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Just look at this great selection of recorded entertainment —
available on 12" Records OR 8-Track Cartridges OR Tape Cas-
settes OR 7" Reel Tapes! So no matter which type of stereo
playback equipment you now have — you can take advantage
of one of these introductory offers from Columbia House!
If you prefer your music on 12" Stereo Records join the Colum-
bia Record Club now and you may have ANY 14 of these
selections for only $2.86. Just indicate the 14 records you want
on the application and mail it today, together with your check
or money order. In exchange, you agree to buy ten records (at
the regular Club prices) during the coming two years . . . and
you may cancel membership any time after doing so.
OR — if you prefer your music on Stereo Tapes join the Colum-
bia Tape Club now and take ANY 8 of these selections for only
$2.86. Just write in the numbers of your 8 selections on the
application — then mail it together with check or money order.
(Also indicate whether you want cartridges or cassettes or
reel tapes.) In exchange, you agree to buy seven selections
(at regular Club prices) during the coming two years . . . and
you may cancel membership any time after doing so.
Your own charge account will be opened upon enroliment . . .
and the selections you order as a member will be mailed and
billed at the regular Club prices: records, $4.98 or $5.98; car-
tridges and cassettes, $6.98; reel tapes, $7.98 . . . plus a proc-
essing and postage charge. (Occasional special selections may
be somewhat higher.)
You may accept or reject selections as follows: whichever
Club you join, every four weeks you will receive a new copy
of your Club’s music magazine, which describes the regular
selection for each musical interest . . . plus hundreds of alter-
nate selections from every fieid of music.
... If you do not want any selection in any month, just return
the response card always provided by the date specified

... if you want only the regular selection for your musical in-
terest, you need do nothing —it will be shipped automatically

... if you want any of the other selections offered, order them
on the response card and return it by the date specified

... and from time to time we will offer some special selections,
which you may reject by returning the dated response form
provided . .. or accept by simply doing nothing.

You'll be eligible for your Club's bonus plan upon completing

your enrollment agreement — a plan which enables you to save

at least 33% on all your future purchases. Act now!
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COLUMBIA HOUSE, Terre Haute, Indiana 47808

| am enclosing check or money order for $2.86, as payment for the
14 records indicated below. Please accept my membership applica-
tion for the Columbia Record Club. | agree to buy ten records (at
regular Club prices) in the coming two years — and may cancel
membership at any time after doing so.

RECORDS

MY MAIN MUSICAL INTEREST 1S (check one box only)
D'Easy Listening {} Young Sounds {7 Classical
[J Broadway & Hollywood ] Country 0 Jazz

(8S-2)E13
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SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF TAPES {check one box anly)
7 Cartridges (PN-W) [ Cassettes (PP-X} [7] Resl Tagas (MI-Y)

MY MAIN MUSICAL INTEREST IS (check one box only)
[] Easy Listening ] Young Scunds . [ ]:Country

Whichever Club I've joined, all selections will be described in ad-
vance in the Club magazine, sent every four weeks. f | do not wish
any selection, I'll return the card provided by the date specified, or
use the card to order any selection | do want. If | want only the
regular selection for my musical interest, | need do nothing = it will

be shipped automatically. Occasionally, I'll be offered special selec-
tions which | may accept or reject by using the dated form provided.
] M.

] Mrs.
I
(Please Print) First Name initial Last Name

AdAress. .o i e e e e et er e e a e rar e ranena
X State
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Do You Have A Telephone? (check one) [] YES. .....
APO, FPO addressees: write for special offer

1 'am enclosing my check of money order for $2.88, !
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Vietnam and

the Elections:
Old Mythsand

New Realities

“Our whole political
experience has
taught us: keep your
distance from the
central institutions
of American life. . ..
The characteristic
fear of the

’60s, the catchword
of political

menace: Cooption.
Andtheinverse

of the political
menace was the
political strategy:
dissociation,
abstention,

boycott. But if

we have nothing

to offer, we have
nothing to withhold. . ..
The New Left

has not been coopted,
but it has nearly
disappeared.”

HEN THE DEMAND FOR U.S.
withdrawal from Vietnam
was first taken up by the

radical anti-war movement almost ten
years ago, the liberal doves denounced
it as simplistic, divisive and utopian.
Today there is not a politician in
sight who does not pay lip service to
withdrawal. President Nixon, who has
dropped more tons of bombs on Viet-

nam in three years of winding down
the war than President Johnson did
in five years of escalating it, included
U.S. withdrawal in his ‘“generous
offer” of January 25. The President,
of course far too generous to offer
withdrawal alone, offered Withdrawal
Plus Democracy. As Noam Chom-
sky shows in the accompanying arti-
cle {page 12], Nixon’s “Democracy”
is a program for the surrender of the
Vietnamese revolution to the Saigon
army and police.

The demand for withdrawal can be
distorted. Politicians can use it as
cover for a continuing involvement
that they cannot openly defend. Still,
in this election, for the first time the
radical movement has established the
terms of the Vietnam debate; our
demand is now the test of what the
politicians can acknowledge and what
they must conceal. They have been
compelled to talk withdrawal. The
question is whether they can be forced
to mean it. Will there be peace, or
another “settlement” as in 1954?

American political leaders will at-
tempt to quiet popular opposition by
phasing out the most overt instruments
of U.S. intervention while maintaining
effective U.S. domination over Viet-
nam. Ever since we brought Ngo Dinh
Diem out of his retirement in the
Maryknoll seminary in New Jersey
and made him Premier of South Viet-
nam, we have hoped to make the suc-
cessive Saigon client governments do
our work for us in Vietnam. Now
this policy is being pursued with new
optimism. Years of saturation bomb-
ing, of unremitting carnage, have
weakened the fabric of Vietnamese
society, and taken their toll of the
indigenous forces of Vietnamese na-
tionalism represented by the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Government
(PRG). Ten years ago Vietnam’s
population was 85 percent rural; to-
day it is 45 percent. Large-scale U.S.
investment programs are in progress
to strengthen the Saigon government’s
material base, and ambitious plans
for “post-war development” indicate
that America’s economic potentates
are not counting on defeat. They hope
to build up a foreign-dominated econ-
omy that will give the Saigon govern-
ment enough social weight to dom-
inate the political future of Vietnam,

That continued dominance is the key
to U.S. strategy in Vietnam. To
achieve it, everything else—from the
presence of uniformed U.S. personnel,
to the individual welfare of President
Thieu—is dispensible.

So, for example, in February Ed-
mund Muskie proposed the withdraw-
al of American soldiers, sailors, and
airmen from all of Indochina. That
is all to the good. But his second point
(for which he may even be prepared
to use U.S. aid as leverage) is “to
urge the government in Saigon to
make a political accommodation with
all the elements of their society.”
What this means is to force the
Saigon government to broaden its
base, by including even the Vietcong.
Revealed in this proposal is the hope
that the Saigon government will be so
strong, the revolutionary forces of
Vietnamese nationalism so battered,
and the U.S. anti-war movement so
gullible, that the PRG can be forced
into the role of junior partner in a
coalition government.

By contrast, the radical demand for
withdrawal must be not to broaden the
Saigon government’s base but to pull
the rug out from under it, precisely
to deprive it of its foreign supplied
power in the internal politics of Viet-
nam, By the time a new President
can take office next January, the U.S.
will have handed over to Saigon a
massive war machine, along with huge
reserves and supplies, all defined by
Nixon as “Vietnamese” and therefore
immune to withdrawal. Uniformed
American ground forces are being
pulled out anyway. Our direct military
leverage is air power. What does it
mean to “withdraw” air power? We
have fast-moving aircraft carriers, and
long-range B-52 bombers. Our prom-
ises of bombing halts have proved
worthless. As long as the Saigon gov-
ernment stands—Thieu or no Thieu—
the implicit threat of U.S. air power
stands behind it.

At a minimum we must demand an
unconditional end to all aid to the
Saigon government, both military aid
and economic. In this situation there
is no distinction; our economic aid
in effect finances our mercenary army.
(Any “humanitarian” exceptions such
as an imported rice dole must be
funnelled through an international
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832. CHINA AND RUSSIA: The
“Great Gume’” By 0. Edmund
Clubb. Three centuries of “‘mas-
sive contest,” always short of war.

$12.95/ $8.75

775. THE RISING SUN: The De-
cline and Fall of the Japanese
Empire, 1936-45 By John Toland.

$12.95/ $8.95

369. THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR
By Hugh Thomas. A spellbinder
— the complete history of the
grim “dress rehearsal for World

War Two.” $12.50/ $8.50

606. HENRY VIl By John J.
Scarisbrick. A highly praised new
study of the monarch at front-

center stage. $10.95/ $7.65

746, EMPIRE OF THE STEPPES: A
History of Central Asia By René
Grousset. The great French his-
torian’s account of the Mongolian
and Turkish invasions — first Eng-
lish translation.  $17.50/ $9.95

726. A HISTORY OF THE AFRICAN
PEOPLE By Robert W. July. Their
richly complicated history, an-
cient to present times. Highly
readable. Filled with facts, not
special pleading.  $15.00/$8.95

791. NAPOLEON: From 18 Bru-
maire to Tilsit, 1799-1807 By
Georges Lefebure. From hero of
the Revolution to unquestioned
master of Europe. $10.00/ $7.50

844. TIMES OF FEAST, TIMES OF
FAMINE By Emmanuel Le Roy
Ladurie. Effects of climate on Eu-
ropean and American historysince
the year 1000. $10.00/ $7.50

782, THE ROMANS: 850 BC-AD
337 By Donald R. Dudley. From
prehistory to the death of Con-

stantine. $7.95/$6.75
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First price is publisher's liét. Boldface shows member’s price.

868. COMING APART: An in-
formal history of America in the
1960's By William L. O’'Neill.
$12.50/ $8.50
750. THE GERMAN DICTATOR-
SHIP: The Origins, Structure, and
Consequences of National Social-
ism By Karl Dietrich Bracher.
$13.95/$9.50
671. MEDIEVAL HISTORY: The
Life and Death of a Civilization
(2nd Edition) By Norman F.
Cantor. A lucid, lively and read-
able book on the total history of
the middle ages.  §10.95/ $8.50

476. THE LIFE OF LENIN By Louis
Fischer. Winner of the National
Book Award. $12.50/ $8.50

857. THE RISE AND FALL OF THE
HABSBURG MONARCHY By
Victor-L. Tapié. $15.00/$8.95

767. CONQUEST OF THE INCAS
By John Hemming. Based on
fieldwork and new research of
Inca sources. $12.50/ $8.75

657. THE CREATION OF THE
AMERICAN REPUBLIC,1776-1787
By Gordon S. Wood. Bancroft

Award winner. $15.00/ $9.95

543. ANCIENT EUROPE By Stuart
Piggott. From 6000 B.C. to the
Roman era, a fascinating survey
of prehistoric barbarian Europe.
194 illustrations.  $10.00/ $7.50

Winner of Pulitzer Prize
and National Book Award

105. HUEY LONG By T Harry
Williams. Buffoon, menace, dic-
tator — yet voice of an authentic
American radicalism., The first
full-length study of his life.
$12.50/ $8.50

687. ANTI-INTELLECTUALISM IN
AMERICAN LIFE By Richard Hof-
stadter. America’s historic sus-
picion of intellectuals —fjiiij roots
and meaning. Pulitzer Prize win-

ner. $7.95/$5.95

708. JEFFERSON AND THE
RIGHTS OF MAN By Dumas Ma-
lone. His eventful middle years
— minister to France, secretary
of state under Washington, be-
ginning of differences with the
Federalists, $10.00/ $7.95

104. THE INDIAN HERITAGE OF

AMERICA By Alvin M. Josephy,
Jr. The history, archaeology, and
ethnology of all Indian cultures
in the Americas since the Ice Age.

$10.00/ $7.50

Three good reasons to join The History Book Club:

» Dramatic savings. As a trial member, you can save over 50% on
your choice of the finest works of history and world affairs—more
than 150 titles to choose from each month,

» Liberal bonus plan. You are free to select your bonus books from
our entire list...no restrictions as in most clubs. After trial mem-
bership, you earn a bonus certificate with every four books you

purchase.

» Exceptional quality. The History Book Club always brings you new
volumes identical with or superior to original publishers’ editions
... never economy “‘book club” reprints.

ENROLL NOW TO RECEIVE UP TO $47.50

WORTH OF FINE BOOKS FOR ONLY 99¢

THE HISTORY BOOK CLUB, Stamford, Conn. 06904
Please enroll me as a trial member and send me, for only
99 cents, the three books whose numbers I have filled in;

L 1L

11

accompanying the Review.

PRINT NAME

Also send me, at the member’s price, my first selection:

L1

I enclose no money now. Send bill with books.

Within two weeks, I may return the books and owe nothing.
Or keep them and agree to take only four more selections in the
coming year from among more than 150 offered each month in
the Club Review. I may choose any of these instead of the Edi-
tors’ Choice, or no book at all, by returning the reply card

RA17S

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIpP

A small shipping charge is added to each order. Residents of Canada:

Please mail coupon to: The History Book Club, 16 Overlea Blvd., Toronto
17, Ontario

THE HISTORY BOOK CLUB + Stamford, Conn. 06904




agency agreed to by the PRG.)

Of course there is no guarantee that
any promise wrested from a candidate
will be performed when he is elected.
Far from it. But building a popular
mandate, clarifying the issue, pinning
the candidates down to an unequivocal
commitment—all this is an important
political process. It is sometimes even
enough to “keep the politicians hon-
est.” It is certainly not wasted when
the promise is broken. The sharpened
consciousness of the issue, combined
with the outrage of betrayal, form a
potent basis for future direct action
and mass struggle. Even Lyndon
Johnson’s Vietnam peace mandate of
1964, such as it was, was important
to the rise of the anti-war movement.
It is all the more important now to
sharpen the demand for withdrawal and
establish the clearest possible mandate
for it. More specifically, in this elec-
tion year radicals must ask themselves
how pressure can be brought to bear on
the political contests to force the issue
of real withdrawal in a way the pol-
iticians cannot evade.

HILE MANY RADICALS WILL
agree with this analysis of the
withdrawal issue, many will

not respond to the call for engage-
ment at the electoral level that the
logic of the struggle would seem to
entail. According to the established
political principles of the New Left,
this is the kind of political contribu-
tion radicals are not supposed to
make. By the canons of our conven-
tional wisdom, radicals are barred
from the main electoral arena. This
belief is so pervasive on the left and
so significant an obstacle to reviving
the anti-war struggle and carrying it
through to success, that it merits a
full-scale discussion in itself.

The arguments against electoral in-
volvement are familiar: electoral pol-
itics are a seductive delusion, a cha-
rade, a diversion of energies, a trap.
There is truth in all of them. We have
all seen dissenters hooked on “the art
of the possible” by the Democratic
Party. But we must realize that these
days, amidst the remnants of our move-
ment, the old epithets have a hollow
ring. “A diversion of energies?” If
only there were energies to divert.

The anti-electoral orientation of the

New Left was supposed to encourage
serious organizing and lead to long-
term continuity, It didn't work out
that way. Obviously something went
wrong with the political approach that
we developed. It has left us weak in
spite of an increasing potential for
radical strength, and now it bars us
from intervening in the area of our
greatest achievement and most pro-
found responsibility. How can we not
engage ourselves in this process in
which the fate of Vietnam is now un-
folding? Yet everything in our origins
and in the dynamics of our growth
teaches us to keep away.

The New Left emerged in reaction
to the stultifying cold war consensus
of the ’50s. Our original self-definition
as a political movement came from
our opposition to the liberals and the

“There is a danger not
only of being absorbed
into existing political life
but also of losing contact
with it, and with the
people we are trying to
reach.”

nominal socialists, who were im-
mobilized by absorption, conformity
and compromise. Dissociation from
this mainstream was an intensely rad-
icalizing principal. The cold war rul-
ing consensus was profoundly vul-
nerable because it was wildly out of
line with the developing world reality.
The picture of America as the Affluent
Society and the altruistic defender of
Democracy was to confront a decade
of war in Vietnam and a crisis of
race and poverty at home, In such
conditions the mere articulation of
principled dissent was devastating, like
the child’s observation that, as one
could plainly see, the Emperor was bare,

The formative experience of the
New Left was in the brilliant achieve-
ments of the anti-war movement, in
the steady vindication of its uncom-
promising vision on Vietnam. Each
escalating departure from the main-
stream brought new success: from
letters to Congressmen, to petitions,
to marches, civil disobedience, draft

resistance, militant street confronta-
tions, from “Negotiations Now” to
“Immediate Withdrawal”; from fif-
teen thousand on the first Vietnam
Day to demonstrations of more than
a million. Until recently it seemed
that the only danger was the back-
sliders, the compromisers, and they
were consistently discredited.

As the ’60s ended, this linear pro-
gression stopped working. The super-
ior force of our vision of the Vietnam
War was no longer so clear for every-
one to see. Nixon was pulling out, the
draft slowed, the casualty rate de-
clined. And when progressive escala-
tion of our tactics was taken to its
logical conclusion by the Weather-
men—*“the heavier the better”—it led
to disaster, confusion and disarray.

The movement of the '60s has not
responded well to failure. We have
not been equal to the sonorous por-
tent of the question Lenin posed,
“What Is To Be Done?’ For us the
question is more like, “What To Do?”’

Our whole political experience has
taught us: keep your distance from
the central institutions of American
life; they will enmesh the leaders in
compromise, and seduce the followers
with reforms. The characteristic fear
of the ’60s, the catchword of political
menace: Cooption. And the inverse
of the political menace was the polit-
ical strategy: dissociation, abstention,
boycott.

But if we have nothing to offer, we
have nothing to withhold. We have
tried to elevate the boycott into a total
political program. We have boycotted
everything from non-union grapes to
Presidential elections. No institution
can ecscape. We are absent every-
where. (What are you doing today? “I
think T'll stay home and boycott the
A&P.” All day? “No just until it
closes.”)

Our vigilance was flawless, but one-
sided; the New Left has not been
coopted, but it has nearly disappeared.

what the experience of the ’60s

didn’t teach us. We never faced
the problem of formulating a program
and making ourselves understood; we
drew attention to the facts, and the
facts spoke for themselves. We never
really faced the problems of organiza-

IT IS TIME WE STARTED to learn
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The Background, Foreground, Underground-

getitall-in -.".‘e l.ibl'ﬂl:Y
of Political Affairs

All these important
books to choose from—
now!

Take any 3

(values to $41.95)

for only 99‘ ea Ch

if you will join now and accept as few as
3 more selections in the next 12 months

(retail prices shown)

44010. ELEANOR AND FRANKLIN. Joseph P.
Lash. The wonderfully sensitive and superbly re-
searched biography of the amazing pair who
became the symbol of their age—and a richly
interesting one it was. $12.50

37460, THE CHALLENGE OF WORLD POV-
ERTY. Gunnar Myrdal. New approaches to
world poverty—based on a thorough analysis of
where the old programs went wrong. $8.95

44490, THE EMERGING JAPANESE SUPER-
STATE. Herman Kahn. The controversial head
of the Hudson Institute examines the Japanese
economic miracle and its implications. $7.95

63140. MOTIVE FOR A MISSION: James
Douglas-Hamilton. A unique view of the geo-
political theory behind Hess’s bizarre flight to
Britain — includes material never available before.

37940. CHINA AND RUSSIA: THE GREAT
GAME. 0. Edmund Clubb. Sino-Russian rela-
tions over the centuries; puts current disputes
into perspective. 298

32440. THE AGE OF ENERGY: Varieties of
American Experience, 1865-1915. Howard Mum-
ford Jones. The background for today emerges
as the Pulitzer Prize-winning author investigates
the essence of America in the half-century be-
tween the Civil War and World War 1. $12.50

41880. THE DECLINE OF THE WASP. Peter
Schrag. An analysis of the Protestant establish-
ment, its characteristics, accomplishments, and
current status. A most original examination with
some unexpected conclusions, $6.95

20270. BOSS: Richard J. Daley of Chicago. Mike
Royko. The pungent, best-selling book on a mas-
ter politician, and a myth-shattering look at the
intricate workings of machine politics. $5.95

87150, WHITETOWN, U.S.A. Peter Binzen,
Working-class America’s ideas, values, school
systems—and deepening resentments. $6.95

343990. ASIA, EAST BY SOUTH: Second Edition.
Joseph E. Spencer and William E. Thomas, Jr.
The background of today's crises — Bangladesh,
the military thrust into Cambodia, new flareups
along the Russo-Chinese border —become imme-
diately understandable in depth through this
unusual geography of Southeast Asia. $16.50

20610. DECISION. Richard Harris. The step-
by-step inside story of the battle in Congress and
in the White House for and against the appoint-
ment of G. Harrold Carswell. $5.95

61940, MEMOIRS OF HOPE: Renewal and En-
deavor, Charles de Gaulle. Le Grand Charles
writes openly about his feelings, reasons, inten-
tions, colleagues—and the behind-the-scenes re-
ality of great events and great decisions. $10.00

84810. TRUTH AND POWER: Essays of a
Decade, 1960-1970. Hans J. Morgenthau. Takes
the pulse of the last decade and relates it to
future needs. $10.00

69920. THE POLITICS OF UNREASON: Right
Wing Extremism in America, 1790-1970. Seymour
M. Lipset and Earl Rabb. The interworking of
historical motifs and right-wing movements.
Winner of the Gunnar Myrdal Prize. $12.50

43410. ECONOMICS, PEACE & LAUGHTER,
John Kenneth Galbraith, One of the nation’s
leading economists provides you with an eco-
nomic survival kit $795

35570. THE BATTLE STALIN LOST: Memoirs
of Yugoslavia 1948.1953. Viadimir Dedijer. How
Yugoslavia manoeuvered to keep its indepen-
dence from Russia. .50

80770. THE STRUGGLE FOR THE MIDDLE
EAST. Walter Laqueur. An authoritative study
of change and disruption in the crucial decade
1958-1968. $7.95

61630, McNAMARA: His Ordeal in the Penta-
gon, Henry L. Trewhitt. The trials of the com-
puter mind versus the monoliths of the Pen-
tagon, and the dinosaurs in Congress. $7.95

48750. THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS FUDGE
FACTORY. John Franklin Campbell. Factual
devastating picture of the foggiest outfit in Foggy
Bottom-—-our State Department. How it got that
way, who did it, and what can be done. $6.95

39600, COMING APART: An informal history
of America in the 1960’s. William L. O’Neill.
Sweeping, witty overview of an incredible decade
—the politics, counter-culture, civil rights, uni-
versity revolutions —it’s all here! $12.50

62110, MEN, IDEAS AND POLITICS. Peter
F. Drucker. The interrelationships between eco-
nomic, political and social thought., Examines
why and how a brilliant maneuver in one society
can be a disaster in another. $6.95

67150, THE TERRIBLE YEAR: The Paris Com-
maune, 1871, Alistair Horne. The year of civil
war and fratricidal passion, when more Parisians
were killed than during the Reign of Terror. The
events leading to thc storm and its aftermaths.
Magnificently illustrated. $12.50

65180. OFF COURSE: From Truman to Nixon,
Rexford G. Tugwell. A hard-hitting assessment
of how our presidents have reacted to and shaped
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tion; each “action” recreated the con-
stituency of the movement. But the
most. critical lesson, in our state of
fragmented isolation, is that there is a
danger not only of being absorbed into
existing political life but also of losing
contact with it, and with the people we
are trying to reach.

When radicals consider participation
in the American electoral system, it is
not out of admiration for its workings.
No one questions the fundamental
critique: the electoral system is rigged;
the alternatives are imposed from
above (rather blatantly if necessary as
with Humphrey in 1968); candidates
are not accountable to their supporters,
and eventual betrayal can practically
be assumed; the formal equality of the
vote is far outweighed by the potent
inequality of wealth, in the election
itself (campaign funds, etc.), in the
control of information, the shaping of
ideology, and the control of the gov-
ernmental structures into which the
winning candidates are sent; the Dem-
ocratic Party bears prime responsibil-
ity for the war, it is bound to the same
ultimate interests as the Republicans,
and it cannot be reformed; the whole
is a system that provides the illusion
of democracy without the substance.

But what strategic conclusions should
we draw from these facts? A fairly
typical example from a New Left ar-
gument against participation in the
1968 elections follows up a critique of
the electoral system by calling for a
general “deobfuscation of the existing
reality.” “That deobfuscation leads to
a disengagement from existing institu-
tions and value system, once people
are aware of the manipulative nature
of American corporate control . . .
they must reject the rewards and de-
mands of that society in order to clear
the ground for a new conception of
society.” Even taken out of context
such a statement is revealing. The no-
tion that we can “clear the ground” by
“disengagement from existing institu-
tions” could seem plausible only to
people rather marginally involved in
those institutions in the first place: for
example, middle-class students relying
on parental support. Workers who rely
on their “engagement with existing in-
stitutions” to live and eat might not
find it so convenient to “reject the re-
wards.”

A prime problem of revolution is
precisely that the society lives by the
institutions which must be transformed
or overthrown. If only they really were
just charades, everything would be
much simpler. And radicals sometimes
get so high minded and detached that
they substitute this wish for the real-
ity. The above-quoted analysis says
“radicalization leads to an understand-
ing that voting has nothing to do with
changing your life.” In that case, there
would be no “rewards” to reject. It is
not so much the illusion of power in
electoral politics that radicals find dan-
gerous, but the real influence it affords.

The radical notion of the “seductive
illusions” of the electoral process is
very much overstated. It acts as cover
for the fact that radicals think people
act like morons when they vote, where-
as in fact people vote pretty rationally.

That doesn’t mean they clearly per-
ceive the limits of the system, but that
within those limits they tend to use
their votes to their best advantage. A
program for radical independent pol-
itics has to start by recognizing that it
is rational to vote, and generally speak-
ing it is rational to vote for the “lesser
evil.” And when people fail to take the
radicals’ advice in their voting, it is
generally not because they have been
blinded by false consciousness, but be-
cause the radicals’ advice doesn’t make
much sense.

The idea of the mesmerized voter
leads to a kind of Pavlovian school of
independent politics. Pavlovians be-
lieve that people vote for Democrats
because of a compulsive habit that
blocks any alternative. The solution is
somehow to induce people to vote for
a third party candidate; this is an in-
trinsically liberating act. They have
broken through the block. And then
having broken the Democratic habit,
they start to become conditioned to
third party voting.

Now in its worst form this leads
radicals to induce that first habit-break-
ing vote by making the patently false
“tweedledee tweedledum” argument,
that the liberal and conservative can-
didates are indistinguishable, so there is
nothing to lose from voting third party.
Of course when the conservative like
Reagan wins, the voter can see it does
make a difference, that the radical
steered him wrong, and the voter very

sensibly rejects any further guidance.
There are even radicals who think a
Reagan “radicalizes” people, makes
them hate the system, but in fact peo-
ple blame their troubles on Reagan,
not the system, and they pine for a
Democrat.

The more respectable Pavlovians
make a more reasonable argument:
that there are differences between the
candidates, but they are smaller than
they are made out to be; the Demo-
crat may be better but he is still pretty
bad, and we’d be much better off with
a party of our own, which would pre-
sent the radical alternative that we
really need; finally, to help build this,
it is worth risking the somewhat great-
er evil of Republicanism.

Now this makes good sense if the
votes really help build a serious party.
But when the number of voters in the
third party is ridiculously small, it
doesn’t build, it just gets smaller. The
Pavlovians believe it will start small
and gradually grow, because they think
that once you've voted independent you
get the independence habit, you're
hooked. In reality people don’t see how
their vote is building a real party, how
the vote they are throwing into the
third party to win say one percent of
the votes cast is going to convince any-
one else that it is a hot prospect. So
they go back to the Democrats for
good reason, while the radicals scratch
their heads.

Building an independent radical elec-
toral party, as one face of a radical
movement whose concerns and strat-
egies extend beyond elections, is a goal
of prime importance. Too often, how-
ever, our attempts at independent pol-
itics simply teach people that, if they
are powerless with the Democrats, they
are even more powerless with us. We
have been asking people to choose be-
tween their present political influence,
which we minimize or ignore, and a fu-
ture power we don’t know how to build.

Once again the fear of cooption
makes it hard to see our way clear of
this dilemma, We tend to see every
gain people make in the system as a
cooptive threat, which strengthens their
illusions and keeps them in line. Some
radicals have the sense that the perfect
radicalizing experience occurs when
you get people together to demand
something and they fail. If they do get
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what they ask for, there is the danger
of cooption. In reality, failure has very
limited utility, and what it does have
is mostly for middle-class college stu-
dents, who are shocked to discover
that the social institutions are not de-
signed to meet people’s reasonable de-
mands. But once or twice is enough to
convince most people. After that, fail-
ure merely instills despair.

When people organize and win, they
have themselves to thank, not the sys-
tem, and generally they know it, And
the concession, far from coopting them,
makes them feel their collective pow-
er, encourages them to try for more,
and encourages others to imitate and
join them.

It is a mistake in the first place to
think that the social system sustains
itself primarily by cooption. This is
rather like the liberal pluralist view of
society as a number of consciously
active interest groups, whose pursuit of
their interests lead to a balanced reso-
lution of the issues of power. Actually,
cooption is something of an emerg-
ency measure, conceding to an especi-
ally troublesome group a share of the
limited resources of privilege. It is in
the nature of privilege that there is not
enough to go around. (Of course, a
concession is only cooptive if it quiets
the source of the trouble rather than,
say, encourages militancy.) Privileged
rule is maintained not primarily by
keeping people satisfied, but by keep-
ing them apathetic, atomized, misin-
formed, above all isolated and passive.

These immobilizing influences are
also our real enemies on the Left. We
guard against cooption, but these have
laid us low. We worry about illusions,
but our real problem is despair; we have
become disillusioned not only with the
system but with ourselves. We are
fragmented, not because we had an
organization and lost it but because we
have lost the easy trust and confidence
in each other, the good faith in our
leaders, and the simple consensus of
issues and tactics which we substituted
for organization. Now the issues and
tactics have become more complicated.
No doubt many of the leaders were
irresponsible. Certainly the Weather-
people did great damage. There was no
Left authority to reject them so they
were accepted at their word; they were
the revolutionaries, and the people re-

jected the revolution. And our experi-
ence of independent electoral politics
didn’t help; it taught not collective
power but collective impotence.

UR FIRST PROBLEM on the Left
O is to shake off the feeling of
failure by confronting our own
success. To get rid of the idea that the
movement “gave up” because it was ex-
hausted by wasted effort, the idea that
“nothing worked.” The extraordinary
achievements of the New Left of the
’60s belie this notion. We have been
instrumental in a transformation of
American politics unimaginable in the
“I like Ike” era of a dozen years ago.
As politics have shifted, the system
has materially weakened. Even the
Army, sorely disaffected, is not an un-
questioning instrument. The resources
and options of imperialism have been
sharply curtailed. The most timid re-
forms in Guatemala and the Domin-
ican Republic once brought down im-
mediate direct intervention, The sweep-
ing nationalizations in Chile, whatever
the eventual developments may be, al-
ready have demonstrated that U.S.
freedom of action has been significant-
1y reduced.

Vietnam is one of the issues about
which people sometimes say “nothing
worked.” But in fact popular opposi-
tion played a decisive role in limiting
U.S. options of escalation and massive
troop presence. While the government
wished to discourage us by pretending
publicly to be unmoved by protest, the
internal memoranda in the Pentagon
Papers time and again point to popular
protest as a major obstacle to military
policy.

There have been no recent successes
to restore confidence in the system. The
war has not been won, and the econ-
omy is not prosperous, The large num-
bers of people who were protesters
and sympathizers may be immobilized,
but they are still there. Once we realize
our own strength, it is clear that we
really can begin to move, to pull our
forces back together, to formulate and
achieve some of the demands of the
growing radical consciousness in Amer-
ica. Perhaps in the proper order or-
ganization should come first, then pro-
gram. But right now we have no sig-
nificant national organization. We can,
however, start moving together on the

issues that profoundly unite us, such
as the issue of Vietnam. And to find
each other again in the midst of ac-
tion, to coordinate and extend it, is
the beginning and essence of organiza-
tion. The election provides a challenge
and an opportunity.

Our goal should be to make the rad-
ical presence a serious independent
factor in the electoral process. We
should organize as radicals, develop
and articulate a radical critique of the
politics we confront. We should build
loyalty only to radical organization,
and undermine loyalty to the Demo-
cratic Party. The first condition of
radical electoral participation is that
we do it on our own terms.

When radicals decide to support a
liberal candidate, it should be on a
clearly limited basis. We should not
merge our forces with his, but try to
act as a unit, through independent

.campaign committees, etc. We should

not simply steer people into the cam-
paign but draw people into our inde-
pendent committees, from inside and
outside the regular campaign. We
should exercise complete freedom of
criticism, taking this opportunity to
present a radical viewpoint in a con-
text where people are listening. If
the candidate takes a good position on
Vietnam, fine, we will reinforce it. But
we will also raise our own questions.
What about pulling out of the 2000
other military bases that the U.S.
maintains all over the world? Whose
interests are they there to serve? What
about giving assistance to Cuba and
Chile? What about distinguishing the
U.S. national interest from the inter-
ests of U.S. investors abroad?

Radicals should make clear that,
whether we support or oppose a lib-
eral candidate, we reject his liberalism,
We should lay out specific conditions
for our support, demands that we in-
sist on, and we should use our inde-
pendence to insure that these demands
are met, Our ability to force an issue
depends on the readiness to reward or
to punish, to wield the carrot or the
stick. When we do move into opposi-
tion, third party campaigns, etc., it
will be on the persuasive basis of our
rejected demands and the clear value
of a credible threat,

Such a campaign this year would
be a significant step forward in inde-
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