
WOMEN 
HEALTH CARE HAS CHANGED r a d i c a l l y 

in the last century, both in quantity 
and in kind. Seventy years ago, 80 per
cent of all health workers were doc
tors, in contrast with 12 percent today. 
Seventy years ago, roles were limited; 
today, there are over 375 different oc
cupations in the health field. The num
ber of health workers has also in
creased dramatically. 

But some aspects haven't changed; 
doctors are still the stars of the show. 
Their wages, their skills and their 
prestige are high; 90 percent of them 
are men. Yet 75 percent of all health 
workers are women, for much health 
work reflects traditionally "feminine" 
functions: nurturing, caring, cooking, 
educating, cleaning. 

The supporting cast of registered 
and practical nurses, dieticians, tech
nicians, social workers, housekeepers 

The work of the Women's News Collec
tive has grown out of a weekly radio pro
gram of women's news at KPFA in Berk
eley. We welcome contributions. 

and clerks find that most jobs are 
dead-end. Such low-paying, semi- and 
unskilled work has traditionally gone 
to women, especially Third World 
women. 

There is wage discrimination as well 
as job discrimination. For example, 
female practical nurses make an aver
age of $10 per week less than their 
male colleagues. In only one field are 
men's and women's salaries equal: 
medical technology. Throughout the 
medical system, women can expect 
less advancement than men. Yet with 
their numerical supremacy, women 
health workers are a powerful poten
tial for change. (condensed from 
Health/Pac Bulletin, Apri l l972.) • 

OFFICIAL STATISTICS SHOW that the di
vorce rate in the United States is in
creasing to an incredible degree. The 
Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare reports that the rate of divorce 
is now nearing half of the new mar
riages in a given year. 

Ms. Diana Dubroff, a New York 
lawyer, has proposed divorce insur
ance. She suggests that people take out 

divorce insurance when getting their 
marriage license. Then, "if a divorce 
occurs, payments from the policy 
would support the wife and children." 
And if the marriage survives, the pol
icy could be converted into an educa
tional fund for the children, or even 
into a regular life insurance policy. 
(ZNS) • 

JOB BREAKTHROUGHS for women occur 
in every field. According to a British 
security expert, a revolution in organ
ized crime is producing a new variety 
of women gang leaders and urban 
guerrillas. "We can no longer assume 
that women are the gentler sex," pri
vate detective Peter Hamilton told the 
annual conference of the Council of 
International Investigators. 

Women have taken leading positions 
as operators and planners in the un
derworld organizations of Britain, the 
United States and Germany. Mr. Ham
ilton was impressed that women gang 
bosses do not shrink from violence 
and added, "Women are among the 
strongest and most daring members of 
the Irish Republican Army." # 

LA RAZA UNIDA 
COMES TOGETHER 

by rodrigo reyes 
AMONG THOSE Vk/HO WERE PLANNING 

to attend the first convention of La 
Raza Unida Party (LARUP) was a 
certain Ricardo Falcon from Colo
rado, a member of that state's dele-

Rodrigo Reyes, a free-lance journalist, has 
been working on "Reflecciones de la 
Raza," a news program on KPFA-FM, in 
Berkeley. 

gation. On August 3, Falcon, his friend 
Florenzio Granados, and three others 
were en route to El Paso—the con
vention site—when their car's radiator 
became overheated. They pulled into a 
small service station in Oro Grande, 
New Mexico, to let the engine cool. 
The owner of the station, a man 
named Perry Brunson, was outraged 
that they would use his facilities and 
not make a purchase. He began to 
shout and Falcon argued back. Mo
ments later Brunson drew a revolver 
and fired four shots into the unarmed 
Falcon, who died shortly thereafter. 
Arrested and charged with man
slaughter, Brunson walked away on his 
own recognizance an hour-and-a-half 
later. When Falcon's wife, Priscilla, 
arrived and approached local authori
ties about the details of her husband's 
death, she was told she had no right 
to the information. More than once, 
officials simply slammed their doors in 
her face. 

Such was the prelude to La Raza 
Unida's national meeting in El Paso, 
over Labor Day weekend. The conven
tion, which drew four thousand dele

gates from seventeen states, estab
lished LARUP as an independent po
litical party that will not support or 
compromise with either the Demo
cratic or Republican parties. 

In his key note address, Rodolfo 
"Corky" Gonzales, founder of Colo
rado's Crusade for lustice, called on 
the people to stop voting for candi
dates who grab a taco and mariachi 
band every time election year rolls 
around and then forget the needs of 
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1 ^ reasons why you should read 

INTELLECTUAL DIGEST 
1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 

A report on the most implausible war corre
spondent in history—the pacifist George Ber
nard Shaw in Belgium during World War I. 
(Journey To Heartbreak) 

The discovery by a geologist that the South 
Pole was once in the Sahara Desert. (Natural 
History) 

An English scholar disposes of the "real" 
Christ and says that the Church created Him 
and "has invented ever new Christs for every 
new age." (Spectator) 

A first-hand report from Joseph Heller on the 
long-awaited successor to Catch-22, in 
ID'S unique feature "Work In Progress." 

A lawyer-penologist talks about what will 
have to replace our disastrous prison system. 
(After Conviction: A New Review of the Ameri
can Correction System) 

Robert Craft's moving journal of the death of 
his friend and master, Igor Stravinsky. (N.Y. 
Review of Books) 

Why is Frantz Fanon, a black prophet who 
died 10 years ago, a key to the Black Power 
movement in the U.S.? (Saturday Review) 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

Where in the whole world can you find the 
best example of the theory and practice of 
No-Work? (Hudson Review) 

Gore Vidal attacks the fallacy of the male im
perative and asks why the male ego can't ac
cept the female challenge to its dominance. 
(N.Y. Review of Books) 

In "The Souring of George Sauer" the ex-N.Y. 
Jets star offers some unexpected thoughts on 
aggression and authoritarianism in football. 
(Institute for ttie Study of Sport and Society) 

A California psychologist bucks the tide and 
speaks up for the benefits of poor communi
cation. (Psycfioanalytic Review) 

How to tackle a disease with all the weapons 
of science, and find that success may bring 
a whole new set of problems. (Smithsonian) 

Arnold Toynbee looks at man's development 
for an answer to today's question: Is Religion 
Superfluous? (Surviving the Future) 

Was Ho Chi Minh a bad poet? Read the argu
ments, pro and con, and decide for yourself 
as Intellectual Digest presents the Chinese 
original and two clashing translations. 

From literary magazines. Professional magazines. Political publications. 
Scientific journals. The freshest ideas from over 300 brilliant magazines 
—reprinted in a single new periodical. 

And by mailing the coupon now, you can become a Charter Subscriber 
and enjoy the next 12 issues at 40% off the regular price 

There has never been a magazine like INTELLECTUAL DIGEST 
before. Our editors read the most significant magazines and jour
nals in the world, and select the articles most important to the 
thinking layman. INTELLECTUAL DIGEST culls from all fields: 
science, sociology, literature, politics, art, medicine, history, even 
zoology. Our only requirement is that every article be thought-
provoking, important, informative —and lively. 

M^ny articles are published in full. And when we do "digest," 
we do so only by editing in collaboration with the author. Thus the 
integrity — even the complexity — of the original is retained. 

In addition, three newsletters in each issue keep you up to the 
minute on the major disciplines of the social sciences, sciences and 
arts. Outstanding non-fiction books are excerpted, too — many 
before publication. (A few recent examples: Kate Millett's Sexual 

Politics, Charles E. Silberman's Crisis in the Classroom, Paul 
Goodman's New Reformation: Notes of a Neolithic Conservative.) 

Act now for guaranteed Charter Rate 
By mailing the coupon now you can become a Charter Subscriber 
and enjoy these privileges: 

Free examination of your first issue. Take 14 days to decide if 
it's the kind of magazine you'd like to keep reading. If not, write 
"cancel" on the bill you receive after your first issue, and owe 
nothing. Of course, the issue is yours to keep. 

Save 40% if you decide to subscribe. You receive the Charter 
Rate — that's twelve monthly issues in all for $6, instead of the 
regular $10 subscription price. 

So act now to reserve your Charter Subscription. At the very 
least, you'll end up with a stimulating complimentary issue. 

r' INTELLECTUAL DIGEST 
P.O. Box 2986 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
Please send my complimentary issue of INTELLECTUAL DIGEST 
and enter my charter subscription for 11 additional issues at only 
$6 (a total savings of 40% on the regular $10 price). I understand 
I may cancel witiiin 14 days after receiving my complimentary issue 
if I am not fully satisfied. 
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