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" M y intelligence may adopt a wrong 
opinion, but when my emotions are 
stirred I am not mistaken." T h a t de­
served fuller development; and were the 
policy widely adopted there would be 
less pose in book reviewing. M r . Sedg­
wick contends that it is impossible to 
understand De Musset without under­
standing George Sand. He has related 
the incidents of the Sand affair with 
great dignity and with much gallantry 
toward the lady. He has told of all the 
other De Musset amours with equal re­
finement. He quotes the poet sparingly 
but with excellent judgment and follows 
each original with a translation. He 
praises but little; he looks to the reader to 
furnish the praise that is denoted by 
stirred emotions. T h e book is written in 
a style that pleases without misleading; 
it is based on facts that fail to dupe or 
cozen. There are 343 pages in all, not 
counting a score of quite exquisite illus­
trations. 
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Broome Sta£:es 
By Clemence Dane 
Doubleday, Doran, $3.00 

This is far the most 
extensive and ab­
sorbing novel Miss 

Dane has written since her Regiment of 
Women ( 1917) and the popular appeal 
is distinctly stronger than in that story. 
Every one hkes to read about the stage 
and behind the scenes into the actors' life. 
Miss Dane's knowledge of the theatre 
as a playwriter and a student of the 
drama is extensive, and she uses it ef­
fectively. Indeed, this imaginary stage 
dynasty of actors, managers and dram­
atists are shown as always with the fam­
ily intensity and passion, storming, fight­
ing one another, brilliant, tempestuous 
and reckless, all the way down from 
Queen Anne's time to the silver screen 
of our day. A boy called Dick Broome, 
because he made and sold brooms, fell 
through the roof of a barn onto the stage 
of a strolling troupe of players; and 
thence down to the movies in London 
and New York, the Broomes are always 
in the foreground of the theatrical world. 

T h e skill and art with which the 
transitions are effected are remarkable. 
Broomes come and go in the story; but 
always there is forward movement and 
always there are startling incidents and 
strange surprises—the suicide of Robert 
Broome in the theatre after his son Wi l ­
liam had almost literally driven him off 
the stage; the elopement of Edmund 
Broome with Elinor (whom he had 
known three or four days) half an hour 
before her wedding was to take place;, 
the mystery of Edmund's parentage—a 
surprise so artfully managed that the 
solution startles the reader; the expulsion 
of an actress from a Broome stage be­
cause she was discovered to be the bad 

wife of the Broome who wrote the play; 
and many other sensational happenings. 
Whatever else the book is, it certainly is 
not dull. I t is one of the few stories 
whose great length is an asset. 

R. D . TOWNSEND. 

Their Facers'God I " Giants in the Earth 
By o. E. Rohfaag and Peder Victorious 
Harper, $2.50 i, »• r. ..1 r 

M r , *Rolvaag wrote or 
the struggles and achievements of pio­
neers in the northwest; and now in 
Their Fathers' God—a novel about the 
second generation—he continues his 
powerful drama of the pioneer spirit. 

W h e n Peder Holm, a Lutheran Nor­
wegian, marries an Irish Catholic he 
becomes involved in a peculiarly Ameri­
can problem—the problem of the social 
readjustment in a new country of people 
with widely different racial inheritances. 
Wi th the courageous and enterprising 
spirit of his forbears Peder faces society, 
determined to subdue such malignant 
forces as prejudice and stupidity. W h e n 
the book closes he is no longer the im­
pulsive and immature young man who 
blundered into an impossible marriage. 
He has acquired from experience a 
greater power to discriminate between 
illusion and reality. 

This novel, like Mr . Riilvaag's earlier 
ones, displays an extraordinary zest for 
life, and is rich in those moods and emo­
tions which arouse in us the deepest re­
sponses. ROSALIND L E A L E , 

Ghost stories have. 
The Lady Who r ^i. 
cametostay morc often than not, 
Atf?ed^A.̂ Kri'f, $2.50 » sharp clutch upon 

the imagination. This 
is probably akin to the groping after 
the unattainable which fills so large a 
part in the mind's life. Yet most 
ghost stories hinge upon a ghoulish 
climax, a trick to make your blood creep, 
a histrionic moment left forever unex­
plained. Here, on the contrary, in this 
first novel of M r . Spencer's, you have 
ghosts who are valid, who are, over and 
above their tenuous, frail presences, psy­
chologically actual. You can take them 
for symbols of immortality. You can 
take them for the implied influences of 
heredity and environment. O r you can 
meet them face to face, on their own 
footing, as the returned spirits of the 
dead, A lady, Katherine, stricken in mid-
career with a mortal ailment and newly 
widowed, brings Mary, her child, to stay 
with her husband's sisters. In the silence, 
the gloom and the bottled routine of 
this house, there is, at least, security. The 
four old maids who inhabit it, who, if 
they do not awaken it, somehow give it 
an echo of life, these four upright, lonely, 
unbeautiful creatures accept Katherine 
and the child with an unbroken front, a 

Tke Lady o£ Godey's: 
Sara& Josepka Hale 

By Ruth E. Finley 

She believed that women had rights, 
but the first "Lady Editor" was far 
too clever to antagonize her Vic-

, torian audience. An addition to 
A.mericana. 9 colorplates and 24 

[halftones from old prints. $3.50 
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A book that will pay 
for itself in one day's 
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YALE 
America Weighs 

Her Gold 
By James Harvey Rogers 

The book of the moment. 
A forceful analysis of the 
wor ld ' s economic crisis. 
"Searching, convincing." 
New York Times. "The voice 
of a s t r a i g h t - t h i n k i n g , 
s t ra ight- ta lk ing pol i t ical 
economist." Scripps-Howard. 

Price $2.50 

The Pendulum 
of Progress 

By Sir George Young 
Post-war condi t ions and 
reconstruction surveyed in 
a perspective which "cannot 
yet be historic but which can 
at any rate not be hysterical;" 
Novelly il lustrated wi th 
mechanistic diagrams. 

Price $3.00 
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NEW H A V E N • CONNECTICUT 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



Page 316 

^^I lived twice 
Says I R I N A S K A R I A T I N A 

Read her remarkable hook 

A W O R L D 
CAN E N D 
"No scholar of Russia can afford to -
neglect this volume." —Phila. Ledger. 
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reserve beyond which to penetrate proves 
perilous. T h e thrust and ebb of these 
lives, mouldering within dark walls, yet 
furiously, avidly eking adventure from 
such meagre scope, beat on your mind 
with an inexorable reality. Mr . Spencer's 
writing is almost weirdly sensitive. But 
the impetus behind it is no thin, delicate 
apology for vitality. Power lies beneath 
his half-implied phrases and his partially 
defined suggestions. The Lady Who 
Came To Stay will linger as surely in 
your memory as . the gray, troubled 
waters of the ocean continue to beat 
against the sand. 

ViRGiLiA PETERSON ROSS. 

Behind the Blurbs 

Witchcraft. Magic and Alchemy Nea r ly 4OO 
By GriUot de Givry pictures f rom 
Houghton Mifflin, $10.00 ^ 

rare old books 
and prints illustrating every side of this 
always fascinating subject. Here are pic­
tures of the Sabbath, of demons and 
devils and witches, sorcerers and di­
viners engaged in their hellish pursuits, 
diagrams of magic circles and pentacles 
from magicians' books, and symbolic 
drawings of the alchemists. T h e text of­
fers merely some interpretation of the 
pictures. A magnificent book, limited to 
1000 copies for exposure to the lust of. 
possession of the American public. 

W A L T E R R . BROOKS. 

R. DOUGLAS BOWDEN'S 
New Booh 

IN DEFENSE 
OF TOMORROW 

Awarded 
The Soul of America Prize 

Will iam Allen "White, Ida Tarbe l l , Mary Aust in, 
Haml in Gar land and H e n r y Goddard Leach awarded 
this book t h e prize of $3,000 given by J o h n G. Agar 
for the best manuscr ip t on " T h e Soul of America." 

The au thor draws u p an American balance sheet, 
including t h e debits of our critics and t h e credits 
which h e observes. T h e resul t is a sane, clear-sighted 
view of ou r civilization such as every th ink ing 
American should welcome in these chaotic days. 

Just Published—$2.00 at bookstores 

THE MACMILLAN C O M P A N Y , NEW YORK 

Outlook and Independent 

Ivory, Apes and Peacocks 

I F YOU'RE building or remodeling a 

home, you will find in The Better 
Homes Manual nearly 800 pages of in­
formation on planning, financing, build­
ing, furnishing—every phase of building 
and equipping a home, prepared by 
Blanche Halbert, Research Director of 
Better Homes in America. There are 
literally thousands of questions this book 
will answer and discuss for you, from 
how to re-upholster a chair to the selec-. 
tion 'of the proper shade trees, from, 
choosing a building' site to buying a 
kitchen stove—and each section is writ­
ten by an expert. 

^ ^ A N AMUSING new fortune-telling 

book is My Heavens Iy which contains 
simple instructions for charting the 
horoscope of your friends, and rules for 
interpreting them. W e discovered that, 
with the sun in Capricorn at the time of 
our birth, we "are not naturally gay and 
carefree, and the atmosphere surround­
ing us should be as cheerful as possible." 
W e intend to take this up with the 
Editor, suggesting that he move us to a 
large sunny ofiice, and perhaps install a 
radio and an electric refrigerator. Since 
the sun was in Aquarius at the time 
of his birth, he "has a natural love of 
his fellow man, regardless of class or sta­
tion in life," and we are therefore con­
fident that he will have it done. Our 
horoscope casts a: doubt here, though, for 
being a child of the goat, we "are apt to 
be misunderstood." W e have noticed 
that—particularly in our little jokes. 
However—"we are generally in control 
of ourself." Tha t , we think, is true. W e 
seldom lose control except when reading 
Arthur Brisbane or listening to Graham 
MacNamee. , 

^ ^ H A V I N G in the past often suffered 
from egg-beater's cramp, we hail with, 
cries of joy a new and improved ball­
bearing egg-beater which whirls easily 
and smoothly, and which doesn't stick 
so hard at the top of the swing that you 
have to put your foot on it to get it 
started again. 

^ > ^ I F SUCH national monuments as 

the Sears Roebuck catalogue, or issues 
of the great big national magazines are 
borne to your door every so often by 
staggering postmen, there's a capacious 
outdoor mailbox, fifteen and one half by 
three and one half by six inches, that you 
can get for $2.75. This super-mailbox; 
is a sort of arts and crafts affair, and 
comes in old iron, statuary bronze, 
crystal green or antique brass and other 
finishes. 

W A L T E R R . BROOKS. 
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