
HO 
CHI 
MINH: 
a Eulogy 

U
NCLE HO, AS EVERY VIETNAMESE Called him, died early 
in the morning of September 3 in Hanoi at the age 
of 79. For one week he lay in state in a glass coffin; 
his sandals, made from rubber tires, were in a small 

glass box at the foot of the coffin. He was buried in Hanoi's 
Badinh Square, where Vietnamese independence was pro
claimed in August of 1945. 

Obituaries giving the details of Ho's life have appeared in 
American papers, and their tone has been respectful but dry. 
None I have seen repeated Marshall Nguyen Cao Ky's venom
ous comment that "North Viet-Nam is now a snake without a 
head." Americans did not hate Ho Chi Minh the way they 
once did Tojo—a fact which made it difficult to mobilize 
sentiment against the yellow hordes of North Vietnamese 
threatening to land on California beaches. Nor did very many 
Americans see him as the Red Menace, which prevented 
our rulers in Washington from turning the war into an old-
fashioned anti-communist crusade. Broadcasts from Saigon 
had the South Vietnamese "man-on-the-street" saying: "Ho 
Chi Minh was a great man—too bad he was not on our side." 
The New York Times necrologist put his finger on the dilemma 
when, in his opening lines, he credited Ho Chi Minh with 
blending nationalism and communism. As a nationalist. Ho 
was good; as a communist, he was bad. So it would appear 
that Uncle Ho was a spHt personality, agonizing constantly 
between good ends (nationalism) and bad means (communism). 

Needless to say, this is not the way Uncle Ho was seen in 
Viet-Nam. When he wasn't called "Uncle," he was "Chairman 
Ho"—the word being taken more literally there than in other 
socialist countries. For over half a century, he presided over 
the men who fought and planned for their country. His 
manner was that of an old rural schoolteacher lecturing his 
pupils. On a more cosmic plane. Ho Chi Minh was the leader 
of the only nation which has administered a major defeat to 

the United States, the greatest empire of all times. 
Nations and movements have leaders for three purposes: to 

lead them in the daily tasks of struggle, to unify men in the 
face of the conflicts which always arise to divide them, and to 
give them a vision of that for which they fight. A great leader 
is a commander, a conciliator, and a man of vision Ordinary 
leaders may have one of these qualities but lack the others. 
Lyndon B. Johnson was certainly a commander, but hardly a 
conciliator; such vision as he had went little beyond political 
manipulation. His successor Richard Nixon tries hard to be a 
conciliator, but has yet to show any capacity to command and 
makes no efi'ort to hide his lack of vision. Ho Chi Minh, in 
the 60 years of his life as a revolutionary fighter, had all three 
capacities. From his earliest days in Paris, he took the lead in 
organizing groups of Vietnamese exiles; again and again he 
undertook dangerous political missions in Asia and Europe. In 
the midst of these revolutionary activities, he always managed 
at critical times to pull bitterly quarreling factions together 
into a new organizational unity. Ho's ability to unify moved 
the Vietnamese Revolution from the Indochinese Communist 
Party, to the Viet Minh, to the Democratic Republic of Viet-
Nam. His spirit will ultimately unify all of Viet-Nam. While 
Ho Chi Minh was not a theorist, he communicated to his 
people in simple terms a vision which is embodied in three 
words repeated again and again in every declaration by the 
Vietnamese: independence, unity, and sovereignty. The mean
ing of these words (which have lost much of their moral 
significance in America) is both the content of Ho Chi Minh's 
life and the spirit of the Vietnamese Revolution. 

F 
ROM LATE ADOLESCENCE to his death. Ho Chi Minh 
lived as a revolutionary fighter. His life can be divided 
into two broad periods. Until 1944, his own struggle 
and that of his comrades met with failure after failure 
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—disappointments from which Ho nevertheless continually re-
emerged to start some new revolutionary action. After 1944, 
the Vietnamese Revolution finally burst through, and his life 
became a series of hard-won victories leading to greater chal
lenges and then to new successes. In his biography of Ho Chi 
Minh, Jean Lacouture has six chapters on the first period of 
Ho's life, the titles of which represent various aspects of his 
personality: the peasant, the emigrant, the militant, the unifier, 
the prisoner, the liberator. The experiences which formed the 
personality of Ho Chi Minh during the period of failure were 
the elements from which the period of success evolved. 

Ho Chi Minh was born in what Americans call the panhandle 
of Viet-Nam, just north of the DMZ. Today the countryside 
is a lunar landscape produced by the most ferocious and 
sustained aerial bombing in history. In 1890, Nghe Tinh 
province was one of the poorest and most densely populated 
in Viet-Nam. Ho's father, who was a minor official there, was 
fired from his post by the French and died after a long life of 
wandering; his mother was a peasant. 

Ho Chi Minh spent most of his life among the poor. In his 
early days, he lived with poor Vietnamese students. He worked 
as a cabin boy on a ship, a cook in London, and a photographer 
of family pictures in Paris. Even before he became a socialist, 
he had close friends among the French workers and the 
Africans and Arabs of Paris. In the 1930's, he was a begging 
monk in Northeastern Thailand, the poorest part of that 
country. During the ten years of war from 1944 to 1954, he 
lived in caves and jungle camps among his peasant fighters. For 
Ho, being a peasant meant living like the poor—an outlook 
symbolized by the sandals placed at the foot of his coffin. 

In 1911 Ho left Viet-Nam for travels which did not end until 
1945. Aside from political repression, the French, in collab
oration with the old Vietnamese mandarins, had imposed a 
stifling regime on the country. The stupidity and avarice of the 
French colonials fitted in well with comparable characteristics 
of the mandarins, whose tradition reaches down to Thieu and 
Ky. In Viet-Nam Ho might have remained un petit annamite, 
as the French paternalistically called the people they ruled. 
Instead, he went to Paris where he learned to think, write and 
act. He also learned that to be a Vietnamese nationalist, he 
had to fight with the proletariats of other countries, and as a 
result he became one of the founding members of the French 
Communist Party. 

When the French Socialists split after World War I, Ho went 
with the militants. His experiences at the Versailles Peace 
Conference of 1919 had propelled him into mihtancy. Inspired, 
like many other colonial peoples, by Wilson's rhetoric about 
national self-determination. Ho had put on his best clothes 
and gone to the great Palace of Mirrors to present moderate 
demands for Vietnamese self-determination, couched in Wil-
sonian language. He was literally thrown out of the palace. 
Ho, along with many of his fellow nationals, concluded that 
Vietnamese independence could be achieved only through 
more militant action. They organized strikes, uprisings and 
attacks on French military garrisons. Although many Viet
namese at that time yearned for the "general uprising" which 
would sweep the French out of Indo-China at one blow, Ho 
Chi Minh decided to take the longer road of organization. He 
went to Russia and became an active agent of the Comintern, 
which sent him to China to help the revolutionaries there. 

In the 1920's, revolutionary agitation erupted in both China 

and Viet-Nam. But in 1927, Chiang Kai-shek, who had been 
brought to power by a nationalist revolution, turned on the 
Communists and killed every one he could lay his hands 
on. Meanwhile the ferment in Viet-Nam continued. In Ho's 
own province of Nghe Tinh, the peasants revolted and or
ganized Soviets on land wrested from the landlords. The French 
responded with a ferocious attempt to smash the movement. 

As repression intensified, so did the quarrels within the 
revolutionary movement. The endemic tendency toward 
factionalism evident everywhere in Vietnamese politics splin
tered the movement into minute fragments, and the French 
Surete, the secret police, moved quickly to annihilate the 
fragments one by one, crushing the revolution. In desperation, 
the quarreling revolutionaries appealed to Ho, then in China, 
to help reunify the movement. Ho's abilities as a conciliator 
helped, but it was too late. Viet-Nam lay prostrate for a 
decade and a half. Ho was arrested in Hong Kong in the early 
'30s, where he was reputed to have died in a British prison. 

In 1944, after spending almost a year in Chiang Kai-shek's 
prisons. Ho got the stroke of luck he had been waiting for. 
Chiang, in league with the Vietnamese Kuomintang, wanted 
to kill him. President Roosevelt, however, was seeking a way 
to prevent the French from getting back into Indo-China. 
Roosevelt's agents in China (notably the OSS) saw a way to 
achieve this objective by allowing Ho to organize a liberation 
movement to fight both the French and the Japanese. Thus, as 
a result of American pressure. Ho Chi Minh was freed. 

Whatever the dark machinations of the Americans, the 
situation gave Ho Chi Minh his chance. Like a good com
mander, he seized the opportunity. On the one hand, he or
ganized a broad coalition of the Vietnamese nationahsts then 
in China—called the Viet Minh, or Viet-Nam League. On the 
other, he organized armed guerrilla units to start fighting in 
the mountains of Western Tonkin. He himself went into the 
mountains to lead the battle. The core of these guerrilla units 
was the old revolutionaries of the Indo-China Communist 
Party who understood the need for organization, discipline, 
and patient struggle. By the summer of 1945, the Americans 
became alarmed that Ho Chi Minh was getting too independent, 
that he "really was a Communist." When the Japanese with
drew in August, the general uprising that the Vietnamese 
revolutionaries had yearned for for two decades took place. 
The people in the cities seized the colonial administration and 
welcomed Ho Chi Minh and his guerrilla bands as the liber
ators of Viet-Nam. In August 1945, Ho Chi Minh proclaimed 
the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. 

Ho Chi Minh's brilliant success, wrested from years of 
failure, was short-lived. French troops again landed in Viet-
Nam and with them came the old colonials, determined to 
bring back the good old days of French Indo-China. The 
French government invited Ho Chi Minh to Paris to negotiate 
some kind of understanding, but soon after he returned from 
Paris, the French colonials and their Vietnamese henchmen 
struck in Hanoi. Ho fled back to the hills. 

The resistance went badly during the first few years. The 
French did not hesitate to use the same barbarism against the 
Vietnamese which they themselves had, only a few years 
earlier, suffered at the hands of the Germans. French aircraft 
bombed villages and French troops burned houses—in the 
same way the Americans are doing now on a much larger scale. 

continued on next page 
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In one day of French naval bombard
ment, 6000 people were killed in Hai
phong. Gone was the international sup
port that Ho had received in 1945. The 
Americans backed the French; Russia 
had other things to worry about in East
ern Europe. Mao Tse-tung's forces were 
far away in North China fighting a civil 
war of their own. Each year from 1946 
to 1954, the French announced that the 
Viet Minh was on its last leg; time and 
time again French statistics indicated 
that the last Viet Minh soldier had been 
killed. But this time French repression 
was unable to do what it had succeeded 
in doing in the early 1930's. 

The new unity of the Viet Minh was 
symbolized by the men who became Ho 
Chi Minh's lieutenants: Pham Van 
Dong, skilled at coordinating and con
ciliating; Vo Nguyen Giap, one of the 
great military commanders of the twen
tieth century; Le Duan, party organizer; 
Truong Chinh, theoretician of revolu
tion. Unlike the experience of the 1920's 
and 1930's, the leaders of the Viet Minh 
developed an unbreakable solidarity 
which diffused a spirit of unity and strug
gle to all the Viet Minh fighters. Ad
versity now unified rather than split the 
ranks of the revolutionaries. What had 
changed ? 

The most striking difference between 
the late '20s and the late '40s was the 
locus of revolutionary activity. In the 
'20s, the revolutionaries had met in 
clandestine cells in Paris, Canton and 
various Vietnamese cities. True, cur
rents of mass revolutionary discontent 
were swirling in Viet-Nam, but the revo
lutionaries had no binding ties to the 
people. Now they were literally among 
peasants and mountain people, depend
ing on them for sustenance and for fight
ing strength. They were not merely 
guests in strange villages, but comrades 
who aroused the spirit of revolution in 
those villages. Ho Chi Minh brought a 
spark which ignited the flames of rebel
lion in village after village; landlords 
were chased out and their land taken by 
the peasants; colonial officials and man
darins who had fattened themselves off 
the people were eliminated, often by exe
cution; French and mercenary troops 
who for years had plagued the country
side were defeated in battle. Ho Chi 
Minh realized that revolution could not 
begin in Hanoi; rather it had to begin in 
the villages and end in Hanoi. In the 
'20s, the Vietnamese revolutionaries had 
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been mainly intellectuals. In the '40s, 
most of the leaders of the revolution 
were still intellectuals, but through years 
of fighting they had developed a close 
relationship to the people. 

Ho CHI MiNH LEARNED to become a 
peasant revolutionary, but he 
was also a Communist with long 

experience in organization. He knew 
that if the revolution were not organized, 
the flames of rebellion would subside 
without contributing to the final goal: 
the smashing of colonial power. He also 
knew that while nationalism gave him 
widespread sympathy throughout Viet-
Nam, it did not give him the troops he 
needed to win the war. The revolution 
had to be organized. Ho's field com-
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manders turned the Viet Minh into one 
of the finest fighting forces in the world, 
surpassed only by the National Libera
tion Front. His party cadres built a polit
ical network reaching deep into the 
cities. His administrators constructed a 
government which operated eff'ectively 
throughout Viet-Nam long before his 
troops marched into Hanoi in 1954. 
What the Viet Minh did in the years 
1946-1954, the National Liberation 
Front has done again in South Viet-
Nam. Their final march into Saigon will 
be the last link in a chain which has been 
long in the forging. 

Ho Chi Minh realized that national
ism was a powerful unifying force, and 
that communism—in the sense of a 
Leninist party—provided the command
ing and organizing force for the revolu
tion and the armed struggle. But the ex
periences of 1946-1954 brought a third 
element into the picture: the liberation 
of the poor. Viet-Nam was controlled by 
a thin layer of French colonials who 
thrived on bureaucratic profits and the 
exploitation of plantations, by Vietnam
ese mandarins who hved on feudal sine
cures, and by landlords who squeezed 
the peasants with impunity. The great 
land reform launched by the Viet Minh 
in the early 1950's made the vision of the 
liberation of the poor a reality; it also 
furnished the Viet Minh with the key 
weapon for their victory. 

In 1953, the French decided that the 
time had come for the final solution. The 
United States, freed from the burdens of 
the Korean War, threw massive re
sources behind the French to enable 
them to execute their "Navarre Plan." 
While the Vietnamese could count on in
creased Chinese aid by then, their main 
weapon was men. The French counted 
on destroying the Viet Minh regulars in a 
series of air-supported actions, while 
pacifying the villages of Tonkin through 
terror. Theoretically, French actions 
should have killed so many Viet Minh 
fighters that the Viet Minh would have 
melted away. In fact, however. General 
Giap struck back with greater manpower 
than ever before. No man can be coerced 
to fight, as the French and the Americans 
discovered with their own Vietnamese 
hirelings. Exactly as had happened in 
China in 1946, the radical land reform 
rallied the peasantry to the Viet Minh in 
the most meaningful way possible: they 
took up arms and fought to the death 
for the movement led by Ho Chi Minh. 
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The CONSPIRACY 
ACCUSED OF CROSSING STATE LINES IN AN UNLAWFUL FRAME OF MIND, 
EIGHT POLITICAL ACTIVISTS ARE NOW ON TRIAL IN CHICAGO FEDERAL 
COURT. THEY HAVE BEEN INDICTED NOT FOR ALLEGED CRIMINAL ACTS, 
BUT FOR PRESUMED "INTENT." 

They are accused of conspiracy " to incite, organize, promote, encourage, participate 
in and carry on a r iot" in tlie streets of Chicago during the week of the Democratic 
National Convention. The indictment of these eight men—the first under the contro
versial "Ant i -r iot" provision of the Civil Rights Act of 1968—is the most ominous 
challenge to political liberty since the era of Senator Joseph McCarthy. Their trial 
marks the opening of a calculated effort to dissolve organized dissent In America, 
and to silence those that the new Deputy Attorney General, Mr. Klelndienst, has 
branded "our modern ideological criminal." 

The accused are: David Dellinger, Rennie Davis, Tom Hayden, Abbie Hoffman, Jerry 
Rubin, Lee Weiner, John Froines and Bobby Seale. Each defendant, if convicted, 
faces up to ten years in federal prison and $20,000. in fines. Confronted by a blat
ant challenge to the right of political dissent, the eight defendants are determined 
to make a political response as well as a legal defense. As a sign of their refusal to 
be intimidated by the scare label the prosecution would hang upon them, they are 
calling themselves "The Conspiracy." 

Despite the emphatic opposition of then-Attorney General Ramsey Clark and civil libertarians in the Congress, the "Ant i-r iot" 
rider was hastily attached to the Civil Rights Act of 1968 in the wake of the urban riots that followed the murder of Martin 
Luther King. The measure was specifically directed at "outside agitators" in the civil rights movement. 

The effect of the "Ant i-r iot" act is to subvert the First Amendment gî arantee of free assembly by equating organized political 
protest with organized violence and premeditated incitement. In this decade, countless Americans have participated In organ
ized demonstrations and protests—boycotts, freedom rides, community organizing, the peace movement. They have revitaliz
ed democratic politics. Yet, from Bull Connor's Birmingham to Richard Daley's Chicago, civil authorities have employed police 
violence to suppress "the right of the people peaceably to assemble." The spectres of conspiracy. Incitement and riot have been 
invoked again and again. The federal government has now joined the assault on political freedom. Potentially, the "Anti-riot" 
act is the foundation for a police state in America. 

Acts of violence, incitement and disruption are explicitly covered by numerous state and local laws. Conspiracy, which deals not 
with acts but intent, requires no proof of the commission of a crime, or even of an attempt, As Mr. Justice Robert Jackson wrote 
a decade ago: "that elastic, so sprawling and pervasive offense, the modern crime of conspiracy is so vague that it almost defies 
definition." 

The federally commissioned Walker Report, as well as the mass media, made it clear that the principal responsibility for acts 
of violence that occurred during Convention week lay with the Chicago authorities. The spuriousness of the present conspiracy 
indictment is further indicated in the fact that several of the eight defendants have helped to organize major public demonstra
tions in other cities, both before and after the week of the Democratic National Convention.. Not one of these demonstrations 
resulted in riot. 

Through the trial "The Conspiracy" intends to refocus public attention on the root Issues that brought thousands of demon
strators to Chicago—the war, racism, the continuing enfeeblement of the nation's political processes. At the same time, the 
defendants will carry forward the first constitutional challenge to the "Anti-riot act." 

Support for the Chicago legal defense is most urgently needed—to preserve the Constitutional right of political dissent-
to insure that the costly and protracted process of litigation does not effectively stifle the act of dissent when It Is more 
than ever crucial to the democratic political life. 
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The torrent of American writing that 
has appeared on Viet-Nam has generally 
recognized all this about the Vietnamese 
struggle. The legions of political advisors 
and political scientists hired by the 
American occupiers of Viet-Nam know 
about the nationalist appeal, communist 
organizational strength, and the effects 
of land reform. They have tried for years 
to get the South Vietnamese to use the 
same methods. But how can satraps and 
their mercenaries attract any patriotic 
sentiment? South Viet-Nam's most ef
fective organizations are the police and 
the paratroopers. Land reform (aside 
from paper legislation) cannot occur in 
American-occupied South Viet-Nam, as 
whatever force the Saigon regime still 
has would vanish. It is Ho Chi Minh's 
greatness that he was able to forge na
tionalism, communism and popular lib
eration into a force which now has 
successfully resisted the incredible vio
lence which America has unleashed 
against Viet-Nam. 

From 1954 on, Ho Chi Minh became 
a statesman, the president of a republic, 
his lieutenants carrying the burden for 
him. He was then 64 years old, and had 
every right to become a venerable school
teacher. Immediately upon his death, the 
American mass media eagerly speculated 
on the "power struggles" which they be
lieved would surely erupt in Hanoi. But 
'Uncle Ho became the spirit of Viet-Nam 
long before his death, and it was his 
spirit as much as the man himself which 
led his people, unified them and inspired 
them again and again with the vision of 
independence, unity and sovereignty. 

Uncle Ho knew that all Vietnamese 
wanted to be free. "The little annamites" 
wanted no more French colonials, no 
more fat landlords, mandarins or gen
erals, no more kindly Americans helping 
them to happiness with bombs and dol
lars. (No master ever understands how 
much his slave wants to be free.) 

Ho also knew that for centuries his 
people had been driven apart. Under the 
French, thousands of Vietnamese went 
abroad to work in mines and planta
tions. During the war against the French 
and the Americans, millions were driven 
from their homes into strange over
crowded cities and refugee camps. Viet
namese politics was traditionally a chaos 
of cliques and sects. Poverty and war 
tore families apart. Ho Chi Minh taught 
his people that they could get independ
ence and unity by fighting for it, and his 
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100,000 signed thi* Declaration during the JOHNSON Admlnitlralion. 

NIXON is allowing death and destruction to continue and to increase. 

Pressure and action against the war are needed. 

Individuals Against the Crime of Silence 
A Declaration To Our Fellow Citizens Of The United States, To The 

Peoples Of The World, And To Future Generations: 

We are appalled and angered by the conduct of our country in 
Vietnam. 

< 
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o 
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o 
IX 
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Z In the name of liberty, we have unleashed the awesome arsenal of 
the greatest military power in the world upon a small agricultural nation, killing, burning 
and mutilating its people. In the name of peace, we are creating a desert. In the name 
of security, we are inviting world conflagration. 

O We, the signers of this declaration, believe this war to be immoral. 
We believe it to be illegal. We must oppose it. 

4 At Nuremberg, after World War II, we tried, convicted and exe
cuted men for the crime of OBEYING their government, when that government demanded 
of them crimes against humanity. Millions more, who were not tried, were still guilty of 
THE CRIME OF SILENCE. 

9 We have a commitment to the laws and principles we carefully 
forged in the AMERICAN CONSTITUTION, at the NUREMBERG TRIALS, and in the 
UNITED NATIONS CHARTER. And our own deep democratic traditions and our dedica
tion to the ideal of human decency among men demand that we speak out. 

We Therefore wish to declare our names to the office of the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, both as permanent witness to our opposition to the 
war in Vietnam and as a demonstration that the conscience of America is not dead. 

On Sftplember 23, 19^5, a Memorandum ot Law was incorporatad in tha Consrasftionat Record of the 8dth Congress of the United States of America, in wnich ieading American 
attorneys, after carafgl analysis of our position and actions in tfie Vietnam War, came to tfie conciuslon tf)at tfie U.S. Is violating ttie following accords: Tha Cftarter of tha United 
Nations. The qenevs'Accords of 1954. tha United States Constitution. 

To Protest—To Object—To Dissent has long been an American tradition. The 
following are a few among the many who have signed this declaration to be on permanent record. 
ABE AJAY 
JAMES BALDWIN 
(FATHEHI J. E. BAMBERQER. M.O.. OCSO 
DANIEL BERRIQAN, S.J. 
REV. PHILLIP BERRIQAN. S.S.J. 
BAY BRADBURY 
ROBERT McAFFEE BROWN 
REV. WILLIAM H. DU BAY 
JAMES FARMER 
W. H. FERRY 
DR. JEROME O. FRANK 
REV. STEPHEN H, FRITCHMAN 
BEN GAZZARA 
OR. FRED GOLDSTEIN 
NAOMI L. GOLDSTEIN 

OR. RALPH R. GREENSON 
PROF. ABRAHAM J. HESCHEL 
BRIG. GENERAL H. B, HESTER. RET. 
DR. STANLEY HOFFMAN 
TERESSA 8. HOFFMAN 
CHARLES H HUBBEL 
SANDER L. J0Hf4S0N, ESQ. 
PROF, DONALD KALISH 
EDWARD M, KEATING 
PHIL KERBY 
RING LARDNEH. JR. 
RABBI RICHARD N. LEVY 
LOUIS LICHT. ESO. 
DR. ROBERT E. LITMAN 
VICTOR LUDWIG 

HERBERT D. MAOIDSON 
SHIRLEY MAGIDSON 
NORMAN MAILER 
THOMAS MERTON 
SIDNEY MEYER 
EASON MONROE 
PROF. HANS J. MORGENTHAU 
HENRY E. NILES 
DR. MARKF. ORFIRER 
AVA HELEN PAULING 
DR. LINUS PAULING 
BISHOP JAMES A. PIKE 
RICHARD M, POWELL 
CARL REINER 
JANICE RULE 

ROBERT RYAN 
DAVID SCHOENBRUN 
LORRY SHERMAN 
PROF. ROBERT SIMMONS 
DR BENJAMIN SPOCK 
FRED H. STEINMETZ. ESQ. 
DR. NORMAN TABACHNICK 
D iANTHIgRMANN 
BRYNA IVENS UNTERMEYER 
LOUIS UNTERMEYER 
DICK VAN DYKE 
ROBERT VAUGHN 
DR. MAURICE N. WALSH 
OR. HARVEY WHEELER 
A, L. WIRIN. ESQ. 

I Wish to Sign fny name to the above Declaration to the United Nations and want to go on record with this Declaration 

Of the Individuals Against the Crime of Silence. 

signature 
For clarity, also print your name after your signature 

aijdress 

city state 

date 

zip 

Sign, complete and mail to P.O. Box 69960, Los Angeles, Calil. 90069. The office ot the Individuals Against the Crime 
of Silence will then forward the information to the United Nations. 
Should you also wish to support additional publishings and communications, send $1 or more in cash or by check 

made payable to Individuals Against the Crime of Silence. . . . This donation entitles you to the lapel emblem, the 

wallet-size registration card and lour personalized letter replicas of the Declaration lor you to individually send on 

to the President and your U.S. senators and congressman. Money is needed to speed our progress. 

The strength of our numbers will regularly and effectively be made known. Your signature does have power. 
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NEWSREEL 
Revolutionary 

New Films 

-S. F. State-On Strike 
-Oil Strike 
- F r e e Huey-May Day 
-High School Blues 
-People 's Park 
-Cuban Films 
-Al Fatah 
-U. S. Army 
-Vietnamese Films 

Send $1.00 for catalogue 
S. F. Newsreel 
450 Alabama St. 

San FranciscOj Ca. 
94110 

NY Newsreel 
322 7th Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 
10001 

asia today 
han suyin 
In October 1968 Han Suyin gave three public 
lectures at McGi l l University. These lectures, wh ich 
aroused unprecedented popular interest, have now 
been published, and make available to a far larger 
audience the views and interpretations of modern 
Chinese history wh ich Dr. Han, a dedicated 
Maoist, expressed so eloquently at that time. The 
book, which begins by examining world revolution 
in general, goes on to explain the aims of Mao's 
revolution, and concludes that "Only a strong and 
independent China can guarantee the wor ld 
against war. Only a strong revolutionary China can 
mean liberation for all the peoples of the wo r l d . " 
cloth $4.50. paper $1.95 

AVAILABLE AT YOUR BOOK STORE 

McGill-Queen's University Press 
MONTREAL AND LONDON 

movement gave them the means to do so. 
And lastly, Ho Chi Minh told the Viet
namese that they must be sovereign. 

Sovereignty means that all men must 
have the dignity of being masters in their 
own houses and respected hosts to 
strangers. Ho Chi Minh's first newspaper 
was entitled The Pariah, which is how he 
saw his own people and all others op
pressed by colonialism. The yearning for 
dignity is one of the most powerful aspi
rations in men; it is the yearning to be 
respected by others. But one cannot com
mand or extort respect. It must be given 
willingly. Ho Chi Minh knew that no 
amount of propaganda or begging could 
give the Vietnamese the respect they 
wanted—either from the socialist coun
tries or from the world as a whole. The 
Vietnamese have fought for that dignity, 
that respect, and they have it today more 
than any other people. GI's in Viet-Nam 
speak respectfully of "Victor Charlie," 
while reviling the ARVN's. The most 
corrupt South Vietnamese politicians 
cannot hide their envy of the National 
Liberation Front. Recently in the Amer
ican mass media. Ho Chi Minh has been 
portrayed with a sympathy rarely shown 
even to leaders of the "free world." Be
yond this grudging respect from those 
who kill the Vietnamese, is the admira
tion of millions throughout the world. 

One of the slogans most often seen in 
North Viet-Nam is ''quyet thanh," which 
means "determined to win." The Viet
namese are a gentle people, often senti
mental, loving leisure and the other good 
things in life. But inside they are stub
born to a degree which has become ap
parent to Americans over the years. Un
cle Ho shared all these qualities of his 
countrymen. As the leader of the Viet
namese Revolution he was determined 
to win. His death has made his people 
even more determined to win the struggle 
they have fought for so long. 

Franz Schurmann is a professor of history 
and sociology at U.C. Berkeley. He is the 
author of Ideology and Organization in 
Communist China (University of Calif. 
Press). 

CORRESPONDENCE 

[ECO-CATASTRO PH E] 

SIRS: I was suitably depressed and out
raged by your article "Eco-Catastrophe!" 
The situation is clearly getting worse; 

Be the 
Ramparts man 
on your campus! 
Make bread by being our man at 
your school—selling subscriptions, 
placing orders with newsstands 
and bookstores, and so on. 

For details write: 

Norman Hirsch 
Co-Director, College Promotion 
Box C 
Stanford, California 94305 
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Books for people who want to change things...maybe even themselves 
Here's a new service your interests 

crefat^d. Each month our ettjtors look 
•for timetyi books that conrfrvmi, the 
problems of our time; 1 _ 

books that make news; importanf books, tttat 
change lives. These are the very booths you want to 

read and own about psychology, psychiatry, 
anthropoiogy, sociology, sex research, 
chiM development — about the human 

condttloil Itself. As a member, you 
. taKe only those ycHi want at 

siS^,;,., .,;,-., w0mf>l»pig>'^j^-^mf^.i 
•jsft&vj '' 

ijm"~" "" 

Choose any 3 books worth up to $33.85 for only $3.95 
00005. Impotence & Frigidity 
and Sexual Expression In Mar
riage, Donald W. Hastings, M.D. 
Discovering inner conflicts that 
inhibit a natural and spontane
ous sex life. How to resolve 
these fears and "gu i l t s , " and 
achieve harmonious sexual rela
tionship—even in later years. 
Il lustrated. 2 volumes, count as 
1 selection. Pub. price $12.00 

00006. The Passionate People, 
Roger Kahn. What it means to 
be a Jew in America. Is America 
really 99% Jewish? Dissection 
of American Jewry from hip New 
York intellectuals to flashy 
"Miami Maf ia," from Midwest 
"nebb ish " to mill ionaire "Power 
Brokers." Pub. price $6.95 

00007. Feminine Psychology, 
Karen Horney. Insights into 
feminine frigidity, the problem of 
monogamy, maternal confl icts, 
feminine masochism, and the 
neurotic need for love—from one 
of the world's most provocative 
psychiatrists. Pub. price $5.95 

OOOOS. Sex Energy and The 
Master Game, Robert S. de Ropp. 
Iconoclastic survey of sex energy 
in all its forms. The Master 

Game discusses man's ability to 
go beyond the drug experience... 
to even higher "spir i tual peaks." 
2 volumes, count as 1 selection. 
Pub. price $12.90 

00009. American Power and the 
New Mandarins, Noam Chomsky. 
A New Left moralist with impec
cable intellectual credentials 
offers a prickly reappraisal of 
the myth of American "good
ness" in history and polit ics . . . 
and exposes the strange, dual 
role of America's powerful 
technical intell igentsia. Pub. 
price $7.95 

00010. The Gay World, Martin 
Hoffman. Perceptive glimpse of 
day-to-day life in the homosexual 
"underground"—from "c loset 
queens" and " tw ink les" to "day 
straights" and gay bars. Based 
on numerous interviews and 
intimate conversations. Pub. 
price $5.95 

00001. The Children of the 
Dream, Bruno Bettelheim. Can 
you banish the "Jewish Mother" 
syndrome by rearing children 
communally,starting 5 days after 
birth? Israel's kibbutz 
experiment described with 

beauty and warmth: what Its 
" incredibly wel l -adjusted" 
children have gained; what 
they may have tragically lost. 
Pub. price $6.95 
01165. The Crime of Punish
ment, Karl Menninger, M.D. Do 
current penal practices actually 
encourage crime? Can we make 
police more effective by making 
them less powerful? Bril l iant, 
often paradoxical, analysis o' 

the " law and order" problem. 
Pub. price $8.95 
00002. Teaching as a Subver
sive Activity, Neil Postman & 
Charles Weingartner. Devastat
ing assault on the Education 
Establishment—unveils bril l iant 
new technique to help all 
students develop built-in "crap 
detectors" as basic equipment 
in their survival kits. Pub. 
price $5.95 

Send me the three selections whose num
bers I have printed in the boxes. Bill me 

— , , , — only $3.95 plus shipping and handling for all 
i n n U n i l i n o f̂  o -,-,0 three, and enroll me as a Charter Member of 
U l n lilllll /Jr^r . ,, • 'f'® "ew Psychology Today Book Club. New 

U U U I I U I U U 400 Community Drive selections wil l be described to me in advance 
IVIanhassetNewYorkll030 each month. I need never accept a book I do 
not want. My only obligation is to accept three additional selections or alter
nates during the next year, at savings of up to 40%. 1 may resign any time after that. 
Guarantee: if not delighted with your introductory books, you may return them in 10 
days to cancel membership. There wi l l be no further obligation on your part. 

Name-
Please print 

Address. 

City_ - State_ - Z i p . 

4^g Orders accepted only from continental U.S.A., Hawaii and Alaska. 1*18 II 
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- . STUDIES IN 

fttfure 
art 

) ) 3 2 PAGES 
FINEST NATURAL 

(., f PHOTOGRAPHY OF 
^ ^ FEMALE FIGURES 

Nothing like them 
EVER available be

fore! Yours NOW 
due to recent 
court decisions; 

/ \ jo ld to adults 
/ \ on ly ! A r t i s t i c 

'"' \ photo repro
ductions that 
set the stand-

\a rd for rich 
^ co l o r and 

beauty! 
See and * " excellent aid to Artists & Students 

It:"U!ie SAMPLE c o p y 
The female . * • c4 CA 
figure in full Forms In Color 53.50 
glory; gorgeous COVER GIRL $5 
NUDES depicting EXCITING S5 
exquisi fe models .T i in i r t « i 
w i t h n a t u r a l n i s s , STUDIO $3 
clearness and complete Catalog SI 
frankness. Each pose, each lllusfrated; 
picture destined to become io.P-aes all 
a collector's item. Truly ex- , . <„ii „ l o r 
hilaratlng and educational! ' " " " " " " ^ 

C C N T P / I L S A L E S L T D . 
D E P T . R - 1 / POST O F F I C E BOX 4 2 
B A L T I M O R E . M A R Y L A N D 2 1 2 0 3 

TOM HAYDEN says: 
"An indispensable 
analysis for 
those Americans 
who have been 
struggling against 
the Vietnam war 
and racism... 
provides a clear and under
standable perspective on 
America's conservative world 
role." 

EMPIRE AND 
REVOLUTION 

A Radical Interpretation 
of Contemporary History 

By DAVID HOROWITZ 
$6.95, now at your bookstore | ^ ^ 

RANDOM HOUSE (luB 

and Dr. Ehrlich correctly implied how 
the underlying and causative problems 
of overpopulation and technocratic sui
cide outweigh "purely" political dilem
mas. We have declared war, not only on 
every species of wildlife, on every body 
of water and land on earth; nor only on 
the underdeveloped and the poverty-
stricken, but finally on ourselves. The 
whole earth is becoming, like the less 
monied regions of our American em
pires, a vast ghetto, where only rats, 
garbage and misery remain, and industry 
is the slumlord. 

DAVID C . MACKENZIE 

New York 

SIRS: Hard though it will be for the aver
age reader to believe, Dr. Ehrlich's 
scenario for the next ten years is the most 
optimistic and favorable one possible. 
He has left several factors out of consid
eration. 1) Deforestation is now proceed
ing so fast that within those ten years the 
world may well run short of wood and 
above all of paper. 2) This, plus over
grazing, urbanization and bad farming, 
is leading to soil erosion so great that in 
ten years a significant percentage of the 
world's soil will be in the oceans—mak
ing a much worse mess of them than 
Ehrlich predicts. 

3) Urban sprawl proceeds at 1,000,000 
plus acres a year in the U.S., and cor
respondingly in other countries. The 
effects of this on energy balance, erosion, 
pollution, etc., are obvious enough al
ready. 4) More people and more use of 
resources must necessarily mean more 
control. More control means more com
mitment to the status quo. This makes 
totally Utopian Dr. Ehrlich's behefs that 
the U.S. will awaken to its troubles by 
1973. Instead, the controllers will easily 
convince the people that their problems 
are due to blacks, students and radicals. 

5) Starvation, worldwide, will be much 
worse than Dr. Ehrlich predicts. The 
"Green Revolution" has not even 
touched the problems of protein short
age and vitamin C shortage. These short
ages are the leading causes of serious 
malnutrition in the world. Thus deaths 
will be much more numerous and come 
much sooner than predicted. 

Our lives are at stake. We must fight 
like anyone, any animal, in a corner. 

E. N. ANDERSON, JR. 

Assist. Prof, of Anthropology 
Univ. of Calif., Riverside 

Jack Scott, America's most prom -
inant New Lett sports writer, 
covered the Mexico City Olym
pics for RAMPARTS and is the 
author of "The White Olym
pics," an article which appeared 
in last year's April-May issue of 
RAMPARTS. 

" J a c k Scott 's book places the 
world of a thlete and the coach 
directly in the context of conflict 
within our society. I t is an im
por tan t book because it tells 
clearly and directly wha t m a n y 
American males do not want to 
h e a r — t h a t their heroes are real 
h u m a n beings and t ha t m a n y of 
them are young and angry. I t 
tells t h a t there is no neutra l 
place where one can retreat and 
forget abou t race and pover ty 
and colonialism and author i ta r i 
anism. I t is a political book about 
athletics, a commit ted book t ha t 
m a y itself have an influence on 
moving our society to value the 
joy of all free learning, menta l 
and physical ." 

—from foreword by Herbert 
Kohl, author of 36 C H I L D R E N 

Send check or money order for $3.50 to: 

OTHER WAYS BOOK DEPT. 
Station E, P .O.Box 13133 

Oakland, California 
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Please print clearly and check your order 
to make certain you have ordered the 
cards you want. Payment must accompany 
order. (Ordinary parcel post paid by CORE.) 

DOVES 

For year-round use, bv 

Anne Frank: " I still bcli 
people are rcallv Rood 

peace and tranquilily 
No messaoe inside. 6' 

SLEEPING INFANT 

This beautiful card, a silk screen in 
shaded tones, is Ihe work of ariisi 
Gregorio Preslipino. The message 
inside is a quotation from James 
13aldvvin: "The moment we cease lo 
hold each olher, the moment we 
break faith with one another, Ihe sea 
engulfs us and (he light goes out." 

Complete Brochure obtainable at 
CORE National Office 
200 WEST 13.5 St., 
New York, N. Y. 10030 
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