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population. One might suppose, then,
that he would suggest American with-
drawal. In fact, he says very little about
this possibility, dismissing it out of hand
because it “would have ominous rever-
berations throughout Asia,” because it
would be “humiliating,” and because of
our “moral obligations” to those whom
we have supported and encouraged. The
argument is hardly convincing. OQur
moral obligations, such as they may be,
can be met by resettling those whom
Schlesinger describes as the ‘“‘Franken-
stein’s monsters we delight in creating in
our client countries,” and their cohorts,
say, in Arizona. The “humiliation” of
withdrawal hardly compares with the
national disgrace of a policy of scorched
earth and mass murder. It is difficult to
imagine anything more “ominous” for
backward Asia than a permanent mili-
tary presence of the sort we are rapidly
constructing on the borders of China.
Schlesinger’s “middle course” is one
that, if successful, will leave the United
States as dominant as it is in the Philip-
pines, hardly an attractive prospect. If
anything will lead this nation to “defile
its oldest ideals and disgrace itself in the
eyes of the world and its own posterity,”
it is a willingness to tolerate any bar-
barism, so long as it can succeed, and to
raise our twitters of protest only when
total victory seems beyond our grasp.

Noam Chomsky, Professor of Linguistics
at M.1.T., is the author of Cartesian Lin-
guistics (Harper & Row).

Reviewed by Peter Collier

FRIENDSHIP AND FRATRICIDE by Meyer
Zeligs. New York : Viking. 482 pp. $7.95.

SURPRISINGLY, neither the trau-
Q matic pre-McCarthy years which
made Alger Hiss’s trial no more
than the opening cannonade for the

wholesale bloodletting which was to fol-
low, nor the endless stream of apologet-

ics re-agonizing the respective positions
in the case, have sent it to oblivion. No
longer a cause célébre, it continues to be
evocative, possessing the relentless ap-
peal of an unsolved murder. And one
always senses that the clashing forces—
forces for which Whittaker Chambers
and Alger Hiss were in so many ways
little more than symbols—are so dicho-
tomized and so obviously re-enacting a
genuine American social ritual, even to-
day, that the case has symmetry and a
continuing relevance. The myth it em-
bodies is less wholesome but no less
crucial to our cultural life than the steely-
eyed sheriff drawing last but straightest.

Friendship and Fratricide shifts the
focus on the case from politics to psycho-
analysis. The author, Dr. Meyer Zeligs,
is a practicing San Francisco psychiatrist
who spent six years assembling and
evaluating the data for his book. One
thing is quite clear from the outset:
Zeligs is a professional incapable of the
amateurishness and monumental pigque
characterizing the Freud-Bullitt study of
Woodrow Wilson, with which his book
will inevitably be compared. Whatever
its flaws, Friendship and Fratricide will
have to be considered as a serious at-
tempt to make psycho-biography yield
new insights into one of the most obscure
cases in modern American history.

Ultimately Zeligs sides with Hiss in
the conflict and accords him something
approaching special treatment, but he
does so, one senses, because that position
happens to be the logical result of an
inquiry conducted along those lines usu-
ally termed ““scientific.”

Whittaker Chambers— obese, brilliant,
shabby, every inch an underground man
living out his own Dostoevskian night-
mare—is the prime mover in the open-
ended drama Zeligs attempts to unravel.
Known best for his destructiveness, this
mysterious man, the most celebrated in-
former since Quisling, was once charac-
terized by Malcolm Cowley as the poten-
tially great literary genius of this century.
Any talent he might have had, however,
is hidden by his heavy-handed efforts as
a senior editor at Time, by the saccharine
pages of the works— Witness and Cold
Friday—that followed his recantation,
and by the neurotic juvenilia Zeligs ex-
humes from Chambers’ undergraduate
days at Columbia.

There is, however, abundant creativity
in the way Chambers molded reality,
forcing it into a dramatic coherence
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which exalted him as a tragic hero—a
combination of Willy Loman and Young
Werther— perennially beset by malignant
forces ranging from the entire social
order to the Communist Party apparatus
he purported to serve. It was primarily
in his life acts that Chambers availed
himself of the artist’s prerogative to re-
vise, alter and embellish, as Zeligs’
analysis of his strangely contradictory
testimony before HUAC shows.

If we relied on Chambers’ articulated
reasoning for his acts— his participation
in the communist underground as well
as his final compulsion to recant—he
would remain forever opaque. For
Zeligs shows him to be a more likely in-
habitant of fiction than fact, a man
whose acts successfully evaded the dis-
cernible cause and effect thought to
circumscribe human behavior. He dis-
turbs us for much the same reason that
Coleridge was puzzled by lago: his ar-
ticulated motivation is inadequate as an
explanation for his malignant acts.

Zeligs’ premise is based on the fact
that Chambers’ peculiar acts in his adult
life were dictated by a birth-trauma
which became translated into an obses-
sive need to undergo symbolic deaths
and re-births, a syndrome which often
fed off other people, particularly those
reminiscent of his brother, Richard.
Zeligs carefully traces Chambers’ furtive
adolescent escapes from home and shows
how they always resulted in the establish-
ment of a new identity, as did the long,
imaginative series of aliases he created
for himself during his life as ostensible
communist courier for stolen state se-
crets. Zeligs also underscores the insub-
stantialities of Chambers’ descriptions
of his communist activities and the
weakness in his Iater rationalizations
that anything which seemed bizarre in
his behavior was actually dictated by his
profession as spy.

Coincidental with the birth-trauma in
Chambers’ unconscious was a fratricidal
impulse directed originally at his brother.
Handsome, athletic, definitely hetero-
sexual, Richard Chambers was in every
way Whittaker’s antithesis. By implica-
tion, Chambers coveted Richard’s per-
sonality as exactly that which isolated
him from the parental favor he imagined
his brother enjoying. But Richard was
no less victimized than his brother by a
chaotic and irregular family life, and had
far fewer imaginative resources to com-
bat anomie ; he eventually killed himself.
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Give him
his daily bread

OMAR EMILIO NINO, COLOMBIAN,
AGE 5. One of six children. Father ill.
Works as shoemaker occasionally. Earns
about $30 a month. Mother lame. Sur-
gery four times. Leg in cast now. Live in
one room. Barely furnished. Brick floor.
Cardboard ceiling. No facilities. Wash
clothes in public washing place. Diet lim-
ited. No meat or milk. Children under-
nourished. Parents sick with worry over
children they cannot adequately shelter,
feed and clothe. Help to Omar means
help to entire family.

Thousands of children as needy as Omar anx-
jously await “adoption” by you or your group.
Choose a boy or girl from Greece, South Korea,
Viet Nam, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Colombia,
Ecuador or Peru. Your child and his family receive
$8 a month of your money in cash as well as medical
care, blankets, household equipment, clothing—and
education. EVERY PLAN CHILD MUST ATTEND
SCHOOL. You receive a case history and photo-
graph. Each month you write and receive a letter
(original and translation). Learn how your “adop-
tion” benefits the entire family. Soon, through the
regular letters and progress reports, you and your
child develop a warm, loving relationship.

PLAN is a non-political, non-profit, non-sectarian, independent relief organization,
approved by the United States Government, registered under No. VFA019 with the Advisory
Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid of the Agency for International Development and
filed with the National Information Bureau and the National Better Business Burean in
New York. We eagerly offer our financial statement upon request becanse we are so pround
of the handling of our funds.
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7280. THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SLEEP. David Foulkes. A survey
of the latest research on psychological aspects of sleep, causes
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This fate, according to Zeligs, is exactly
what Chambers unconsciously wished
for his brother and sought to promote in
small ways. Richard fulfilled his fratri-
cidal tendencies for him, allowing Cham-
bers to shuffle off the coil of his own
burdensome mortality and be reborn as
the idealized brother. A pattern, with
Richard’s role open to any number of
surrogates, was set up, becoming the
predicate on which Chambers’ adult be-
havior was based.

Hiss, says Zeligs, was one such surro-
gate, whose own psychic life made him
particularly vulnerable to Chambers.
For he was a compulsive good guy, a
“caretaker” whose own early family
traumata had made him overly proper
and too solicitous. He claimed, when
first accused by Chambers of being the
highest-placed and most unregenerate of
communist agents, that he had known
his assailant only briefly, some 13 years
earlier, as George Crosley. He contended
that their relationship had been casual,
terminating abruptly when Chambers
became too much of a sponge.

But Chambers (who, Zeligs says, com-
pulsively collected “life-preservers” in
case his precarious existence should be
threatened) had tucked away a wealth of
anecdotes about Hiss, his habits and
family life. They provided juicy and tell-
ing testimony. Denying vehemently that
he had ever been even remotely asso-
ciated with communism, Hiss challenged
Chambers to make his accusations out-
side the sanctuary of HUAC. He did,
Hiss sued for libel, astonishing new evi-
dence kept appearing throughout the
trial (Zeligs suggests that Chambers was
continually “primed” by the FBI), and
Hiss was finally convicted of perjury.

Zeligs’ portrait of Hiss is of a man
good to a flaw, an American Adam, a
new world innocent vulnerable to the
machinations of any Caliban. He could
have stepped out of the pages of Horatio
Alger, raising himself by the bootstraps
of unlimited promise inherent in the
American dream to finally take a promi-
nent place beside Roosevelt at Yalta and
at the founding of the U.N.In Horatio
Alger, the American dream is limitless
and always inviting; in the fall of Alger
Hiss, it is revealed as bankrupt, ending
finally in disgrace and penury.

Zeligs’ book interprets the Hiss affair
with a new twist. But it will ultimately
quiet none of the uneasiness which sur-
rounds the case. The effect of his recon-
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struction of the personality of Chambers,
which at first seems quite convincing, is
diminished when Hiss is not accorded
the same rigorous treatment. The dual-
ity, therefore, becomes a little too
Manichean, too perfect, too lacking in
discriminating gray.

Still, Friendship and Fratricide should
win a niche in the enduring mystery. Hiss
partisans will enlist it gladly as an ex-
cellent rhetorical ally against Chambers
and his ilk, and the investigating Goths
of HUAC. The literary establishment
will damn it with faint praise, pointing
out that it establishes neither Hiss’s in-
nocence nor Chambers’ guilt, that Cham-
bers—unlike Hiss, who submitted to a
long-distance variety of analysis—re-
fused to communicate with the author,
that Zeligs’ analysis, resting on Cham-
bers’ literary remains, is often overly
imaginative. Richard Nixon may pri-
vately whine about the way the book
makes him seem overly zealous to prove
that Hiss (or anyone else) was a com-
munist. William Buckley, Chambers’
Boswell, will launch anathemas against
Zeligs, sublime in their arrogance, from
his pulpit in The National Review.

But whatever pettifoggery that Friend-
ship and Fratricide inspires should not
obscure the real accomplishments of its
author: his narrative is fascinating as a
species of literary-scientific detective
work, and in the main, it is a serious at-
tempt to make psychiatric technique, so
fruitful for Erik Erikson in Young Man
Luther, relevant also to a reconstruction
of the dark, clammy places in history.
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“...Thisbook could well arouse
the public and provide the force
which gets the Congressional
machinery moving.”

—Rep. Thomas B. Curtis (R-Missouri)
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Read this big book (with many photographs) about the heroic American part in the
Spanish Civil War. This is the struggle that roused, as never before, the feelings of
men throughout the world: Hemingway, who wrote one of his greatest novels—
FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS; Picasso, who painted one of the masterpieces

of all time—GUERNICA; Andre Mairaux, who fought along with 40,000 volunteers
from the world over; an endless chronicle of heroes and desperate struggles
against the proving ground of Hitler’s blitzkrieg—of the first bloody movement

of German and Italian fascism toward World War Il. :

- waited fOr 3,300 Americans
volunteering to fight the fight for freedom.

Here, in moving text and poignant photography, is an almost unbelievable
story of courage, conviction and human dignity. 1,600 of the 3,300 Americans,
forming the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, were killed in Spain. Everyone of the
remainder left their blood on Spanish soil—most wounded 2 or 3 times.

This is their story, often told in their own words, letters and diaries and taped
interviews to bring to life this noble and tragic time . . . this time that was so
ominously the prelude to World War II.

The author, Arthur H. Landis, was himself a volunteer who fought and was
wounded in the campaigns of Aragon and Teruel. Landis brings a vividness to the
story that can only come from an unusual creative skill and a searing experience.

Read how the brigade was formed, of the men
and women who joined it and of how they bravely
fought the fascists in the cruel baptism of fire at
Jarama in February 1937 to those last terrible days
in 1938 when both the image of freedom and the
Ebro front collapsed.
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THE CITADEL PRESS,
Dept. R47, 222 Park Avenue S., N.Y,, N.Y. 10003

Please send me a copy of THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN
BRIGADE by Arthur H. Landis @ $10.00 (postpaid).
Enclose ] Check [J Money Order. If not completely
satisfied, | may return the book within ten days for fuli

THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE is a great book
about great Americans fighting for the most valued

of all principles—freedom—against impossible odds. refund.

It is a book that will make all Americans proud.

It is a book every American will want to read and NAME

to own. If you don't agree with us that this is one of ADDRESS

the great and memorable books, then return it within

10 days for a complete refund. At all bookstores, cITY STATE___ ZIPCODE_______

$10, or send this coupon. Add 5% city sales tax for New York City residents
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[PRIDE & OWNERSHIP? NO. 2]

This message is mostly for Doctors:

If you have to spend all of your time
fixing people, how can you spare the time
to fix your car?

By leasing a new PonTiac from us
you are assured of continual transportation,
free of down-time.

If something goes wrong,

just drive into our offices

and trade it temporarily for another.
No charge;

when it is fixed we’ll trade back.

For you non-doctors:
Unless your hobby is fixing automobiles,
doesn’t this arrangement make sense to you?

* A 1967 Bonneville, or any other Pontiac that takes your fancy.

* At NORTHEAST LEASING. In Massachusetts we are located at 874 Commonwealth Avenue, Bost:
In Connecticut, at 625 New Park Avenue, West Hartford.
[ You might even mention this advertisement if you are so inclined. ]



