
Wiring the Gaps 
By Adam Clayton Powell I11 

A Science spawned a 
flurry of stories on evening 
newscasts and newspaper 
front pages describing a huge 
Internet gap between white 
and black Americans, with 
whites having access to (and 
using) the Internet far more 
than African Americans. The 
data on which the Science 
article was based, however, 
were far more interesting, 
and far more positive, than 
most of the stories suggested. 

The report was based 
on Nielsen data from 1996, 
which in the dynamic world 
of online usage should be 
considered history (however 
interesting) rather than news. 
But even these data offered a 
number of surprises: African 
Americans were more likely 
to be on the Internet than 
whites once they reached a 
household income of 
$40,000. At this income level, 
blacks were also far more 
likely than whites to work 
with computers on the job 
(77 percent vs. 59 percent). 

And when the data were 
collected in 1996, many more 
blacks were online than the 
media had reported. “Five 
million African Americans 
have used the Web in the 
United States as of January 
1997,” wrote researchers 
Donna Hoffman and Thomas 
Novak, “considerably more 
than the popular press esti- 
mate of one million.” 

Harris Survey Unit data 
collected last winter and pub- 
lished in the April/May issue 
of The Public Perspective fur- 
ther confirm that racial and 
ethnic gaps in Internet usage 
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are narrowing: The racial 
composition of U.S. Web 
users was 75 percent white 
and 19 percent African 
American and Latino, which 
author David Birdsell de- 
scribed as “statistically indis- 
tinguishable from Census 
data on the general popula- 
tion.” 

The Web has grown from 
13 million U.S. adult users in 
the fall of 1995 to more than 
58 million, which means that 
30 percent of American 
adults are now online. And 
the much-ballyhooed online 
“gender gap” is closing as 
well: Birdsell notes that while 
men outnumbered women in 
cyberspace by a 3-to-1 ratio 
in September 1995, by last 
winter 44 percent of active 
Web users were women. 

Just Say Newt 
By Michael W. Lynch 

he time has come for I’T the war on drugs to 
enter a new, winnable stage,” 
wrote House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich in an April 30 
Washington Times op-ed. 
You may think Gingrich has 
again written a work of fic- 
tion, shifting genres from sci- 
fi to horror. But the speaker 
is serious: He is backing 12 
bills that would increase the 
power of the federal govern- 
ment, all in the name of pro- 
tecting Americans from 
themselves. 

won the spin wars on such 
issues as health care, child 
care, education, the environ- 
ment, tobacco, and even 
taxes, but the Republicans 
dominate the drug war. The 
GOP’s plan for total victory 
hinges on deterring demand, 
suppressing supply, and 
tracking the financial deal- 
ings of well-heeled drug 
dealers. 

The Democrats may have 

To reduce demand, Rep. 
Rob Portman (R-Ohio) pro- 
poses “The Drug-Free Con- 
gressional Leadership Resolu- 
tion,” “The Drug-Free Com- 
munities Act,” and “The 
Drug-Free Workplaces Act.” 
The three bills would double 
federal spending for local 
drug enforcement and pro- 

vide federal money for “small 
and medium size businesses 
to implement drug-free 
workplace programs.” 

To attack the supply of 
drugs, “The Drug-Free Bor- 
der Act” would double the 
Border Patrol by 2002, and 
“The Life-In-Prison for 
Speed Trafficking Act” would 
increase penalties for selling 
methamphetamine. 

To keep tabs on drug 
kingpins, “The Drug-Free 
Money Laundering Act of 
1998” would further erode 
the financial privacy of law- 
abiding Americans by grant- 
ing federal law enforcement 
officials increased access to 
domestic and off-shore bank 
accounts. 

Finally, Rep. Mike Pappas 
(R-N. J.) has taken a bold step 
by introducing ‘‘The Drug- 
Free Youth Resolution,” 
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which would put the U.S. 
House of Representatives on 
record as opposing “the dis- 
tribution, sale, and use of ille- 
gal drugs by our children.” 

So how will the Republi- 
cans know when they’ve 
won? When they’ve reduced 
“nationwide drug use by 
more than half by 2002,’’ 
Gingrich wrote. 

Profs’ Proposals 
By Nick Gillespie 

ith over 30,000 mem- W bers, the Modern 
Language Association is one 
of the largest academic orga- 
nizations in the world, filling 
its ranks primarily with pro- 
fessors of literature working 
at U.S. colleges and universi- 
ties. Founded in 1883 to pro- 
mote “the study and teaching 
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of language and literature,” 
the MLA interprets that char- 
ter broadly, as can be seen 
from the resolutions being 
considered by the group’s 
membership. For a resolution 
to be put to a vote, a member 
need only gather between 10 
and 25 signatures from active 
members (depending on the 
time of year); in recent years, 
says an MLA official, total 
ballots cast have usually 
numbered between 5,000 and 
10,000, depending on the 
“interest level” of the mem- 
bers. 

resolutions this spring in- 
cluding one that states 
“Whereas higher education 
seeks to promote a vital intel- 
lectual community that rep- 
resents diverse points of view 
and diverse experiences.. .Be 
it resolved that members of 

Members will vote on four 

the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation support the inclusion 
of disability as a value in aca- 
demic hiring.” 

“Whereas, despite a falling 
crime rate,’’ states another of 
the resolutions, “a racially 
structured system of forced 
labor is developing in the 
U.S. prison system; inmates 
perform ‘outsourced’ work 
often at less than the mini- 
mum wage; impoverished 
white working-class rural 
areas become economically 
dependent upon the incar- 
cerations of largely African 
American, Latino, and Native 
American populations; and 
this development is justified 
by a rhetoric of ‘getting tough 
on crime,’ although in reality 
it reveals that the capitalist 
system cannot provide full 
employment at a living wage 
and that it promotes a poli- 
tics of divide and conquer.. . . 
Whereas a recent Rand study 
shows that more money will 
soon be spent nationally on 
prisons than on education, 
and the New York Times (28 
Sep. 1997) reports that in 
California almost the exact 
amount of funding lost to 
higher education (1990-97) 
has been expended on pris- 
ons; and.. .workfare has 
driven thousands of stu- 
dents-disproportionately 
students of color and single 
parents-out of bachelor’s 
degree programs and into 
dead-ended, poorly compen- 
sated employment; and 
Whereas standardized tests 
contribute to racial segrega- 
tion by frequently tracking 
low-income students, dispro- 
portionately of color, into 
vocational programs and 
community colleges and 
higher income students, pre- 
dominantly white, into ‘flag- 
ship’ campuses; Be it resolved 
that the MLA urge its mem- 
bers to (1) speak out against 
the diversion of public funds b 


