
etter to Our Readers

Welcome to Policy Review: The
Tournal of American Citizenship

\ olicy Review, the magazine of
r-^The Heritage Foundation, has i

-LL a contemporary new look, a
partial name change, and a historic
new mission: to restore the tradition of
American citizenship by repairing the
institutions of civil society and return-
ing to the core political principles of
our Founding Fathers.

Our new name is Policy Review: The
Journal of American Citizenship. We'll be
publishing six rather than four times a
year. We will focus on the institutions of
civil society—families, communities,
voluntary associations, churches and
other religious organizations, business
enterprises, public and private schools,
local governments—that are solving
problems more effectively than large,
centralized, bureaucratic government.

We think of our mission as "Applied
Tocqueville," in honor of Alexis de
Tocqueville, the French aristocrat who
in 1832 wrote Democracy in America, still
the best book about our country ever
published. Tocqueville described an
America that was the most democratic,
most egalitarian, most religious, most
prosperous, most charitable country
on earth—with limited national gov-
ernment and active citizen involve-
ment in local government. It was an
America of strong families and entre-
preneurial business leadership, an
America where voluntary associations
of citizens were better than politicians
in addressing the problems of their
communities. Policy Review: The Journal
of American Citizenship will study the suc-
cess stories of institutions and civic
leaders today who are carrying on this
tradition.

We believe that the restoration of
civil society is one of the most impor-
tant challenges and opportunities fac-
ing conservatism over the next genera-
tion. Sixty years of liberalism have left
America's social fabric in tatters. The
family, the building block of a compas-
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sionate society, is collapsing. Crime is
robbing America's poor of hope and
killing opportunity in vast sections of
our cities. Public education is prepar-
ing children neither for citizenship in a
free society nor for competition in a
21st-century economy.

Big Government is not the solution
to these catastrophes. But merely dis-
mantling Big Government is not the
answer, either. Conservatives must re-
build families, voluntary associations,
local governments, and other institu-
tions of civil society that will remedy
the ills left untreated by failed liberal
programs.

The return of political powers and
responsibilities from Washington to
smaller units of government will not
automatically bring this about. Liberal
ideas, interest groups, and bureaucrat-
ic structures are even more entrenched
in statehouses and city halls than in the
federal government. Nonprofit chari-
ties have been corrupted by a heavy
dependence on government money.
Many leading charities share the en-
titlement mentality of the welfare state
and, as the United Way and New Era
scandals suggest, are often less ac-
countable than government.

Entirely new institutions will have to
be created. Conservative public poli-
cies can erase the welfare state's incen-
tives for family collapse, but they can-
not put the family back together.
Government cannot build and sustain
healthy marriages, nor teach children
to be hardworking, responsible, and
virtuous. The family will be restored

not by public policy but by private,
character-building institutions that
touch the souls of men and women and
inspire them to be more responsible
husbands, wives, and parents.

Lock-them-up policies in criminal
justice are likewise necessary but insuf-
ficient to address the catastrophe of
crime. The root cause of crime is spiri-
tual, a hardening of the heart that
makes a man or woman indifferent to
the rights of others. The most effective
institutions in criminal justice will
therefore be those that create moral
communities and transform individual
attitudes and behaviors.

The second half of the 19th century
and the early 20th century saw the cre-
ation of the Red Cross, the Boy Scouts,
YMCAs and YWCAs, and countless
other voluntary organizations that
strengthened character and addressed
the failings of their communities.
America is about to enter another such
age, with conservatives at the lead.
Policy Review. The Journal of American
Citizenship will be at the forefront of
this movement, chronicling its success
stories and describing its challenges
and opportunities.

An Invitation to Liberals
We hope many liberals and centrists

will join us in this adventure. Liberals
who have learned from their mistakes
of recent decades have a great deal of
practical wisdom to offer conservatives
who are trying to replace the welfare
state. And conservatives will be most
effective in the coming era of institu-
tion-building if we can harness the
energy, idealism, imagination, and
intelligence of liberals in our cause.
Policy Review: The Journal of American
Citizenship hopes to be a bridge
between conservatives and liberals who
are trying to renew the American
experiment in self-government.

At the same time, we will make clear
the differences between the conserva-
tive and liberal conceptions of civil
society. Unlike liberals, who are mostly
uncomfortable with religion, conserva-
tives follow Tocqueville in seeing reli-
gious fervor as one of the most power-
ful forces for strengthening and sus-
taining civil society. We expect that
many of the great institutions that will
emerge over the next generation will
be founded by churches, synagogues,
mosques, and ecumenical associations
of people of faith. Policy Review: The
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Journal of American Citizenship will fea-
ture a department, "One Nation Un-
der God," that will describe how reli-
gious institutions are repairing Amer-
ica's social fabric.

We also see business as an essential
ally of the citizenship movement. Lib-
erals see nonprofit associations as mor-
ally superior to profitmaking business-
es. Conservatives, by contrast, hold that
the marketplace offers accountability
and incentives for performance that
are frequently missing from die non-
profit world. The most creative answers
to social problems often come from
businesses that can profit by solving
them. A new column, "Blessings of
Liberty," will show the contributions of
economic freedom and marketplace
competition to the regeneration of civ-
il society.

Liberals who claim they want to pro-
mote civil society frequently use gov-
ernment regulation and judicial deci-
sions to achieve the opposite. The
Declaration of Independence accused
King George III of a "long train of
abuses and usurpations" that denied
Americans their fundamental liberties.
Policy Review: The Journal of American
Citizenship will include a department,
"Abuses and Usurpations," that will
detail how federal and state executive
branches, legislatures, and courts are
interfering with civil society by denying
its institutions the freedom to make
basic decisions.

One of our most important depart-
ments, "Home Front," will provide
news and information about organiza-
tions that are working to rebuild the
family. While many liberals are belated-
ly recognizing the importance of
strong families, liberal organizations
such as the Children's Defense Fund
still concentrate on securing govern-
ment funds for single mothers and the
social workers who serve them.
Conservatives hold that children need
loving families more than they need
government money, and "Home Front"
will profile the organizations that are
doing the most to promote responsible
parenthood.

Many other conservative organiza-
tions have dedicated themselves to
advancing civil society. The Capital Re-
search Center, the Manhattan Institute
and its magazine City Journal, the Acton
Institute, the Philanthropy Round-
table, the Hudson Institute, the Reason
Foundation, World magazine, the Insti-

tute for Contemporary Studies, the New
Citizenship Project, American Enterprise
magazine, the Civil Society Project, Fo-
cus on the Family, the Progress and
Freedom Foundation, the National
Center for Neighborhood Enterprise,
and the Cato Institute are just a few of
the organizations doing outstanding
work in this area. Policy Review: The
Journal of American Citizenship will
report on their work, publish articles
by their researchers, announce their
upcoming conferences. Our goal is to
build the American Citizenship move-
ment into one of the most significant
political and cultural movements of the
next generation.

Freedom with Responsibility
Why have we chosen the phrase

"American citizenship" for this move-
ment? Because these words combine
freedom with responsibility. These are
the two great themes of modern con-
servatism, and they build on die best of
the American tradition. Freedom with-
out responsibility cannot endure;
responsibility without freedom cannot
create. The great American experi-
ment in self-government has survived
for more than two centuries and creat-
ed more opportunity for more people
than any other political system because
for most of our history we have empha-
sized both the rights and the responsi-

it appeals to nationalists who want to
restore American patriotism and a
strong sense of American cultural iden-
tity. And the restoration of American
citizenship is an attractive principle for
bringing liberals and centrists into the
conservative fold.

The restoration of American citizen-
ship will also bring our divided country
together. Americans come from all
races, all nationalities, all religions. We
are united in citizenship not by com-
mon ancestry but by a common com-
mitment to the political principles of
the United States: the Constitution, the
rule of law, the rights to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. We are
united, too, by the common duties of
citizenship: These have included the
obligation to protect our country from
foreign enemies, to take care of our
own families, to participate actively in
civic life, to assist our neighbors and
communities when they are needy,
and, in turn, not to take advantage of
our neighbors' generosity when we can
take care of ourselves.

Please join us in the historic mission
of Policy Review. The Journal of American
Citizenship. To the long-time readers of
Policy Review, and especially to you who
have been with us since our beginning
18 years ago, we say: Thank you for
your support and encouragement,
your letters, and your comments on

The restoration of American citizenship is the most important
unifying principle of conservatism

in the post-Cold War era.

bilities of citizenship.
As many observers now argue, this

great experiment is at risk, and the
restoration of American citizenship is
now the most essential requirement for
the renewal of American culture.
Moreover, it is the most important uni-
fying principle of conservatism in the
post-Cold-War era. The principle ap-
peals to libertarians with their empha-
sis on a free society of voluntary, non-
governmental institutions. It appeals to
religious conservatives with their em-
phasis on faith and family and respon-
sibility for the needy. It appeals to
growth-and-opportunity conservatives
who emphasize generosity and eco-
nomic freedom. With its attention to
the common obligations of citizenship,

our articles. You are our most impor-
tant constituency. We believe you will
thoroughly enjoy the newly designed
magazine, and hope you will stay. Our
new mission is based on what you have
said you like most about the old Policy
Review. We are determined to live up to
your standards.

To our new readers, we say: Wel-
come aboard. We need your ideas, we
need your enthusiasm, and we need
your moral energy. Join us in the Amer-
ican citizenship movement, as we offer
the analysis and stories that will help
revive the spirit of American citizen-
ship and work to ensure that govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and
for the people shall not perish from
this earth.
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e the People
A C H R O N I C L E O F A M E R I C A N G E N E R O S I T Y

Hundred-Gallon Hei
1 ^ ight million Americans do-
M nate blood each year, with the

1̂ typical donor giving a pint

by Adam Meyerson

Adam Meyerson is the editor of Policy
Review: The Journal of American
Citizenship.

every seven months. But Mike Hitt, an
electrician from Katy, Texas, visits the
Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center two
times a week to donate plasma and
platelets (blood components that re-
duce internal bleeding among leuke-
mia and other patients). Hitt first gave
blood in 1969 while serving with die
Army Artillery in Vietnam. Since then,
he has donated more than 100 gallons
of blood and blood components—67
times his total blood volume. Nearly a
thousand patients have been aided by
his gifts of life.

Hitt is one of 62 winners of the 1995
Jefferson Awards, given by the Amer-
ican Institute for Public Service. These
prizes honor ordinary people who,
through their volunteer work, are mak-
ing extraordinary contributions to
their communities. The annual awards
ceremony, held in the chambers of die
U.S. Supreme Court, is a reminder of
the greatness of America—a country
where liberty and generosity go hand
in hand, and compassionate citizens

like Hitt, a Texas electrician, has donated more
of blood and blood components—87 his

Nearly 1,000 patients have been by Ms gifts

to retire from her volunteer work for at
least 10 more years.

Other 1995 winners include DWe
Williams of Oklahoma City, a foster
mother who has adopted five children
with special needs, including one boy
born without limbs; Mattie Hill Brown
of Wilson, North Carolina, who feeds
200 hungry people every week in the
soup kitchen she set up in the town's
Masonic lodge; Ken and Twilla Eden,
who dress up as clowns in Boise, Idaho,
to entertain kids widi cancer; 17-year-
old Joshua Mele of Fayetteville, New
York, who designed habitat for and
stocked 4,400 trout in a nearby fishery.
Charles Fortney of Tunnelton, West
Virginia, who has served as a scout mas-
ter (for 46 years), Rotary Club presi-
dent, school-board president, and a
trustee of his local United Methodist

are free to solve community problems
in their own imaginative ways.

The 1995 Jefferson Award winners
range in age from 14-year-old Gustavo
Renteria of San Jose, California, who
teaches English to newly arrived Latino
immigrant children so they don't have
to suffer in bilingual-education classes,
to 106-year-old Billy Earley of Florence,
Arizona, who has volunteered more
than 128,000 hours (equal to 64 years
of a 40-hour work week) since she start-
ed with the American Red Cross mak-
ing bandages for wounded soldiers in
World War I. Mrs. Earley doesn't plan

church, is a walking definition of the
term "pillar of the community."

One of the awards this year is shared
by two brothers, Leslie Colston and Bill
Colston Jr. Both are paramedics certi-
fied in advanced training with the Rivi-
era Volunteer Fire Department outside
Corpus Christi, Texas. These brothers
arrange their schedules so that at every
hour of the day one of them is always
on call and prepared to respond to a
medical emergency. The Colstons are
among the 1.5 million Americans who
provide fire protection and ambulance
service without pay.

The brainchild of Sam Beard, a
developer of low-income communities
and a former aide to Robert Kennedy
who lives in Wilmington, Delaware, die
Jefferson Awards is one of those rare
ventures that draw support from across
the political spectrum. Liberals on the
board include Hollywood lobbyist Jack
Valenti and Senate Minority Leader
Thomas Daschle; conservatives include
William E. Simon, the former treasury
secretary, and R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr., the
editor of the American Spectator. Lib-
erals like to honor nonprofit helpers of
the needy; conservatives like voluntary,
nongovernmental ways to address com-
munity problems.

The awards also mix public service
widi business self-interest, an old Amer-
ican tradition. Nominations come
from local newspapers and TV stations,
which see marketing advantages in cel-
ebrating hometown heroes. WGAL-TV
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, sells corpo-
rate sponsorships for its nominations.
The Indianapolis Star received 150 sug-
gestions from its readers, and more
than 200 Hoosiers, including Governor
Evan Bayh and Mayor Stephen Gold-
smith, attended the paper's lunch hon-
oring its nominees.

Mike Hyland, the executive director
of the Jefferson Awards, has been a TV
reporter and a press secretary on Cap-
itol Hill. "The media and Congress are
cynical institutions obsessed with find-
ing corruption," he says. "What a differ-
ence it is to work for an organization
that looks for heroes."

"I don't deserve this award," said
Mike Hitt, the blood donor non pareil,
as he surveyed the other winners. Oth-
er Jefferson Awardees said the same as
diey learned about him. Thomas Jeff-
erson would disagree. The awards are a
fitting tribute to Jefferson's vision of a
democracy sustained by independent
citizens of energy and character. "I
agree with you," wrote Jefferson to
John Adams, "that there is a natural
aristocracy among men. The grounds
of this are virtue and talents."

For more information, contact
the American Institute for Public
Service, 621 Delaware St., #300, New
Castle, Del. 19720. Phone: 302-323-
9659. E-mail: info@aips.org. The
Institute also has a World Wide Web
site at: http://www.dca.net/aips/
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