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ficially the way 19th-century figures 
dealt with his problem. Despite these res- 
ervations; the book remains an eminently 
readable volume. 

Ellen Frankel Paul is research director of the 
Social Philosophy and Policy Center at Bowl- 
ing Green State University, where she teaches 
political science. 

Mischievous Counsel 
~~ ~ ~~ ~ 

The Whys of a Philosophical 
Scrivener 
By Martin Gardner 
New York: Quill. 452 pp. $22.50. 

Reviewed by Joy Dee Anthony 

eventy-one-year-old Martin Gardner, S having retired from his post as 
columnist-celebre at Scientific American, 
thought it a good idea to put down his 
beliefs and opinions in a book. At times, 
The Whys of a Philosophical Scrivener 
reads like the midterm exam of an “A” 
student. Gardner quotes sources so duti- 
fully that the reader begins to feel ex- 
hausted before chapter one is over. 

To  fill out explanations of his 20 
“Whys,” including why he is not an 
anarchist, an atheist, or a Marxist, Gard- 
ner culled from his file a lifetime of snip- 
pets from the famous. A select public, 
ready for anything from Gardner’s pen 
(out of respect for his work on mathemat- 
ical puzzles and paradoxes), may be pa- 
tient enough for this long credo. 

Not I. I found myself counting pages to 
the end of a chapter, reawakening, and 
then wondering. why the section that 
piqued my interest had to be so short. 

The free will versus determinism issue 
is a case in point. Gardner states that un- 
fortunately he has not enough space to 
do justice to the subject. One wishes, 
then, that he had cut out much of the 
speculation on topics like paranormal- 
ism, whether there is sex in heaven, or 
whether God intervenes on the micro- 
level when he answers a prayer by 
changing the paths of photons and elec- 
trons. 

Of course these digressions can be 
entertaining, especially when anecdotal. 
At his best, Gardner is a superb journal- 
ist and raconteur, sifting through 
memories and philosophies for gold. 

Take William F. Buckley’s first en- 
counter with philosopher Ayn Rand. 
Gardner tells us, “Her opening ice- 
breaker was: ‘you ahrr too intelligent to 

believe in a Gott.’ ” Then we hear of 
George Gilder’s dog, Laffer. Gilder calls 
the dog’s tail “Laffer’s curve.” 

To commence his book, Gardner ex- 
plains why he is not a solipsist, one who 
believes that he or she alone exists. Even 
that reality may be shaky for some. Gard- 
ner relates an incident in which philoso- 
pher Morris Cohen was asked by a stu- 
dent: “How do I know I exist?” “Who’s 
asking?” returned Cohen. 

Though few would agree with solip- 
sists, Gardner says that the recent in- 
terest in quantum mechanics gives even 
the arguments of a few eminent physi- 

One wishes 
Gardner had 
cut out much 

of the 
speculation on 

topics like 
paranormalism 

and whether 
there is sex 
in heaven. 

cists a solipsistic tinge. To some, these 
arguments convey the feeling that the 
external world is an illusion, that solid 
substances are really only subjective 
space-time events, imperfectly observed. 

To counter such idealism, Gardner 
gives three reasons for calling oneself a 
realist, that is, a believer in a world 
separate from one’s will and perceptions. 
First, there are pragmatic reasons. To 
facilitate communication, it is more prac- 
tical to assume that a world exists 
separate from one’s will and perceptions. 

Then there is the empirical argument. 
Realism is the simplest and most verifi- 
able hypothesis for explaining regulari- 
ties in nature. 

Yet Gardner gives a more important 
reason for calling himself a realist, and in 
so doing sets the stage for the remainder 
of the book. He believes that where the 
mind fails to decide truth, the heart 
rushes in, justifiably. Gardner is a 
pragmatic realist, not just because it’s 
useful, but because he finds it emotion- 
ally satisfying. 

ommenting on a number of other C philosophical conundrums, Gardner 
often concludes that many such contro- 
versies have been primarily semantic. 
Though this explanation is sometimes 
reasonable, the repeated appeal to 
language differences seems overworked. 
It is almost as if Gardner is saying we all 
really agree. 

Except the economists. Gardner is too 
much a man of common sense to pretend 
otherwise in this sticky field. He sees the 
distinctions, has read Ludwig von Mises, 
Friedrich Hayek, Milton Friedman, and 
John Kenneth Galbraith, among others. 

As a democratic socialist, Gardner 
would like to see our economy head 
towards further governmental interven- 
tion. The reasons he gives are scanty. 
First and foremost, he thinks a techno- 
logical society means ever larger cor- 
porations, with ever greater need for 
restraint. Gardner would like wage and 
price controls imposed on big farming, 
big labor, and big corporations. It’s hard 
to believe he’s really read Mises if he 
fails to see the problems resulting from 
manipulation of economic signals, and 
it’s hard to imagine that he’s read Fried- 
man either. A Nobel laureate with The 
Monetary History of the United States and 
other serious endeavors under his belt 
should hardly be likened to a radical 
mystic. Yet Gardner, certainly no econ- 
omist himself, not only does so but also 
criticizes Friedman as if economics were 
just another field in the realm of personal 
experience in which he is as competent 
to judge as any. 

He likens Friedman to a chiropractor: 
someone with a prescription for each of 
the patient’s ills. In the meantime, he 
notes, “real” doctors advise that the 
signs are too obscure for diagnosis. 
Funny, but this is why Friedman ad- 
vocates a monetary rule. It’s too hard to 
predict the bends and dips in the 
monetary road, Friedman says-better 
instead, curtail the manipulative power 
of the Federal Reserve to throw the 
economy off course. 

The overall theme in Gardner’s philos- 
ophy is summed up by an ode to the color 
gray in the book’s last paragraph. If in 
doubt, he counsels, choose a course of 
action that is not extreme. For Gardner, 
this implies belief in a socialistic state, in 
reason influenced by emotions, and in 
petitionary prayer. 

Lord help those who follow his eco- 
nomic advice. 
Joy Dee Anthony is a free-lance writer and a 
correspondent for the Daily Pilot in Newport 
Beach, Calzfornza. 
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L E T T E R S  
(Continued from p. 9) 
covering the topic so well. Vouchers are, 
indeed, tempting. The freedom of choice 
the voucher system offers, however, is a 
dangerous illusion. He who pays the bills 
calls the shots (the one notable exception 
being the taxpayer). Even though tax- 
payers would in effect simply be getting 
some of their own money back, the 
government would view it as its money. 
Experience has taught us that with 
government money come government 
strings. 

The voucher system in effect will place 
the government in a position of paying 
for all education-public and private. 
The Department of Education, ably 
assisted by the National Education 
Association, will then have to set stan- 
dards for curriculum, teacher certifica- 
tion, and on and on. Indeed, the public 
will demand it-after all, we can’t have 
taxpayer money squandered on unregu- 
lated institutions! The consequence will 
be a leveling of all schools as they meet 
government requirements. It doesn’t 
take much imagination to see the end of 
home schools once the gummy fingers of 
government invade them as well. 

As described by Barbara Morris in her 
book Tuition Tax Credits: A Responsible 
Appraisal, in the Dutch system men- 
tioned in your article the government 
determines the curriculum and controls 
teacher qualification. Some freedom! I - 
encourage everyone. to read Barbara 
Morris’s book. Her clear, precise descrip- B 
tion of past experience and the natural . . consequences of tuition tax credits and . 
vouchers is chilling and well-documented. . 

What we really need is the complete m 
excision of government from our 
schools. Since that is highly unlikely in 
the near future, we must be especially . guarded and suspicious of measures that . 
offer partial relief. . 

Sylvia Wirth 
Jefferson, OR 

W 

its regulations to 10,000,000 words. I found wholly inexplicable and inap- 
have not made word counts of the ex- propriate.) 
isting confusion, but I would estimate But now I should really correct Mr. 
that such limits would require repealing Raico on another matter. In a recent 
about 90 percent. issue of Inquiry Raico denies an assertion 

You arouse more interest by damning that the Economist is the best-edited 
legislators for excessive verbosity than English-language magazine, declaring 
by employing anarchist arguments in at- humbly that “Inquiry is that.” If so, then 
tacking a statute. why did his excellent review appear in 

Southampton, PA David M. Brown 
Ithaca, N Y  

john R. Ewbank REASON magazine? 

Right-On Reviewing Mergers, Markets, 
Having just completed Paul Johnson’s And-Morals 
Modern Times, a sweeping saga of 20th- 
century statist sin, I went back to the Tying together January’s “In Defense of 
December special book issue of REASON the Corporate Coup” by Henry G. 
to reread Ralph Raico’s review of it and Manne and February’s “The Virtues of 
found the review superb. Raico’s anal- the Market” (Trends), we should ask our 
ysis of Johnson’s regrettable philosoph- liberal friends whether they would be so 
ical errors, especially his oft-repeated but eager to intervene if socially conscious 
ill-defended “pitting [of] ‘moral ab- companies sought to “monopolize” the 
solutism’ against ‘moral relativism,’ ” market by acquiring not-so-socially- 
was quite competent. (Mr. Raico might conscious companies. 
also have mentioned the queer ending to Christopher Miller 
the book, which, in my ignorance, I Lima, OH 

e reasOn wears well . 

Ready to Serve 
I’m volunteering for the Committee on 
Repeal proposed by Laurence Beilenson 
(Viewpoint, March). If liberty is to be 
enhanced, we must recognize that the 
enemy is government by confusion and 
gobbledegook. The total statutes of any 

N e w  REASON T-shirts 
are now avai lable  with 
our logo “Free Minds  and 
Free Markets.“ A beauti- 
ful royal  blue w i t h  white 
lettering. (T-shirts are a 
co t todpo lyes t e r  blend.) 
Send for your s  today- 
and while you’re a t  i t ,  ge t  
one as a gift for your 
favorite fellow REASON 
reader. At $7.00 each ,  t hey  
make great gifts. 

Size 
Adult 

Child 

Amt 
$ 

. 
H . 
W . . 

Total Amt Enclosed $ w 
(CA residents add 6% sales tax) 
Payment must accompany order. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

. . . . . . . . 
jurisdiction should be readable by an 
average citizen during a 2,000 hour work 

w w  year, thereby imposing a limit of L- CITY . 60,000,000 words (because most adults . 
read at about 500 words per minute), . REASON ENTERPRISES, BOX 40105, Santa Barbara, CA 93103 : 

ADDRESS M- 

STATE ZIP . 
Each agency should be rewired to limit I w rn rn w w H w I 

. . . NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INVENTIONS, IDEAS; new products wanted! In- 
dustry presentationlnational exposition. Call 
free 1-8001528-6050; Arizona, 1-800/352-0458, x. 
831. 

LETTE,R WRITERS. Help generate free publicity 
for the Libertarian Party with letters to editors. 
For information, contact Libertarian Letters, 
4250 Yukon Ave., Simi Valley, 6A 93063. 

FREE PROMOTIONAL ALBUMS, concert tickets, 
stereos, etc. Information: Barry Publications, 
477 82nd St., Brooklyn, NY 11209. 

AYN RAND’S PHILOSOPHY of objectivism. 
Group discbssions in soutK Orange County. Call 
Jorge Svoboda, 7141498-3854. 

BOOKS 
FREE CATALOG! Tax, divorce, privacy, credit, 
employment problems? Our books have sob-  
tions. Write: EDEN, 11623 Slater, Box 8410-RS, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK! Join our successful 
authors. Publicity, advertising, beautiful books. 
All subjects invited. Send for fact-filled booklet 
and free manuscript report. Carlton Press, Dept. 
REE, 84 Fif th Avenue, New York 10011. 

FREE GIFT! Beautiful, ,  elegant, romantic 
greeting cards. No obligation! INTEGRITY IM- 
PRINTS, Dept. R-3, 1199 Main Ave., Clifton, NJ 
07011. 

FREE-MARKET YELLOW PAGES 1984 has been 
published. List of free-market businesses. $2.50 
per copy: Box 4, Fullerton, CA 92632. 

AYN RAND, HER WORK, $3.50. Amsden, 535 
Cordova, #232-R, Santa Fe, NM 87501. 

WHO’S AFRAID of the IRS? How the average 
citizen can fight IRS and win. 317-page papei- 
back. $12.00 postpaid. HANES BOOKS, Dept. 
RSN, 1513 Birch, Davis, CA 95616. 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL SKILLS, 232-page 
handbook, includes instruction on shelter con- 
struction, food storage and preparation, air 
filtration, EMP protection, and more! Send $9.95 
to Am Tech, P.O. Box 1995, Dept. B, Davis, CA 
95617. 

THE WEAK Shall lnherit the Governinent. Do you 
know what your individual inalienable rights are 
and why you are losing them? You will be 
amazed. S.A.S.E. $2. J.A. Enterprises, P.O. Box 
892-179, Tarzana, CA 91356. 

DEFENDING A FREE SOCIETY. Reason Founda- 
tion’s new book, edited by Robert W. Poole, Jr. 
Provides agenda for the changes necessary to 
resolve the defense debate and to return to the 
original American principles of limited govern- 
ment and individual freedom. Contributors: 
Laurence Beilenson, Michael Burns, Sam 
Cohen, Jack Douglas, Michael Dunn, Roger Nils 
Folsom, Joseph Ford, Eric Mack, and R. J. Rum- 
mel. Hardcover, $20 prepaid. Check or  m.o. to: 
Reason Foundation, 1018 Garden St., Santa Bar- 
bara. CA 93101. 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 
HIGHLY PROFITABLE home-based businesses, 
full or part time Send large self-addressed 
stamped envelope for brochure to New Life 
Enterprises, 3039 Cadwalder-Sonk, Cortland, OH 
44410. 

EDUCATION . .. 

UNIVERSITY DEGREES! Economical home 
study for Bachelor’s, Master’s, Doctorate. Pres- 
tigious faculty counsels for independent study 
and life experience credits. Free proof. Richard 
Crews, M.D. (Harvard), President, Columbia 
Pacific University, 1415 Third St., Suite L904, 
San Rafael, CA 94901; toll-free 8001227-1617, Ext. 
480; California: 8001772-3545, Ext. 480. 

EXPERIENCED EDUCATOR persohalizes cur- 
riculum for your child, $2 for questionnaire and 
samples. Certified Services, 9200 Holmes, Kan- 
sas City, MO 64131. 

EMPLOYMENT 
~ ~ 

EDITORIWRITERS. International publication 
seeks editors and articles. Imaginative, en- 
joyable (not academic) writing on personal and 
financial rewards of business, investment, 
travel, and international living. How to make it, 
enjoy it, and keep it. Must have deep free market, 
libertarian, and basic economic understanding. 
Reply: PASSPORT INTL, P.O. Box 19307, Alexan- 
dria, VA 22320. 

CREATIVE HARD WORKER needed by  
America‘s fastest-growing magazine of ideas. I f  
you have graphics experience and would love to  
be REASON’S art department, send resume, tear 
sheets, and salary reqs. to Dept. AD, REASON, 
Box 40105, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. 

FINANCIAL 
ATTORNEYICPA, San Francisco: business law, 
taxation, estate planning, financial consultant. 
Lloyd Taylor, 4151788-1140. 

UNIVERSAL TAX;EXEMPT SECURITIES. Fed- 
eral, California, New York, tax-free monthly in- 
terest. Free information, PACO-(UTEX), P.O. Box 
692, Harbor City; CA 90710. 

MUSIC 
IMPORTED RECORDS. Rock, classical, popular, 
quality European pressings of American and 
European artists. Free catalog, 763 Hawthicket, 
St. Louis. MO 63131. 

ORGANIZATIONS 
THE LIBERTARIAN ALLIANCE is one of the 
largest libertarian groups outside the USA. I t  

produces original and interesting a,nalysis, both 
theoretical and topical, in magazines,. leaflets 
and pamphlets. $10,00 brings you a year’s 
subscription, which includes Free Life magazine 
(quarterly), leaflets, pamphlets, posters, special 
book offers, . etc. Write’ to: The Libertarian 
Alliance, c/o 3 Langley Court, Covent Garden, 
London, WC2E 9JY, England. 

WRITERS, JOURNALISTS, FREELANCERS. Join 
the Free Press Association, a national, media 
group fighting for First Amendment rights and 
educating other journalists about the vital rela- 
tionship between a free media and a free market. 
FPA, Box 1743, Apple Valley, CA 92307. 

NEW OBJECTIVIST action orgadization looking 
for Ayn Rand loyalists who want to fight for their 
country, freedom, and justice. Write: Virginia 
Hamel, President, Foundation for the New 
Freeman, 1909 Beacon St., Brookline, MA 02146. 

PERSONALS 
INTELLIGENT SINGLES meetlpublish in Con- 
tact magazine. Free advertising! Free brochure! 
(Current issue, $3.) Box 500442, Mendocino, CA 
95460. 

MEET INTELLIGENT, creative singles, divorced, 
widowed, through the new College Club. Send 
for information and nebs about special introduc- 
tory fees. P.O. Box 533R, Gates Mills, OH 44040. 

ROMANTICIST WRITERIPUBLISHER seeks Ob- 
jectivist woman for friendship, love, and pos- 
sible marriage. Robert, 2011546-2985. 

MONEY. JOBS. DEGREES. Moneymaking 
business plans. Discover newest opportunities. 
Enjoy high pay, career advancement. Free book 
catalog. Eden Press, Box 8410-RS, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. 

FUNCTIONING SURVIVALIST COMMUNITY, 
central Florida; island; over 100 acres; self- 
contained water, sewer, power, communica- 
tions; must store food. Defensible. Six lots left 
of’60. Write Box TC, REASON. 

MALE SCIENTIST, 32, objectivist, generalist, 
avid reader, seeks ,exceptionally intelligent 
single woman, scientific mind. Northeast. Box 
MS, REASON. 

THE KIND OF MAN WHO LIKES REASON is the 
kind of man for this woman. Attractive; bright; 
fond of good music, good food, good games. 
Well-entrenched in S. Calif. Box BA. REASON. 

PRODUCTS 
BESt PRICES ON TRS 80 computers and Radio 
Shack products. Charles Blackwell, 30 N. Con- 
gress, York, SC 29745; 803/684-9980. 

LIBER.TEES.. .as seen in previous issues of 
REASON. Mention this ad and get any 4 T-shirts 
for $19.95, complete. Send to Blue Mt; Graphics, 
125 Liberty St., Allentown, PA 18102. What size? 

64 R E A S O N / M A Y  1984 



ONLY GAME ever banned in America. The 
welfare game-“Public Assistance: Why Bother 
Working for a Living?” $12.00 includ. postage 
and handling. Hammerhead Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1057, Severna Park, M D  21146. 

BRANDEN, HESS, LEFEVRE, ROTHBARD and 
others at 1983 Future of Freedom Conference. 
Cassette tapes available. Write for catalog: Box 
4, Fullerton, CA 92632. 

PUBLICATIONS 
LIBERTARIAN CONNECTION, 15-year-old open- 
forum magazine. Subscribers may (but needn’t) 
insert three pages per issue free, unedited. Short 
on academic jargon, outreach platitudes, and 
political gossip; long on stimulating conversa- 
tion. Eight issues (one year)l$lO. Sample copy/ 
$1. Write: 9850 Fairfax Square, #232R, Fairfax, 
VA 22031. 

FREELAND The Search for FreelNew Countries, 
by L.K. Samuels. New booklet on new country 
ideas. Other articles by Robert LeFevre, Gary 
Hudson, Anthony Hargis. $3.95 plus $1 for 
postage. FREELAND, Box 4, Fullerton, CA 
92632. 

THE SPARK: Latest issue features Karl Hess. 
$2.00, 6 issues for $9.00. Box 528, Port Town- 
send, WA 98368. 

REASON BACK ISSUES SALE. Reduced prices 
on past issues of REASON. Great opportunity to 
get idea-packed issues with articles by writers 
like Robert Nozick, Friedrich Hayek, Edith Efron; 
interviews with people like Ronald Reagan, Karl 
Hess, Milton Friedman. Plus lots more. See ad 
on page 21 of th is  issue to see how to get your 
free back issues catalogue. 

SERVICES 
CONFIDENTIAL ARIZONA ADDRESS. Personall 
business mail receiving-forwarding, remailing. 
Many other services! Write! SMS-RS, Box 3179, 
Tempe, AZ 85281. 

MAIL PRIVACY? Our address becomes yours, in- 
stantly! ldentityllocation remain secret .  
Discover our “Mail Privacy Services.” Details: 
dollar bill (applicable). M’s M.B., Box 5460-A, 
Dearborn, MI 48128. 

Angeles area, individual, couple, or group 
counseling. Call Craig Coffin, M.F.C.C., informa- 
tionlappointment, 2131390-3730. 

LIBERTARIAN PSYCHOTHERAPIST-Los 

RATES: 50 cents per word, $7.50 minimum. 
Telephone numbers count as  one word; box 
numbers count as  two words. Add $1.50 per 
insertion for REASON box number. Payment 
must accompany all orders. Copy must be 
received by the first day of the month two 
months prior to issue date (e.g., advertising 
for the March issue, which is mailed in 
February, should reach us by January 1). 
Check or money order should be made 
payable to REASON and sent to REASON 
Classified, Box 40105, Santa Barbara, CA 
93103. 

THE CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE FOR THE 
JUNEIJULY ISSUE IS MAY 1 

SKINNER 
t 

ANSWERED! 

regular 
price 

0 Is behaviorism really scientific? 
0 Is free will a meaningless concept? 
0 Would a Skinnerian society be a dictatorship? 

Tibor Machan addresses these questions in this important book on the ideas of 
B. F. Skinner. If you’re concerned about the relationship of science to ethics and 
politics, this book is must reading. 

B. F. Skinner claims to study human behavior scientifically. But does Skinner’s 
view of science hold up under scrutiny? Skinner’s influence b considerable in some 
circles-educational psychology, prison reform, and other areas where behavior 
mod is in vogue. But his impact is now declining. This book explains why Skinner’s 
views, though at f i s t  appearing very helpful, actually deliver far less than they 
promise. 

Dr. Machan takes a unique approach to Skinner’s politin. He shows that, by 
Skinner’s own account, his views lead to a technocracy of behaviorists. Skinner 
holds that proper values and goals are whatever he and his peers want! (Really!) 

Finally, Machan shows why a correct view of science does not conflict with free 
will and political liberty. Heshows why science cannot require that human behavior 
be determined, as Skinner maintains. (Science is committed to identifymg and 
studying human nature-something that precludes deterministic prejudgement by 
social scientists.) 

You can obtain this important book at a substantial savings - 40% off 
the regular price. Regularly $9.95, The Pseudo-Science of B.F. Skinner IS 
available to REASON readers for only $5.97. To obtain your copy, send 
in the coupon below with your check or money order. 

Please send me ~ copies of The Pseudo-Science of B.F.  Skinner at the special 
REASON price of $5.97 each. My check or money order for $ 
enclosed. (California residents add 6% sales tax.) 

Name 

Address 

CitylS tatelzip 
Send to Reason Press, Box 40105, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. Please allow six weeks 
for delivery. 

is ’ 
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Further &More 
DE-PRESSING 
DECISION 

n their article “Assault on the First I Amendment” (Jan. 1983), attorney- 
writers Michael McMenamin and Wil- 
liam Gorenc, Jr., exposed the Securitie: 
and Exchange Commission’s persecu- 
tion of, among others, newsletter 
publisher Christopher Lowe. When US 
District Court Judge Jack Weinstein 
ruled last year that Lowe could not be 
barred by the SEC from publishing an 
investment advisory newsletter becaust 
of his criminal record, civil libertarians 
applauded the decision, 

But the SEC appealed Judge Wein- 
stein’s decision to the US Court of Ap- 
ieals. And this year, on January 18, tht 
Second Circuit Court, by a 2-to-1 deci- 
sion, reversed Weinstein’s decision, rul 
ng that Lowe’s publications are en- 
<aged in practices not protected by the 
First Amendment. A dissenting judge 
iffirmed Lowe’s First Amendment 
-ights, stating that “investment opinion 
n my opinion, is as much speech pro- 
ected from prior restraint as is politica 
>pinion, philosophy or gibberish.” 
Lowe and his attorneys are appealing 
:he decision to the Supreme Court. 

The Lowe decision and its implica- 
ions for First Amendment protection 
3f so-called commercial speech is an 
ssue that is gathering a lot of attention 
Vew York Times writer Tamar Lewin 
*ecently devoted a column to the sub- 
iect, noting that “any Supreme Court 
lecision that financial advice is pro- 
:ected by the First Amendment might 
-equire basic changes in the securities 
aws, especially since prior restraints”- 
that is, the authority to bar someone 
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from engaging in an activity such as 
publishing investment advice-“are im- 
plicit in the registration and disclosure 
requirements enforced by the s.E.c.” 

Moreover, National Law Journal 
reporter John Riley also recently 
discussed the Lowe decision, pointing 
out the present degree of confusion and 
debate over First Amendment protec- 
tion of “commercial speech.” Riley 
noted the possibility, voiced by some 
experts, that the decision could set a 
precedent “to give only limited protec- 
tion to forms of expression that might 
otherwise be entitled to nearly absolute 
protection.” Because of this confusion, 
some observers believe the Supreme 
Court will agree to hear Lowe’s appeal. 

WEAPONS 
AGAINST TESTING 

wo years ago, REASON published a T dramatic expose of shoddy testing 
3f new weapons by the Pentagon and 
uncovered some of the high-priced duds 
that were produced as a result (“Fight- 
ing with Failures,” April 1982). In the 
wake of that article, Congress passed 
legislation sponsored by Sen. David 
Pryor (D-Ark.) creating a new office of 
3perational testing and evaluation in the 
Defense Department. But Michael R. 
Gordon recently noted in a column in 
the National Journal that the Defense 
Department has “defined the mandate 
of the new office so narrowly that it has 
all but defined operational testing out of 
existence.” 

In her REASON article, defense 
analyst Dina Rasor described how 
“operational testing has been so 
deformed by the Pentagon bureaucracy 
and pork barrel pressures that soldiers 
continue to end up with weapons that 
will fail them on a battlefield.” It ap- 
pears that not much has changed. Gor- 
don reported in the National Journal 
that Defense Secretary Caspar Wcin- 
berger’s deputies have defined “opera- 
tional” testing so that it applies only to 
completed systems-or systems that are 
“fully representative of the initial con- 
figuration of new weapons,” as one 
directive put it. 

Advocates of better testing have 
noted that this excludes preproduction 
operational tests. And ordinarily, by 
waiting until production of a weapon 

begins, “ ‘constituencies’ in the defense 
industry, the services, and Congress 
have developed,” noted Gordon, “mak- 
ing cancellation politically difficult or 
impossible” if the weapon falls short in 
tests. The constituencies are described 
by former Pentagon official Russell ~ 

Murray-“the research and engineering 
community-both military and civilian- 
that have committed themselves and 
their reputations to the new weapon,. . . 
the industrial firms whose profitability 
depends on its production,. . .[and] the 
employees whose jobs depend on it.” 

REASON that in the wake of the scandal 
surrounding deputy Defense secretary 
W. Paul Thayer and his replacement 
with William Taft early this year, the 
political fortunes of operational testing 
in the Pentagon may improve. 

An aide to Senator Pryor told 

AND MORE 
Hope for homeowners. REASON’S 

December 1982 cover story (“Self-Help 
Housing”) reported on the efforts of 
the Pittsburgh-based Housing Opportu- 
nities, Inc. (HOI); to enable low-income 
families to “earn” their own homes, a 
program largely based on local charit- 
able and private-sector initiative. HOI 
now reports that another of its pro- 
grams-one designed to help out-of- 
work delinquent mortgagers keep their 
homes-is achieving impressive results, 
again primarily with private support. 
The Home Ownership Protective Effort 
(HOPE) program, largely supported by a 
number of Pittsburgh-area lending in- 
stitutions and a utility company, of- 
fered financial counseling to 235 
families who faced foreclosure last year 
because of delinquent mortgage pay- 
ments. The organization reports that 
none of the 235 families lost their 
homes-in fact, the mortgagers made 
payments 47 percent in excess of what 
had been targeted. 

Getting off the trough. As taxpayer 
funding for public television and radio 
is shrinking, Trends has reported that 
nine public-TV stations began accept- 
ing advertising on an experimental 
basis and earned a total of $4 million in 
the process (Jan.). Now comes word 
that a group of these stations has asked 
Congress to authorize a national three- 
year experiment with limited airing of 
commercials. 
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x u  probably see radar as a trap, lying in 
ambush over hills and around curves. We see 
radar as an electronics problem. You're under 
electronic surveillance, you need counter- 
surveillance. 

Qualified Candidate 
ESCORT is a precision superheterodyne 

microwave receiver, and it has remained first 
choice for detecting police radar since it 
came on the market. In a recent test of com- 
peting brands, Car and Driver magazine con- 
cluded that ESCORT "is clearly the leader 
in the field in value, customer service, and 
performance.. ... 

We're particularly proud of that quote b e  
cause it credits ESCORT with more than just 
industry-leading performance. Just as we 
designed ESCORT to be the best detector 
possible, we knew there had to be a way to 
take better care of customers than the usual 
retail distribution system. That's why we have 1 
no dealers. From the beginning, we've sold 
all ESCORTs direct from the factory. 

Informed Source I 
You see, we know how difficult it is to buy 

a camera or stereo component, or any pre- 
cision qear. Evew store has different Drices 

No Comment 
If you've ever taken any high-tech equip 

ment back for service, you may have noticed 
another problem with retail distribution. Once 
in a great while, the dealer can fix the equip 
ment. But sometimes they fix it wrong, or 
say they can't get parts and try to sell you a 
replacement. 

Or you find they "don't carry that brand 
anymore:'. Then you're stuck with the task of 
tracking down another dealer, or trying to deal 
direct with a factory that isn't set up to serve 
consumers. And if the manufacturer happens 
to be in another country, well, you get the. 
oicture 

so youfeel obligated to shop around.' Then 
you have to wait for a salesman. He may not 
know much about the products or may try to 
get you to choose another brand. And the 
week after you buy, they go on sale. 

We don't want any middlemen speaking 
for us. When you're buying precision elec- 
tronic products, we think you'd prefer to deal 
with experts. Dial our toll-free number and 
you're talking to the factory: One Microwave 
Plaza. All of our engineering, manufacturing, 
sales and service happen under this one roof. 
The buck stops here, you might say. And you 
always know where to find us. 

Undivided Attention 
At Cincinnati Microwave, we treat cus- 

tomer service differently, and for a very good 
reason. We don't have a network of hungry 
dealers, we've got something far more per- 
suasive: Hundreds of thousands of satisfied 
owners. In fact, the chances are pretty good 
someone you know owns an ESCORT. We try 
our best to please our customers after the 
sale, because they are the biggest source of 
new sales. It's that simple. 

You should also know that we'll fix any 
ESCORT, no matter how old. We don't believe 
in planned obsolescence. 

Take A Test Drive 
And it's easy to try ESCORT at no risk. 

Just reach for your phone to order. Then take 
the first 30 days with ESCORT as a test. If 
you're not absolutely satisfied, we'll refund 
your purchase and pay for the postage to 
return it. You can't lose. We also back ESCORT 
with a full one year limited warranty on both 
parts and labor. Life under the radar gun is a 
lot easier with ESCORT. 

Do It Today 
By Phone: Call us toll free. A member of 
our sales staff will be glad to answer any 
questions and take your order. (Please have 
your Visa or MasterCard at hand when you call). 

CALL TOLL FREE. . .  .800.543-1608 
IN OHIO CALL.. . . . .  .800-582-2696 

By Mail: We'll need to know your name and 
street address, daytime phone number, and how 
many ESCORTS you want. Please enclose a 
check, money order, or the card number and 
expiration date from your Visa or Mastercard. 

ESCORT.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $245.00 
Ohio residents add $13.48 sales tax. 

Speedy Delivery 
If you order with a bank check, money order, 
credit card, or wire transfer, your order is proc- 
essed for shipment immediately. Personal or 
company checks require an additional 18 days. 

RNING RECEIVER 

Cincinnati Microwave 
Department 01 3 
One Microwave Plaza 
Cincinnati. Ohio 45242-9502 

Tune in "Talkback with Jerry Galvin:' America's new we<?& %+i?h:~? c a h i  ';orneth, t?<k $1 iw Sunday evenings on public radio stations Check local listings. 


