1980

Free To Choose, by Milton
and Rose Friedman
Michael McCarthy

In November 1980, I
voted for Jimmy Car-
ter for president and
then went home and
read Free to Choose.
1 started the book a
Democrat and a stan-
dard-issue modern lib-
eral. I finished it a lib-
ertarian.

Free to Choose is re-
ally a book for burnt-
out liberals —burnt
out by the failure of
our generation’s ef-
forts to solve the in-
tractable social prob-
lems of our times;
for liberals who still
care about the liberal
agenda but are fed up
, with the liberal solu-
tion.

In Friedman’s book
1 found hope for the
future, grounded in
something I still held dear: a decent re-
spect for people as people. Discouraged
by failure, I was electrified by this book’s
ideas for success. It gave me my first
glimpse of libertarianism as a politics of
hope, and that changed my life.

Thanks, Miltie.

MILTON
FRIEDMAN

ROSE FRIEDMAN

Michael McCarthy is reviews editor of the com-
puter weekly InfoWorld and chairman of the Rea-
son Foundation’s San Francisco Regional Ad-
visory Council.

1974

Anarchy, State, and Utopia,
by Robert Nozick
Tibor R. Machan

Robert Nozick’s fa-
mous Anarchy, State,
and Utopia is now a
* classic of 20th-cen-
tury political philoso-
phy. It is a model of
philosophical pizzazz.
Nozick’s book is a daz-

~ zler—a philosophical
ROBERT NOZICK virtuoso, an intellec-
tual feast. It reestablished the academic
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significance of the laissez-faire alternative
in political economy. The ripple effects are
still being felt. Graduate students and
young professors of philosophy, political
science, and economics are everywhere
studying Nozick’'s ideas and are also
steered to the examination of the ideas
of other libertarians.

I only regret that Nozick has refused
to discuss his work further. He has re-
plied to just one critic—Sheldon Wollin—
in a letter to the editor to The New York
Times Book Review. Better comments and
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criticisms—for example, by Thomas
Nagel, Amartya Sen, Thomas Scanlon,
Robert Wolff, and H. L. A. Hart—have
gone unanswered by Nozick. Mostly criti-
cal, negative essays appear, and since
they are aimed at Nozick, responses, es-
pecially from frameworks Nozick rejects,
can be dismissed out of hand.

Senior Editor Tibor R. Machan, one of the part-
ners who published REASON from 1971 to 1978,
teaches philosophy at Auburn University.

LibertyClassics

THE HISTORY
OF ENGLAND

FROM THE INVASION OF JULIUS
CAESAR TO THE REVOLUTION
IN 1688 '

By David Hume
Foreword by William B. Todd
In Six Volumes

David Hume has been called one of
the greatest social thinkers of the
modern period. This is in large part
due to his remarkable six volume T4e
History of England.

Hume saw English history as an
evolution from a government of will to
a government of law. Advanced in
Hume’s masterful prose, his argument
continues to make this definitive edi-
tion a valuable study to the modern
reader and to anyone interested in the
history and preservation of liberty.

Volume I — From the Britons and Romans
through the death of King John in 1216.

Please send me: The History of England

LibertyPress/ LibertyClassics

Volume II — From the reign of Henry 111
through the death of Richard HI in 1485,

Volume III — From Henry VII through the
turbulent period following the death of
Henry VIIIL

Volume [V — The long reign of luhmbcth L.
Volume V — The first two Stuarts.

Volume VI — The last Stuarts and the Glo-
rious Revolution.
The complete set — Hardeover $90.00
Paperback $45.00
Volumes may be purchased individually —
Hardcover $15.00 each
Paperback $ 7.50 each

We pay book postage rate. Please allow 4 to 0

weeks for delivery. Al orders must be prepaid

HC| PB Quantity | Total n U.S. dollars.
T 30 D
Title ' | V| Price | Ordered | Price O Enclosed is my check or money order
Complete Set made payable to Liberty Fund, Inc.
Volume 1 O Please send me a copy of your latest
Volume 11 catalogue.
Volume 111 Name
Volume 1V
Votume V- Address
Volume V1 City/Smte/ Zip
Y
. . . . shadeland Avenue
Indiana residents add 5% salt?s‘ rax Dept Q 1’9"
Votal Indianapolis, IN 46250
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Just the Facts

Six times a year, The Pragmatist brings
you the facts: How government creates
problems or makes them worse. How it
squanders our money on causes of all
sorts, and what makes that possible.
You'll also learn the facts about the

marketplace. How it could, and does,
leave people of all backgrounds wealthier
and more secure.

You won't find any ranting, cheerleading
or wishful thinking padding The Pragma-
tist. Just facts and figures making the case
for freedom and abundance. Plus plenty of
incisive, thoughtful analysis to go along.

Subscribe today.

__ Send me a year’s worth by First Class
mail. Here’s $10.00 for six issues.

__ lTwant to see a sample first. Here’s $2.00.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

. [ .2}
The Pragmatist 9

P.O. Box 392 « Forest Grove, PA 18922

Challenger

TEACHERS WANTED

For top quality private school,
preschool through 8th grade.
A state credential is not re-
quired, however, a love of
learning and children is. If you
are dynamic, have high expec-
tations for children, and desire
to be amotivating force in their
lives, send your resume' to:

Challenger Schools
Attn: Kent Dillon

256-M East Hamilton Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008-0237

or call:
(408)378-6582
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Congratula

tions on 20

Great Years and Best

P.O.BOX 2178

 Wishes for the Future

MARKETING AND PRINTING

REDONDO BEACH, CA 90278 o

(213) 379-8162 i

1981

Wealth and Poverty,
by George Gilder
R. Emmett Tyrrelf, Jr.

Wealth and Poverty
| served as a trove of
1 useful information
about the ecology of
i dollars over the past
two decades. It re-
| minded us.of much
GEORGE GILDER that is true and vital
about the economy vis-a-vis the state and
vis-a-vis the individual. It did all this with
the most elegant prose.

George Gilder is one of the finest
minds of his generation, and so in this
superb book he included something more
important than all the above. He devised
a way of thinking about capitalism that,
if true, could make it defensible on yet
another front. Beyond being effective at
increasing wealth, it is, according to Gil-
der, virtuous. “Not taking and consum-
ing, but giving, risking, and creating,”
says Gilder in Wealth and Poverty, “are
the characteristic roles of the capitalist,
the key producer of the wealth of na-
tions.”

For generations, that aspect of liber-
tarianism that statists have opposed most
resolutely has been its adherence to the
free market. Statists think capitalism is
selfish and morally flavorless. Gilder
thinks it is altruistic. If he can succeed
in making that case, the major barrier be-
tween libertarianism and American con-
ventional thought might well collapse.
This alone make his work invaluable.

R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr., is editor-in-chief of The
American Spectator.

1968

Whole Earth Catalog
Jim Trotter

Any catalog that could contain informa-
tion on edible fungi and how to build a
log cabin and could draw fine distinctions
between Murray Rothbard and Ayn Rand
has to be great. I read the first Whole
Earth Catalog while living in a one-room
cabin in the mountains. Already an anar-
chist, I was drawn to a reference about
a school of thought that included “bushy-
haired anarchists,” “Ayn Rand freaks,”
and maybe the best economics around.
From the accompanying list of libertarian
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