evin Lycett, bassist for

way through the crowd

that packs the tiny Santa

Monica record shop
where his group is scheduled to perform.
Already a half-hour late, the band mem-
bers chat amiably with their audience
while awaiting a missing drummer. “There
must be some law about a group of seven
people, it is the most difficult organic be-
ing to move,” laughs Lycett, the belea-

show up late for one soundcheck, two
shows, and at least one interview.
Texas Records, though located in Los
Angeles, is an appropriate setting for. this
eclectic outfit, who have taken in recent
years to wearing 10-gallon cowboy hats
and stumbling through a drunkenly bril-
liant country-and-western—influenced rep-
ertoire. Still, the band won't earn enough
this afternoon (or later this evening at
their club gig) to “command a high sal-
ary.” Texas Records doesn’t necessarily
have 'a “distinguished reputation.” And a

the Mekons, makes his -

guered Brits having already managed to

clutch of union musicians would no doubt -

perform a far slicker version of “Help Me
Make It Through the Night.”

So what? So all this matters to the U.S.

Immigration and Naturalization Service.

Screening musicians, as well as other
artists and entertainers, is not among the
INS’s best-known activities. But the immi-
gration service of today could be screen-
ing out the Beatles of tomorrow, espe-
cially if proposed new “H-1” visa regula-
tions are adopted.

The H-1 application, a two-page form
reserved for “aliens of distinguished merit
and ability,”
means by which musicians can gain entry
into this country to do a tour. The pro-
posed regulations would add a checklist
of requirements, ranging from the ability
to “command a high salary” to the attain-
ment of “extensive commercial success,”
“national or international acclaim,” “sig-
nificant awards,” and “reviews in major
newspapers.”

The INS says it's all a question of
streamlining, of debugging the system of
vagueness and potential abuses. But some
musicians and members of Congress are

remains’ the only practical -

Ever viilant to protect the lounge Singers of America, the border

patrol is blackballing musical innovators from abroad.
WBILL FORMAN

not convinced of the new guidelines’ wis-
dom. These critics fear that the INS will
exercise its right to say no to all but the
most mainstream artists, ushering in a
new era of cultural isolationism.

v 66 inety-five per-
cent of the com-

_plaints are com-

' ing from five
percent of the

petitioners,” argues INS press officer Rick
Emmet, who says the artists are protest-
ing regulations that would be applauded
by doctors and other professionals. “Now
those aren’t exact figures,” he admits,
“but that’s where the complaints are com-
ing from.” o
- The INS says it doesn’t know whether
the percentage of rejected applicants is
increasing, as critics speculate. “There’s
no reason for us to collect that data,” says
Emmet’s colleague Duke Austin. “You
judge a case on its merits, not on any
quota.”
According to Austin, the rationale for
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tightening up the regulations is that “be-
fore, it was all done on memorandums and
policy statements and court cases. Now
we've tried to tie that together and walk
that fine line between protecting Ameri-
can labor interests and still allowing peo-
ple who meet the standards to come here
and entertain.”

The problem is that not everyone
agrees with the INS’s standards for artis-
‘tic validity. Tripp Milich runs Artists
Against Visa Denials (AVID), a California-
based organization of artists, musicians,
and club-owners who are part of that vo-
cal “5 percent” Emmet dismisses as
overly sensitive. The new regulations will
" have the greatest adverse effect on “non-
mainstream groups with particular types
of audiences, whether that be new wave,
folk, punk, or nueva cancion music out
of Latin America,” claims the former San
Francisco Mime Troupe member, who
has helped bring various folk musicians
into the country. “And the same is true
of dance, theater, etc. —the people most
affected clearly are not going to be the
Julio Iglesiases of the world.”

It’s doubtful that the combined tour earn-
ings of the Mekons, New Model Army,
Ferron, and Third World (all of whom
have had H-1 applications rejected or de-
layed long enough to result in canceled
dates) would come close to the amount
of money an entertainer like Phil Collins

* takes out of the country in one fell swoop.

Still, the INS continues to present the regu-
lations as a means of protecting unem-
ployed musicians.

“I submit to you that you would logi-
cally understand why we shouldn’t bring
in 50,000 bricklayers if there were brick-
layers unemployed,” insists the INS’s Aus-
tin. “But somehow people have a prob-
lem with saying, well, you don’t bring in
musicians if we have musicians unem-
ployed. And that’s the intent of the law.
The law says, hey, if you're exceptional,
you know, if you just painted the Sistine
Chapel, that’s different than being just a
painter.” (Yet the forthcoming INS regu-
lations care more about how much you
were paid for painting the Sistine Chapel.)

If a band plans to play only to small
clubs, they can pretty much forget it.

“There may be some people who get in’
because they’re not competing with any-
body,”says Austin. “Maybe there’s a
metal drum band in the Bahamas and noth-
ing like that in the United States. So
they’re eminent in their field, though very
small. But they’re not putting anybody out
of work either, because there’s no metal
band here that’s being unemployed be-
cause of their presence. So in that case,
they might be able to make the grade
even though it would be a small attrac-
tion.”

What about basic British rock bands
who play the club circuit? “There’s rock
bands in the United States, aren’t there?
There’s rock bands all over the United
States. Just because they’re a rock band,
does that make them eminent? No, I don’t
think it does. I don’t think it makes you
preeminent because youre a rock band
or because you're a woodcutter.”

Gradually the real issue becomes
clearer in Austin’s words: “I mean, they
take the other side of the issue in the
actors guild and the musicians union.
They say, ‘Why are you letting them in
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here when we’ve got just as good musi-
cians here? You're letting them in here
just because they work cheaper, that’s
not fair to us.” And I'd say that’s a very
defensible position.”

And anyway, ‘“being denied for H-1
doesn’t mean you can't come. File an H-2
application. If there’s a need for your la-
bor, and there’s no domestic labor to fill
that need, then file an H-2 application and
bring in foreign labor.”

Unfortunately for these less- than-
preeminent artists, the H-2 visa applica-

- tion process requires Labor Department
certification, as well as proof that equiva-
lent American performers have been so-
licited and are unavailable for the dates
in question, a tangled procedure nearly
as baroque as obtaining a green card.

The unions-and-employment argument
is one that AVID doesn’t want to take on.
“No one’s saying the doors should be
wide open to.every cover band that wants
to come in and play the Ramada Inn,”
counters Milich. “The people we’re con-
cerned are going to be kept out are cut-
ting-edge musicians.and performers who

are creating new music and new art and .

are offering something intrinsically unique.

And it’s not just new, it could be doing .

ancient Celtic folk music, for that matter.
But the fact is that a Ramada Inn cover
musician is not going to be able to play
that stuff. And to think-that there are
Ramada Inn musicians that want to play
that stuff is also off the wall. I mean, how
many union musicians do you know that
want to fill in for the bass player in the
Mekons?”

o finally get in for their

tour, the Mekons “had to

supply some additional

information,”

member Lycett, whose re-
cords are released in the United States
on Minneapolis-based independent Twin
Tone. “We had to get Doug Simmons,
who writes for The Village Voice, to write
a letter saying that if we didn’t come it's
the end of Western culture as. we know
it.”

Another British group, New Model
Army, was twice denied entry for lack
of artistic merit. They finally got permis-
“sion for an American tour coinciding with
their third album. “Basically they got in
because the label requested it,” explains
Jude Hendershott, A&R department staf-
-fer for the band’s label, Capitol Records.
Earlier requests through their booking

trying to get the H-1,”

‘there’s more to it than that.

says band’

his little-known

use of INS power could spell
disaster for the U2s and
Polices of tomorrow.

agent in New York and an immigration
attorney had proved futile. “It didn't hap-
pen until the label actually got involved,
even though the INS knew the band was
on Capitol all along and that we had an
album on the street and the tour was to
promote the album.” '

/How did the INS conclude that New

Model Army wasn’t artistically good’

enough? “According to the agent who was
‘ says Hendershott,
“the INS said that they -called the local
union, the local 802, and asked those peo-
ple if they've ever heard of this band. But
of course all the musicians’ locals are
staffed with people that are about 80
years old. And the-artistic merit of a band
that’s not mainstream is somewhat up to
the ear of the beholder.”

Bandleader Slade the Leveller thinks
“It’s very
strange that the immigration authorities
should set themselves up as arbiters of
public taste,” says Slade. “So I think
there’s a lot more to it than meets the
eye, but I'm not really in a position to
say what.. Obviously everyone has their
suspicions.’ _

But the Mekons, who became identi-

fied with the left because of their many

benefits on behalf of the British miners’
strike, are less suspicious of political mo-

tivations, which the INS denies are a fac- -

or. “You hear stories about how there’s
a political edge to the giving of H-1 work
permits,” says Lycett, “but then it’s very
hard to get anything to confirm that. I
mean, if you're turned down, it’s*a lot
nicer to think that you're red-hot radicals
who can tear down the walls of Washing-
ton, than that maybé they thought you
weren't anybody in particular and didn’t
want you in.’

Hendershott dlsagrees even though

the INS let left-leaning rocker Billy Bragg
through when New Model Army was be-
ing denied. “Bragg is definitely left-wing,
but he’s fairly quiet in his approach. And
New Model Army is fairly aggressive in
their approach. In some cases, they're left-
wing, but not traditionally. If they were
Marxists, they wouldn’t get in. In my opin-
jon, this isn’t a free country when it
comes to political beliefs, only when it
comes to consuming soap.”

oliticians are paying atten-

tion to the proposed new

regulations, too, with

staffs for Sens. Edward

Kennedy and Paul Simon
looking into the matter. The INS fears con-
gressional involvement will indefinitely
stall what was meant to be an internal
affair.

What happens next? “It’s very hard to
tell,” says the. INS’s Austin. “Congress
has initiated some legislative action to say
that they don’t want us to publish new’
regulations and that they may revisit this .
issue in a legislative manner. But that’s
where it rests right now.”

AVID’s Milich remains less than opti-
mistic. When amnesty for recent illegals
went .into effect in mid-1987, Kennedy’s
office told him “there wasn’t going to be
much activity on the H-1, because that
was small potatoes compared to the other
things the INS was dealing with. But I
would say the dust is settling, and I
wouldn’t be surprised if any day now the
INS published their revised edition of the
regulations.”

But the publication of the new regula-
tions may end up being little more than
a formality, for Milich believes the INS
is already using their “preeminent” crite-
ria in deciding current cases. This little-
known use of the power of the INS could -
spell disaster for the U2s and Polices of
tomorrow, groups who build their follow-
ings from the ground up through low--
profile tours of less-than-distinguished ven-
ues. And perennial fringe groups with cult
followings may have more success send-
ing postcards to their fans.

Perhaps there’s somie comfort in the
fact that Julio Iglesias fans really have no
cause - for concern—provided he doesn’t
try playing small clubs without a steel
drum band behind him.

Bill Forman is associate editor of Isthmus
and a regular contributor to Music and Sound
Output.
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Do you suffer from

Tired Libertarianism?

Skousen, Erika Holzer, Tibor

Do you have any of

these sympftoms?

Are you tired of essays that
apologize for human liberty, in-
stead of joyously advocating lib-

Machan, Durk Pearson, Sandy
Shaw, Mike Holmes, Douglas

Casey, Sheldon Richman,
William Moulton, and Ross
Overbeek.

erty and exploring its possibili-

Liberty

ties? [

“More Liberty begets desire of more.’ —~John Dryden

)|l Fast, Fast, Fast Relief!

Are you tired of articles on

why free-market garbage collec-
tion is better than government-
run garbage collection?

When a libertarian publica-
tion arrives, do you put it on your
coffee table and say, "I'll get
around to it, one of these
days..."?

If you answered "Yes" to any
of these questions, you may suf-
fer from tired libertarianism.

Hope for the suffering!

Until recently there was no
cure for tired libertarianism. The
victims of this dread disease had
nothing to look forward to but a
life of gradually increasing en-

David M. Brown and Davi

The Two Libertarianisms

by Ethan O. Waters

The ACLU: Suspicious Principles,

Salutary Effects
by William P. Moulton

Nicaragua: A Front Line Report

by Gary Alexander

Ayn Rand: Still Controversial
After All These Years

review essays b

Also: Articles and Reviews by Nathaniel Branden,
Benjamin Best, Stephen Cox, Jeffrey Rogers Hummel,
Erika Holzer, Sheldon 'Richman and others.

dv Ramsay Steele

Liberty is now available
without your doctor's prescrip-
tion.

If you are suffering from
tired libertarianism, order a one
year subscription to Liberty to-
day, and every second month,
you will receive relief in the form
of Liberty's fast-paced, exciting
articles and reviews!

Double, Money-Back
Guaraniee

We are confident that Liber-
ty is worth its price of $18 per
year—so confident that we have
made your subscription to Lib-
erty risk-free. You are protected

nui, culminating in intellectual

May 1988

$4.00

Volume 1, Number 5

by our double guarantee de-

death.

tailed in the box below.

Happily there is now a cure:
the new libertarian bi-monthly, Liberty!

Every issue of Liberty contains 48 or
more pages of good libertarian writing:
articles and essays that challenge your
thinking, that explore the nature and

implications of human liberty, that
challenge dogma wherever found, that
inject the joy of discovery and the
pleasure of good reading into your li-
bertarianism.

"The Sociology of

the Ayn Rand Cult"
by Murray Rothbard

This analysis of the internal dynamics
of the Rand cult in New York City in the
1950s is based on Rothbards first hand
observations.

Never before published, and until now
circulated only among Rothbard's close
friends, his penetrating analysis reveals
details of Rand's New York City circle not
reported by Barbara Branden in her re-
cent Rand biography.

Free with your subscription!

To encourage you to subscribe imme-
diately, we will send it to you as a bonus
with your subscription. You won't want to
miss it! And it's yours to keep even if you
obtain a full refund under our guarantee.

A survey of the first two issues
of Liberty revealed that on average, each
article was read by an astounding 87% of

readers.

Act Today!

‘Every issue of Liberty features Liberty offers you the best in libertar-
essays, articles and reviews by ian thinking and libertarian writing. So
lively writers like Murray don't hesitate. With our double guaran-
Rothbard, Karl Hess, Walter tee, you have nothing to lose. You have
Block, Stephen Cox, Mark the fruits of Liberty to gain!
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" MoneyBack | ‘ . i
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MAIL ORDER MALL™

A SELECTION OF USEFUL AND IMAGINATIVE PRODUCTS

THE ORAL SHOWER TOOTHBRUSH —
BECAUSE PLEASANT EXPERIENCES ARE HABIT-FORMING

t a time when dental health is in the news and on our minds, the Progiene Oral
Shower Toothbrush is a welcome arrival. It’s so convenient — with no need for
extra appliances, electricity or cords; simply screw in one or both adapters included to
replace the aerator on your faucet, permanently. Then the water tube just slides in and
the toothbrush snaps on. Open the tap to provide a shower for your teeth; close tap while
brushmg with toothpaste; open again for an invigorating, thorough rinse. The combina-

tion of water pressure and brushing pro-
vides massaging-action while helping to
ensure removal of tiny food particles —
even braces and dentures can benefit,
Your mouth will feel so pleasantly clean,
you might get ‘‘hooked’’ on this habit,
and it’s an excellent incentive for children
to look forward to brushing. Two snap-
| on brushes of different colors included;
| extras come in pairs of two more colors.
2-year limited warranty. Progiene Kits.
$25.98 ($5.00) #A1807X; pair of extra
brushes, $7.98 ($3.00) #A1808X. J

THE MAGICAL SPARE BED

I t’s almost like pulling an extra bed out
of a hat. Unlike most spare beds that
gobble up storage space and are unwieldy
to move, this one rolls down to fit a 36’*long,
3’ diameter canvas case, to stash in a closet
corner, car trunk, camper, anywhere, Yet it
unrolls in minutes to a full-size 27°’ x 73"
bed that will even accommodate 6-footers,
supports up to 500 pounds and is comfort-
able to boot. The secret’s in the inventive
construction: a cotton canvas sling is sup-
ported on laminated steel legs with 6 steel
springs for cushioning and stability on rough
ground. Toss the carrying strap over your
shoulder and go — camping, beach, pool-
side; the 10°" legs keep it off damp ground
and sand. Of course, this bed is indispens-
able at home, country home, dorm —
even for kids in motel rooms. A superb

value at $49.00 ($5.95) #A1745. '

PORTABLE ALARM

his affordable
and versatile al-
arm hangs from its
chain on any door-
knob and is activat-
ed by motion. The
distinctive musical
alarm can help you
keep track of kids
and pets; on certain
cabinet doors, it
alerts you to a tod-
dler’s explorations.
Inside a traveler’s
room door, it pro-
vides extra security
: at night.
magnet on back secures it to the refrigera-
tor — midnight raiders beware! On/off
switch; button-cell batteries included. $10.00
(32.95) #A1768X.

STINKY PINKYS

And a:

ortunately, hu-
man anatomy is
arranged so the nose
and the feet are
| separated by the
greatest  possible
distance. Even so, the
twain do occasional-
ly meet — and the nose is usually not
delighted to know of the foot’s exertions: Now
just put a Stinky Pinky ‘‘sock’” in each shoe
and overnight odor is gone, absorbed by the
special blend of all natural earth materials.
Works in running shoes, sneakers, boots,
leather shoes, anything that goes on your feet.
And keeps on working, too—just put Stinky
Pinkys out in the sun for a day every three
months or so to restore their odor-catching
ability. Three pairs of Stinky Pinkys, enough
PR for 6 shoes or boots, costs
$19.00 ($3.95)
#A13263.

SHARPEST OF THE
SHARPENERS

he classic knife sharpening tool is the

butcher’s steel, but most people find it
intimidating. The Chantry Knife Sharpener
duplicates butcher steel action but makes it
so simple anyone can.sharpen and realign a
blade edge perfectly in moments. As the
knife edge is drawn between a pair of hard
(Rockwell 64-65) Sheffield Steel rods, spring-
loaded at just the proper angle, both sides
of the blade are aligned. Works on stainless
or carbon steel knives, straight or serrated
edges. The Chantry is made of heavily
enameled steel, can be countertop mounted,
costs $32.00 (34.95) #A1225. It is included
in the permanent design collection of the
Museum of Modern Art.

TRAVELING TUNES

tereo music and biking can be an ex-
hilarating combination, but head-
phones and biking are a dangerous one, now
outlawed in-many states. The Tune Tote 2
provides a pair of 2"-diameter mylar speakers
(30 to 20,000 Hz.) with battery-powered am-
plifiers that more than dotible the sound out-
put. The weather-resistant ABS plastic unit
comes complete with mounting brackets to
fit virtually any handlebar; secure straps
hold your own favorite radio or cassette
player on a shock-absorbing platform. (Any
standard pocket-size player is compatible;
plug is 3.5mm.) Off the bike, it has a handy
shoulder strap — great for picnics, beach,
hiking. 2 AAA batteries not included; one-
year limited warranty. $38.98 (34.00) #A1809X.



MAIL ORDER MALL"

A SELECTION OF USEFUL AND IMAGINATIVE PRODUCTS

DO FLEAS HAVE EARS?

T he Microtech Flea Collar with its blasts
of ultrasound creates such an intolera-
ble environment that fleas and ticks abandon
their pet hosts within 5 days. It is designed
specifically for fleas and focuses on a 4’ zone
of protection, the Microtech Coliar outper-
forms other kinds of ultra-sonic pest chasers.
A vast improvement over poison powders and
chemical collars. Works on cats or dogs. Ad-

for 6-8 months on 2 lithium cells (included).
You can afford to see if it really works because
you are fully protected by our guaranfee—
you have nothing to lose but the fleas! $44.98
($3.00) #A1796 each.

A NEW TWIST ON EXERCISE

J ust a little bored with your fitness pro-

gram? Experts (and common sense) tell
you to vary your routine — and this U-Bar
Exerciser could be just the ticket. Chrome
bar has knurled handgrips and durable foam
rubber padding for your neck. A 20-page
booklet clearly illustrates exercises from sit-
ups in various positions (you may find them
easier to perform correctly when the U-Bar
is in place) to side twists and joggers stretch.
For muscle-toning, add your own weights;
the bar comes with 4 slide-on clamps that
securely attach any standard round weights.
$27.98 ($4.00) #A1810.

justable 19 collar fits 97% of dogs and runs

TEACH AN OLD LAMP
NEW TRICKS

A ny lamp that takes
a standard bulb can
be updated with the
Touchtronic dimmer. No
rewiring needed-just screw
into lamp socket (the bulb
will now be slightly elevat-
= ed within the lamp). Then

your touch on any metal part becomes the
““switch’*touch once for low light, again for
medium intensity, a third time for full wat-
tage. Perfect for metal-base lamps, since you
can touch anywhere; easy enough on others
because touching the harp, shade frame, sock-
et or even a metal finial will work. Handy
(and safe) when you’re
entering a dark room,
great at bedside (no
more wee-hours fum-
bling) and a real com-
fort to the arthritic or
the ill. You'll save time,
money and electricity-
no more 3-way bulbs to
buy and you pay for
only as much light as
you need. UL. listed;
one-year factory war-
ranty. $15.00 ($2.95)

#A1700.

IMPROVE YOUR FM
RECEPTION. PULL IN WEAK
SIGNALS WITH CLARITY
N ow you can eliminate FM radio sig-
nal fade and the aggravating signal
cross-over that garbles sound. The new
Parsec omnidirectional FM antenna is the
only indoor antenna that literally thinks
for itself. Its micro chip and printed cir-
cuit brain receives all signals and isolates
them into individual, clear frequencies.
No need to constantly re-
direct this antenna. Leave
it where it is and its
360 degree radius allows
the Parsec to receive
from any direction.
And even more re-
volutionary, this an-
tenna will boost radio
signals 18 times (up
to 24 decibels) for
the clearest recep-
tion you’ve ever ex-
perienced. Easy-
to-install, light-
weight, plugs into
any stereo model.
2°x3.57°x16",
One lb. 1 year
warranty.
Parsec FM antenna.
$54.98 ($5.00)
#A1806.

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS AND GUARANTEE. We ship
via U.PS. wherever possible to insure prompt delivery. The price
of each item is shown followed by its shipping and handling
charges in { ). Be sure to add the item price plus shipping and
handling charges for each item ordered to arrive at the total price.
If you are not satisfied for any reason, return the article to us
within 30 days, and we’ll exchange it or refund the item price.

INNEIRASKAULL

On phone credit card orders

800-334-777

MAIL ORDER MALL OVER $20; call toll-free  apove Number is for ordering only, for cuslomer mqumes call (201) 569-9717.
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ADDRESS

cry STATE b
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magazines

By Roy A. Childs, Jr.

Good and Evil»vin j o

the Thinking Press

iile the public dialogue to-
day remains dreary, con-

troversy, satire, vision, and
even outrage  still rear their
heads in the opinion press. In
one magazine after another, edi-
tors and writers struggle to
make themselves heard. Right
and left continue to attempt to
draw blood or plead for a cause,
often providing what we see all
too rarely today: interesting, pro-
vocative opinions. In this review
of current periodicals, I'll try to
provide a guide to some of the
{ best and worst to be found.

Let's begin by paying tribute -
to the most consistently interesting po-
litical magazine in the country: The New
Republic. Edited by Michael Kinsley, it
is fresh, unpredictable, and brash. Kinsley
manages to encourage both wit and fairly
subtle reasoning from a fine stable of writ-
ers who represent a surprisingly broad
range of opinion, with a few lamentable

hobby-horse exceptions. And even when

it is wrong on an issue, never mind: this
is the kind of magazine with which you
can enjoy disagreeing.

Pick up a few issues and see if you
don’t agree. Start with a regular feature,
“The Zeitgeist Checklist,” and then zip
through the rest of it. I turn at random
to a few recent issues. ‘

In that of last December 28, semi-
conservative reporter Fred Barnes writes
an open appeal for conservatives to unite
behind Jack Kemp, who he sees as Rea-
gan’s only logical heir. Barnes predicts
that, as things look, Kemp won’t make
it beyond the early primaries. “The most
likely scenario is that Bush or Dole will
win the nomination and presidency, and
soon break conservatives’ hearts. Conser-
vatives have only themselves to blame.”

A few pages. later, economics editor
Robert- Kuttner, a terrible' economist—
apparently the younger generation’s an-
swer to Robert Lekachman and other left-
ist hacks —makes the case against (gov-
ernment) austerity and in favor of (sigh!)
higher taxes. For a little fun, read “The
Fifth Columnist,” a nasty review by Brit

expatriate Henry Fairlie of left-wing Irish
expatriate journalist Alexander Cockburn’s
collection Corruptions of Empire. (By the
way, I'm a big fan of Cockburn’s writing.)

TNR's main pundits in their always-
provocative campaign coverage so far are
Barnes and Hendrick Hertzberg, a mav-
erick liberal who is something of a loose
cannon. In the January 18 issue of TNR
Barnes reports on the top agenda item
for all the other Republican candidates:
“Get Bush to Crack,” while. Hertzberg’s
“Monster - from the ID” manages to be
both scathing and sympathetic toward
Gary Hart—a good balance, I'd say.

He finds a notable comparison between
Hart and Nixon: “Both men are proven
liars, but from the standpoint of statecraft
Hart’s lies have been uniformly trivial
(why he changed his name, where he
spent the night), while Nixon’s were
about rather more important things, such
as what countries he was bombing and
whether or not he was committing high
crimes and misdemeanors.”

For a change of pace, read the bizarre
article in the same issue by Andrew Sulli-
van, “Flogging Underwear,” which looks
at “the new raunchiness of American ad-
vertising,” features a Calvin Klein ad
sprouting naked men and women, and
finds that “the best adjective to describe
the ethic of the whole power-sex genre
of advertisement is: fascist.” Fascist?
Well, our naked wonders appear to be
“Aryans...draped over a Nuremberg-

style obelisk.” Kvetch, kvetch.

Turn one final time to TNR,
the February 1 issue, and read
Jeffrey Alexander’s “Back to
Lippmann.” Alexander recently
visited Poland and relates an in-
teresting development: the pro-
gress of “workers’ universities”
4 in the basements of churches,
] where lawyers, professors, sci-
entists, trade union leaders, and
others have been ‘reading
books as fast as they could be
translated into Polish, so that
they could prepare themselves
for the distant possibility of a so-
> cialist democracy.” But a young
sociologist surprised Alexander when he
told him “which authors were uppermost
on the list: Robert Nozick, Friedrich von
Hayek, and other authors of the libertar-
ian and free-market right.”

Alexander quarreled with his sociolo-
gist friend: what'’s this stuff got to do with
socialist democracy? “As many of them

see it,” he relates, “the practical ques-

tion about the distribution of modern
power is less about fair shares than about
whether there is a space for argument
at all. Private property is the only means
of having a sure footing, a means of shut-
ting out the state, of gaining a territory
of one’s own. Only private economic
power can confront bureaucratized politi-
cal control.” Dare we hope that TNR will
learn more about the virtues of private
property from these Polish intellectuals?

Yes, there are other magazines in the
‘world. The December issue of The
American Spectator celebrated its 20th an-
niversary and, as if to symbolize its often
schizoid history, we are treated to 100
pages that neatly balance Good and Evil
contributions. George Gilder lets fly with
a wildly optimistic, hopeful, and humane
essay, “The Message of the Microcosm,”

" a stirring celebration of technology, lib-

erty, and progress that can only be called
masterful and endlessly quotable.

A sample: “All value comes from free
minds; nothing else matters. Slaves are
virtually worthless. By creating slaves,
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