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book for temperance advocates in Great Britain-, have supplemented 
that work with a useful discussion of Public Control of the Liquor Traf
fic, being a Review of the Scandinavian Experiment in the Light of 
recent Experience (London, Grant Richards, 1903, xxx, 296 pp.), 
in which critics of the "Gothenburg" or "Norwegian" system of con
trol are answered and reasons are urged in support of the introduc
tion of that system into Great Britain. Although controversial in 
tone, the book gives evidence of careful preparation, and may be com
mended as a convenient summary of the latest information bearing 
upon the topic considered. 

Another doctoral dissertation from the University of Pennsylvania 
of noteworthy excellence is that of Carl Kelsey entitled, The Negro 
Farmer (Chicago, Jennings & Pye, 1903). It embodies a study of 
existing conditions in the South, and its leading purpose is to place in 
a proper light the relation of various phases of negro development to 
Southern geology and geography. The text of the monograph puts in 
some sort of coherency a large number of famihar but rarely so well-
correlated facts; but the distinctive value of the work is an admirable 
series of weU-executed and easily understood maps showing for each 
of the Southern states the distribution of the negroes by counties and 
in reference to the character of the land, the classification of regions 
under the latter head including the metamorphic or piedmont, pine 
hills, pine flats, sand hills, black prairie and alluvial. We know of no 
other maps that can be compared with these for comprehensiveness 
and convenience; and the Ught thrown on the much discussed race 
problem by a mere glance at them almost justifies the demand that 
any one undertaking to talk or write on that problem should, in the 
interest of public order, be required by law to be familiar with them. 
Not the least significant of the facts emphasized by Dr. Kelsey in his 
text.and illustrated by the maps is, that where there are the most ne
groes there are the fewest indications of a race problem. 

An admirable example of close and comprehensive scientific de
scription is The Physical Geography of New York State, by Professor 
Ralph Tarr (New York, The Macmillan Company, 1902). The state 
of New York happens to be a region of peculiar physiographic interest 
on account of the extensive effects of glacial action, which created the 
system of inland lakes, and on account of the great Niagara gorge. 
The description of these and other features leads up to a final chapter 
on the relation of the physiographic features of the state to its indus
trial development. Students of economics could not do better than to 
examine this book, and to study with some care its concluding chapter. 
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To the student of political science much of interest will be found in 
the first two parts of Dr. D. B. Macdonald's Development oj Muslim 
Theology, Jurisprudence and Constitutional Theory (Scribners, 1903). 
These two parts deal respectively with constitutional theory and juris
prudence. The author is very successfuF in applying .the categories 
and terminology of Christian politics and law to the ideas of the Mo
hammedans, but the result is ^n exceedingly queer "system." To par
allel it in West European experience, one must recur to a time a mil
lennium in the past. The sketch makes it clear that Islam has no mes
sage for Christendom to-day in regard to political and legal science. 
At the same time the knowledge of what passes for such science 
among the Mohammedans is bound to be useful to the Christian whose 
mission, whether political or religious, brings him into close relations 
with them. 

German Ambitions, by " Vigilans et ^ q u u s " (New York, G. P. Put
nam's Sons; London, Smith, Elder & Co., 1903, xi, 132 pp.) is a 
book which should never have been written. It is calculated to excite 
hostility and strife where friendship and harmony should reign. It is 
the most contemptible essay yet made to secure the friendship of the 
United States . for Great Britain by exciting hostility to Germany. 
By the concealment of his true name, the author appears to manifest 
his own appreciation of the meanness of his work. 

Mr. John R. Dos Passos's The Anglo-Saxon Century (G. P. Put
nam's Sons, 1903. —xiii, 242 pp.), deals with the same subject as the 
preceding work, but it is written with an altogether different spirit and 
purpose. The author establishes in the most convincing manner the 
proposition that Great Britain and the United States are natural allies 
in working out the problem of world civiKzation; but he does it in a 
spirit of friendship for all nations and does not anywhere attempt to 
play upon the meaner passions of human nature in order to secure 
the end sought. He works out his plan with much particularity and 
presents it quite clearly. A possible criticism is that the author over
looks the fact that an alhance must precede the attainment of the re
sults which he desires. Moreover, Mr. Dos Passos does not touch 
upon one thing which is probably essential to the bringing together of 
Great Britain and the United States; that Germany shall be included 
in the general understanding. Otherwise, Germany would be com
pelled to enter upon an alliance with Russia; and in such an event, she 
would drag the mass of continental Europe with her. Of what use 
would close friendship with Great Britain be to the United States with 
the whole of continental Europe arrayed against those two nations? 
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