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- A THOUSAND PINTS OF LITE

BY THOMAS W. HAZLETT

Let me share with you my crack diet-
ing technique, perfected during two
stressful decades of graduate school:
With the advent of light beer, why suffer
when shedding tonnage? The health
science is plain: Regular beer has 175
calories per 12-ounce can, light beer has
but 90. Hence, each Lite consumed saves
85 calories.

It takes 3,500 calories to burn up a
pound; you must drink 41.18 Lites to
dislodge 16 ounces of body matter. Even
when in good shape, however, I find it
difficult to maintain my competitive edge
for more than a case a night. Therefore,
on a seven-day-a-week workout sched-
ule, it takes 55.56 days to drop 32.38
pounds—your physical fitness reward for
diligently consuming exactly 1,000 pints
of Lite.

You think this is funny math. You think
I'should be weighing in after these drinking
binges, and comparing my weight before
to my weight after.- No way, Jos€. I'm
doing it right. This is the precise account-
ing method established by our govern:
ment to track its own dieting efforts.

Take the annual budgets of the federal,
state, county, city, school board,
mosquito abatement district, etc. govern-
ments. Every year they go up. Count in

lars, dollars per capita—spending goes
up. But the official report is that the
budget has been slashed by $X mil-
lion/billion/zillion. These “savings” take
place against a wish-list budget that per-
colates up from each agency, which
naturally desires to fatten its take by re-
questing a wad more than they got last
year and a tidy piece more than they
expect to haul in this year. When these
increases are shaved by our elected guar-
dians of the public trust, voila—the
budzget has been slimmed!

Unless you’re a bonehead of the sort
who’s forgotten to slip out of his bellbot-
toms and dress for the *90s, you will
know that the ’80s were a decade of

nominal dollars, inflation-adjusted dol-

defeat for government. Budgets were
slashed; the public sector starved. Yet, the
share of national income consumed by
federal spending began and finished the
decade at 22 percent (with the middie
years bulging above that percentage), and
this allowed the federal government to
spend 14 percent more per capita in real
terms in 1989 than it had in 1981. State
and local spending, slashed to the ab-
solute bone in the lean budgets of the
Greed Decade, also managed to rise—17
percent in real per capita terms-—from
1981 to 1989. The spending trim-down
was from pig-out trend lines, not from
stored body fat.

But that’s the obvious part of this fis-
cal three-card monte. The real
sneaky move is the one that flies right
past—you’ve already missed it—that a
public dollar spent counts as a public
dollar consumed. (Macroeconomists and
faith healers similarly define national in-
come, Y, as being equal to consumption
spending, C, plus investment spending, I,
plus government spending, G. Murray
Rothbard may have been closer to Science
with his reformulation: Y=C+I minus G.)

The value of a house—a privately sold
house—is the value of the dwelling to an
actual consumer. That consumer won’t
pay a penny more because, say, the sub-
contractor screwed up and had to retile
the master bath four times before she got
it right. But the $umpteen-billion cost
overrun on the B-102? That’s (a) “money
for defense,” and counts (b) as a measure
of U.S. military preparedness. (Which is
why those who oppose such expenditures
are presumptively squishy on national
defense.)

So you’re not even a little exorcised
over this social bookkeeping fraud? Fine.
But misreading inputs for outputs tips the
policy game. Take poverty spending up
or down. Up means better—more poverty
reduction; less means worse—more
poverty. How do we know? We don’t

weigh poverty in. We don’t measure
“people de-povertized.” We measure
money the government says it’s spending
on poverty programs. -

Reagan hurt the poor, don’t ya know—
he cut government spending for welfare.
(This assertion being straight out of the
1,000-pints-of-Lite diet book.) But what
a wacky means of tracking the problem,
when the undeniable solution would be to
get everyone off welfare and defund the
budget to naught. Paying welfare is itself
an admission of systemic failure. It’s
parallel to concluding that United is the
best airline because it spends the most on
crash cleanup operations.

Funny math is ruled out where people
play with their own money.

No such constraint was placed on Dr.
Galbraith’s freely flowing recommenda-
tions two decades back when he ser-
monized that there wasn’t a social
problem in New York City that couldn’t
be solved by doubling the muni budget.

This year, well over $2 billion in
government cash will be spent in New
York City for “housing for the poor.” If
this doubling and redoubling of the as-
sociated 1960s aliowance has cleaned up
that social problem, I'd really like to
know exactly who it is I’'m stepping over
on the streets of Manhattan.

But, you see, we’re doing so much
more now for the housing problem, and
we have the receipts to prove it. The lack
of success that real human beings in New
York have met in actually finding affor-
dable housing—oh, that’s another thing
altogether. It’s like sticking to your Lite
diet. Just keep chuggin’, and don’t dare
look down at the scale. If you pour in
sufficient inputs, the results are assured.
By definition. So bottoms up, you
budgetary animals! And Spuds Mac-
Kenzie for director of OMB.

Contributing Editor Thomas W. Hazlett
teaches economics and public policy at
the University of California, Davis.
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“We are made wise not by the recollections of our past
but by the responsibility for our future!”

Take an active part in building tomorrow today
by joining the World Future Society. Our world
changes so quickly that it has become increasingly
difficult to keep up with new developments—much
less understand their implications to society. Since
1966, the World Future Society has worked hard
to share information on new developments, pos-

—George Bernard Shaw

trends, and ideas about the future. THE FUTURIST
will keep you informed and enlightened with the
latest developments, scenarios, and trends in such
areas as lifestyles, business, science, education, the
environment, and space. In addition to feature ar-
ticles, THE FUTURIST contains special sections
such as World Trends & Forecasts, Tomorrow in

sibilities, forecasts, trends, and -
scenarios. B
No one knows exactly what “
will happen in the future. But by
studying the many possible
things that might happen, people
can more rationally decide on the
sort of future that would be most
desirable and then work to
achieve it. As a nonprofit organi-
zation, the World Future Society
is independent and offers no offi-
cial view of what the future
should be like. Rather, it acts as
a neutral clearinghouse that
strives to give you the unbiased
information you need about the
most important subject there is—

-The Ecenomic Cycle
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The ‘Surveillance Society '
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tinguished futurists), and Book
Reviews. This bellwether of
futurist thinking has featured ar-
ticles by or interviews with Alvin
Toffler, B.F. Skinner, Albert
Gore, Carl Sagan, John Naisbitt,
and Gene Roddenberry.

Brief, Future View (essays by dis-
RIST

Q CONFERENCES

You can attend the World Fu-
ture Society’s conferences and
seminars at special members’
rates. WFS conferences bring to-
gether leaders from many fields
‘and many nations to share ideas
and forecasts, to view exciting
new technologies, and to estab-

your future!

For only $30 a year, you can
become a member of the World
Future Society. In addition, as a
special offer to new members,
you will receive a copy of Careers
Tomorrow: The Outlook for Work in
a Changing World, a 160-page vol-
ume on work and careers in the

T

- “All of us are taking a long journey into

the future that will last every day of our
lives. What will we be seeing and doing?
How will we live? It is to the answers
that may be found to these questions
that the World Future Society is dedi-
cated.”

—lsaac Asimov

lish avenues for networking.

THE FUTURIST BOOKSTORE

The World Future Society’s
Bookstore stocks over 250 fu-
tures-relevant books, plus video-
tapes and other materials. Mem-
bers receive both The Futurist

future, as your free gift for joining. Your member-
ship entitles you to these exclusive benefits to help
you learn about tomorrow, while keeping abreast
with today:

THE FUTURIST .
The Society’s bimonthly magazine of forecasts,

Bookstore Catalog and discounts
on books and other products.

The World Future Society can make a major con-
tribution to making a better future for all mankind.
Join with us today, and start to shape your future—
and don’t forget you’'ll receive Careers Tomorrow:
The Outlook for Work in a Changing World, as our free
gift to you for joining.

Membership Application

D Yes! 1 want to take part in building tomorrow . . . today.
Enclosed is my $30 check or money order for the first year’s dues.
Please send my free copy of Careers Tomorrow: The Outlook for Work
in a Changing World immediately. I understand I'll receive a one-year
(six bimonthly issues) subscription to THE FUTURIST, discounts
from the Futurist Bookstore, and special invitations to General As-
semblies and other meeting sponsored by the Society.

] Please charge $30 annual dues to my
[ MasterCard [J Visa [] American Express

Acct. #

Exp. Date Sig.

Name

Organization

Address

City State VALY

8073
Mail to:
World Future Society
4916 Saint Elmo Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland 20814
U.S.A.



By the Year 2001, Many Radar Detectors Will Be This Advanced.

In the Year 1990, One Radar Detector Is This Advanced.

““The most user-friendly
radar detector yet...we fell

in love at first beep?’
AutoWeek

¢No other detector
manufacturer has

anything even close>
BMW Roundel

SOLO is shown actual size

SOLO

by the maker of PASSPORT and ESCORT

The Detector with Super-Power...and No Power Cord!

Until now, you couldn’t consider taking your
radar detector with you when you travel and rent
acar

Now you can. SOLO is only %" high and 24"
wide. It's about the size of a garage door opener —
half the size of a paperback book. Total weight
is 51 ounces.

Until now, you had to worry about a wire
spiralling downward from your visor.

Now you don't. SOLO is cordless. On the visor,
it’s next to invisible.

Until now, a thief could walk off with your
detector and use it.

Now he can't. SOLO has a digital key. Without
it, it won't work.

Actual size cutaway of Digital Key

The Secret of SOLO’s Self-Power

Believe it or not, SOLO operates for more than
200 hours on a single 9-volt lithium battery.

SOLO actually uses only 2% of the power an
old-fashioned cord-type detector requires...but
has a warning-range well beyond most cord types.

The secret is the most efficient superheterodyne
circuits ever engineered, plus (here comes some
technical talk) a varactor-tuned GaAs FET micro-
wave oscillator, four custom CMOS integrated
circuits, seven circuit boards, and (the big reason)

a digital power supply.

So SOLO will protect you for months on one
little battery. It won't get weak...but when it's
within five hours of battery replacement, it
actually tells vou so! And the battery-saver circuit
turns SOLO off if you forget to.

But Is It As Powerful As a Cord-Type?

You bet it is!

In fact, SOLO has all the advanced features
built into the original ESCORT and PASSPORT.

o Variable rate audio warning

Different tones for X and K bands

Alert lamp

@ Ten-segment LED signal strength meter
@ Automatic lamp dimming and dark mode
@ Mute switch and auto-mute function

@ Articulated visor clip

@ Auto-adjust windshield mount

@ Built to last for years and years

So you get long-range protection without the
nuisance or embarrassment of a hanging cord.

Practically Theftproof

When you leave your car, slip SOLO into your shirt
pocket or purse.

But if you do leave it in your open car,
thieves already know SOLO needs the digital key
you use when you first turn it on and whenever
you change batteries. They won't grab what
they can’t use.

(Don’t worry. If you lose your key, we have its
registered number in our computer file.)

- Absolutely Unconditionally Guaranteed!
SOLO is available only from...and solidly
backed by...Cincinnati Microwave, manu-
facturer of more than two million famous
PASSPORT and ESCORT racar detectors. When
you get your SOLO, use it for one full month.
If for any_reason you decide not to keep it,
send it back and we'll refund every cent you
paid, even including return shipping costs. -

The Radar Detector That Makes All Others Obsolete

SELF-POWERED
SOLO

RADAR-RECEIVER
L

$345 complete.
Includes mounts, lithium battery, alkaline battery,
leather pouch, and travel case.
Ohio residents add §18.98 tax. Slightly higher in Canada.

Call toll-free 1-800-543-1608

For fast delivery call toll-free 24 hours a day, 7 days a week:

X/

SOLO by Cincinnati Microwave, maker of PASSPORT and ESCORT

Cincinnati Microwave
» Department 301370
One Microwave Plaza

Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 @ s et
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