
Letters: 
ARABS & JEWS 

SIRS : Bravo for "Arabs & Jews: An Edi
torial" [July 1967]. RAMPARTS' objectiv
ity is hard to achieve on an issue about 
which nobody else is even trying to be 
objective. As a member of the pre
dominantly Jewish faculty of a high 
school on the Lower East Side, I have 
heard many a discussion which saddened 
me from the point of view that, however 
objective one's thinking ordinarily, there 
is no case where he can safely assume 
that he is so, without first looking to see 
if there are any emotional prejudices 
hiding behind his logical arguments! 

How amazing that so many larger 
questions of international affairs are, at 
bottom, very personal. Wherever there 
is tension, there is a responsibility on 
both sides to use reason to overcome the 
tension, whether it is in the Middle 
East or here, in the everyday personal 
encounters between Jews and non-Jews. 

MRS. JOHN BENDER 

New York City 

SIRS: Allow me to congratulate you on 
your editorial of July. It is undoubtedly 
one of (if not the) best editorials to have 
appeared in the American press dealing 
with the Arab-Israeli conflict. It has 
demonstrated an accurate and objective 
grasp of the magnitude and ramifica
tions of the issue. It was indeed most 
heartwarming to see that at long last, 
someone was willing to raise the voice of 
reason and truth in a press where 
prejudice and hypocrisy remain the 
prevalent character. 

ISMAIL SERAGELDIN 

Organization of Arab Students 
New York City 

SIRS : How distressing it is to find RAM
PARTS indulging in the vague cold-war 
gobbledy-gook so popular today (re: 
"Arabs & Jews," an editorial). Yes, per
haps the European Jews were hunted and 

destroyed at one time, but how long must 
we hear this as an excuse for every kind 
of crime? It looks painfully like the so-
called persecuted Puritans of the 17th 
century (I wonder if they thought God 
had given this land to them?) who es
caped to the North American continent 
only to begin systematically killing the 
(indigenous) Indians and running them 
off the land. Over whose dead bodies did 
God give Israel to the Jews? 

KAY L . JACOBY 

New York City 

SIRS: Abdul Nasser's latest quote from 
the recent Arab summit is, "All Arab re
sources are now to be mobilized, and the 
remnants of colonialism and Zionism 
will be destroyed." 

Nasser has been talking like this for 
over ten years. Yet, when he closed off 
Israel's outlet to the Indian Ocean and 
began mobilizing his Army on the Is
raeli border, and when the Syrian Arabs 
sent yet another—this time larger and 
more murderous than usual—company 
offedayeen into Israel, and Israel finally, 
after years of forbearance, small scale 
reprisals, and complaints to the U.N., 
undertook to defend itself against all of 
these, still RAMPARTS can find it in its 
editorial heart to say, "Israel resorted to 
preemptive war." Which can only mean 
you do not consider a blockade to be an 
act of aggression. 

By this standard RAMPARTS loses its 
New Left credentials, since even it is now 
seen to have a limit beyond which it will 
not call a spade a spade. 

R. GREENGARD 

Long Beach, California 

SIRS: I read your July issue with great 
interest. Unfortunately, I think that in 
all the articles dealing with Israel, you 
confused reality with dreams (except for 
the historical sections, which made up 
the bulk of those articles). Israel is a fact; 
as such, it needs no justification. The 
same applies to the attitudes of the Arab 
states to Israel. 

As to the "Arab" point of view, the 
most common mistake is to confuse 
Arab states and the Palestinian refugees. 
No one has ever asked them what they 
want. They are always spoken for. And 
the sad fact is that no one knows what 
they want. Do they want to return to 
Palestine, or are they willing to settle for 
monetary reparations? Do they want an 
independent Arab Palestine, a federation 
with Israel, or a bi-national state? These 
are the people with whom Israel must 
bargain first. 

It must, however, be admitted that 
neither side has really tried to achieve 
peace. Here, two brands of nationalism 
are in direct conflict. The Arab brand is 
obvious; the Israeh is not recognized 
abroad. Nevertheless, it is just as real, 
and perhaps even more fanatic, at least 
among several groups. I do not, at pres
ent, believe that Israel will return any of 
the conquered areas. And at present no 
Arab leader has the perhaps foolhardy 
courage to attempt making peace with 
Israel. Only time, I believe, can lead to 
a solution, but time may be running out 
for Israel. The death toll in the Sinai 
campaign was less than 200; this time it 
was 800. What will it be in the next 
round? So it is that Israel must show 
more of a willingness to make peace. 

Otherwise, Jerusalem is going to be 
one hell of a great city. I wish I didn't 
feel guilty about it. 

SHNEOR SHERMAN 

Jerusalem, Israel 

SIRS: I. F. Stone's article, "The Future 
of Israel" [RAMPARTS, July 1967] is the 
best that has appeared on the subject in 
the entire American press. His plea for 
Jewish-Arab understanding is unan
swerable. He ends on a false note, how
ever, when he implies that Israel can 
presently alter its relations to the Arab 
world if it tries hard enough. 

Israel has few options. Faced with an 
unbroken wall of hostility on the Arab 
and Soviet side, it clings to its so-called 
friendship with the United States (for its 
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The Theatre Recording Society invites you The Theatre Recording Society invites you to take 
the David Merrick presentation of the Royal Shakespeare Company in 

Now enjoy the greatest works of 
tkeatre from Skakespeare to 

Tennessee Williams in original cast 
recordings you will treasure forever. 

To receive at once your uncut original 
cast recording of M A R A T / S A D E — o n 

three t2-inch longpiaying records — mail 
the coupon below. This $18.85 retail value 
is yours as a free gift to introduce you to 
the benefits of membership in the Theatre 
Recording Society. 

Broadway startled by 
new kind of drama 

If you were lucky enough to 
be a first-nighter at M A R A T / 
S A D E you will never forget 
the shattering force with 
which this play hit the un
suspecting theatregoer. Even 
c r i t i c s e m e r g e d v i s i b l y 
whitened—and called it the 
most soul-shaking experience 
of their professional careers. 

Now this exciting adven
ture in "total theatre" has 
been captured for all time 
on superb longpiaying rec
ords. Here in turbulent drama, wry politi
cal satire, and bawdy Brechtian song is the 
seething lunatic asylum at Charenton, pre
sided over by the most fascinating lunatic 
of all — the Marquis de Sade. And every 
volt of opening-night electricity is now 
brought to your living room—by the same 
inspired cast that brought it to the Broad
way stage. The full texl of the play will be 
included, handsomely bound as a separate 
volume. 
Great plays, recorded by great stars, for those 

who love and appreciate great theatre. 
As a member of the Theatre Recording 
Society you will have an opportunity to 

The finest players of our time 

Jessica Tandy 

collect the world's greatest plays by Soph
ocles, Shakespeare, Ibsen, Shaw, Chekhov, 
Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller, Jean 
Genet and other masters of drama. Fea
tured performers include Laurence Olivier, 
John Gielgud, Julie Harris, Ralph Rich

ardson, Judith Anderson, 
Lee J. Cobb, Siobhan Mc-
Kenna, Paul Scofield and 
many others among the most 
important stars of our time. 
Each complete play will be 
beautifully boxed and con
tain a lavishly illustrated 
Production Folio with notes 
by eminent authorities. 

Members pay only the Society's 
low price-and save 33y3% 

Though Society recordings 
sell for up to $24.80 per set 
at retail, members pay only 
the low price of just over 
$4.00 per record plus ship

ping and handling. Your only obligation is 
to accept as few as four plays over the next 
two years from the many offered. There is 
no extra charge for Stereo. 

Claim your free MARAT/SADE -
retail value $18.85 

Mail the coupon to receive your free 
3-record set of M A R A T / S A D E plus your 
first Society selection (chosen from cou
pon) for which you will be billed later. If 
not completely delighted, you may return 
the shipment within 10 days and your trial 
membership will be cancelled without obli
gation. Mail the coupon today. 

A L S O F R E E if you act promptly 
James Joyce's U L Y S S E S " , , , the solilo
quies of Molly Bloom and Leopold Bloom" 
read by SIOBHAN McKENNA and E. G, 
MARSHALL 

RETAIL $ r 9 5 12-inch 33'/3 RPM 
PRICE longpiaying record 

Montgomery Clift 

"^ THEATRE RECORDING SOCIETY R 107 
400 Communily Drive. Manhasset. L. I., N.Y. 11030 

Please send my free 3-record MARAT/SADE ($18.85 retail 
value). Also send my first Society selection (chosen from 
those listed below) for which you will bill me later—and 
enroll me as a trial member. In addition to ray first selec
tion, my only obligation is to accept as few as four plays 
over the next two years at the Society's low price of just 
over $4.00 a record plus shipping and handling. If not 
completely delighted with MARAT/SADE I may return 
introductory shipment within 10 days and my membership 
will be cancelled without obligation. 
— Canadian and foreign prices slightly higher. 
I—I FREE: Include the $5.95 LP record album of James 

Joyce's ULYSSES as my bonus for prompt action. 

I Name 

I Address_ 

I City _State_ - Z i p . 
PJeasc send rcLords in • Mono D Stereo 

I have checked my first Society selection below: 
n Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams. Tletail price $12.90. 

My price only $8,90 plus shipping and handling. 
n Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller. Retail price $lS.f^5. 

My price only $1-2.90 plus sliippiiig and handling. 
• Caesar and Cleopatra by Bernard Shaw, Retail price !E12.90. 

My price only $8.90 plus shipping and handling. T R S ' S A 
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arms and material and diplomatic sup
port), which in turn seeks to use Israel 
as a catspaw of its oil and cold war 
diplomacy. 

BERT COCHRAN 

New York City 

SIRS: AS an ex-student of both Michael 
Walzer and Martin Peretz ["Israel is not 
Vietnam," RAMPARTS, July 1967], I 
would like to dispute their apology for 
Israel and their hypothetical argument 
for American intervention on Israel's 
behalf. Like nearly all of the intellectual 
Left, both Jewish and non-Jewish, they 
have allowed their admittedly under
standable "emotional loyalties" to over
come the anti-colonialist principles which 
they would otherwise support. 

While the factual settings of the Viet
namese and Middle Eastern wars are 
obviously different, in basic ways "Israel 
is Vietnam" for the U.S. The authors 
attempt to draw a number of distinctions 
between the two situations, all of which 
seem to me to fail to distinguish. 

For instance, they argue that the 
Middle East war, unlike the Vietnamese, 
is not a civil war. Both wars are civil and 
in parallel, although not identical fash
ions. In each case cease-fire lines have 
been drawn on the basis of outside de
terminations which have not been ac
cepted as valid by the indigenous 
populations. 

Then, the authors assert that they are 
against any peacetime blockade. Calling 
the Egyptian action a "blockade" as
sumes that Egypt has no right under 
international law to do what it did. 
Egypt probably did have that right. 

The authors argue that Israel is not 
imperialistic because it was not created 
with the support of the "so-called im-
periahst powers." Israel is imperialistic 
because it is the creation of Europeans 
who took non-European territory by 
force of arms from the local inhabitants. 
This occurred with the continuing finan
cial and political support of European 
and American Zionists. It seems clear 
that Israel could never have been created 
by non-European Jews, who lacked the 
essential technology. 

JOHN C . GRAY JR. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

SIRS: Messrs. Walzer and Peretz deserve 
pity. Israeli actions in recent weeks un
dercut almost every line of their poor 
apologia. 

It seems that Israel is too much of a 
"bad faith" not only to the anti-Semitic 
"right," but also to the guilt-complexed 
Western "left." As for the Western Jew
ish community—the right, left, center, 
top and bottom—all are glued up with 
the "mystical Jewishness" whose irra
tionality surprises even a philistine. 

BiLAYET HOSSAIN 

Norman, Oklahoma 

STILL, THE HIPPIES 

SIRS : My son Stan (Mouse) tells me his 
beautiful features were on the cover of 
your March issue. Incidentally, he has 
his mother's hair (he will have to braid 
his soon) and here is the proof: 

STAN MILLER, SR. 

Livonia, Michigan 

SIRS : May I ask that you allow me space 
in your letters column to disassociate 
myself from the article on the Hippies 
which appeared in the March issue? 

I was not consulted on the article, did 
not contribute to it in any way whatso
ever, despite being listed in your credits, 
and wish to make it clearly understood 
that I bear no responsibility for it. 

RALPH J. GLEASON 

Berkeley, California 

THE MILITARY 

SIRS: We read Don Duncan's article 
"Sanctuary" in the May RAMPARTS with 
no small interest, since more than a few 
of our fellow G.I.'s have told us that they 
had seriously considered emigrating to 
Canada to avoid the draft. In a way it is 
a pity that so many young men flee the 
country rather than enter the Army and 
organize against the war. Although our 
efforts to build an anti-imperialist move
ment among the other soldiers have 
caused us to lose our former job qualifi
cations (one of us, awaiting appointment 
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If you think sex is a four-letter word, 
Evergreen Review is not for you 

We're not for your maiden aunt in Minne
apolis. But we may, just may, be for you. 

Evergreen Review is published by Grove 
Press, the people who first brought out the 
complete Lady Chatterley's Lover in this 
country. We made it possible for you to read 
the works of Henry Miller and the Marquis 
de Sade without smuggling them back from 
Europe. We publish Beckett, Pinter, Robbe-
Grillet , Burroughs, Selby (Last Exit to 
Brooklyn) and Berne (Games People Play). 

We represent a new freedom in American 
publishing and a new sophistication in read
ing taste. Our readers do not automatically 
buy best-sellers or rush off to the latest mu
sical comedy on Broadway. They don't keep 
expensive books on their coffee tables, either. 
They enjoy reading that is honest, powerful, 
stimulating and adult. And that's what they 
get in Evergreen Review* — the most tuned-
in, provocative and pioneering magazine in 
print. A 12-issue subscription to Evergreen 
costs only $9 ($3 less than the newsstand 
price) and gives you, in addition to a great 
magazine, the following benefits . . . 
• As a unique introductory bonus, you'll imme

diately receive two free books — any two of the 
original Grove Press editions in coupon at 
right. The retail value of your books, depend
ing on your choices, can total up to $27.50. 

• Membership in the Evergreen Club — the most 
exciting and uninhibited new reading club in 

the world. As a club member, you'll be entitled 
to generous discounts on great "inside" literary 
works (many of which are available only in 
emancipated bookstores) . Each month we'll 
send you a bulletin describing a new book 
which we feel you might like to have. Along 
with the bulletin, we'll include a self-addressed 
card. If you want the book, you don't have to 
do anything. If you don't want it, simply mail 
back the card. The bulletin also lists other ex
citing selections that are available at special 
prices. You can buy any of these books, all of 
them, or none of them. You'll never be re
quired to buy a single book. Ever. 

• T h i n k a b o u t i t : Y o u s u b s c r i b e t o Evergreen for 

12 issues a t t h e l o w r a t e of $9, a n d g e t t w o f ree 

b o o k s w o r t h its m u c h as $27 .50 — p l u s m e m b e r 

s h i p in t h e E v e r g r e e n C l u b — p l u s s p e c i a l p r i c e s 

o n b o o k s w h i c h m a y n e v e r s h o w u p i n y o u r 

c o r n e r b o o k s t o r e — p l u s t h e r i g h t t o say " n o " 

t o a l l f u t u r e b o o k s w e m a y r e c o m m e n d t o 

y o u . 

I n t e r e s t e d ? 

M a i l t h e c o u p o n . 

* T h e cu r r en t issue of Evergreen inc ludes new Bction 
by J ames Purdy , H u b e r t Selby, Jr. , a n d Floyd Salas 
. , . Seymour Kr im o n t h e newspaper as l i t e r a t u r e , . . 
Nat Hentoff looking at peace protes ts a n d asking, 
"Are they self- therapy?" . . , Pa r t I I of the explosive 
Hell 's Angels ' chronic le . Freewheelin Frank . . . Greg
ory Corso's recollections of his ch i ldhood . . . p lus 
famed San Francisco poet Lenore Kandel , P a u l Black
bu rn , Michael O 'Donoghue ' s keyhole view of a beau
tiful bevy of Gridiron Maidens after a h o t game , in 
l iving color . . . and m u c h more . 

E V E R G R E E N R E V I E W , Dept. EC-S 80 Univenitr Place, New York, N.Y. 10003 
Gen t l emen : Please en te r m y subscr ip t ion to Evergreen Review for 12 Issues 
( b i - m o n t h l y ) . T h i s au tomat ica l ly makes me a m e m b e r of the Evergreen 
C lub — gives me the chance to buy special books at generous d iscounts (with 
no obl iga t ion to buy any) — a n d ent i t les me immedia te ly to the two free 
gifts I have checked below. 

• Enclosed is my check for $9. n Please bill me-

• My Secret Life. Anonymous Vic
torian gentleman's famous sexual 

memoirs. Deluxe giant papcrbound ed,, 
(10" X 13"), complete and uncut, boxed. 
Retail $9.50 

• Garnet People Play. Eric Berne, 
M.D. Renowned psychiatrist re

veals our unconscious gamesmanship. 
The bestseller of the decade. Retail $5.00 

• Naked Lunch. W i l l i a m Bur
roughs. "The only American nov

elist living today who may conceivably 
be possessed by genius." — Norman 
Mailer. Retail J6.00 

• Story of O. Pauline R^age. "Re
l a t e s the p r o g r e s s i v e , wi l l fu l 

debasement of a young and beautiful 
Parisian fashion photographer." — New 
York Times. Retail $6.W) 

• Two books count as one: Harriet 
Marwood, Governess. Anony

mous. A modern undcrgro'jnd classic 
with overtones of Sacher-Masoch. Retail 
$5.00 PLUS: Some Limericks. Norman 
Doughs. A new edition of the famous, 
privately printed collection. Retail $4,00 
(Combined retail $9.00) 

• Aubrey Beardtley: Selected 
Drawings. A superb collection, in

cluding the suppressed Lysisirata series. 
9^S'' X I I H " . Retail $10 

• IZO Days of Sodom and other 
Writings. The Marquii de Sade. A 

shocking work Sade considered hli mas
terpiece. Retail $15 

• Two books count as one: Vnder 
the Hill. Aubrey Beardsley & | o h n 

Glassco. Beardslcy's only novel, written 
in his cxQuisite pictorial style, completed 
by Canadian novelist John Glassco. Re
tail $3.95. PLUS: The Image. Jean de 
Berg. A frankly erotic loVe story similar 
in style and theme to Story of O. Retail 
$5.00 (Combined retail $8.95) 

• The Olympia Reader. Maurice 
Gjrodias. Ed. Some of the finest 

writing ever censored! Retail $12-30 

• Macbird - two long-playing rec
ords of Barbara Carson's lensa-

tional Off-Broadway hit, complete with 
the original Village Gate cast. (Both 
records count as one selection). Retail 
$9.50 

N a m e , . . 

Address.. 

City.. .Zip . , 

I II 
evergreen 
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KLH launches an inquiry into ''Subjective Value.'' 

(SURVEY) 
Question #1 
How much would you pay to keep 
your wife one more year? 

DO YOU REMEMBER the game kids used 
to play in school where you were asked how 
much money it would take to get you to sell 
your country's secrets? (Assuming no tor
ture.) Or your dog? 

It was a way of thinking about the value 
you really placed on a thing. 

One of the first things you learned was that 
"features" had very little to do with it. (For 
example, if your country had had 20 more 
rivers, or your dog's tail wagged at 86 Per 
Minute—six less than an "average" dog's— 
the answer would hardly have changed.) 

When KLH began making stereo equip
ment ten years ago, our founders (K., L., and 
H.) noticed that grownup manufacturers 
talked as though features had everything to 
do with value. We hated that. We still do. 

"Feature:" Injecting 380 horsepower into 
cars that have no plausible market save those 
who commute back and forth over the Bonne
ville Salt Flats. 

Or Again: Advertising 300 watts of power 
in a high priced stereo console unit to give it 
the appearance of value. (Neglecting to men
tion that large numbers of watts have nothing 
to do with hearing the music accurately, or 
even loudly, both of which depend on what 
kind of equipment you've squeezed the watts 

into. 35 watts in good equipment will do far 
better.) 

42-22-36 
To define worth solely in terms of features 
is like determining the "market value" of a 
wife from her height, age, weight, width of 
smile, tendency to suntan evenly, and the 
number of pounds of food she is capable of 
cooking up in an evening. 

It's true enough we all like to have some
thing explicit to help our thinking. Even 
Consumer Reports will sometimes find itself 
detailing competitive features and statistics; 
akin to Playboy's 42-22-36 ratings. 

But studying the centerfold and accom
panying data simply doesn't give us all the 
information we really need. What does? Well, 
probably nothing short of a few years in the 
same l;ouse together. 

BASEBALL PLAYER 
Packard had it right, way back in the twen
ties, when its advertising rested on the confi
dent slogan "Ask The Man Who Owns One." 

(It was a new kind of "testimonial" but it's 
been watered down since. How is a man today 
to depend on testimonials to choose, say, his 
cigarette brand when dozens of equally 
beloved baseball players can't get together 
about which is best?) 
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Still, the principle of determining value 
through testimonials makes very good sense: 

Economists, for instance, say value can be 
understood as "some measure of the sense of 
loss one experiences after being deprived of 
a commodity or service," or, ask the man who 
owns one how much he'd dislike losing it. 
(The boy contemplating his dog's worth fig
ured it out the same way.) 

Any other way of measuring value, like 
establishing a ratio between features and 
price, is at best only a guess, made before any
one could possibly know. 

DEPRIVED OF YOUR WIFE 
What we propose, then, is a technique of mea
suring the sense of loss as a way of thinking 
about "Subjective Value;" i.e., what a com
modity means to someone who has it. 

So. Assume for a moment that you are 
about to be deprived of your wife. (Substitute 

husband or "good friend" where applicable.) 
How much would you pay in dollars to keep 
her one more year? When you're through 
thinking about that one, fill in No. 1 and have 
a look at the rest of the questionnaire. 

You see what we're up to here. 

We began on this idea because we already 
have evidence (based upon a comparison of 
the number of hours owners sit listening to 
KLH phonographs as opposed to other 
brands) that our $300 stereo system is cher
ished somewhat more than one $400 system 
we could name; and perhaps twice as much as 
another $300 set. 

Doubtless the same situation exists among 
magazines—some are surely valued more than 
others—or sewing machines, or autos, or 
toothpaste. Toothpaste? Well, we'll soon see, 
and if you're interested we will be pleased to 
let you know what we learn. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
1 (See Headline) 
2 Are you a subscriber to this publication? 

If not, do you read every issue of it? 
If your answer is yes to either of these, and you were 
informed that because of financial difficulties the publi
cation might discontinue publishing, how much would 
you be willing to pay for one more issue rather than be 
deprived of it? One more year's subscription? 

3 Do you have telephone service at home? 
If yes, assume you now pay an average of $20 monthly 
for this service. How much additional would you be will
ing to pay for phone service, rather than be deprived 
of it? 

4 The automobile you now own was purchased in what 

year: _ 
make ?. 

At what price? What 
Assuming 

it's in good running order, and that you couldn't get 
another one like it, how much would you be willing to 
pay to keep from being deprived of it during the up
coming year? 

5 Do you own a piano ? Grand ? Baby 
Grand? Standup? Spinet? . 
How much did you pay for it? How long 
ago? How much would you pay to keep 
from being deprived of it ? 

6 Do you regularly use a particular brand of toothpaste? 
If yes, which brand? 

Assuming you were informed that because of financial 
difficulties your brand of toothpaste might go out of 
business. How much would you be willing to pay, above 
its present cost, to have one more tube, rather than be 
deprived of it? 

8 

Assume for the moment that an offer was being made 
for your wife's wedding dress. How much would you be 
willing to sell it for ? What does your wife 
say? 

Do you own stereo equipment at home? 
A console? A one-piece table model? 
A three-piece system? 
Which make(s) ? 

Components ? 

How much did it cost you to buy? How 
long ago ? If you were about to be deprived 
of the set you now own, and knew you could not get 
another of the same kind, how much would you be will
ing to pay to keep it? 

If you are interested in receiving a tally of the results of 
this questionnaire, and others we are doing in subse
quent ads, please put your name and address below. If 
you worry that we may start besieging you with litera
ture, or sell your name to some list house, or send a 
salesman around, rest easy. We won't. Though if you 
would like us to send more information, or if you'd like 
the name of the store near you that features KLH, 
kindly so indicate. Thank you. 

Name 

Address-

City- _State_ _Zip_ 

n Please send information D Forward survey results 

Mail to: Henry M. Morgan, Pres., KLH Research and 
Development Corp., 30 Cross St.,Cambridge, Mass. 02139 
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to Officer Candidate School, was the 
battalion's red-eye missile man, and, as 
chief of the Fire Detection Center, was 
signed for $20,000 worth of equipment; 
one was on orders for French language 
school; and one was trained to operate 
the FADAC computer), they have been 
modest indeed compared to the actions 
of the heroic Fort Hood Three and other 
G.I. war resisters similarly imprisoned. 
Nor have we forgotten Dave Mitchell 
and other anti-draft fighters confined in 
federal penitentiaries. It would seem that 
the stripes in the American flag symbol
ize prison bars as M.S. Arnoni has 
suggested. 

Recently an officer in our battery 
underwent a Congressional investiga
tion, brought on by complaints about 
his pro-Nazi leanings. And during the 
course of the whole investigation the 
officer in question continued to sport, 
beneath the glass on his desk, a picture 
of Nazi bombers raining explosives on 
the British troops at Dunkirk. Since this 
lieutenant will soon leave for flight 
school, it won't be long before his uber-
mensch fantasies become reality above 
the rice paddies and villages of Vietnam. 

Now, when the neo-fascist National 
Review demands the suppression of 
RAMPARTS for the "treason" it com
mitted by exposing the machinations of 
the invisible government, we on the left 
must redouble our eff"orts to crush those 
who would turn our land into a latter 
day version of Hitler's Reich. 

SP/4 RICHARD WHEATON 

PvT. ANDREW STAFF 

SF/5 PAUL J. GOODTHE 

Headquarters Battery, 2nd Howitzer 
Battalion, 2nd Artillery 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma 

SIRS: AS one of Howard Levy's attor
neys, I found the RAMPARTS account of 
his court-martial [July 1967] blemished 
only by its imputation of anti-Semitism 
to members of my immediate family. 
Such imputations were both inaccurate 
and irresponsible, and so I believe, un
intended by Messrs. Duncan and Dunn. 
Apparently they as well as I were the 
victims of fanciful editing. My father, a 
practicing attorney, stands to be sub
stantially damaged professionally and 
otherwise as a result of the article. I hope 
you will want to correct the record. 

LAUGHLIN MCDONALD 

Atlanta, Georgia 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In describing the at

mosphere of anti-Semitism in which the 
Capt. Howard Levy court-martial took 
place ["Notes toward a Definition of 
Military Justice," RAMPARTS, July 1967], 
certain statements suggest that Mrs. 
McDonald is anti-Semitic. There was no 
intent to attribute anti-Semitism to any 
individual, least of all, members of the 
McDonald family. At no time did any 
member of the family make anti-Semitic 
remarks or say anything to suggest they 
held such feelings. It was not the inten
tion of the story to give such an impres
sion, and the editors regret it if any such 
impression was given. 

SIRS : Your July article about Dr. Levy's 
trial was kind of idiotic. I think that was 
worse than his court-martial. 

When Donald Duncan writes that Dr. 
Levy "once cried when the petals fell off 
a rose" and that "he chose dermatol
ogy" because "skin patients don't die," 
I felt sort of a stomach ache. (Skin pa
tients die, and from horrible diseases.) 

I think Duncan should be fired from 
RAMPARTS and go sell popcorn. 

A L O N S O V. CORREA 

Kew Gardens, New York 

SIRS: My brother Dennis Mora is one 
of the Fort Hood Three now serving 
time in Ft. Leavenworth for refusing to 
go to Vietnam. I received a letter from 
Dennis dated May 9, 1967. The follow
ing is a quote from his letter: "After 
receiving three issues, they've decided 
to declare RAMPARTS contraband, and 
we are hurting for it. It would give us a 
lot of satisfaction to see a mention of it 
and maybe even get it back on the ap
proved list." 

GRACE MORA NEWMAN 

Bronx, New York 

SIRS: YOU are certainly aware of the 
important gap in our news media which 
RAMPARTS helps to fill; and that there is 
ample material which can and should be 
presented to the public. So why clutter 
your magazine with hackneyed tripe, i.e., 
"The Unknown Soldier and His Wife"? 
[RAMPARTS, July 1967]. It seems to be the 
mode to write intentionally pretentious 
plays or poems on war. I hope you do 
not intend to use such stuff whenever 
your article writers fail to come through 
with something significant. 

GENE PAULS 

Chicago, Illinois 

Opinion: 

SWINGING AMERICA 

by Andrew Kopkind 
£yf* THOSE THAT DID NOT live before 
B l l the Revolution will never know 
^ \ . how sweet life is, Talleyrand 

said, and perhaps for such knowledge 
there is a desperate sweetness as the 
disaster spreads in this summer of the 
American crack-up. Sergeant Pepper 
blares from ten million phonographs, 
they're feeding the bears in Yellowstone 
Park, and the odor of barbecue wafting 
over the suburbs is suddenly mixed with 
the fragrance of pot. Hear it, see it, smell 
it while there is still time. For although 
there will be no revolution in the ordi
nary sense, the quality of life in the 
society—the values, expectations, per
ceptions—is radically changing. Things 
are not likely to be so sweet again. 

For people who have difficulty seeing 
it all clearly, the gods have created a 
ghastly metaphor in the disaster of the 
USS Forrestal. That mighty engine of 
war, that marvel of technology, that 
brilliantly organized institution exploded 
and burned, not from enemy attack but 
from its own mundane malfunction. As 
an airplane prepared to take off" for 
North Vietnam on a bombing mission, 
fire from its jet afterburner ignited a 
missile on a nearby plane. Then its fuel 
tank exploded, and a chain reaction of 
explosions was set in motion. We have 
been accustomed to think about Amer
ica as the same kind of invulnerable 
fortress of power and technique. It is a 
tightly run ship, flexible when necessary, 
but always under control. If bugs de
velop, they can be worked out: if attack 
threatens, it can be resisted. 

But now the bombs are bursting and 
the flames are shooting. The well-laid 
plans cannot be followed; the fail-safes 
fail. The technological marvels have only 
limited value, if that: perhaps they do 
more harm than good. Above all, the 
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