
’ idea of being on the road. 

of jet skis, snowmobiles, and 
dirt bikes. “These motorized 
recreational uses,” he writes, 
“simply are not compatible 
with the National Park 
Service’s mission.” Nelson 
doesn’t spell out his view of 
that mission, but it seems to 
be incompatible with private 
vehicles powered by internal 
combustion engines. 

Drug Entrepreneurs 
By Jacob Sullum 

uch of what we 
” M call ‘crime,’ is ac- 
tually work,” observes Uni- 
versity of Illinois sociologist 
John M. Hagedorn in a star- 
tling new report, The Business 
of Drug Dealing in Milwau- 
kee, from the Wisconsin 
Policy Research Institute 
(WPRI). 

Hagedorn, who has also 
performed a five-year study 
of drug dealing for the Na- 
tional Institute on Drug 
Abuse, applies the insights of 

management guru Peter 
Drucker and Peruvian econo- 
mist Hernando de Soto to 
inner-city Milwaukee. He 
concludes that crack dealing 
“is in many ways an innova- 
tive, entrepreneurial, small 
business venture,” part of an 
informal economy that gives 
people with little education 
or money an opportunity to 
make a living. 

Information from 
Hagedorn’s detailed, anony- 
mous surveys of 28 drug 
dealers in two Milwaukee 
neighborhoods indicates that 
“most drug entrepreneurs are 
hard working, but not super- 
rich,” grossing $1,000 to 
$5,000 a month. He also finds 
that “most drug entrepre- 
neurs aren’t particularly vio- 
lent,” with two-thirds report- 
ing less than one violent inci- 
dent a month. 

The WPRI is a conservative 
think tank, while Hagedorn 
notes his own “long history 
of left wing activism.” In his 
conclusion, he calls for a dia- 

logue between left and right 
aimed at reducing the harm- 
ful consequences of the war 
on drugs. “Our drug policy is 
held captive to politics rather 
than rationality,” he writes, 
suggesting “more toleration 
-a ‘look the other way 
policy’-for most non-vio- 
lent, productive, informal 
economic activity.” Hage- 
dorn’s report is available at 
www.wpri.org. 

Watch Your Backpack 
By Jason Brooks 

I about fleeing into the wil: 
f you’ve ever thought 

-Charles Paul Freund 

be used for such purposes as 
protecting endangered spe- 
cies and building wildlife 
trails. The groups pushing 
the proposal-some 2,900 of 
them, including environmen- 
tal organizations, state fish 
and wildlife agencies, and 
municipalities-are orga- 
nized under an umbrella 
called “Teaming with Wild- 
life.” 

“Outdoor tax” proponents 
call their levy a user fee. But 
a quick look at the items that 
would be covered suggests a 
rather tenuous relationship 
between the user and his im- 
pact on the wilderness. For b 

derness to avoid the long 
reach of the tax man, you 
might want to buy your 
hiking gear soon. 

A coalition of environ- 
mental groups is trying to 
get Congress to pass a 5 
percent tax on outdoor 
recreation products- 
everything from sport- 
utility vehicles to back- 
packs. The money would % 
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example, only 10 percent of 
sport-utility vehicles ever 
drive off-road. And more 
than two-thirds of the back- 
packs sold are used by stu- 
dents to lug books to and 
from school. Other items that 
could be covered by the out- 
door tax are hiking boots, 
tents, even cameras and film. 

For now, the proposal 
doesn’t have congressional 
support or a legislative spon- 
sor. “The problem is, we have 
a very conservative Congress 
right now,” says Naomi 
Edelson, one of the group’s 
organizers. Still, Edelson says, 
the tax idea, which has been 
pushed for the last five years, 
“isn’t dead.” Teaming with 
Wildlife is biding its time, 
lobbying members of Con- 
gress, and hoping for a “dif- 
ferent mood” to emerge on 
Capitol Hill. 

Voting on 
Preferences 
By Michael W. Lynch 

T cial preferences has 
he campaign to end ra- 

moved to Washington state, 
where voters in November 
will pull the lever on an ini- 
i.iative that would abolish the 
government’s system of race- 
and gender-based prefer- 
ences. 

The Washington Civil 
Rights Initiative (1-200) 
wended its way to Washing- 
ton via California, where the 
similarly worded Proposition 
;!09 passed in 1996, and 
Houston, where voters re- 
jected an anti-preference ini- 
tiative by a margin of 54 per- 
cent to 46 percent last No- 
vember. 

Few California exports 
a,re popular in the Evergreen 
State, but polls indicate that 
Washingtonians agree with 
Californians that the govern- 
rnent should not play favor- 
i tes based on race. A July Se- 
attle Times poll found that 
when Washington voters are 
read the language they will 
confront on election day- 
“The state shall not discrimi- 
nate against-or grant pref- 
erential treatment to-any 
individual or group on the 
basis of race, sex, color, 

ethnicity or naticlnal origin in 
the operation of public em- 
ployment, public education 
or public contracting”-64 
percent give the initiative 
thumbs up. But when voters 
are told the initiative would 
wipe out “affirmative ac- 
tion”-a claim disputed by I- 
200 backers-support for the 
initiative drops to 49 percent. 

Pre-election polling on 
California’s Prop. 209 uncov- 
ered similar semantically in- 
spired shifts. The deceptive 
wording of the Houston bal- 
lot, which said thle initiative 
would end “affirmative ac- 
tion” rather than “prefer- 
ences,” is believed to have 
caused its narrow defeat. (In 
June, a federal judge in Texas 
found the ballot language 
misleading and invalidated 
the election; the initiative 
may be put before Houston 
voters again in 1999.) 

Not surprisingly, the 
Washington initiative’s foes 
claim 1-200 will doom all af- 
firmative action. For help, 
they are counting on a sym- 
pathetic Seattle press and a 
popular and supportive gov- 
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