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B y query: When a member of the
female species rises to political
prominence and begins to seriously in-
fluence government policies and, soon
thereafter, our lives, is the polite response:
(a) to examine the prospects for progres-
sive change under the proposed reforms?

(b) to debate the merits, pro and con,
of alternate options?

(c) to research the history of similar
ideas and to chart, as the evidence will
allow, how they measured up to their
promises?

(d) to gush about the amazing prospect
that a woman could offer up any detail-
laden proposal to begin with?

A good thing this wasn’t an SAT ques-
tion, because using the trusted process-of-
elimination multiple-guess method, I had
actually discarded just one of the possible
answers—(d)—only to find that according
to all the people who count (at least enough
to be on TV before anyone else is awake on
Sunday morning) that it is absolutely the
correct answer. In fact, none of the others
is even theoretically feasible!

Hence, one tuned into the tough, hard-
hitting political dissection of Hillary’s
testimony on the health care plan before
the relevant congressional committees—
only to be greeted with Tim Russert of
NBC’s Meet the Press oozing: “Moms are
smart, too!” Well this certainly implies
that one had reason to suspect that mama
wasn't quite bright enough to figure out
all that complicated Big Issues stuff, and
I am truly shocked and amazed at the
premise. I long ago discovered what any-
one paying the slightest attention had al-
ready: that women possess what, under
the antitrust laws, would be considered a
per se monopoly share of certain forms of
the highest and most valued intelligence
known (on rare occasions) to man.
Hence, the widespread astonishment at
the revelation that they can know and/or
remember lots of little details about
health care reform reveals a bizarre take
on the human experience.

But there it was for all the world to gag
on. The Democrats swelled with pride as
their little lady spewed forth on the Health
Care Plan. Republicans, not daring to be
caught in the press’s sexist-seeking cross-
hairs, competed to out-praise the “remark-
ably well-informed First Lady.” The
fawning over Mrs. Rodham-Clinton was
the most undiluted form of chivalry wit-
nessed since the Pleistocene epoch.

t all comes down to sexism—ABill and

Hillary’s. They are the ones who have,
with great care, scripted the subtext: Any
criticism of Clinton’s health care pro-
posal meets with the quick and certain,
“You brute! Hillary stayed up 100 nights
in a row, taking time away from her busy
schedule as wife and mother...and you
sneer at her work! You pig! Why, you’re
destroying the First Family!”

I waited for some tough health care
questions, like, for instance, a description
of what the administration’s plan actually
consisted of. Instead, its details were
glossed with the broadest and most im-
penetrable generalizations by first the
White House, then the press. I learned
from the public presentations that all
Americans would be covered, there
would be no real compromises in quality
or choice, and it would all save us lots of
money. Wow! Moms really are smart!

It has been the cynical privilege of the
Clinton presidential campaign, now
somewhere in its third year, to play Hil-
lary either as adoring wife or daring fem-
inist crusader, as photo ops dictate. The
many faces of Hillary (not to mention
names) are but another aspect of the ad-
ministration’s efforts to raise our fashion-
consciousness. Rather than battle for
their programs on the basis of the ratio of
their costs to their benefits, the Clin-
tonites have mastered process-illusion.

Diversionary tactics are key: You saw
the evil rich emerge grotesque and
bloated from the '80s? Poof! Your
middle-class wallet was gone. (And you

don’t even know it, you poor sap who
thinks the person who is assessed the tax
is the only one who pays the tax.)

Process-illusion is the trick of convinc-
ingly posing as Good Government while
all about are screwing up. Image to the
public: working so very hard and caring
so very much. Substance of your regime:
Taxes go up, 4 percent real growth col-
lapses to 1 percent, and U.S. servicemen
and women are humiliated in an idiotic
food-delivery scheme half a planet away.

“I feel yo’ pain” is the mantra of an
administration that bounces from press
conference to town hall to share the new
plan for free health care while Somalis—
the announced starvation victims targeted
for U.S. humanitarian assistance—drag
dead U.S. soldiers through the streets of
Mogadishu. How about his pain, Mr.
President?-—or are you too busy feeling it
to figure out that the Somalia policy is a
spent operation and a worthless slaughter
of American lives? Perhaps you remem-
ber the genre...or what were you doing
over in the Olde Country during your
college youth?

“Work effort” is the tag line which the
Clinton regime believes it must use to
defend its hapless results. And so, on a
recent campaign stop in California, the
president offered that he “had put in count-
less hours” working to help the Golden
State’s economy since the Inaugural Par-
ade. The nation’s largest state will with-
stand its 9.5 percent unemployment rate
far better knowing the president sleeps
hardly at all and that his White House is
killing itself—literally and figuratively.

The president cares, the president
works like a maniac, the president
despises those who made it in the 1980s.
And his wife...isn’t she quite a woman?
All those complex policy issues—and she
bakes cookies, too.

Contributing Editor Thomas W. Hazlett
teaches economics and public policy at
the University of California, Davis.
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THE MOST POWERFUL COMPACT RADIO\ IN THE WORLD!

THE GRUNDIG YB-500

FM/AM Shortwave Receiver

Listen! Here is the BIG BREAKTHROUGH
in powerful performance and design. And
only Willabee & Ward has it in the USA.
No other compact radio in the world packs
all these powerful features.

A POWERFUL RECEPTION. The Grundig
YB-500 does it all: pulls in AM, FM, FM
stereo, every SHORTWAVE band, even
aviation, military and ship-to-shore. All with
lock-on digital precision.

A POWERFUL SOUND. Exclusive Audio
Power Boost — found on no other world
band radio — gives the YB-500 big, rich,
room-filling legendary Grundig sound.

Powerful Features.

Power scan! The YB-500 has continuous
power scan on shortwave — stops at every
signal and lets you listen. When you hear a
broadcast you want, you tell the radio
to stop. Only Grundig has this feature.
Power timing features! The YB-500 can
send you to sleep on FM, wake you with
weather on AM, then switch you to BBC
shortwave. Even shuts itself off. Elsewhere,
youw'd pay $500 for these features.

Powerful Memovry.
The BBC and dll other major world broad-

casters are pre-set for instant retrieval. You
can add up to 40 more stations on any band
and even display call letters for reference.
No other radio at this price offers such
powerful memory.

Also has instant keypad access to all fre-
quencies. Illuminated, adjustable LED display
for bedside use. Advanced RDS FM station
information display. It will be years before
other makers catch up with the YB-500.
Available today only from Wiltabee & Ward.

Powerful Value.

The Grundig YB-500 is only $299 (plus
$9.50 shipping and handling), payable in
eight monthly credit card instaliments of
$38.56. Includes 4 AA batteries, deluxe
travel pouch, stereo headphones, owner’s
manual, and Grundigs shortwave listening
guide. INTRODUCTORY OFFER: ORDER
NOW AND GET A FREE DUAL-VOLTAGE
INTERNATIONAL ADAPTER!

Grundig 1-year warranty on parts
and labor. 30-day money back guarantee.
Grundig is to radios what BMW and
Mercedes are to cars. European look! Euro-
pean sound! European quality! Order now!

Call Toll-Free: 1-800-367-4534
Extension 697-118

————————— RESERVATION APPLICATION ———————

First and ONLY world band with

award-winning vertical design. Measures

approximately 77" x 44" x 1%" with built-in
stand and retractable ferrite antenna.

©1993 MB!
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Willabee & Ward
47 Richards Avenue ¢ Norwalk, CT 06857

BEE &
A.‘m"" 2

Call Toll-Free: 1-800-367-4534
Extension 697-118

Please send me __ Grundig YB-500
Digital All-Band Shortwave Receiver(s). For
each receiver, charge eight installments of
$38.56* to my credit card:

O VISA [0 MasterCard [ Discover [] Am. Ex.

Credit Card No.
Name

Exp. Date

Please Print Clearly.

Address

City
State/Zip

Signature

(Orders subject to acceptance.)
11 prefer not to pay by credit card and will pay
by check. Enclosed is my check for $299 plus
$9.50 shipping/handling, a total of $308.50*
for each receiver.

*Any applicable sales tax will be billed with shipment.
Higher shipping/handling outside U.S.
Phone orders normally shipped next business day.
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I was ready to quit.

—David Schmidtz

Davnd Schmidtz had just completed his first year of graduate school in phllosophy at the University of

Arizona. David had only one year of philosophy as an undergraduate and prlor to
that had worked for five years as a manual laborer. His beliefs in classical liberal
ideas were different from those of his fellow students. He felt hopelessly behind and
way out of touch. He had lost his teaching assistantship and was about to have his

foreign student visa revoked for lack of visible means of support.

: ‘_“&_ 4 Then he received a Lambe fellowship. He was able to continue in graduate school.
The support of the Institute for Humane Studies let David know that his ideas were
good ones, that there were others who shared his beliefs, and that he could be an

intellectual. He is now an associate professor at Yale, working on his second book.

J ohn Majewski will have his Ph.D. in history completed in 1994. The suppbrt of Lambe fellowships
has enabled John to concentrate exclusively on getting his coursework done. He
will finish his degree in five years time, much faster than the average seven to eight

years taken to obtain a Ph.D. in history.

q As a Lambe fellow, John has had the opportunity to participate in several other

Institute programs, including a Career Development seminar, an Advanced History

seminar, and the Residential Summer Fellowship program. These programs help
build skills and broaden the knowledge and commitment of the students who attend.
The Institute also keeps John abreast of pertinent cutting edge work and networks
him into the mainstream of his discipline while he retains his classical liberal

orientation.

IHS Claude R. Lambe Fellowships of up to $17,500 in tuition and stipend for educational expenses are awarded to
undergraduate and graduate students in the social sciences, law, the humanities, literature, communications, or
journalism who are pursuing or intending to pursue graduate study in those fields. Applicants should have a clearly
demonstrated interest in classical liberal/libertarian ideas and be intent on pursuing an intellectual or scholarly
career. The Lambe Fellowship competition is open to all qualified students regardless of race, religion, color, sex,
age, military service, handicap, or national or ethnic origin. Application deadline is January 15, 1994.

For an application form write: Lambe Fellowship Secretary, Institute for Humane Studies, George Mason
University, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030-4444.

IHS The Institute for Humane Studies
at George Mason University




