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EUROPE: 
THE WORLD'S BANKER I8T0-I914 
By Herbert Feis 

M r . Feis has wr i t t en a 
unique and ground-break
ing h i s tory of E u r o p e a n 
finance and i ts poli t ical im
p l i c a t i o n s — ^ o n e of t h e 
most revealing chap te r s in 
the s to ry of war origins. 
"A book which makes biogra
phies seem thin and political 
histories incomplete." Outlook 
and Independent 
"No student of world finance or 
politics can afford to neglect this 
important work." New York 
Herald- Trib une 
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Ninety Years 
at the 

Isles oi Skoals 
By OSCAR LAIGHTON 

The autobiography of the 
brother of Celia Thaxter , 
•with sidelights o n the many 
famous m e n and w o m e n who 
have visited these charming 
islands. 

18111ns. 160 pp. $1.60. At all bookstores. 

THE BEACOiN PRESS, Publishers 
25 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 

described in metrical epitaphs, but in 
brief sketches in plain and forceful 
prose. George Milburn is not an imi
ta tor ; simply the member of a school. 
These sketches are completely objective. 
The style does not lend itself to sub
jective writing, as can be readily seen 
by any reader who will turn to the last 
sketch in the book. Hail and Farewell, 
in which Mr. Milburn speaks for him
self and not as a detached and ironical 
observer. These sketches also show how 
necessary it is to read the "Heming
way" style aloud in order to get the full 
ilavor of it. These bald, short sentences 
and paragraphs should be sounded as 
well as seen, otherwise the pungent, 
brutal quality of the material is apt to 
conceal the careful formalism of the 
-writing. 

F . L. R. 
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The Master Farmers of America" 

TH E baiters of the boob ought to be 
delighted with this bulletin by Pro
fessor Oliver S. Hamer which de

scribes the American super-farmer. 
Some years ago the farm journals and 
agricultural colleges began the practice 
of granting honorary degrees to out
standing tillers of the soil. We have now 
in twenty-eight states some six hundred 
of these so-labeled "Master Farmers," 
known collectively as "The Master 
Farmers of America." After a study of 
389 of these Professor Hamer has pub
lished the specifications of the typical 
Master Farmer (Univ. of Iowa, $1.25). 

His average age is fifty-two. He was 
one of six children though he rarely 
has more than four of his own. The num
ber of children the Master Farmer has 
is in inverse ratio to his wife's education. 
He may have six if his wife stopped 
school in the grades, but no more than 
two if Mrs. Master Farmer has a col
lege education. His own education gen
erally terminated with one year of high 
school, but the average wife did not 
leave high school until the second year. 
Children of the Master Farmer general
ly get through high school and one out 
of three goes through college into the 
professions. 

The average Master Farm is 277 
acres (average for the U. S. 145 acres). 
This farm is worth $42,000 and earns a 
net yearly return of $3,200 (average for 
the "U. S. is $1,113). Sometimes the bet
ter trained younger Master Farmers 
have larger incomes and from smaller 
farms. The average Master Farmer re
ports success in terms of crop increases; 
boosting the average corn yield from 85 
to 53 bushels per acre, wheat yield from 
19 to 29 bushels per acre, cotton from 
447 to 748 pounds per acre. 

As a social animal, the Master Farmer 
attends about two functions a month, 
and that includes picture shows. But he 
attends church and Sunday School 
thirty-nine times a year. He reads, per
haps, more than his city cousin. In an 
Iowa study of farm children, of which 
we will speak in a moment, it was found 
that the typical farm home contained 
about ninety books. But the typical Mas
ter Farmer's library is almost double 
that, being 175 volumes. The most men
tioned book was the Bible with the dic
tionary running a close second. Other 
books in their order were: Ben Hur, 
Pollyanna, poems of Guest and Long
fellow, w;orks of Gene Stratton Porter 
and Louise Aleott, and Sheldon's In His 
Steps. Of periodicals the Master Farmer 
and his family consume four general 
magazines, two daily papers (one from 

the big city) and one religious paper. 
The conclusions are statistical and 

noncommittal, perhaps a little naive for 
the way they neglect the deeper implica
tions. What does it profit us, this exalt
ing and honoring of occasional rural 
individualists ? Is this not putting a 
premium on the one weakness of the 
farmer that is costing him most dear.? 
Industry, as far as capital is concerned, 
is wiping individualism out as rapidly 
as merger programs can get under way. 
Moreover, industry seems headed in the 
direction of a controlled production, 
while it's the lack of such control that 
is the bane of agriculture. One becomes 
a Master Farmer by producing more 
crops at less cost, by forcing his way 
out of the slough into which the culti
vating craft has fallen. This means 
pushing aside and rising above the 
dozens of less astute and less aggres
sive neighbors who can never qualify 
to be Master Farmers. The present bul
letin, then, is both a study and a guide 
to success, pointing the way for the go-
getter in agriculture. 

Farm Children is an important book 
for those who are interested in the mod
ern rural approach to child welfare. The 
authors, B. T. Baldwin, E. A. Fillmore 
and L. Hadley, studied two Iowa com
munities of 115 and 154 families re
spectively. The objectives of this survey 
were the usual objectives relative to 
housing, sanitation, health, recreation, 
education and the social and economic 
resources of the community. The find
ings have been published in a volume 
(Appleton, $4) that might be put on 
a shelf beside Middletown by the Lynds. 
One reads and wonders if rural America 
is really as backward as that. The civi
lization of the "little red schoolhouse" 
doesn't look so good when we see it 
through the eyes of the experts who 
wrote this book about farm children. 

The farm problem is not new by any 
means, though it may be getting a little 
more than its usual share of political 
attention. I t is now no more than it has 
always been, a rural-urban problem, to 
which philosophers for ages have ad
dressed themselves. But the philosophers 
were about as helpful as politicians. The 
prospect is that science will make some 
headway. To recite all that science is 
attempting would be a big order but 
here is a significant review of what has 
been done and what is being done with 
reference to rural social life and living. 
I t is a volume excellently bound, the 
first of a three-volume Systematic 
Source Booh in Rural Sociology (Univ. 
of Minnesota, $15, each volume $6.50). 
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The Source book was published under 
the auspices of the United States De
partment of Agriculture and the Uni
versity of Minnesota. The editors are 
Pitirim A. Sorokin of Harvard, Carl C. 
Zimmerman of the University of Min
nesota and Charles J . Galpin of the 
United States Department of Agricul
ture. This is a sort of encyclopedia of 
rural society. The first volume is large
ly historical, assembling the reflections 
of most every world leader back to Con
fucius and Xenophon who may have 
written on this problem. The remaining 
volumes, to appear before summer, deal 
with rural social organization and insti
tutions, the rural family, art and recrea
tion. 

If we may judge the forthcoming 
volumes by this one, this book blight to 
be a classic. One wishes that every Con
gressman and Senator protesting his 
love for the farmer might browse 
through it. I t would be like taking them 
up on a high hill to look over the 
breadth, the age and the complexity of 
the agricultural kingdom. Perhaps there 
is no other interest in American life 
Where there is more provincialism. I t 
would be tolerable if only the Master 
Farmers and their ordinary neighbors 
were involved, but the fog of provincial
ism hovers as heavily over many more 
who are doing the thinking for the 
farmer. NELS ANDERSON. 

Behind the Blurbs 

nrr\ HE Tragedy of the Chinese Mine^" 
M_ tells what happened when Gissing 

came back to life in the Malayan jungle 
after being cracked over the head by his 
partner, Crosse. Gissing's memorj' was 
gone, and it wasn't until he had won 
fame in Hollywood that it came back. Of 
the mess he then got himself into and 
out of, this well written, though some
times discursive tale, tells in plenty of 
detail. •*' <* tJ* Further episodes in the 
career of the always amusing detective, 
Reginald Fortune, are related in Mr. 
Fortune Explains^, and if you have not 
already made his acquaintance we urge 
you to do so. In this lot, most of the 
plots are rather thin, but Mr. F . is al
ways his suave and imperturbable self, 
and that is the important thing. ^ ^ ^ 
February selections of the clubs: Book-
of-the-Month Club, Vicki Baum's Grand 
Hotel; Book League, Struthers Burt 's 
Festival; Literary Guild, J . Frank 
Dobie's CoroMa^fo'* Children. ^ ^ ^ The 
Man in the Black Hat^ was a Rosicru-
cian, who exerted a mysterious influence 
over a girl named Juniper. When he 
couldn't be around in person, he sent 

1. By Ian Greig: Holt, $2.00. 
2. By H. C. Bailey: Dutton, $2.00. 
3. By Temple Thurston: Doubleday, $2.00. 
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H E A D L I N E B O O K OF THE H O U R 

The history of Prohibition...the 

background o( (act on which the 

Wickersham Report is based 

THE DRY DECADE 
by Charles Merz 

Author, The Great American Bandwagon; Editorial Writer, A'̂  Y. World, 

"It should be dropped by airplanes into both camps 
along the Prohibition front." — William Allen 
ffhite. At all bookstores, 83. DOUBLEDAY, DORAN. 

H E A D L i N E B O O K OF THE H O U R 

his astral body. And all because 
Juniper 's drug addict husband had a 
book he wanted. Dr. Hawke tries to 
protect Juniper, whom he loves, but what 
chance has a medico against a fellow 
like that? We might have enjoyed the 
story more if a quotation from it on the 
jacket hadn't given it all away, so we 
knew before it started just what was 
going to happen. Well written, and eerie 
in spots. ^ ^ ^ New titles in Loeb's 
Classical Library (Putnam $2.50 each) 
are St. Augustine's Selected Letters, tr. 
by J . H. Baxter, Bede's Opera His-
torica, two vols, tr . by J . E. King, with 
Latin and English text; Philo, vol. I l l , 
tr. by F . H. Colson and G. H. Whitaker, 
Lysias, tr. by W. R. M. Lamb, St. 
Basil's Letters, translated by R. J . De-
ferrari, Demosthenes' Olynthiacs, Phil
ippics and In Leptinem, tr . by J . H . 
Vince, with Greek and English text. 
^ J* .5* Xhe Fighting Kings of Wessex* 
is the story of what happened in Eng
land after the breakdown of Roman 
civilization, and of the building of a 
new civilization on the ruins of the old. 
The Kingship, says the author, is not 
the creation of the state; the state is 
built up by the personal actions of suc
cessive Kings. And he shows how, grad
ually from the struggles of invaders and 
sectional leaders, rose a dominant force 
which drew England together and made 
the beginnings of a new social and eco
nomic system. The story is interesting in 
itself; it may also conceivably teach les
sons of practical value to a generation 
which has within the past fifteen years 
so narrowly missed witnessing the com
plete breakdown of the economic system 
on which our civilization rests. 

WALTER R . BBOOKS. 

4. By G. P. Baker: Dodd Mead, $4.00. 

"BOOKS for 
GENTLEMEN" 

the appropriate title of our New 
Illustrated Catalogue, shows briefly 
and interestingly the chief char
acteristics of the great productive 
periods in literature— 

Classic Greece and Rome 
The Renaissance 
The Eighteenth Century 
The Modem Age 

and makes available, as fitting furnishings 
of every Gentleman's Library, the books 
which best typify the social and moral 
aspects of their respective ages,. -complete 
and unexpurgated as to text. 

Those whose minds and tastes do not 
follow beaten, well-worn paths, will find 
in the chapters devoted to Curious, Old and 
Rare Books and Anthropology and Sociol
ogy many rare items of unusual interest. 

A copy of this Catalogue will be mailed 
free of charge to those of either sex with 
an established position in the Scholastic, 
Business, pr Social world, upon application. 

THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

45 West 45th Street, Dept. B 
New York, N. Y. 
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FIVE COUNTRIES 
Becomeacquaintedwith ouramazing 
travel values. VCe specialize in economical 
European Tours for the intellectual elite. 
Cunard Supremacyn4,0CI0satisRed suests. 

STUDENTS TRAVEL CLUB 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. Write For Boolclet M 
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