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THE BOOK CASE 
ity toward unions” when he indulged in 
the popular notion that individual 
employees lack equality of bargaining 
power vis-a-vis employers.) 

Lest the reader think that Power and 
Privilege is brimming with stridency and 
shrill polemics, be assured that Reyn- 
olds’s analysis of collective bargaining, 
unions, and labor legislation is thorough, 
erudite, and fastidiously accurate. He ex- 
plores the economic, historical, and legal 
aspects of union activity with remarkable 
comprehensiveness, synthesizing these 
disciplines to produce what may be the 
best (certainly the most readable) single 
volume on the subject. Ample tables, ap- 
pendices, and footnote references reveal 
the breadth of scholarship compressed 
into 266 pages of text. 

Reynolds is surely correct when he 
states that “a loss of nerve in the intellec- 
tual. academic, and political communities 
has long exempted unionism from the 

R-11 . normal scrutiny directed at interest : groups like corporations and bureauc- 
racies.” Now, when the Marxist “critical 
legal studies” movement is gaining in- 
fluence among law school faculties, : balance is needed more than ever. Reyn- . olds’s forceful critique of the prevailing . m-m mm pro-union orthodoxy demonstrates that 
individual workers and consumers would 
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be better off in a free labor market.. 

he prescription Reynolds writes out T for the anticompetitive maladies 
wrought by the innumerable state and 
federal laws regulating employment is 
simple and specific, but admittedly un- 
realistic: “The right thing to do is to 
deregulate. . . .Repeal, abolish, rescind, 
revoke, and do away with [federal labor 
legislation]. . . .Restore the rule of law in 
labor relations. . . . ” Although this solu- 
tion does not seem politically feasible in 
today’s climate (even with some union 
leaders’ rumblings about wanting what 
they call deregulation), one hopes that an 
informed electorate could eventually 
overpower the special interests of 
organized labor. 

Power and Privilege is both inspiring 
and depressing-inspiring because Reyn- 
olds challenges and debunks the preva- 
lent myths surrounding the institution of 
collective bargaining; depressing 
because these myths seem so well en- 
trenched that reform is literally an 
Augean task. I am reminded of Henry 
Simons’s gloomy prophecy 40 years ago: 
“Monopoly power must be abused. It has 
no use save abuse. . . .Here, possibly, is 
an awful dilemma: democracy cannot 
live with tight occupational monopolies; 

and it cannot destroy them, once they at- 
tain great power, without destroying 
itself in the process. . . .A community 
which fails to preserve the discipline of 
competition exposes itself to the 
discipline of absolute authority.” 

Mark S. Pulliam, an attorney practicing in 
San Diego, represents employers in labor 
matters. 

Socialists in 
Clerical Collars 

The Kindness That Kills 
Edited by Digby Anderson 
London: SPCK Press 
170 pp. 3.95 pounds 

Reviewed by Antony Flew 

n my young days, in the ’30s and  O OS, I leftists, of whom I was one, used to 
jeer at the Church of England as “the 
Conservative Party at prayer.” Even 
then that was misleading. For it was a 
period when William Temple, lifelong 
socialist and member of the Labour Par- 
ty, was archbishop of York and later of 
Canterbury. He, however, was always 
scrupulous to insist that those commit- 
ments were personal, that other equally 
sincere and instructed Christians could 
and did hold contrary political and eco- 
nomic views. 

All that has changed utterly. Most of 
the individual mainstream churches (in- 
cluding now the Roman Catholic Church, 
as well as the World Council of Chur- 
ches, the British Council of Churches, 
and in the United States the National 
Council of Churches) are forever issuing 
anticapitalist statements and aligning 
themselves with all manner of socialist 
and even specifically Marxist-Leninist 
causes. The Kindness That Kills-which 
we must hope is the beginning of a new 
wave, and not in Britain only-is edited 
by the director of a fresh offshoot, the 
Social Affairs Unit, of the promarket an- 
tiestablishment Institute of Economic 
Affairs. 

Digby Anderson and his 16 other con- 
tributors launch a general offensive 
against 24 publications of varying 
degrees of authority. These are attacked 
as “sloppy, ill-thought out, ignorant, one- 
sided, addicted to secular fashions, un- 
critical of conventional ‘progressive’ 
wisdom, hysterical. . .and, most deplor- 
able, uncharitable to those who 
disagree. ” 
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As with all such collections, the essays 
vary in quality, while much of what is 
most usefully said consists in truths that 
would be bound to seem truistic to many 
readers of REASON. But two things are 
very much worthwhile even for us. One 
is hair-raising information about the 
dangerous rubbish put out nowadays 
even in the most supposedly authori- 
tative of church statements. The other is 
scholarly argument showing how mis- 
taken it is to draw socialist conclusions 
from the Bible. 

For the first, take two specimens from 
Roman Catholic sources, one from the 
secretary-general of the Conference of 
Latin-American Bishops, the other from 
the Encyclical Octogesima Adveniens of 
Pope Paul VI (pope from 1963 to 1978): 
“The United States and Canada are rich 
because the peoples of Latin America are 
poor”; and government-wait for it!- 
“always intervenes with careful justice 
and with devotion to the common good 
for which it holds final responsibility.” 
Both of these two manifestly false 
assumptions are commonplaces of the 
contemporary social gospel, although the 
second in all its grotesque absurdity can 
rarely have been stated quite so brazenly. 

What is not obvious at all\ is that any 
such socialist social gospel can, as fre- 
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THE ‘BOOK CASE 
both appeals in a chapter entitled “Chris- 
tian Socialism: An Old Heresy?” Once 
we look back at the Old Testament 
passages to which the Magnificat is 
alluding, it becomes clear that the 
references are not to the economically 
rich or poor but to’those who are rich or 
poor in some more spiritual understand- 
ing. As for the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus, Oddie offers a devastating 
quotation from St. Augustine, putting 
down a Pelagian heretic known as the 
Sicilian Briton: “And if the poor man’s 
merit had been his poverty, not his 
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goodness, he surely would not have been 
carried by angels into the bosom of 
Abraham, who had been rich in this life.” 

he main ground on which I would T fault Anderson and his team is that 
they are all too kind, too concerned to 
show to their opponents the Christian 
charity that those opponents have rather 
conspicuously not been showing “to 
those who disagree.” This excess of 
kindness is displayed in two directions. 

In the first place, although some con- 
tributors hint, none presses home the 
harsh moral that should be drawn from 
the uncritical one-sided perspective of 
the target Christian publications. People 
who offer any policy as a means of secur- 
ing some end perceived as good-such 
as, for instance, the reduction of poverty 
or of unemployment-must be anxious to 
monitor the success or failure of their 
policy as a means to that end. Insofar as 
they willfully refuse to do this, and even 
ignore evidence suggesting that their 
policies will not in fact produce these 
stated results, then we have no option 
but to conclude that their devotion to 
those originally stated ends is-shall we 
say?-something less than whole- 
hearted. Perhaps they have somehow 
become so personally involved in those 
policies that their implementation has 
now become for them a “good” in itself? 
Or perhaps they are trying to curry favor 
with people devoted to the same policies 
for quite other and less-creditable 
reasons? 

The second excess of kindness lies in 
scarcely even hinting that there might be 
doubts about the authenticity of the 
Christian commitnient of any of the 
socialist document writers. But, in a 
period afflicted by so many “liberation 
theologians” believing in neither God nor 
liberty, these are questions that neither 
can nor should be shoved under the rug. 
It is today the most open of secrets that 
many priests of all denominations have 
lost their faith, without feeling any need 
to resign their orders; and it would seem 
that many of these, especially within the 
church and interchurch bureaucracies, 
have replaced a Christian with a secular 
socialist commitment. 

How else, after all, can we explain the 
now surely notorious Third Worldly an- 
tics of that UNESCO-in-clerical-collars, the 
World Council of Churches? Or the 
education statement dissected in The 
Kindness That Kills that, after repeating 
all the self-interested stock-in-trade false- 
hoods from the teachers’ unions, pro- 
ceeds most carefully to utter not one 

word about either religious education or 
the British Labour Party’s malignant 
threat to destroy all independent schools? 

Antony Flew teaches philosophy at the Uniuer- 
sicv of Reading, England, and York Univer- 
sity, Toronto. His most recent book is God, 
Freedom, and Immortality (Prometheus). 

LIFE & LIBERTY 
(Continued from p .  51) 

smile. “Isn’t it to my self-interest to live 
in a safer, saner, better world-and to try 
to bring such a world about?” No rational 
person has ever imagined that honoring 
the self entails solipsism. 

The polarization of self and others, or 
self and the world, implicit in so many of 
the responses I received, has no valid 
basis in reality. Indeed, there is over- 
whelming evidence, including scientific 
research findings, that the higher the 
level of an individual’s self-esteem, the 
more likely it is that he or she will treat 
others with respect, kindness, and gener- 
osity. People who do not experience self- 
love have little or no capacity to love 
others. People who experience deep in- 
securities and self-doubts tend to ex- 
perience other human beings as frighten- 
ing and inimical. People who have little 
or no self-esteem have nothing to con- 
tribute to the world. 

ow in the light of all this I must ask, N Why do the concepts of self-esteem 
and self-actualization-that is, personal 
goals-strike some people as so ominous? 
Why are only “social” goals respectable? 

The answer, I believe,, lies in the 
failure of many of us to emancipate our- 
selves from an authoritarian notion of 
ethics that always places its vision of 
“the good” outside the individual. 
Almost all ethical systems that have 
achieved world influence have been 
variations on the theme of self-surrender 
and self-sacrifice. Unselfishness is 
equated with virtue; selfishness is made 
a synonym of evil. In such systems, the 
individual has always been the victim, 
twisted against him or her self and com- 
manded to be “unselfish” in service to 
some allegedly higher value-Pharoah, 
Emperor, King, Tribe, Country, Family, 
the True Faith, the Race, the State, the 
Proletariat, or Society. 

We would more readily understand the 
willingness of so many people to submit 
themselves to one kind of authority 
figure or another if we remembered how 
almost all of us were introduced to the 
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word good. “He’s a good boy-he minds 
me, he behaves.” “She’s a good girl-she 
does what she’s told.” From the begin- 
ning, we are instructed that virtue con- 
sists not of honoring the needs, wants, 
and highest possibilities of the self, but of 
satisfying the expectations of others. 

Today, with the rise of feminism, 
women are beginning to awaken to the 
fact that this doctrine is manipulative and 
exploitative. Imagine the response if a 
lecturer told a group of modern women, 
“Don’t think of your own needs and 
wants-think only of the needs and 
wants of those you serve. Self-sacrifice is 
the highest virtue.” I believe that men, 
no less than women, need to take a fresh 
look at this doctrine as it affects their 
lives. In generating victimization, it is no 
respecter of gender. The issue is global. 

The tragedy is that any number of men 
and women struggling with issues of self- 
realization feel helpless and intimidated 
by accusations of “selfishness.” If “self- 
ishness” means “concerned with one’s 

rudebarbs 

self-interest,” of course the pursuit of 
self-esteem and personal growth is 
selfish. So is the pursuit of physical 
health. So is the pursuit of sanity. So is 
the pursuit of happiness. So is the pursuit 
of your next breath of air. 

Until we are prepared to respect an in- 
dividual’s right to his or her own life-un- 
til we understand that every person, 
ourselves included, is an end in him or 
her self, not a means to the ends of 
others-we cannot think clearly about 
the deepest meaning of the personal- 
growth movement. We will be stuck in 
debates at the superficial level of media- 
generated nonsense about the “me 
generation. ” 

Until we are willing to honor the self 
and proudly proclaim our right to do so, 
we cannot fight for self-esteem-and we 
cannot achieve it. 

Nathaniel Branden is the author of several 
books, including The Psychology of Self- 
Esteem and Honoring the Self. 

L E T T E R S  
(Continued from p .  8) 

atively small part of the budget. We must 
cut other spending, such as defense, wel- 
fare, etc. This, Douglas shows no 
evidence that an inexperienced Congress 
would be any more likely to do. 

Note that seniority among congress- 
men started climbing in 1910, while 
government did its growing in wartime 
and during the Great Depression. Aver- 
age seniority has been declining for the 
past decade or so, which is not the case 
for the government. The two factors are 
not related. 

Experienced or not, Congress-and 
government in general-knows it can rob 
Peter to please Paul, with a percentage 
for itself. No limit on terms is going to 
change that. 

David Carl Argall 
La Puente, CA 

RANDALL K. HYLKEMA 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FREE PROMOTIONAL ALBUMS, concert tickets, 
stereos, etc. Information: Barry Publications, 
477 82nd St., Brooklyn, NY 11209. 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! In- 
dustry presentationlnational exposition. Call 
free 1-8001528-6050. Arizona, 1-8001352-0458, 
x. 831. 

LUDWIG VON MlSESlAUSTRlAN ECONOMICS 
study group. To instruct or participate in an in- 
formal New York City Austrian economics study 
group for serious amateurs, write: Mitchell 
Langbert, 33-47 14th St., Long Island City, NY 
11106. 

FREE MARKET CALENDAR FOR 1985 featuring 
quotations on economic freedom and individual 
liberty by Ludwig von Mises, coupled with high- 
contrast lithographic images. Satisfaction or 
price refunded. Send $5.95 (two for $10.00) to B. 
Jon Boyce, 3510 NE Knott, Portland, OR 97212. 

GALT’S GULCH REUNION, 1119-11184, Newport 
Beach, CA. Workshop: “Sex & the Single Liber- 
tarian”; re-creation town of Galt’s Gulch; art 
show, “Freedom in Our Time”; goldlsilver jewelry 
exhibit; speech contest: “If John Galt Gave His 
Speech Today,” $500 cash prize; banquet honor- 
ing men of liberty; little theatre; martial arts. 
Write “Dagny’$ News,” Box 224, Long Beach, CA 
90801; 21314353398. 

BOOKS 
ISSUED IN  SEPTEMBER-a list of used books of 
interest to libertarians. Subjects include Rand, 
Mencken, Albert J. Nock, anarchism, atheism, 
capitalism, some first editions. Send stamp to 
Dunn’s Mysteries, 251 Baldwin Ave., Meriden, CT 
06450. 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 
AMBITIOUS INDIVIDUALS who desire unique 
business opportunity with large nationwide 
company. Can give you substantial income 
potential. Work from home or place of business. 
Requires nominal investment in time, money 
and effort. Free information and cassette. RDG 
& Co., 2024 S. 28th St., Philadelphia, PA 19145. 

ORIGINAL MONEY-MAKING GUIDE. Everyday 
procedures. $3.00 or free details. CARR, Box 401, 
Bronx, NY 10466. 

MAKE HOMEMADE BOOKLETS. I’ve earned 
$187,000 with mine. Money never stops! Free in- 
formation: Twill, Box 37169, Fort Worth, TX 
761 17. 

$40,000 O N  113 ACRE! New Hydroponics-in- 
expensive to start, maintain! Pleasant. Prac- 
tical! Little manual labor. Free information. 
Barnhill’s, Box 1657, Brenham, TX 77833. 

EDUCATION 
AMERICAN RENAISSANCE SCHOOL, a pro- 
reason day and boarding school. 468 Rosedale 
Ave., White Plains, NY 10605. 9141997-1227. 

EMPLOYMENT 
MEDIA RELATIONS DIRECTOR, West Coast 
free-market policy research organization. Must 
have excellent writing skills, and be dynamic, 

self-motivated, and well-organized. Good salary 
and benefits to qualified person. Send resume 
and samples of media work and writing. Contact 
Box MR, REASON. 

REASON EDITORIAL POSITION. We are seeking 
resumes now for possible editorial staff addition 
in early 1985. Jobs to include editing, research, 
writing. Send resume, samples of work, salary 
requirements, to REASON, P.O. Box 40105, Dept. 
ED, Santa Barbara, CA 93103. 

FINANCIAL 
CUT COSTS 20%. Improve qualitylreliabilitylpro- 
ductivity. In manufacturinglwhite-collarlservice 
operations. FREE fact sheet. Sage Services, P.O. 
Box 128, Newbury Park, CA 91320; 805l495-4033. 

PRIVATE LEGAL TAX HAVEN! Avoidance of 
capital gains tax, affect income tax, family trust, 
tax-free retirement paying 13%, tax-free stock 
investment paying 20%. Call the American Con- 
sulting Team, 8001237-6360, ext. 322. 

THE ULTIMATE TAX SHELTER investment vehi- 
cle in America-common law contract trust 
organizations. Accumulate unlimited wealth tax- 
free. Legally avoid probate, estatelinheritance 
taxes, gift taxes, and ALL INCOME TAXES on 
business and investment income. This newly 
discovered information makes all other tax 
shelters obsolete. Free info: William Nicholson, 
Sovereign Trusts, P.O. Box 20280, Reno, NV 
89515. 

ORGANIZATIONS 
FREE INTRODUCTORY BROCHURE Atheist, 
Humanist, Agnostic, Freethinker, Rationalist, 
Objectivist, whatever. We’re inclusionary, not 
exclusionary! Atheists United, Box 65706431, 
Los Angeles, CA 90065; 2131254-4914. 

FARMERSlRANCHERSlLANDOWNERS-join 
the only environmental organization dedicated 
to modern agriculture (man working with nature 
to increase the bounty of the earth). We stress 
the naturalness of agriculture and the signifi- 
cance of private property and free markets. The 
Arator Society, P.O. Box 1219-L, Leesburg, VA 
22075. 

THE LIBERTARIAN ALLIANCE is  one of the 
largest libertarian groups outside the USA. It 
produces original and interesting analysis, both 
theoretical and topical, in magazines, leaflets 
and pamphlets. $10.00 brings you a year’s sub- 
scription, which includes Free Life magazine 
(quarterly), leaflets, pamphlets, posters, special 
book offers, etc. Write to: The Libertarian 
Alliance, c/o 3 Langley Court, Covent Garden, 
London, WC2E 9JY, England. 

PERSONALS 
MONEY. JOBS. DEGREES. Moneymaking busi- 
ness plans. Discover newest opportunities. En- 
joy high pay, career advancement. Free book 
catalog. Eden Press, Box 8410-RS, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG. Discover latest “low- 
profile” techniques. Avoid banks, taxes, 
surveillance. Hide assets. Secret loans, trusts, 
identity. Buylsell anonymously. Keep mail, 
telephone, finances confidential. Eden Press, 
Box 8410-RS, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 

ORIENTAL LADIES want to write you for 
language practice, friendship, marriage, cultural 

exchange. Cherry Blossoms, Box 1021R, 
Honokaa, HI 96727. 

ORIENTAL LADIES, sincere, intelligent, and 
fafthful with traditional values are seeking cor- 
respondence, friendship, and marriage. Free in- 
formation. Filam, Box A3713RE, Chicago, IL 
60690. 

PRODUCTS 
“DON’T BLAME ME! I voted Libertarian” 
bumpersticker. Send $2. J. Howard, 43 El Cerrito, 
San Anselmo, CA 94960. 

RAND’S OBJECTIVIST ETHICS, $24.95. John 
Gait’s Oath, $19.95. Who i s  John Galt? $26.95. 
Kipling’s I f ,  $24.95. Each permanently recorded 
in lacquered, gleaming brass, on quality wood 
base, with built-in easel. Cheque or M.O. to 
Brilliance in Brass, 71083 Stirling Moor Rd., 
Fruitland, WA 99129, or send $1.00 (applied 
against purchase) for brochure showing many 
available plaques. 

PUBLICATIONS 
LIBERTARIAN CONNECTION, 17-year-old open- 
forum magazine. Subscribers may (but needn’t) 
insert two pageslissue free, unedited. Lots of 
stimulating conversation. Eight issues (one 
year), $10. 9850 Fairfax Square #232R, Fairfax, 
VA 22031. 

ARISTOS-THE JOURNAL OF ESTHETICS. 
Third year. Sample, $1.00. P.O. Box 1105-A, 
Radio City Station, New York, NY 10101. 

REAL ESTATE 
SURVIVAL FARMLAND and tax shelter. North 
central corn belt. Box SK, REASON. 

SERVICES 
MAIL PRIVACY? Our address becomes yours, in- 
stantly! ldentityllocation remain secret. Dis- 
cover our “Mail Privacy services.” Details: dollar 
bil l  (applicable). M‘s M.B., Box 5460-A, Dearborn, 
MI 48128. 

PRIVACY PRODUCTSISERVICES. Confidential 
mailbox. Free details! Write! SMS-RS, Box 3179, 
Tempe, AZ 85281. 

Angeles area, individual, couple, or group coun- 
seling. Call Craig Coffin, M.F.C.C., information1 
appointment, 21 31390-3730. 

L I B E R T A R I A N  P S Y C H O T H E R A P I S T - L O S  

RATES: 50 cents per word, $7.50 minimum. 
Telephone numbers count as  one word; box 
numbers count as two words. Add $1.50 per 
insertion for REASON box number. Payment 
must accompany all orders. Copy must be 
received by the first day of the month two 
months prior to issue date (e.g., advertising 
for the March issue, which is mailed in 
February, should reach us by January 1). 
Check or money order should be made 
payable to  REASON and sent to REASON 
Classified, Box 40105, Santa Barbara, CA 
93103. 
THE CLASSIFIED AD 
DEADLINE FOR THE 
JANUARY ISSUE IS 
NOVEMBER 1. 
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What are conservatives saying about 

" I didn't realize that th is country's atheists and agnostics had such 
fragile character that the mere mention of God might cause them grave 
distress. I am sorry that the country's atheists are such wimps." 

-R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr. 

1 1  
T h e s e  13-  and 14-year olds need to  be encouraged to keep their knees 

together unti l  they grow up and f ind husbands." 
-Midge Decter 

' 1  I believe that homosexuals should be afforded total civi l  r ights l ike all 
other Americans." 

-Reverend Jerry Falwell 

This summer in 

_- - - -___ I______-__ -____o_____________  
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I 

po'g (202)  5 4 6 - 4 4 0 0  14E4 ; 
1 
I 
I 

Publ ished b y  The Her i tage Foundat ion I 
2 1 4  Massachuset ts  Avenue, N E. I 

Washington. D C 2 0 0 0 2  I 

Yes I would l ike to  order  the summer  issue by subsc r ib ing  at 
a specia l  i n t roduc to ry  rate, 2596 off the regular p r i c e  

I 

0 $10.95 for 1 year ( 4  issues)  
0 $19.95 for 2 years (8 issues) 

(Foreign subsc r ibe rs  please add $5.00 per year ) 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

NAME I 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP - ; 
0 Check enclosed. (Please make payable to  Policy Review) ; 
0 Please b i l l  me. Charge my:  I 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD ' 0 AMEX I 

CARD NO. EXP. DATE I 
I 

Also featuring . . . 

Indian War in 
Nicaragua 

6 000 Indian 
guerrillas are 
fighting the 
Sandinistas 
for their land 

0 Barry Goldwater's 
Pyrrhic Defeat 

0 How Conservatives 
Win in Liberal 
Distr icts 

0 Will the Libertarian 
Party Survive 1984? 

I 

I 
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Further &More 
AIRPORT CONGESTIOIS 
CHOKES ON 
BUREAUCRACY 

or a short time, it looked as if the F buying and selling of airport land- 
ing slots-the specific times throughout 
a particular day that an airplane can 
land or take off-might gain a foothold 
despite Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) rules against such sales. In July, 
the bankrupt carrier Air Florida agreed 
to sell its landing slots at National 
(Washington, D.C.) and LaGuardia 
(New York) airports to Eastern Air- 
lines, for $3.5 million, gaining it needed 
cash to resume limited operations. But 
the FAA quickly moved to squelch the 
rescue plan, even though the agency is 
currently still considering a proposal- 
supported by both the Justice Depart- 
ment and the Office of Management 
and Budget-to allow slot sales. 

As reported earlier in REASON 
(Trends, June-July, p. 18), paralysis has 
set in on the bureaucratic system of 
allocating slots among the airlines. This 
is partly responsible for increasing air- 
port congestion and flight delays (see 
“How to Ground Plane Delays,” Editor- 
ial, Sept.). So bad was the situation that 
a group of airlines led by Eastern 
petitioned the FAA for immunity from 
the antitrust laws to be able to nego- 
tiate schedule revisions among them- 
selves rather than face government- 
imposed revisions. Allowing slots to be 
bought and sold would be a much more 
economically rational way to divvy up 
landing slots, but in August the Justice 
Department’s antitrust division reluc- 
tantly agreed to a limited form of the 
airlines’ plan. 

Meanwhile, there have been some 
noteworthy additions to the continuing 
debate over airport congestion and 
flight delays. A recent Office of Tech- 
nology Assessment (OTA) study exam- 
ined a major cause of congestion and 
delays, peak-hour demand: high use of 
airports at popular arrival and depar- 
ture times overburdens flight lanes, air- 
port facilities, and air traffic control 
capacity. To spread flights throughout 
the day, the OTA study suggested, air- 
ports might set landing fees based on 
the demand for particular times: peak- 
hour fees would be higher; off-peak 
rates, lower. 

New York City’s airport congestion, 

which is about as bad as it gets, has 
driven the New York Times to consider 
“market incentives” to relieve conges- 
tion. Letting “airlines buy and sell their 
peak-hour slots,” a recent Times 
editorial advised, is “better than letting 
committees of bureaucrats or airline of- 
ficials decide.” And the editorial 
specifically endorsed a New York Port 
Authority plan to auction peak-hour 
slots at the cities’ airports to the 
highest bidders and to lower rates for 
non-peak slots. “The airlines would 
presumably pass the higher cost of 
peak-hour service-and lower cost of 
non-peak service-on to passengers, ” 
the Times wrote. The editorial con- 
cluded that “incentives do seem to 
promise a way to achieve the best 
possible service for passengers.” 
Maybe someday the FAA will reach the 
same conclusion. 

WITH A GRAIN 
OF SALT 

rends reported in the October issuc T (“Saline Solution,” p. 17) that the 
widely believed link between salt con- 
sumption and high blood pressure was 
called into question by a recent study. 
In fact, the study found, hypertensior 
appears to be related to low salt intake. 
Further evidence for this surprising 
finding is accumulating.- 

on two studies indicating that hyper- 
tension may be related to insufficient 
calcium rather than to excessive 
sodium. And in Britain, a letter in the 
internationally respected journal Lancet 
from a group of medical researchers 
agreed that “the evidence that blood 
pressure is reduced by cutting down on 
salt is contradictory.” 

This srengthens even further the c a s  
for individuals being free to look at the 
evidence and make their own decisions 
about salt. But that does not faze 
consumer-protectionists in this country 
who would impose their views on 
others. Urged on by such groups as thc 
Center for Science in the Public In- 
terest, the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion recently announced that beginning 
next year, the sodium content of many 
processed foods must be listed on their 
labels. Paradoxically, in the light of 
growing doubts about a salt-hyperten- 

In August, Science magazine reported 

sion link, a government official said 
that the new FDA regulations are 
especially beneficial to people with high 
blood pressure, who need to reduce 
their salt intake. 

AND MORE 
Free ride. In what could be a blow to 

the private development of satellite- 
based navigation and air traffic control 
systems, the US government has de- 
cided to offer international civilian 
use-at no charge-of its Navstar 
Global Positioning System. Developed 
by the Air Force for military use, the 
Navstar satellite system will be made 
available “free” to civilian users 
because of the widespread fear that 
followed the Soviets’ downing of a 
Korean airliner last year. Meanwhile, as 
was reported in Trends in February 
(“Keeping on Course-Public or 
Private?” p. 20), physicist Gerard 
O’Neill’s Geostar Corporation is contin- 
uing with development of its more- 
accurate and lower-cost system despite 
the Navstar decision. 

Injustice not pruned. In “Harvest of 
Power” (Sept. 1983), Patty Newman 
described how the “good standing” 
provision of the Agricultural Labor 
Relations Act in California grants farm- 
workers unions the power to have a 
farm worker fired from his job if he or 
she violates union rules-a power far 
greater than what unions have under 
federal law. Unfortunately, “good 
standing” has now withstood a recent 
court challenge. In August, the Califor- 
nia Supreme Court unanimously denied 
a request for a hearing on an appeals- 
court ruling that had upheld the coer- 
cive doctrine. 

Unleash labor? AFL-CIO President 
Lane Kirkland, calling labor laws a 
“dead letter,” is the latest union boss 
to speak out for labor deregulation (see 
“Labor Singing a Different Tune,” 
Oct., p. 12). If deregulation has been 
good for industry, he told the Wall 
Street Journal, “maybe it would be good 
for us. We’re the only exception to in- 
dustry craving deregulation.” As our Oc- 
tober Trends item noted, Kirkland and 
some other union leaders, in calling for 
labor deregulation, are reacting to what 
they see as decreasing sympathy for 
unions at the National Labor Relations 
Board, which enforces federal labor law. 
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