. This is 
not to say that Mr . Guedaiia chooses dull 
reputations that the flash of his own wit 
may shine the more brightly against the 
texture of that subject. But every writer 
is justified in expressing his delight in 
having met, superbly, the challenge of a 
dull reputation. M r . Guedaiia has earned 
every wisecrack he has made in Well
ington. 

His book is both solid and brilliant; it 
is a "Life" in the sense that it is a full-
length portrait, in all the changes and 
mutations of his character and career and 
against a carefully etched background of 
the times in which he lived and the is
sues and controversies which engaged 
him. The brilliance of Mr . Guedalla's 
performance is not achieved at a sacrifice 
of detail. WelUngton is s[m.o%t 500 pages 

in length, and they are solid pages. This 
is a biography, not a vaudeville per
formance or a jeu d'esfrit. There is, for 
example, a very painstaking analysis of 
Wellington's tactics on the field of battle 
which made him the great soldier he 
was; there certainly is nothing "enter
taining" about that part of the book. 
After reading that part, however, you 
will understand why Wellington was 
the greatest soldier of his time, but you 
regret—as so many of his contemporaries 
must have—the lack of Nelsonic heroics 
or of Napoleonic dash in his greatness. 
But Wellington's idea of a general's job 
was to win battles at the least possible 
cost in men, not to be afraid to retreat 
and let the enemy charge against the in
vincible English square. There was in 
1^'ellington, in spite of all that M r , 
Guedaiia could do about it, a distressing 
consistency and a practically unbroken 
progression in his career from minor suc
cess to major success, from knight to 
baron to earl to marquess and, finally, 
to duke, and a duke he was almost as 
many times as there were Allies against 
Napoleon. He was Prime Minister and 
Commander in Chief of the British 
Army and a field marshal in almost half 
a dozen other armies. He might have 
become King of Spain. Americans cer
tainly think of his career as having be
gun at ^Vaterloo, but by the time he had 
won that battle the English people had 
given him so many titles and so many 
honors that all they could do was vote 
him another grant of several hundred 
thousand pounds sterling. As a civilian, 
that is as Member of the Cabinet and 
Prime Minister, his conduct was con
sistent with the attitude of a soldier rather 
than with that of a politician or states
man. He opposed Reform in all con
sistency; the English people might have 
liked him for a longer period than they 
did had he chosen to lead the mobs rather 
than to oppose them. 

M r . Guedaiia takes great and re
warding pains with the formative )'ears 
and influences of the Duke, who started 
life as plain Arthur Wesley, the second 
son of an Irish earl who loved music. W e 
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learn with amazement that Arthur Wes 
ley loved music too and played the violin, 
but broke his fiddle when he learned that 
it might interfere with his career. I t re
mained for M r . Guedaiia to make known 
to us the ironic note in history of Sir 
Arthur Wellesley stopping off at St. 
Helena ten j^ears before Napoleon was to 
have that place imposed upon him as a 
residence, and to track down the very 
book in which the young subaltern may 
first have discovered the secret of the 
British square. 

The book ends on a lovely idyllic note; 
the Duke, over eighty, in his great coun
try house, playing with his grandchildren 
and being Dooked by the thoroughly un
impressed children of his neighbors. M r . 
Guedaiia has given us more than a life of 
the Iron Duke and a picture of his times; 
he has given us a study of the English 
character in one of its typical representa
tions. H A R R Y S A L P E T E R . 

Only Yesterday I t was Only yester-
By Frederick Lewis Alien i\ / * n 
Harper & Brothers, $3.00 d a y , aS M r . A l l e n 
It Seems Lilce Yesterday „ h,^,f fhp pffprt 
By Eussel Crouse =2_vS, DUt t n e e n e c t 

Doubieday, Doran, $5.00 of reading his his
tory of the post-war decade is a strange 
remoteness; about many of the mani
festations of those years the true sense is 
entirely lacking. W h e n did we play Mah 
Jong.^ When were we saying with Coue:: 
"Every day in every way I am getting 
better and better." W h e n did we weep, 
and the world weep with us, for the 
death of Valentino.? And how did we get 
that way.'' T h e truth is, it v/as not a new 
economic era; it was a big spree. T h e 
war raised us to a tremendous emotional 
pitch; all too soon for us it Was over, 
leaving us regimented for exploitation 
and hot for action. W e got both, good 
and plenty. Mr ; Allen has written a 
grand story of those cockeyed times, 
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Maid in Waiting, by John Galsworthy: Scribners. 
A quiet drama of English life. Readers of Mr. 
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The Care and Feeding of Adults, by Logan Clen-
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shrewd, sound and complete, from Hard
ing's "normalcy" to Hoover's "conditions 
are fundamentally sound." You will read 
it, I predict, with some of the old excite
ment. Some of it will make you grin. Do 
)'ou remember the King Kleagles and the 
Imperial Kludds? Some of it will make 
you wince. T h e Harding scandals are 
pieced together and ably presented. And 
some of it will make you gag. For ex
ample, the Gospel According to Bruce 
Barton and Rotary, introducing Christ as 
the first go-getter and Moses as the lead
ing realtor of his day. A charming, mad 
and often ugly decade. If you are op
posed to war, keep M r . Allen's book for 
ready reference; for if war is hell, what 
are such fruits of peace as Teapot Dome, 
the Ohio gang, the Sacco-Vanzetti case, 
bath tub gin, and red hot mammas? 

W h a t next? M r . Allen looks back for 
a wistful moment to the Victorian scenes 
depicted in Russel Grouse's gift book for 
the Christmas trade. But between those 
days and these stand the war and the 
peace with all their implications. And 
after all, the twenties were not entirely 
wasted. W e have, though M r . Allen is 
not so satisfactory a historian here, the 
basis of a healthier attitude toward sex. 
T h e fallacy of prohibition has been dem
onstrated for reasonable minds. T h e 
myth of the superman has been exploded. 
And we are just as rich as we ever were 
—-actually. 

P A R K H U R S T W H I T N E Y . 
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The Unknown War ^ S M r . C h u r c h i U 
By Winston S. Churchill s u g g e s t s i n h i s p r e f -
Scribners, $5.00 ° ° J 

ace, the attention of 
the . English-speaking world throughout 
1914-18 was fastened almost exclusive
ly upon the western front. T h e conflict 
between Russia and the Central Empires 
forms, for most of us, a war literally un
known. This is the first satisfactory story 
of the East, with its great victories of 
Tannenberg, the Masurian Lakes, Lodz 
and Warsaw. 

M r . Churchill, as a member of the 
British war cabinet, early became a pas
sionate "Easterner," one of those who 
held that the war would be won or lost 
in Poland, Serbia and at Gallipoli. In 
The Unknown War he has a chance to 
defend and explain this belief, and he 
does this convincingly. The failure of 
the Allies, once the trench warfare of the 
western front became a bloody, ruinous 
stalemate, to take decisive action in the 
East he ascribes wholly to "the mighty 
authority of General Joffre," before 
whom, he testifies. Lord Kitchener habit
ually yielded. He relates with wrath and 
sympathy the wiping out of the isolated 
Serbian army by von Mackensen, and 
records his own resignation soon after
wards from the Asquith government 

cjmmckmii 
Running ma te of the B R E M E N ' EUROPA, fastest l iners afloat 

MEDITERRANEAN • JAN^ 3 0 
T u r k e y • Spain • Riviera • Africa • I taly • Greece • Egypt • Holy Land 

67 days . 28 Por t s . Greatly reduced rates from $950 u p . 

WEST INDIES • JAN^ 9 
Por to Rico -Venezuela • Curacao • P a n a m a • Jamaica • Cuba • B a h a m a s 

18 days • $225 up. 

Apply 57 Broadway, N. Y. C. Phone BOwling Green 9-6900, or your local agent. 

ifytkGiAMo^ 

Volunteer Prison League 
(Founded by Mrs. Ballington Booth) 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

34 West 28th Street 
New York 

Dec. 1, 1931. 

To the Editor of 
The Outlook 
Dear Sir: 

For many years your readers have 
been reminded at Christmas time of 
the big family of little children who 
face a fatherless Christmas in prison-
shadowed homes. May I again voice a 
plea on their behalf, which I hope will 
call forth a loving response from hap
pier homes. 

For over thirty years I have made the 
wives and children of the prisoners my 
special care, and at the Christmas sea
son we pack for them boxes of clothing 
and toys that bring an unexpected touch 
of comfort and joy to those homes that 
otherwise would be Christmasless. 

So much has been said of gangsters 
and racketeers and their terrible deeds 
that I want to ask our friends to re
member that there are thousands of 
men in prison of a very different type, 
who are patiently learning their lesson 
and whose families are thoroughly 
worthy and desperately in need of our 
help. 

Shoes, clothing, toys and gifts of 
money will be most w^elcome. Please 
send all donations to Mrs. Ballington 
Pooth, The Volunteers of America, 34 
West 28th Street, New York City. 

Believe me. 
Sincerely yours for our Country's 

prisoners, 
MAUD BALLINGTON BOOTH. 

APARTMENT 
on a Private Park in 
t h e Heart of N e w York 

A desirable a p a r t m e n t 
available in a unique quar
ter of New York, with ac
cess to the Park. Light, 
sunny and quiet rooms with 
open fireplaces. Unusual 
situation. Apply to Super
intendent. 
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OUTLOOK 
READERS SERVICE 
120 EAST 16th STREET, NEW YORK 

If your bookseller is unable to 
supply you with books mentioned 
in the Book Review pages of 
OUTLOOK, or in Frank A. Fall's 
weekly business column, or in 
any other part of the magazine, 
write to this service for informa
tion about purchasing the books. 
Your inquiries will be f orwairded 
to the nearest bookstore. 
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