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creased the military potential of the 

“Isn’t there a contradiction,” his ques- 
tioners ask, between this position and his 
advocacy of helping China? “No,” 
answers Aron. “Unfortunately, foreign 
policy is a game for thieves and gang-- 
sters. When one has a proximate enemy, 
one tends to help a distant future enemy 
against the proximate one.” No honest 
student of international history can 
dispute the first sentence. That the con- 
clusion of the second sentence is wise on 

USSR.” 
quick French recovery after the war. 

While Aron, who had lived and taught 
in Germany, could “never imagine geno- 
cide” at the time it was occurring, he ac- 
cepts the shame of the Holocaust. “All 
the measures that the French might take 
against the Jews,” Aron said, “touched 
me deeply precisely because I am 
French. . .before I am Jewish. . . .One of 
the easiest and most simplistic ways to 
parry Hitler’s propaganda was to avoid 
proclaiming that the war was being 
fought to liberate the Jews. . . .[Instead] 
it was being fought against totalitarian- 
ism. . . . Churchill and Roosevelt failed to 
denounce the extermination of the Jews 
for the same reason.” 

Aron rejects what he calls “the legend 
of Yalta.” “It was not because of Yalta 
that Eastern Europe became Commu- 
nist”; it was because the Russian army 
occupied the satellite countries, and the 
West could not eject them. During the 
great schism that followed the war, Aron 
believed that division was inevitable, but 
war was improbable, partly because- 
and here Aron is far more perceptive 
than most commentators-Stalin was 
and always had been a prudent man. 

he events after World War I1 Aron T treats practically: He favored decol- 
onization, but with no sense of mission. 
The French attempt to hold Vietnam, ’ Raymond Aron: “I seek to determine the 

economic and social conditions that permit 
pluralism to survive.” of the surge of French nationalism. The 

cost in blood and money of holding the premise of the first is more doubtful. 
Algeria was unacceptable. Intervention Raymond Aron was a great friend of the 
by the United States in China against United States. He had no use for those 
Mao Tse-tung would have tragically failed; who damned both the superpowers. 
President Harry Truman and Secretary The essence of his political thought 
of State Dean Acheson were correct not emerges from the writers with whom he 
to make the attempt. American interven- identified. Early on he explains to his 
tion in the Korean War, however, was questioners that although he learned 
necessary as a display of national will. from his stay in Germany “what political 
And Aron strongly approved the North life can be when it manifests its horrible 
Atlantic Alliance and the rearmament of side,” he tells them he could have reached 
Germany. All these positions represent the same conclusion by reading Aristotle 
the politics of the possible. The worst and Machiavelli. “All that was necessary 
fault of the intellectuals, Aron concludes, was to understand them well.” Toward 
is criticism without answering, What the end he said: “Montesquieu earlier ex- 
would I do? plained liberalism through sociologic 

He follows this thesis on detente, cold analysis, as did Alexis de Tocqueville 
war, and nuclear arsenals. Detente did and Max Weber. Since I claim kinship 
not and does not prevent the Soviet with all three-based on a study of 
Union from taking over any country it modern economic societies-I see the 
can, and a return to “cold war” would dangers that result from the concentra- 
not increase the danger of real war. The tion of all power in a single party. So I 
flaws in the policy of “mutual assured seek to determine the economic and 
destruction,” he saw; he deplores Soviet social conditions that permit pluralism to 
nuclear superiority; but he contributes survive, that is, both political and in- 
nothing original to the nuclear debate. tellectual liberalism.” 
Trade with the Soviet Union has not Whereupon his questioners ask him 
served detente but “has, rather, in- why then he’ i s  not a Socialist, since 

though an error, was ineluctable because 

“socialism, particularly social democ- 
racy, defends pluralism.” Aron answers: 
“Most Socialists. . .are not as firmly 
liberal as they should be. . . .A number 
of French socialists continue to be an- 
tagonistic to.  . . market forces. . . . For 
economic reasons. . . I  think it is impor- 
tant today to maintain free market 
forces.” 

Free minds and free markets at home, 
resistance to totalitarianism abroad, and 
the politics of the practical-these are the 
enduring legacies of Raymond Aron. 
Without tedious discussion, and through 
examples from the history of five 
decades, The Committed Observer sheds 
a shining light on these themes. 

Laurence Beilenson, a lawyer, has for many 
years devoted himself to research and writing. 
His books include Survival and Peace in the 
Nuclear Age and The Treaty Trap. 

The Genesis of the 
Invisible Hand 

The Soul of Modern 
Economic Man 
By Milton L. Meyers 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
131 PP. $1 7.50. 

Reviewed by Ellen Frankel Paul 

n The Soul of Modern Economic Man, I Milton L. Myers explores an arena 
usually much ignored in the history of 
economic ideas, namely, the intellectual 
environment out of which Adam Smith’s 
notions about self-interest and the divi- 
sion of labor arose. The notion that in- 
dividuals’ pursuit of their self-interest 
leads to the welfare of society played a 
central role in the development of 
Smith’s economic thought in The Wealth 
of Nations; but as Myers lucidly argues, 
this connection was not one posed 
uniquely or originally by Smith. Rather, 
Smith was responding to a debate that 
had been ongoing in the philosophical 
and intellectual community throughout 
the 18th century, a debate triggered in 
large part by the writings of Thomas 
Hobbes-most particularly, his Leviathan. 

Hobbes portrayed a human nature 
almost devoid of redemptive qualities, a 
nature driven by self-interest to create a 
socially unfit being compelled by his 
rapacious self-seeking to war against his 
fellows. Given such a gloomy vision of 
human nature, Hobbes’s sole hope for 
social life lay in man’s willingness to ac- 
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quiesce to certain articles of peace that 
would allow him to escape the brutal, 
unstable, and precarious state of nature. 
But the price for this peace was a steep 
one; for according to Hobbes, only by 
agreeing to surrender practically all of 
his rights to an omnipotent ruler could 
man escape his perfidious condition. 

On Myers’s account, Hobbes served to 
inspire his successors, who took his 
bleak prescription as a challenge. Could 
man’s propensity to concern himself 
above all with his own welfare lead to 
positive implications for society as a 
whole? In other words, if self-interest 
were not an impulse with such deleteri- 
ous attributes, perhaps, then, individuals 
could achieve an accommodation with 
one another that would not necessitate 
establishing an absolute autocrat. 

By the time we arrive at the writings of 
Adam Smith, Hobbes’s dismal view of 
man’s self-interest has been utterly 
transformed. Intending only his own 
gain, man is “led by an invisible hand,” 
wrote Smith, to promote the public in- 
terest. Myers strives to discover how this 
transformation came about, tracing the 
idea of self-interest through the writings 
of men not customarily examined by 
historians of economic thought: poets, 
writers, and most importantly, moral 
philosophers. As he pursues his novel 
quest, Myers discerns four major cate- 
gories of responses to the problem of 
how self-interest relates to the public 
welfare. 

In the first, represented principally by 
Richard Cumberland, a Protestant cleric 
and author of De Legibus Naturae, self- 
interest is an important motive embed- 
ded in human nature but not as yet the 
most important. Cumberland’s explana- 
tion for man’s sociability relies heavily on 
the principle of design, whereby nature 
is perceived as orderly, with mankind 
constructed to fit comfortably within this 
patterned universe. Relying on the tran- 
scendent laws of nature to ward off the 
Hobbesian nightmarish war of all against 
all, Cumberland’s man limited his self- 
interest by another powerful motive: 
benevolence. 

Cumberland’s emphasis on the prin- 
ciple of design would greatly influence 
the next group of thinkers, primarily An- 
tony Shaftesbury and Joseph Butler. 
Once again, man was perceived to in- 
habit a harmonious and orderly universe, 
but the analysis of man’s innate motives 
was more richly developed. For these 
thinkers, self-interest is implanted in 
man’s psyche but also serves as a motive 
inducing man to care for the public 
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welfare and leading men to a life of vir- 
tue. In fact, for Butler a proper self-love 
is indivisible from an interest in the 
welfare of society; our innate mental 
composition produces a harmony of 
motives, and thus self-interest and the 
public welfare are entirely compatible. 

The next group of thinkers, which in- 
cluded Francis Hutcheson, Henry Saint 
John Bolingbroke, and Soame Jenyns, 
was less impressed with innate psycho- 
logical motivations and more enamored 
of quasi-scientific explanations. Im- 
pressed by the new discoveries in the 
physical sciences that served to buttress 
the principle of design, these men sought 
to apply the new tools of analysis to man 
as well as nature. They were particularly 
intrigued by the possibility of applying 
the principle of gravitational attraction to 
an analysis of self-interest; they hoped to 
demonstrate how self-interest, like grav- 
ity, could produce order in the behavior 
of men. 

Finally, Smith’s immediate intellectual 
progenitors replaced analogies between 
gravitation and self-interest with a more 
concrete notion: that of the division of 
labor. For Joseph Priestley and his in- 
tellectual compatriots, the division of 
labor served as the connecting link be- 
tween man’s self-interest and the good of 
society. By pursuing his own self- 
interest, his own pleasure, man labors; 
and the products of that labor serve the 

importance is left out of the discussion. 
That theorist is, of course, John Locke. 
One of the strengths of Myers’s work is 
that he does explore the contributions of 
frequently neglected figures; yet it seems 
a shame to ignore Locke, especially since 
his Second Treatise of Government is 
largely devised as a response to Hobbes. 
Would it not be useful to hear what 
Locke had to say about self-interest and 
the public welfare? 

Though Myers has written an interest- 
ing, slim volume, that points to a second 
weakness in the book: Except for a very 
brief epilogue on David Ricardo, the tale 
ends with Smith. Yet in his introduction 
Myers claims that he will trace the soul 
of modern economic man (his self- 
interest) through the classical political 
economists. Perhaps he ended his study 
too soon, because in the epilogue he con- 
tends that Ricardo effectively put an end 
to the 18th century’s fascination with the 
problem of self-interest and the general 
welfare. But this is simply not the case. 
Jeremy Bentham, John Stuart Mill, and 
Henry Sidgwick, to name but a few of 
the luminaries, would expend consider- 
able effort on the attempt to differentiate 
those cases where self-interest does lead 
to the general welfare from instances in 
which it does not. For the sake of com- 
pleteness, it would have been useful for 
Myers at least to have discussed super- 

needs of other people and hence of so- 
ciety. What separated these thinkers 
from Smith, however, was their unbridled 
optimism, faith in the perfectibility of 
man, and lack of an empirical bent. 

hanks to Myers’s careful examina- T tion of the work of these often- 
neglected figures, Smith’s seminal work 
on self-interest and the division of labor 
can be viewed with a much greater 
understanding of both his debt to his 
predecessors and the uniqueness of his 
argument. While Smith embraced an em- 
pirical method and eschewed abstract 
speculation whenever possible, he did 
build on the thought of these individuals. 
To a certain extent, Myers views Smith 
as a great synthesizer but also as an 
original thinker who brought economic 
analysis to bear on the problem of self- 
interest and the public welfare. 

The Soul of Modem Economic Man is a 
valuable addition to the literature. It does 
suffer from a few noticeable omissions, 
however. It is curious, indeed, that if the 
entire debate on self-interest throughout 
the 18th century is viewed as a response 
to Hobbes, one thinker of indisputable 
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If you face a thesis or term 
paper requirement in econom- 
ics, political science, public 
administration, or a related 
field, why not research privati- 
zation of public services? The 
Reason Foundation’s Local 
Government Center has been 
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A COLLECTlON OF FDRST CLASS CONTEMPORARY MAWORDER PRODUCTS 
en was the last time you learned the ins 

lbols for Living gives you high information 
value shopping. The products here have been 
researched, used and evaluated carefully and 
we provide all the relevant information. You 
can buy with the colzfidence of knowing exactly 
what gou are getting - high quality, good 
value and satisfaction guaranteed. 

wh and outs of a product from a sales clerk? 

~FINOERED BLIND CLEANER 
ow a California de- N signer has finally 

solved the problem of 
how to clean venetian 
blinds. This tool has 7 
roller fingers, 4" long 
and covered with a syn- 
thetic lambswool that 
picks up and holds dust 
and dirt. Pull the trig- 

ger and the fingers spread enough to slip over the 
blind slats (6 mini-blind slats or 3 conventional 
slats). Release the trigger and the slats are held 
firmly between the cleaning rollers. Then move 
the cleaner back and forth along the blind, re- 
lease and grip the next set of slats. When soiled, 
the rollers can be removed and washed. $9.00 
($1.95) #A787. Wo for $17.00 ($1.95) #A7872. 

RECHARGEABLE MINILIGHT 
he Minilight takes T up about the same 

room in your pocket as 
a pack of matches, pro- 
vides 30-40 minutes of 
continuous light, uses 
a bulb that never needs 
changing, and can be 
recharged up to 1000 
times. That's a lot of 

performance for a light that is only 2 W x  
1%" x %" and weighs barely an ounce. The cost is 
diminutive too - only $16.00 ($2.95) #A1056. 
The Minilight comes with a ULapproved plug-in 
charging unit and a 1-year warranty. It makes a 
nifty gift, especially for children or the forgetful 
spouse who's always looking for things. 

FRESH AIR MACHINES 
ave the  feeling H you're breathing 

heavy denatured air 
that weighs you down 
instetid of pepping you 
up? Reinvigorate the 
air you breathe with 
Bionairc, Air cleaners 
for home and car. The 
home a i r  c l r ane r s  
(right) use a nrwly 
developed electret fil- 
ter to remove particles 
as small as 1/ 10.000 the 
thickness of a human 
hair. Goodbye to 99% of the soot, dust, animal 
dander, pollen, cigarette smoke, smog, molds 
and fungi in the air. Allergy sufferers breath 
easier, everybody breaths more healthfully. The 
Bionaire 500 cleans 45 cubic feet ofair a minute, 
the average room three times an hour. The 
switchable fragrance dispenser allows you to 

add a fresh scent to the air when you wish. The 
unit measures 11" x 7" x 5", uses only45 watts of 
enera ,  comes in a beautifully designed brushed 
aluminum case for $130.00 ($9.95) #A1070. The 
larger Bionaire 1000 has three speeds instead of 
two and cleans 118 CFM of air. This unit 
measures 14" x 8" x 8%" with a lifetime steel 
housing and costs $276.00 ($12.95) #A823. Both 
home air cleaners have switchable ion generators 
which scrub the air further by precipitating 
microscopic particles out of the air. Negative 
ions are also well-known for their favorable 
psychological effects, comparable to standing by 
a mountain waterfall. The Bionaire auto cleaner 
(left) uses cascades of negative ions to clean the 
air of fumes, soot and other highway irritants. 
You drive refreshed and alert. The Bionaire 
mounts easily on the car dash with a quick 
release for stowage or transfer to another vehicle. 
It operates from cigarette lighter adapter or 
direct connection to fuse panel and costs only 
$48.00 ($4.95) #A1025. 

UL LIGHT BUTTONS 

hey are familiar household conveniences T now, the little half-wave rectifier buttons 
that attach to the bottom of light bulbs and 
extend their life up to 90 times, sparing you the 
trouble of bulb changing for years at a stretch 
while you save a bundle in bulb replacement 
costs. But the patented Screwge Bulb Saver is 
one of the first to be UL-listed, meaning it has 
survived nearly two years of strenuous inde- 
pendent laboratory testing and been certified 
safe for home and commercial use. Screwge Bulb 
Savers reduce light output so you may want to 
increase bulb wattage. 6 for $13.00 ($1.95) 
#A1052, 12 for$21.00 ($2.95) #A1053 and 24 for 
$39.00 ($3.95) #A1054.5-year warranty. 
BUST MAGNETS'" 

001s for Living has T introduced tens of 
thousands of people to 
the delights of lambs- 
wool dusting. Lambs- 
wool puts the feather 
duster to shame by 
making dust literally 
leap off surfaces. This 
magnetic attraction is 
just the thing for dust- 
ing bric-a-brac, china, 
crystal, pictures and 
other fragile items. Our 
dusters are imported 
from New Zealand where climate conditions 
produce the highest quality lambswool in the 
world! Our all-time favorite, the standard 27" 
long duster costs only $7.00 ($1.95) #A780. Our 
newest find, a telescoping duster that extends to 
more than 4 feet! This lbols forLiving uclusive 
is made with an extra heavy handle that doesn't 
bend or bow. It collapses to 28" for easy storage 
and costs $12.00 ($1.95) #A1057. Buy both the 
standard and telescoping duster for the remarka- 
ble low price of $19.00 ($1.95) #A1058 and we'll 
give you a bonus mini duster ($4.50 value) FREE! 



THE ART OF 
ROWING 

h e  Vitamaster T r o w e r  i s  a 
precision fi tness 
machine designed 
to give maximum 
results a t  home. 
Rowing is one of 
the  few activities 
capable of toning, 
firming and condi- 
tioning your entire 
body while improv- 
ing aerobic (heart/ 
lung) fitness. Unlike 
bicycling or run- 
ning, rowing works 
a l l  m a j o r  a n d  
most minor muscle 
g roups  in  your 
back, stomach, arms, shoulders and legs. The 
frame is made of durable yet lightweight 
(just 34 Ibs.) 1%”&11/4” welded steel. The 
padded vinyl seat tracks effortlessly on 
sturdy nylon wheels. A single hydraulic 
tension device i s  cen ter  mounted and 

aaustable for light, medium or heavy rowing. 
Everyone can use the Vitamaster rower- 
men or women, exercise newcomers or 
long-time enthusiasts.  Stand i t  on end 
behind a door or in a closet when not in use. 
$119.00 ($10.95) #A995. 

FLOW CONTROL HOSE NOZZLE 

he biggest problem with most hose nozzles is T getting and maintaining the desired water 
flow. The answer is Nozzle Five. This hose nozzle 
lets you set water flow to any of five positions. 
Use the shower setting for heavy watering or car 
washing, gentle shower for potted plants or 
window boxes, flat spray for misting foliage and 
the jet stream for force cleaning patios, decks 
and gutters. The fifth setting is a convenient stop 
action. Nozzle Five is made of noncorrosive plas- 
tic and costs $11.00 ($1.95) #A481. l k o  for 
$18.00 ($2.95) #A4812 

WELL-WROUGHT WIZARDRY 
e tried White Wizard cleaner on a rug w stain of several months’ standing. The rug 

came clean. We tried it on the grass-stained 
knees of the kids’ blue jeans. They came clean. 
We tried it on a necktie gravy stain. I t  came clean. 
Now i t  is the first thing we reach for when con- 
fronted with a grease, oil, blood, ink, berry, fruit 
,juice, lipstick, coffee, tea, smoke or pet stain. 
We have found White Wizard exceedingly rnild- 
mannered - odorless, neutral Ph, non-abrasive, 
biodegradable, compounded of 9 non-toxic qual- 
ity chemicals. This product has been well-known 
in England for years, but is just now coming to 
the American consumer market. 2 IO-oz. tubs of 
White Wizard fur $12.00 ($2.95) #A1008. 

PORTABLE PLAYSPACE 
he Crawl-Space puts T the typical playpen 

to shame. It provides 
nearly twice the play 
area at half the weight 
with a fraction of the 
moving hassle. The 
jointed eight-panel de- 
sign allows a multitude 
of configurations so it  
fits anywhere in the 
house even around 
corners, enclosinga 16 sq. ft. protected play area. 
In seconds it folds up into a neat secure 24” x 
24“ x 4%” package that carries (or tucks away) 
as handily as a shopping bag. It goes anywhere, 
room-to-room, upstairs or down, indoors or out 
with an absolute minimum of fuss and bother. It 
is also safer than the wooden accordian style 
yard corrals, which risk a babyclimbing or getting 
a head caught between the rails. The Crawl- 
Space is made of chrome plated steel tubing 
with vinylskirting, polyester netting, and ratchet 
hinges that protect against a child changing the 
configuration once it has been set up. Parents 
who see it usually say, “why didn’t someone 
think of this before.” Grandparents say, “where 
can I get one.” The Crawl-Space is recommended 
for children up to 20 months and costs $49.00 
($6.95) #A962. 

ORDERING IN5TRUCTIONS AND GUARANTEE: We ship 
via Uniled Parcel Service wherever possible to insure 
prompl deliuery. The price of each item is  shomfollowed 
by ils shipping and handling charges in ( ). Be sure lo 
add the item priceplusshipping and handling charges for 
each item ordered lo arrive at the totalpdce of each item. 
you are no1 salisfied for  any reason, return the article lo us 
wiUlin30days,andwe’lle~hangeilorreJundthecosl,per 
your inshuclions. 

I 
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ficially the way 19th-century figures 
dealt with his problem. Despite these res- 
ervations; the book remains an eminently 
readable volume. 

Ellen Frankel Paul is research director of the 
Social Philosophy and Policy Center at Bowl- 
ing Green State University, where she teaches 
political science. 

Mischievous Counsel 
~~ ~ ~~ ~ 

The Whys of a Philosophical 
Scrivener 
By Martin Gardner 
New York: Quill. 452 pp. $22.50. 

Reviewed by Joy Dee Anthony 

eventy-one-year-old Martin Gardner, S having retired from his post as 
columnist-celebre at Scientific American, 
thought it a good idea to put down his 
beliefs and opinions in a book. At times, 
The Whys of a Philosophical Scrivener 
reads like the midterm exam of an “A” 
student. Gardner quotes sources so duti- 
fully that the reader begins to feel ex- 
hausted before chapter one is over. 

To  fill out explanations of his 20 
“Whys,” including why he is not an 
anarchist, an atheist, or a Marxist, Gard- 
ner culled from his file a lifetime of snip- 
pets from the famous. A select public, 
ready for anything from Gardner’s pen 
(out of respect for his work on mathemat- 
ical puzzles and paradoxes), may be pa- 
tient enough for this long credo. 

Not I. I found myself counting pages to 
the end of a chapter, reawakening, and 
then wondering. why the section that 
piqued my interest had to be so short. 

The free will versus determinism issue 
is a case in point. Gardner states that un- 
fortunately he has not enough space to 
do justice to the subject. One wishes, 
then, that he had cut out much of the 
speculation on topics like paranormal- 
ism, whether there is sex in heaven, or 
whether God intervenes on the micro- 
level when he answers a prayer by 
changing the paths of photons and elec- 
trons. 

Of course these digressions can be 
entertaining, especially when anecdotal. 
At his best, Gardner is a superb journal- 
ist and raconteur, sifting through 
memories and philosophies for gold. 

Take William F. Buckley’s first en- 
counter with philosopher Ayn Rand. 
Gardner tells us, “Her opening ice- 
breaker was: ‘you ahrr too intelligent to 

believe in a Gott.’ ” Then we hear of 
George Gilder’s dog, Laffer. Gilder calls 
the dog’s tail “Laffer’s curve.” 

To commence his book, Gardner ex- 
plains why he is not a solipsist, one who 
believes that he or she alone exists. Even 
that reality may be shaky for some. Gard- 
ner relates an incident in which philoso- 
pher Morris Cohen was asked by a stu- 
dent: “How do I know I exist?” “Who’s 
asking?” returned Cohen. 

Though few would agree with solip- 
sists, Gardner says that the recent in- 
terest in quantum mechanics gives even 
the arguments of a few eminent physi- 

One wishes 
Gardner had 
cut out much 

of the 
speculation on 

topics like 
paranormalism 

and whether 
there is sex 
in heaven. 

cists a solipsistic tinge. To some, these 
arguments convey the feeling that the 
external world is an illusion, that solid 
substances are really only subjective 
space-time events, imperfectly observed. 

To counter such idealism, Gardner 
gives three reasons for calling oneself a 
realist, that is, a believer in a world 
separate from one’s will and perceptions. 
First, there are pragmatic reasons. To 
facilitate communication, it is more prac- 
tical to assume that a world exists 
separate from one’s will and perceptions. 

Then there is the empirical argument. 
Realism is the simplest and most verifi- 
able hypothesis for explaining regulari- 
ties in nature. 

Yet Gardner gives a more important 
reason for calling himself a realist, and in 
so doing sets the stage for the remainder 
of the book. He believes that where the 
mind fails to decide truth, the heart 
rushes in, justifiably. Gardner is a 
pragmatic realist, not just because it’s 
useful, but because he finds it emotion- 
ally satisfying. 

ommenting on a number of other C philosophical conundrums, Gardner 
often concludes that many such contro- 
versies have been primarily semantic. 
Though this explanation is sometimes 
reasonable, the repeated appeal to 
language differences seems overworked. 
It is almost as if Gardner is saying we all 
really agree. 

Except the economists. Gardner is too 
much a man of common sense to pretend 
otherwise in this sticky field. He sees the 
distinctions, has read Ludwig von Mises, 
Friedrich Hayek, Milton Friedman, and 
John Kenneth Galbraith, among others. 

As a democratic socialist, Gardner 
would like to see our economy head 
towards further governmental interven- 
tion. The reasons he gives are scanty. 
First and foremost, he thinks a techno- 
logical society means ever larger cor- 
porations, with ever greater need for 
restraint. Gardner would like wage and 
price controls imposed on big farming, 
big labor, and big corporations. It’s hard 
to believe he’s really read Mises if he 
fails to see the problems resulting from 
manipulation of economic signals, and 
it’s hard to imagine that he’s read Fried- 
man either. A Nobel laureate with The 
Monetary History of the United States and 
other serious endeavors under his belt 
should hardly be likened to a radical 
mystic. Yet Gardner, certainly no econ- 
omist himself, not only does so but also 
criticizes Friedman as if economics were 
just another field in the realm of personal 
experience in which he is as competent 
to judge as any. 

He likens Friedman to a chiropractor: 
someone with a prescription for each of 
the patient’s ills. In the meantime, he 
notes, “real” doctors advise that the 
signs are too obscure for diagnosis. 
Funny, but this is why Friedman ad- 
vocates a monetary rule. It’s too hard to 
predict the bends and dips in the 
monetary road, Friedman says-better 
instead, curtail the manipulative power 
of the Federal Reserve to throw the 
economy off course. 

The overall theme in Gardner’s philos- 
ophy is summed up by an ode to the color 
gray in the book’s last paragraph. If in 
doubt, he counsels, choose a course of 
action that is not extreme. For Gardner, 
this implies belief in a socialistic state, in 
reason influenced by emotions, and in 
petitionary prayer. 

Lord help those who follow his eco- 
nomic advice. 
Joy Dee Anthony is a free-lance writer and a 
correspondent for the Daily Pilot in Newport 
Beach, Calzfornza. 
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