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I, WARMONGER 
B Y  T . H O M A S  W .  H A Z L E T T  

he presumption is always against T war. The moral absurdities, the in- 
credible cost, and the unanticipated 
calamities jointly and severally render 
military attack the nth resort. And as 
resorts go, it’s a Hotel Hell. But the oc- 
casion comes when it’s time to check in. 
We wisely kept our reservations for 
January 16. 

I have great sympathy for those who 
want to decommission our global military 
outreach and simply beef up the Border 
Patrol. I protested the Lebanon fiasco 
even before the 241 Marines were taken 
out by a fanatic named Abdul driving a 
’62 Ford pickup. I thought the Persian 
Gulf reflagging program was the devil’s 
work.. I understood that Ollie North 
screwed up the Nicaragua deal so perfect- 
ly as to meet the highest standards of 
federal government boondoggles. I even 
thought the Grenada invasion was d-u-m 
dumb. But today, call me a reluctant war- 
monger. 

A large share of the 200 million people 
inhabiting the desert suburbs of Israel 
wake up in the morning dreaming about 
the dleath of every single Jew on the planet 
and go to bed chanting to Allah to make 
it real. They spend significant portions of 
their tiny capital stock making huge 
trouble for other people who are con- 
strained by the moral parameters of con- 
science. Now a particularly virulent 
subset arises in Iraq’s Husseiniacs: mil- 
lions of people with bad attitudes, all 
pointed in the same direction. 

Saddam’s admirers claim to despise 
Zionism, but their real animosity is for 
capitalism, democracy, and liberty-in- 
deedl, every social advance past the 
pathetic 12th-century goat-herding 
feudalism they so cherish. They treat their 
women like cattle and ooze with con- 
tempt for the simplest human civilities. 
(Their attitudes are shaped largely by a 
religion that has little respect for liberal 
niceties. Example: When some bozo 
writes a book satirizing official doctrine, 

true believers issue a death sentence for 
the author, whereas the worst we ever do 
in the West is ruin the movie version.) 

Since 1972 the massed Jew-haters of 
the Middle East have had the globe by the 
short hairs. Unable to gain an inch of 
Israeli turf militarily, they turned to ter- 
rorism against innocents. This has con- 
strained the world’s every move. It’s 
particularly effective as a means to jack 
around civilized societies, which do not 
respond in kind. Saddam Hussein has ul- 
timately performed a gracious favor. 
Now we have a target. 

urely; unrequited abominations S abound. Third World countries in- 
vade each other on sort of a round-robin 
basis, slaughtering large numbers of by- 
standers just as a prerequisite. And 
domestic violence: the Soviets boffing 
the Baltics, the Saudis’ enslavement of 
women. But reality provides the binding 
constraint here; we can do little about 
these human outrages without putting the 
very moral values we (initially) seek to 
promote in far worse shape over time. 

Iraq’s kidnapping of Kuwait is dif- 
ferent on this operational level: We can 
strike the Iraqi military; we can move the 
perpetrators out. Outrages that cross 
clearly defined borders tend to rage more 
outwardly; they directly threaten the 
world community in ways domestic op- 
pression does not. Particularly when 
every oil consumer on earth will pay a 
hefty tax pursuant to the hostile takeover. 
The fact that the world has lined up, that 
the United States is in bed with the Soviet 
Union, and that the miracle of miracles- 
resolute U.N. action-has occurred 
dramatically improves the chances for 
decisive action against evildoers. 

As does the depravity of the doers. 
Let’s see the Saddam tote board, here: 
genocide, gas warfare, sponsorship of in- 
ternational terrorism, invasion of a neigh- 
boring country on the ground that it 
underpriced his exports (stand back from 

Sears before Kmart responds to the new 
all-discount policy with Scuds of its 
own). I don’t blame the world for being 
concerned. This guy gassed Kurds, and 
his men have had their way with every 
Kuwaiti woman of less than 500 pounds. 
Now he’s got his hands on Kuwait’s 
$500-billion oil stockpile, with which he 
can play the international arms black 
market. (Imagine if Nixon had had this 
kind of a “dirty tricks” budget.) 

f there is a minimum civilized bound, I you’ve got to say S. Hussein has 
trampled it. Here, the world has both 
abundant cause and abundant ability. If 
we look away here, we look away 
anywhere. The line surrounding accept- 
able conduct has been terribly stretched 
in this century. But now a line can be 
drawn anew: around Saddam Hussein. 

If the world can’t deal some justice out 
of this hand, there’s no point in reshuf- 
fling. Just leave the table quietly. Failure 
to respond to this test case of incoming 
barbarity would send back a very clear 
signal to the world’s crazies huddled in 
the Middle East: Anything goes-the 
world has no anti-insanity defenses in 
place. The Munich Olympics? Oh, that’s 
just the starting gun you hear. Achille 
Lauru? Bon voyage. Pan Am Flight 103? 
Enjoy your in-flight movie. William 
Buckley? We hated “Firing Line.” 
Kuwaiti invasion? You’ll have a ball- 
those Arab chicks are screamers. 

We finally have the opportunity to 
respond to the terrorisms of the Middle 
East. Making Iraqi dictators play by the 
rules of the house can cause quite a stir. 
But the world needs to play by the rules. 
Which is why, when we can, we hire a 
bouncer. Now, at long last, we can. 

Contributing Editor Thomas W. Hazlett 
teaches economics and public policy at 
the University of California, Davis. This 
year he is a visiting scholar at Columbia 
University. 
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Reward yourself with the credit card that 
gives you the recognition of being a Reason 
Magazine subscriber. Accepted at 8 
million locations worldwide, the Reason 
Visa" Gold card is one of the best credit 
cards available today because it gives 
you unmatched security, value and an 
edge in facing financial challenges. 

provided at no extra cost, include: 
oUp to $1,000,000 Common Carrier Travel 

Accident Insurance 
OSupplemental Auto Rental Collision/ 
Loss Damage Insurance 
0 Upto$3,000Supplemental Lostchecked 
Luggage Protection 
 emergency Cash & Airline Tickets 

MBNA Americaa is one ofthe world's 
leading issuers of credit cards. Com- 
mitted to servicing our Reason subscri- 
bers' needs, MBNA America@ offers 
cardholders24-hour-year-round Customer 
Satisfaction, one hour processing for credit 

Enjoy the advantages of the Reason 
Visa Gold card without risk ... it is is- 
sued absolutely free of an annual fee for 
one full year. The annual fee afterthe first 
year is a low $40 and the competitive 
Annual Percentage Rate is just 19.8Y0.t 
Other distinct features include a line of 
creditupto$25,000and immediatecash availa- 
bility. Extensive travel benefits and services card service. 

- 
line increase requests, a lost card regis- 

tration service and an emergency replacement 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
Call now to apply, or if you prefer, complete 
the application below and mail to: MBNA 
America", P.O. Box 15464, Wilrnington, DE , 9885-9440, 

u ~ c ~ T u T ~ T &  @~ 5 m  
Be sure to use the priority code when calling: m. 

Visa" is  a federally registered Trademark of Visa U.S.A., Inc., used pursuant to 
license. 
MBNA America" is a federally registered Service Mark of MBNA America 
Bank, N.A. 
This offer is not available to Delaware residents. 

I w ish  to apply for the Reason Visa" Gold card with all the 
benefits described above. Should my application for the Visa MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME 

CURRENT CREDIT CAR0 ACCOUNTS 
Gold card not be approved, this request constitutes my application for the Visa 
Classic, and I accept that on a periodic basis I may be considered for an 
automatic upgrade to the Visa Gold card at M B N A  America's discretion. (Note: 
This is not an application for a corporate account.) (Please print.) 

NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARD 

(For use when you request special action taken on your account.) 

06-909 MasterCard@Nisa@ Account # 

34-273 American Express@ Account# 

I have read this entire application, agree to its terms, and cenifythe information is correct. 

% (Seal) 

rl 
APPLICANTS SIGNATURE Date 

n FIRST MIDDLE INITIAL LAST 

CITY STATE ZIP 

HOMEPHONE( ) BUS.PHONEI ) 

AREYOU 0 Renting [7 Own [7 Buying MonthlyPayrnent$ 

SOCIAL SECURITY# 

DATE OF BIRTH 

PRESENT EMPLOYER 

NATURE OFBUSINESS 

POSITION YEARSTHERE 

ANNUAL OTHER 
SALARY $ INCOME*$ SOURCE 

'(Alimony, child support, or separate maintenance income need not be revealed if you do not wish it 
considered as a basis of repayment.) 

PREVIOUS EMPLOYER 
(If lessthan3years at currentemployment) 

(If at present address less than 3 years.) 
PREVIOUS ADDRESS 

Use this section to request enra cards. If you wish an additional card issuedto a co-applicant over I8 
years of age, complete the information below. 

FIRST MIOOLE INITIAL LAST 
RELATIONSHIP- SOCIAL SECURITY# 

EMPLOYER YRS.THERE- 
ANNUAL 

POSITION SALARY $ 

OTHER INCOME*$ WORKPHONE( 1 
"(Alimony. child support, or separate maintenance income need not be revealed i f p u  do notwish it 
considered as a basis of repayment.) 

I have read this entire application and agreeto itsterms, and understand that I will be jointly and 
severally liable for all charges on the account 

% (Seal) 
CO-APPLICANTS SIGNATURE Date 
I IWe) amorize MBNAAmer cas to invemgate any facts, or obtain and exchange repom regaroing thls 
applicaton or re% ling accomt wtth credn reporbng agencles and orners Upon request I lwel w be 
nformed of eacn agency s name ana aaaress 

The information about the cost of the card described In this application is accurate as of 1/91 Thls information may have changed after that date To find out what may have changed call 1 800 847 7378 ext 5000 



Self-powered SOLO 
Finally, aradar detector so advanced, 

you’ll never be bothered with a power cord 
Until now, high performance radar 
detection required a messy power 
cord. Plugged into your car’s lighter. 
Dangling across your dashboard. And 
tangling in your pocket. 

Now, there is a better way. 
- No Power Cord 

SOLO is a totally new concept in 
long-range radar detection. All you d o  
is clip SOLO to your visor or wind- 
shield, and switch it on.  It’s that simple. 

You’ll never need a power cord. 
Unlike any other radar detector, SOLO 
has its own power source - inside its 
compact magnesium housing (SOLO 
is ’/4“ x 2%“ x 4%“ - just 5% ounces). 

- . .  

SOLO comes complete with all m o M ,  including yiWr and 
wndsbieldmountsthatinsfantly conform to anywr, butfoki 
flat for convenient currying. Both designs arepatented 

How It Works 
After years of research, our engi- 

neers (who also designed ESCORT 
and PASSPORT) developed circuitry 
____ fifty times more efficient than con- 
ventional detectors. This design pro- 
vides long-range radar warning for 
200 hours on  a single 9 volt battery. 

If you drive one hour a day, you 
won’t need to replace SOLO’s battery 
for over six months. (Even if you 
drive two hours a day, you’ll get over 
three months.) 

No Compromise Performance 
With SOLO, you get long range 

radar warning with no  hassles. And 

“NO 0 t h  detector Wt&%%f%tUW 
has anything m close ... solo 

the state of the art to a 
highrphm.’’ BMW Roundel 

“The most m-jhendy htector 
yet.. . wefell in love atjmt beep. ’’ 

AutoWeek 

you never have to worry about SOLO’s 
performance. SOLO maintains all of 
its radar warning capability over its 
entire battery life. SOLO’s even smart 
enough to turn itself off if you forget. 
When it’s fmally time to replace the 
battery, SOLO will tell you five hours 
in advance. 

Then just drop in another lithium 
battery for 200 more hours (or use a 
standard alkaline to power SOLO for 
80 hours). SOLO costs less than three 
cents per hour of use. 

Experience The Freedom 
You’ll slip your SOLO into its carry- 

ing case and carry it in your shirt 
pocket. In your car, just clip SOLO to 
your visor and switch it on. 

It’s so easy, you’ll never go  with- 
out radar protection again. And now 
a special offer lets you try SOLO for 
30 days at no  risk. 
We GUARANTEE Your Satisfaction 

SOLO is only available from us, 
and comes complete with our Digital 
Key anti-theft system, all mounts and 
accessories, two batteries, and a one 
year limited warranty. 

Here’s our offer. Try SOLO. If for 
any reason you’re not completely 
satisfied, just return SOLO within 30 
days. We’ll refund all your money 
and even pay your return shipping 
cost. You can’t lose. 

protection, nothing else will do. 
Order today. 

Once you try self-powered radar 

Order today and try SOLO 
for 30 days at no risk 

Call 24 hours, 7 days a week 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 

Calltoll-he 1-800-543-1608 

I 
S E L F . P O W E R E D  

soto 
$345 

RADAR.RECEIVER 
I 

Ohio residenrs add $18 98 taw Pnce higher in Canada 
Standard shipping and handling is $4.50 

or overnight deliverjis available for $14.50. 

Cincinnati Microwave 
b Department 301341 

One Microwave Plaza 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45249 m 

I .  


